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IMPORTANT DATES
Autumn Half Term
Christmas Holidays
Spring Half Term
Easter Holidays
Summer Half Term
Summer Holidays begin

29th October – 2nd November 2012
22nd December - 7th January 2013
11th February - 15th February 2013
28th March - 12th April 2013
27th May - 31st May 2013
20th July 2013
CLUBS

Clubs currently running at RVS:
Football club - Monday 3.20-4.00pm run by Mrs Beck
Netball club - Monday 3.20-4.00pm run by Mrs Cundale and Mrs Ray
Rugby club – Thursday 3.20-4.00pm run by Mr Scruby
Tennis club – Thursday 3.20-4.00pm run by Mrs Curtis
Dragon Fire club is available to all school children whose brothers and
sisters may be taking part in any of the above clubs. A member of their staff
will collect children from the clubs when they end. Please contact Jane or
Sarah on 07968349456/ 07774613338 for more details.
Friends of Radnor Valley School
Fiona Jones 01544 230332
CONTACTS
Mrs M Meredith
Acting Headteacher
School Lane, New Radnor, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2SS
01544 350203
office@radnor.powys.sch.uk
Front Cover photos (clockwise from top right): the Second World War
Home Front visit to Brecon Military Museum; a frosty day at RVS;
WWII Home Front; Harvest Festival, ‘The Story of Bread’.
Back Cover photos: VE Day celebration.

Governors’ Report 2011/12

Welcome to the 2nd Annual Governors’ Report in its new format. My thanks to
everyone who has made a contribution to the report. My thanks to Acting Head Teacher
Mrs Marilyn Meredith and all the staff, teaching and non teaching. Also thanks to
Governors and Parents who have all made a valuable contribution to the life of the
school.
Powys County Council’s Schools Modernisation programme is now underway in the
John Beddoes catchment area. Three informal consultation meetings have been held at
New Radnor, Presteigne and Knighton. All were well attended.
The views of parents, staff and the public will be considered by education officers who
will prepare a report which will be presented to the Council’s Cabinet who will determine
the next step in the process.
Radnor Valley governors have expressed concern to Powys County Council about the
impact on Radnor Valley School, should the decision be made to close Gladestry Church
in Wales School.
The option to close both schools and create a Church in Wales School on the Radnor
Valley site would in the opinion of the Governors, lead to much disruption and
uncertainty over a long period.
The high standards achieved at Radnor Valley and Gladestry could be at risk.
The proposal will be resisted by myself as Chairman on behalf of the Governors and
School.
Please read the report and come along to the meeting on the 8th October at 6.00p.m.,
when you will have an opportunity to discuss any issues you may have about the school.

E. M. Jones
Chairman

The Governors and their roles
Governors
LEA Representatives
Councillor E. M. Jones
(Chairman)
Mr N. J. Dinsdale

Minor Authority Governor
(New Radnor)
Councillor T. Brown
Parent Governors
Mr G. Pugh

Roles

Term start/expires

Finance, Disciplinary
Aug. 2008-Aug. 2012
(Staff), Governor Training,
Staff Appeals
Transition Plan, Welsh
Language, Health and
Safety

Dec. 2010-Dec. 2014

Curriculum

Oct. 2008-Oct. 2012

Foundation Phase, Pupil
Discipline

Nov. 2008 – Nov. 2012

Mrs P. Dixon
(Vice Chair)

Human Resources,
Jan. 2012 – Jan. 2016
Additional Learning Needs,
Special Educational Needs,
Performance Management

Mr. A. Morris

Equal Opportunities,
Appeals, Premises

Co-opted Governors
Ms. M Cobbett

Mr H. Jones

Jan. 2009-Jan.2013

Child Protection,
Feb. 2011 – Feb. 2015
Performance Management,
Curriculum
Curriculum

Nov. 2009 – Nov. 2013

Teaching Staff Governors
Mrs M. Meredith
(Acting Headteacher)
Mrs R. Beck

Sept. 2008 – Sept. 2012

Non-Teaching Staff
Governor
Mrs S. J. Jones

Nov. 2009 – Nov. 2013

Clerk to the Governors
Jenny Lowe

Powys County Council Literacy Review
On 9th July, Powys County Council carried out a Literacy Review of Radnor
Valley School. The Governors are delighted to announce that Radnor Valley
School was judged as ‘excellent’ in every category, the highest level that can
be achieved. This means that RVS is rated as ‘excellent’ in all aspects of
literacy and at the highest level of ‘Good and Outstanding Schools’ in
Powys. Congratulations to all of the school’s staff for this outstanding
achievement.
NJD

Finance Report (Year end 31/03/12)
Based on 77 pupils:
Total delegated funds
Net expenditure
Planned under spend
Under spend brought forward
Under spend carried forward

= £313,210
= £300,076
= £13,134
= £10,820
= £23,954

Due to the favourable financial position, the governors have decided to
employ a teacher for the Year 3 / 4 class on a one year contract. We are sure
this teacher will be a strong addition to the successful team at Radnor
Valley.
EMJ

Performance Management
Mrs Meredith’s performance management review as Acting Headteacher
took place at the start of the school year. Governors acknowledged
improvements made to communication with parents and governors in the
previous year and, in conjunction with Mrs Meredith, set targets for
2011/12 in the areas of:
 Leadership and Management
 Pupil Progress
 Developing the role of the Governing Body
A review of these targets is set for the end of September 2012 in line with
the new Performance Management timetable for all Powys schools.
MC

Child Protection
Mrs Meredith is the identified Child Protection Officer (CPO) for the
school and remains the first point of contact for all school staff with any
concerns relating to child protection. The child protection policy document
(underpinned by the Children Act 1989 and guidance from the local
Safeguarding Children Board) is the point of reference for all matters
relating to child protection. The document is updated as appropriate and is
held in the school office.
MC

School attendance
Governors are required to monitor and report on school attendance, both
authorised and non-authorised. The 2011-12 attendance target of 94.5% was
met (94.89% attendance). However, while we understand the difficulties of
arranging holidays, the Governors request that every consideration is given
to your children’s education when considering the timing of your family’s
holiday.
EMJ

Health and Safety
A new fire alarm and smoke detector system was installed throughout the
school and staff are to be trained on procedures for the system in the new
year. There have been continuing problems with the drains from the junior
toilets, especially after heavy rainfall. The Governors are seeking redress
from Powys County Council over this issue.
A broken fence around the school field was fixed and an afternoon spent by
staff, parents and governors helped to clear the school grounds. Most of the
items cleared were recycled.
Risk assessments are in place for all trips and visits and can be requested
prior to the event.
NJD

Welsh Language
Mrs Ellison, our peripatetic Welsh Language teacher, has taught one lesson
a week to every class over the year. Mrs Ellison has used exciting and
stimulating methods to support learning of Welsh across the year groups,

ranging from songs and games to drama and role-play. Mrs Ellison also
played a key role in producing the County’s new KS2 Welsh syllabus. Welsh
language standards have improved in speaking, reading and writing under
the new syllabus. The school’s St. David’s Day celebrations also saw all of
the children singing in Welsh.
NJD

Secondary School Transition
RVS has had an active year of transition events with Lady Hawkins’ School
and John Beddoes School.
The John Beddoes Science Department taught a morning lesson to Year 6
on the ‘Plastic Bag’ to support learning on forces. In the Autumn Term RVS
children used the John Beddoes Leisure Centre for swimming and a
handball tournament and as part of the ‘PE in School Sports’ programme
our children joined in a fun ‘paralympic day’. There were three induction
days at JBS to provide a taster of lessons at secondary school and there was
a problem solving day.
The Lady Hawkins’ School History Department organised a WWII morning
with a military vehicle, uniforms and a war veteran for the students to
interview. As well as two induction days at Lady Hawkins’ School, the Head
of Year 7 at LHS visited RVS to take several assemblies and Lady Hawkins’
students visited to show part of their production ‘We will rock you’.
NJD

Healthy schools
The School has been working towards Phase 4 of the Healthy Schools
Initiative, with accreditation taking place on 17th July. Themed assemblies
have been held on the Value of the Month, for example forgiveness and
determination. Mental and emotional health and well-being have been
promoted by the introduction of a Listening Box in each class, Playground
Buddies and Circle Time. The structure of the School Council has been
improved, with opportunities for feedback to children and parents.
TB

Foundation phase
The Foundation Phase spans 3-7 year olds and is covered by two classes in
Radnor Valley.
The Nursery/ Reception class is shared between Mrs Cundale and Mrs
Meredith who are assisted by Mrs Everett. There are 23 children in the class

and on my visit I observed the children taking a keen interest in the lesson
and interacting well with each other. After assembly, shared with Mrs Curtis'
class, the children discussed the day's topic together with Mrs Cundale. This
day it was teeth and healthy eating. Afterwards they broke up into small
groups and developed the day's theme using craft, drawing and board games
with questions and answers on healthy eating.
Stories, music and outdoor play form a large part of the Foundation Phase.
''My Body'', The Jubilee and the Olympics have been themes this year. The
children are obviously happy, well settled and enthusiastic about their
education.
Years 1 & 2 are in Mrs Curtis' class. Assistants are S.J, Miss Hammond
and Mrs Ray who are present at different times throughout the week. The
Autumn term's theme was "My World" involving the studying of the
different cultures & customs of a range of countries and exploring changes
in our environment and how we effect it.
In the Spring term the theme was "Fact or Fiction?", with the focus on
World War 2, and the in the Summer Term "Flying the Flag", exploring The
Olympics and the Diamond Jubilee. Learning throughout the year has had a
very child centered emphasis fully embracing the ethos of the Foundation
Phase. Mrs Curtis' class crowned a successful year by winning a Welsh
Heritage Schools Initiative Award with the World War II theme "Did you
think you could kid us Mr Hitler?"
Congratulations to both children and staff !
GP

Special Education Needs (SEN)
Here at Radnor Valley School we endeavour to offer every child the support
and help they need to enable them to reach their full potential.
During 2011/12 school year we had three children with a 'Statement of
Special Educational Needs', one child with 'School Action Plus' and two
with 'School Action'. Targeted support was given to several other children
to enhance their basic skills. Mrs Meredith has been leading these one-toone and group support sessions in the resource classroom. Over the course
of the year two of these children have improved enough to no longer need
this extra support.

The end of this academic year sees one child with a Statement and one child
with School Action Plus leave Radnor Valley. One child has also progressed
sufficiently to be removed from the SEN Register.
Each child is monitored throughout the year to assess if we need to provide
any extra support and parents will be kept informed of any changes.
PD

More Able and Talented (MAT)
At Radnor Valley School, we aim to ensure that all pupils become effective
learners and achieve their potential. Exceptional ability and talent can
manifest itself in many different ways, e.g. academic, sport, music, art, and it
is estimated that approximately 10% pupils fall into this category. It is the
class teacher’s role at our school to identify those pupils who require
enriched and extended opportunities across the curriculum. A range of
identification methods are employed and reviewed regularly to make certain
that the process is rigorous, transparent and fair. The methods used include
teacher observation and assessment, NFER standardised tests in English
and maths and results of CAT’s tests. In addition to this, teachers have been
given checklists provided by a research paper from the University of
Swansea. This data has been used to complete a Pupil Referral Form and to
compile a register of MAT pupils. It is our aim that children on this register
are provided with more challenging and individualised learning experiences
in order to help them achieve the highest possible standards.
PD

Assessment
Teachers are using an online system, Incerts 2011 to guide and report their
assessments of what pupils have learned. Without the need to collect
paperwork and data beforehand, Incerts gives a live review of attainment
and progress across the school and makes clear the particular strengths and
weaknesses of individuals and groups. The system also helps teachers to
prepare reports for parents about the progress of their child. Use is also
made of assessment tools in English and Mathematics developed by the
National Foundation for Educational Research.
TB

Radnor Valley School –
WINNERS OF THE
‘WELSH NATIONAL
HERITAGE
INITIATIVE’ 2012 for
‘Did you think you could
kid us Mr Hitler?’ – A Year
1,2 and 3 Project on the
Second World War.

RVS children met and interviewed Auxiliary
Territorial Service veteran Irene Smith

Part of the WWII wall display.

‘Robots’ by Nursery/Reception children

The Olympic Torch

Part of Year 1 and 2 display on the
London Olympics and Paralympics

Visit to the Centre for Alternative Technology

‘Staylittle’ adventure week for Years 4, 5 & 6

WWII display (above) & 3D model of an Olympic swimmer
made from wire and modroc (below)

Curriculum
English
The Environment, World War 2, the Diamond Jubilee, Olympics and
Paralympics were all topics that provided a colourful range of opportunity
for children to develop their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.
Key stage 2 worked hard towards the preparation and presentation of their
topics, while the Foundation Phase got to grips with sounds and letters
through Floppy’s Phonics, focusing on developing fine motor skills as they
put pencil to paper. Year 3 created story-mountains and the ‘Nelson
Handwriting and Spelling Scheme’ has begun to offer a clear flow for
development of these particular skills as children progress through the
school.
The quality and high standard of work from pupils and staff was recognised
in an excellent report following a Literacy Review by the local authority in
July.
MC

Art
Nursery/Reception explored the outdoor environment, making collages
from natural materials and pressing, printing and rubbing leaves. They
enjoyed drawing, painting and making models of tigers and elephants from
clay and junk materials, before painting and making skeleton mobiles,
designing and making robots.
In the Autumn term Mrs Curtis’s class also created collages, this time with
found objects from both the natural and man-made environments.
The WW2 topic encouraged new poster designs, involving the use of
appropriate colour mixing techniques. While WW1 Welsh poet Hedd Wyn
was the inspiration for a charcoal sketching project.
The summer’s Jubilee and Olympic fever led the children to design and
create individual fabric squares before joining them to form a fabulous
patchwork wall-hanging. A look back at celebrations of games past meant
that Greek Olympic pottery influenced the creation of some contemporary
Radnorshire pots and the sights of London (2012) were the subjects for
some lovely line drawings and washes.

Key Stage 2 began the year exploring the theme ‘My World’ as they sketched
and created watercolours via observations of the natural world. Spring saw a
focus on tone and line as the children experimented with techniques in
charcoal. The Summer’s Olympics provided opportunity for 3D work
producing models of athletes and a look forward to Rio 2016 challenged the
children to create some new designs for an Olympic Logos.
MC

Physical Education
The School continues to perform well in competition with often much
larger schools. During the Autumn term the juniors attended swimming
sessions at Presteigne and Year Five enjoyed cycling. Afternoon clubs were
held in football and netball. The Brook and Border football and netball
tournament took place in September, followed by the Bedstone College
cross country event and a swimming and handball tournament at John
Beddoes in October. Spring term saw a badminton and racket ball cluster
event for years five and six at John Beddoes and the Mitchell Hamer
football and netball tournament at Lady Hawkins School. The School
hosted a football and netball festival in March. Swimming continued for
juniors.
During the Summer term the younger children were introduced to
swimming. There were outstanding performances in hockey at three events
held in May at Llandrindod Wells. Years 4, 5 and 6 attended a Para Olympic
Day at Presteigne, representing Peru and gained valuable insights into
disability. An athletics event for years 3 and 4 took place at Presteigne
Primary School and a rounders tournament in Knighton. At the end of
June, years 4, 5 and 6 spent three nights away enjoying adventurous
activities at Staylittle. A hockey after school club was organised. Sports Day
was postponed until 11th July.
TB

Mathematics
During the year training took place for all staff in Numincon, a teaching
approach designed to give children the understanding of number ideas and
relationships that is essential for success in maths. Numicon shapes, a series
of structured patterns, are used to represent numbers. The staff group are
also reviewing current teaching methods and considering other schemes.
Mathematics is to be a major focus of the School Improvement Plan next
year. TB

ICT
The Friends of Radnor Valley School are raising funds to purchase a
Netbook trolley, which will enable children to work online at their desks
without having to use the Computer Room.
TB

Music
Numerous events throughout the year have provided the chance for the
children to enjoy and improve their musical talent. Harvest festival,
Christmas singing at Prestmead, the Garth and New Radnor Community
Christmas lunch; St David’s Day celebrations and the end of year play
‘Hookwinked’ to name a few.
Approximately 12 children took up or continued individual instrument
lessons with peripatetic teacher Mrs Wilding Smith, while New Radnor
resident and Oboist Ruth Watson visited the school in the summer term to
provide further motivation and inspiration by introducing the children to a
range of alternative orchestral instruments.
And finally, the purchase of an iPod has meant that all assembly music is
now downloaded and accessible at the touch of a screen!
MC

Science
The whole school followed three science themes over the year: ‘Materials’,
‘Recycling’ and ‘My Body’. Highlights over the year included the visit to Ten
Green Bottles to find out about recycling and the visit to the Centre for
Alternative Technology which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
NJD
History
The outstanding achievements of the school, and especially Year 1, 2 and 3,
on their topic ‘Did you think you could kid us?’ was recognised with the
winners award in the highly prestigious Welsh Heritage Awards. Mrs Curtis
and two students received the award in a packed Parc and Dare Theatre in
Treorchy. The award was well deserved after an incredible amount of work
and activities achieved to an amazing standard. The topic included a trip to

Brecon Museum, a visit by Lady Hawkins’ School History Department
along with Clive Cotterell and his US Dodge weapons carrier and the WWII
veteran Irene Smith, a full school VE Day street party, and Years 4, 5 and 6
carried out ‘Make do and Mend’ activities. Special assemblies on the topic
were also held for students and parents and included dramatic elements,
songs and film based around the children’s own family research. Their work
was also beautifully realised in displays and a booklet. Congratulations to all
involved for their outstanding achievements.
With the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, the whole school also visited the
Diamonds in the Park event at the Glanusk Estate, and, despite the poor
weather, a great day was had by all. A fantastic Jubilee street party was also
enjoyed by the children, parents, staff and governors.
NJD

Geography
The London Olympics and Paralympics provided the school with the
opportunity to follow plenty of exciting cross-curricular activities and the
children enjoyed looking at the nations’ flags and finding out about many of
the countries competing in the Games. Also, in the Autumn Term Years 1
and 2 followed the theme ‘My World’ and learnt about Brazil and France. A
real highlight of the year was the visit by all years to the Centre for
Alternative Technology to follow topics such ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and
Recover’.
NJD

FRIENDS OF RADNOR VALLEY CP SCHOOL
The Friends of Radnor Valley School have had another busy year. In
December we were able to everyone to the Courtyard Theatre in Hereford
to see the pantomime Aladdin. We all had a wonderful time.
Our main fundraising event this year was a Grand Summer Draw. We had
some wonderful prizes and raised around £1,000.00 for school funds. The
Friends also organised a pub quiz, bingo, the blue bag collection and a disco.
The main purchase of the year was the overhead projector for the school
hall.
Thank you to all who helped with the events and who attended. Every little
helps and all money raised goes towards the school and our children’s
education.
Fiona Jones

School Council Annual Report to the Governors
September 2011 to July 2012
It has been a very busy year, starting with “Children in Need” on 18th
November 2011. We raised all of our money by wearing spots and stripes
and by having a competition to “Design your own Pudsey Bear”. We raised
£130.24 from doing all this!
We wanted to find out what sorts of activities pupils would like at breaktimes and how facilities at dinner-times could be improved, so we made a
list of questions to put on a survey. When the surveys were handed in, we
did a tally chart of the “yes” and “no” answers. Fifty-four children
completed our survey. We found out that the majority of pupils wanted
more playground equipment and they gave us some ideas - these included
more painted games on the yard like snakes and ladders and hopscotch and
new equipment like football goals and a sand pit. During wet break-times,
thirty-nine children wanted dot-to-dot and everybody wanted DVD’s! Some
other ideas were table football, badminton, music and singing songs.
“Sport Relief” on March 23rd was legendary! We ran around the field as
many times as we liked and we raised £203.73. This money went to people
who don’t have access to clean water and it helps them get supplies of
water. The following Wednesday, we organised a special assembly and
invited parents. We announced how much money we had raised, described
the results of our survey, and thanked everybody for their support.
On July 13th we had a “Wear what you like” Day and we also made cakes.
We raised £111.49 and we’re going to spend this money on new
equipment for the playground, including apparatus for learning circus skills
and balls for rugby and netball.
Finally, we were asked to do something very important; we interviewed four
candidates for the job of teaching Years 3 and 4. This was a different
experience for all of us. We thought of some questions at a School Council
Meeting and we also asked for suggestions from other pupils. To make sure
it was a fair test, we asked all the candidates the same questions, these
included, “How do you make lessons interesting?” , “What do you like
about Radnor Valley School?” and “Can you tell us a joke?”. It was nervous
for them but they were all very good. After each interview, we told Mrs
Cundale what we thought and she made notes, she reported what we said to
the Governors. They offered the job to Mr Scruby.
School Council: Josh Leighton-Morris, Rees Morris, Chloe
McClelland, Toby Hodges-Small, Charlie Harris and Emily Morris

