Pupil Profile
April & May ~ Eloquent and Truthful
Eloquence is not confined to speaking – it finds
expression in writing, music, drama, dance, the
creative arts, design, film, digital media, and
sport. All of these are important because they
encourage children to express their identity as
well as their talents.

Eloquence must be used in a truthful way – to
speak truth about others, and ourselves, about
relations between people, about the world, and
about God. Education is the search for truth
and the eloquent articulation of what we
discover. As Jesus tells us, “The truth will set
you free.” (John 8:32)

I am the way, the truth and the life
John 14:1-7 [JB]
Jesus said, 'Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. There are
many rooms in my Father's house; if there were not, I should have told you. I am going now
to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to
take you with me; so that where I am you may be too. You know the way to the place where I
am going.' Thomas said, 'Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know
the way?' Jesus said: 'I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father
except through me. If you know me, you know my Father too. From this moment you know
him and have seen him.'

Gospel Readings
Sunday 19th April
John 20:19-31 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
Jesus Appears to His Followers
It was the first day of the week. That evening Jesus’ followers were together. The doors were locked, because
they were afraid of the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. His followers were very happy when they saw the Lord.
19

Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you! As the Father sent me, I now send you.” 22 After he said this, he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven. If you
don’t forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
21

Jesus Appears to Thomas
Thomas (called Didymus) was not with the followers when Jesus came. Thomas was 1 of the 12. 25 The other
followers told Thomas, “We saw the Lord.”
24

But Thomas said, “I will not believe it until I see the nail marks in his hands. And I will not believe until I put
my finger where the nails were and put my hand into his side.”
A week later the followers were in the house again. Thomas was with them. The doors were locked, but Jesus
came in and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here.
Look at my hands. Put your hand here in my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
26

28

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you see me. Those who believe without seeing me will be truly
happy.”
29

Why John Wrote This Book
Jesus did many other miracles before his followers that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so
that you can believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Then, by believing, you can have life through his
name.
30

Adult Reflection
(taken from Ten: Ten Resources)

We hear in the Gospel passage: ‘He breathed on them and said: “Receive the Holy Spirit.”’
Goodness, has there ever been an Easter Season when we have so longed for the breath and life
of God, the presence of God, for peace, for the Holy Spirit?
Maybe you already feel more peaceful now that Lent has ended and we are in the Easter
season. However, I am sure that many of you are perhaps feeling just as anxious and stressed
about the current situation: anxiety about the term ahead and the children you teach, anxiety
about your families and the world at large.
The good news is that, as we see in the Gospel, Jesus welcomes our questions, our doubts, our
anxieties. He doesn't berate Thomas for his doubts - Jesus welcomes his doubts and invites him
closer. He lets Thomas express his doubts and then encourages him, saying “Doubt no longer
but believe.” Thomas heeds this gentle instruction from Jesus and acknowledges Him, saying,
“My Lord and My God.”
Think to yourself: Where do I need to receive God's breath - the Holy Spirit? What doubts and
anxieties do I need to express to the Lord and receive His presence in return?
Take a moment to tell Jesus your doubts and anxieties. Ask Him to breathe on you afresh.
Each time you feel overwhelmed with worry or anxiety, pause for a time and ask God to show
Himself to you.

Amen

Sunday 26th April
Luke 24:13-35 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
On the Road to Emmaus
That same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a town named Emmaus. It is about seven miles from
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking about everything that had happened. 15 While they were discussing these things,
Jesus himself came near and began walking with them. 16 (They were not allowed to recognize Jesus.) 17 Then he
said, “What are these things you are talking about while you walk?”
13

The two followers stopped. Their faces were very sad. 18 The one named Cleopas answered, “You must be the
only one in Jerusalem who does not know what just happened there.”
19

Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about?”

The followers said, “It is about Jesus of Nazareth. He was a prophet from God to all the people. He said and did
many powerful things. 20 Our leaders and the leading priests gave him up to be judged and killed. They nailed
him to a cross. 21 But we were hoping that he would free the Jews. It is now the third day since this happened.
22
And today some women among us told us some amazing things. Early this morning they went to the tomb,
23
but they did not find his body there. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels. The angels
said that Jesus was alive! 24 So some of our group went to the tomb, too. They found it just as the women said,
but they did not see Jesus.”
Then Jesus said to them, “You are foolish and slow to realize what is true. You should believe everything the
prophets said. 26 They said that the Christ must suffer these things before he enters his glory.” 27 Then Jesus began
to explain everything that had been written about himself in the Scriptures. He started with Moses, and then he
talked about what all the prophets had said about him.
25

They came near the town of Emmaus, and Jesus acted as if he did not plan to stop there. 29 But they begged
him, “Stay with us. It is late; it is almost night.” So he went in to stay with them.
28

Jesus sat down with them and took some bread. He gave thanks for the food and divided it. Then he gave it to
them. 31 And then, they were allowed to recognize Jesus. But when they saw who he was, he disappeared. 32 They
said to each other, “When Jesus talked to us on the road, it felt like a fire burning in us. It was exciting when he
explained the true meaning of the Scriptures.”
30

So the two followers got up at once and went back to Jerusalem. There they found the 11 apostles and others
gathered. 34 They were saying, “The Lord really has risen from death! He showed himself to Simon.”
33

Then the two followers told what had happened on the road. They talked about how they recognized Jesus
when he divided the bread.
35

Month of May

Sunday 3rd May
John 10:1-10 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
The Shepherd and His Sheep

10 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth. The man who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs in some
other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The man who
guards the door opens it for him. And the sheep listen to the voice of the shepherd. He calls his own sheep, using
their names, and he leads them out. 4 He brings all of his sheep out. Then he goes ahead of them and leads them.
They follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger. They will run away from
him because they don’t know his voice.” 6 Jesus told the people this story, but they did not understand what it
meant.

Jesus Is the Good Shepherd
7

So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth. I am the door for the sheep. 8 All the people who came before me were

thieves and robbers. The sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. The person who enters through me will be
saved. He will be able to come in and go out and find pasture. 10 A thief comes to steal and kill and destroy. But I
came to give life—life in all its fullness.

Sunday 10th May
John 14:1-12 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
Jesus Comforts His Followers

14 Jesus said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God. And trust in me.

2

There are many rooms in my

Father’s house. I would not tell you this if it were not true. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 After I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back. Then I will take you to be with me so that you may be where I
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”

[a]

5

Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. So how can we know the way?”

6

Jesus answered, “I am the way. And I am the truth and the life. The only way to the Father is through me. 7 If

you really knew me, then you would know my Father, too. But now you do know him, and you have seen him.”
8

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father. That is all we need.”

9

Jesus answered, “I have been with you a long time now. Do you still not know me, Philip? He who has seen me

has seen the Father. So why do you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words I say to you don’t come from me. The Father lives in me, and he is doing his
own work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or believe because of the
miracles I have done. 12 I tell you the truth. He who believes in me will do the same things that I do. He will do
even greater things than these because I am going to the Father.

Sunday 17th May
John 14:15-21 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
The Promise of the Holy Spirit
15

“If you love me, you will do the things I command. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another

Helper. He will give you this Helper to be with you forever. 17 The Helper is the Spirit of truth. The world
[a]

cannot accept him because it does not see him or know him. But you know him. He lives with you and he will
be in you.
18

“I will not leave you all alone like orphans. I will come back to you. 19 In a little while the world will not see me

anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live, too. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my
Father. You will know that you are in me and I am in you. 21 He who knows my commands and obeys them is
the one who loves me. And my Father will love him who loves me. I will love him and will show myself to
him.”

Thursday 21st May ~ Feast of the Ascension of our Lord
Holy day of obligation

Matthew 28:16-20 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
Jesus Talks to His Followers
16

The 11 followers went to Galilee. They went to the mountain where Jesus told them to go. 17 On the mountain

they saw Jesus and worshiped him. But some of them did not believe that it was really Jesus. 18 Then Jesus came
to them and said, “All power in heaven and on earth is given to me. 19 So go and make followers of all people in
the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach them to obey
everything that I have told you. You can be sure that I will be with you always. I will continue with you until the
end of the world.”

Sunday 24th May
John 17:1-11 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
Jesus Prays for His Followers

17 After Jesus said these things he looked toward heaven. Jesus prayed, “Father, the time has come. Give
glory to your Son so that the Son can give glory to you. 2 You gave the Son power over all people so that the Son
could give eternal life to all those people you have given to him. 3 And this is eternal life: that men can know
you, the only true God, and that men can know Jesus Christ, the One you sent. 4 I finished the work you gave me
to do. I brought you glory on earth. 5 And now, Father, give me glory with you. Give me the glory I had with you
before the world was made.
6

“You gave me some men from the world. I have shown them what you are like. Those men belonged to you,

and you gave them to me. They have obeyed your teaching. 7 Now they know that everything you gave me
comes from you. 8 I gave these men the teachings that you gave me. They accepted those teachings. They know
that I truly came from you. 9 I pray for them now. I am not praying for the people in the world. But I am praying
for those men you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And my
glory is shown through these men. 11 Now I am coming to you. I will not stay in the world now. But these men
are still in the world. Holy Father, keep them safe. Keep them safe by the power of your name (the name you
gave me), so that they will be one, the same as you and I are one.

Sunday 31st May
Pentecost
N.B. Today is also the feast of the Visitation but is superseded by the Sunday Liturgy.

John 20:19-23 International Children’s Bible (ICB)
Jesus Appears to His Followers
19

It was the first day of the week. That evening Jesus’ followers were together. The doors were locked, because

they were afraid of the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. His followers were very happy when they saw the Lord.
21

Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you! As the Father sent me, I now send you.” 22 After he said this, he

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven. If you
don’t forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

