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Headteacher’s Welcome  

 

Welcome to The Federated Schools of St. Joseph’s Catholic  

Infants and St. Joseph’s Catholic Juniors (Diocese of Brentwood).    

 

I am delighted your family are looking to join our Junior School in 

September 2022. St. Joseph’s is a very special school, where the  

Gospel values of love, honesty and respect permeate through every aspect of 

our school life.  

 

As Headteacher, I firmly believe in nurturing all aspects of children’s social, 

academic, and emotional development to enable children to confidently 

navigate the world around them.  I am committed to providing an inclusive 

environment where all children are treated as unique individuals and feel safe, 

valued, and loved. I hope to instil my own passion for learning in all our children 

so that they grow to achieve well and excel in their adult lives.   

 

St. Joseph’s is a happy, vibrant school, with a truly dedicated team of staff.  As 

educators we have a thirst for learning and are always looking for ways to 

improve, refine and adapt our provision to ensure we best meet the needs of 

all our children.  We provide ambitious learning opportunities to motivate our 

children and make full use of our outdoor environment, as well as the local 

area and wider community.  

 

As a school we have the highest expectations of our children, both in their 

academic work and behaviour.  We celebrate the ‘Whole Child’ and support 

our children to be the very best they can be by providing a loving and caring 

environment for them to grow and flourish.  We recognise that learning does 

not take place in isolation and collaboration between pupils, teachers, parish 

community, parents and carers is the key to our success.  

 

Once again, I am delighted to welcome both you and your child to our 

wonderful school, and I look forward to many happy and prosperous years to 

come in our exciting journey together. 

 

Warmest regards,  

 

Mrs D’Souza 

Headteacher, B.Ed. (Hons). 

 



 

 

Vision, Mission and Aims 
 

 

Our Vision  

 

To develop confident, responsible citizens and innovators of the future who 

make a meaningful contribution to society through their work as well as 

through their acts of kindness and compassion towards others.  

 

Our Mission  

 

To inspire our children to be passionate lifelong learners by providing a 

curriculum which keeps children’s pedagogy at its heart.  

 

 

Our Aims 

 

- To instil children with the values of respect for oneself and respect of others to 

act with integrity and be moral citizens now and in the future. 

 

- To promote a sense of curiosity and creativity to enable children to be problem 

solvers and critical thinkers of the 21st century. 

 

- To empower our children with the necessary skills to be independent and 

resilient learners to enable them to successfully undertake challenges and 

navigate the world around them. 

 

- To provide personalised enjoyable learning experiences that recognise 

children’s individual gifts and talents, fulfils their entitlement to the National 

Curriculum and enriches their understanding of the world around them 

 

- To instil our children with a good work ethic by setting high expectations for 

work and behaviour to ensure all our pupils have an equal opportunity to be 

successful in primary school and beyond 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Governing Body, we would like to welcome you and your children to the 

Federated Schools of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infants and St. Joseph’s Catholic Juniors.  

 

It is important that as parents, you feel welcome.  A good relationship between School, Parish 

and home helps to build a child’s confidence and assists their development in school.  We 

depend upon the co-operation, support, and involvement of parents.  At the Federated 

Schools we strive to foster a relationship that does not end at the school gate, and to develop 

a good understanding and relationship between home, staff, and governors for the benefit of 

our children.  

 

The federated schools are a place where we passionately strive to provide a happy, safe, 

supportive, caring, and inclusive environment for all our pupils.  We aim to make our children 

confident, sensitive to others, interested in the world around them and prepared for the 

challenges ahead.  Our Headteacher, Mrs D’Souza, works extremely hard, heading a team of 

dedicated professionals, who are committed to providing your children with the best possible 

learning environment and high-quality teaching, alongside the nurture and care needed for 

children of such a young age. 

 

This year we are focussing on developing outdoor learning and inquiry based learning.  This is 

in addition to making enhancements to our rich and diverse curriculum, so that children have 

more time dedicated to music, sports, and the arts. 

 

Our team of Governors (made up of parents, staff, representatives of the community and 

Local Authority) provides support to the school in several ways, using our experience from 

various backgrounds.  As well as sharing a common desire to be involved in supporting the 

school, the Governing Body has statutory duties by which it is legally bound.  The Governing 

Body is there to make sure that school’s performance is evaluated and continuously improves, 

to provide the strategic direction for the school, to ensure legal obligations are met and that 

the school keeps abreast of whatever challenging circumstances are thrown our way.  Most 

of all we are there because we care for our school, we want to ensure the Federated Schools 

not only continue to provide excellent learning standards and a Catholic setting where 

children can flourish, but that they continue to improve in every aspect on an on-going basis. 

 

As Governors, we are always keen to seek the views of parents and carers.  If you wish to speak 

to us, we can always be contacted through the school office, and you may also see us around 

the school and in the playground.  Governors can also be found at the various events held 

within the federated schools, for example at parents evening, school fetes, assemblies, and 

masses. 

 

We sincerely hope that your children enjoy their time at The Federated Schools of St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Infant and St Joseph’s Catholic Junior. 

 

Nicola Brunton  
Chair of Governors at the Federated Schools of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infants  

and St. Joseph’s Catholic Juniors 

Meet the Governing Body  

 



 

 

Learning in Year 3    
 

Year 3 marks the end of Key Stage 1 as your child enters Key Stage 2 as a Junior. This 

also involves a move to a new school where they become the youngest year group 

again. Although it may seem daunting to parents, it is an exciting time where children 

are fascinated by the prospect of going to ‘Big School’, where they can forge new 

friendships and gain increasing independence.  

What will my child do in Year 3 in the core subjects? 

English 

In English, your child will continue to work on the spelling patterns they have begun in 

previous years, but this year there is less of a focus on phonics,  unless needed for 

groups or individuals, and more emphasis on understanding and learning the spelling 

rules, as well as attention to prefixes and suffixes.  

There are statutory spelling lists for Year 3 and 4, so schools will split these across the 

two years, with teachers adding additional topic-linked words or words they feel their 

class needs to practise. 

In writing, Year 3 will focus on creativity and writing styles; looking at settings, language 

style, and character within their writing. Your child will also study different genres of 

writing such as poetry and play scripts. 

Maths 

Maths in Year 3 has more of a times tables focus. Quick recall of the required 3, 4, 8, 

and 50 times-tables (as well as the 2, 5, and 10 times-tables they’ve already learned 

in Year 1 and 2) is important as they form the foundation for a large majority of the 

work the children will cover within the year. 

You will notice your child beginning to use column addition and subtraction of three-

digit numbers this year, as well as learning about multiplication and division, and using 

— and applying — their times tables knowledge. They will also cover fractions of 

quantities, equivalent fractions, angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, area, 

perimeter, and shape. 

The national curriculum ‘mastery’ style of teaching concentrates on breadth of 

knowledge, and children will be encouraged to use their understanding of the new 

concepts to solve challenges to deepen their understanding. 

Science 

Science in Year 3 is engaging and fun. Your child will learn about life processes, rocks, 

light, forces and magnets, and animals (including humans). How to work scientifically 

and write up their investigations in a more formal way — using predictions, methods, 

results and conclusions — is also a key part of this year’s science curriculum. 



 

 

Safeguarding  

 

At the Federated Schools of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infants and Juniors, 

safeguarding is our biggest priority.  Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 

and we strongly believe in working together to meet the needs of our school 

community.  

 

We are committed to providing a positive, safe, and stimulating environment, 

where all members of the school community feel valued and respected.  

 

All school staff and regular visitors to the school have enhanced DBS checks 

which are reviewed and updated as people join the school community.   

 

Visitors to our school from outside companies such as workshop providers, 

training student teachers, health care professionals and music tutors all hold a 

DBS with their company which is checked and monitored in school.  

 

All our staff receive annual and termly safeguarding training.  As a school we 

regularly review our safeguarding procedures and practices to ensure the 

safety and wellbeing of our pupils, staff, and parents. 

 

Our Safeguarding policies are reviewed annually and are available to view on 

the school website.  

 

We have a team of seven designated safeguarding leads (DSLs) to manage 

any safeguarding concerns across the Infant and Junior schools.  If you have 

a query or concern, please do not hesitate to contact them by calling the 

school office on 0208 539 5971, where all concerns will be treated in 

confidence. 

 

The Designated Safeguarding Leads in the Juniors are: 

 

Mrs Subebe   Assistant Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead   

Mrs Le   KS2 Lead and Deputy DSL     

Mrs Carmody  KS2 Lead and Deputy DSL 

Ms Poku   Deputy DSL 

 

If you have a concern outside of school hours, you can also contact the 

Waltham Forest MASH Team.  

 

Telephone: 020 8496 2310 

E-mail: MASHrequests@walthamforest.gov.uk 
 

 

mailto:MASHrequests@walthamforest.gov.uk


 

 

Attendance Matters  

 

Regular attendance at school means that your child can make the most of 

their education and improve their chances in adult life.  

 

School gives your child a wide range of opportunities and experiences in the 

form of academic lessons, educational trips and workshops that allow them to 

develop their interests and achieve to their full potential.  

 

School life helps to develop your child’s social, emotional and language skills 

such as making and developing friendships and communicating with the world 

around them. 

 

The link between excellent attendance and attainment in school is clear.  The 

more a pupil is in school the more they increase their opportunity to fulfil their 

potential.    

 

If a child has 90% this means they have missed ½ day every week.  Over 5 years 

this means ½ a school year of learning missed.  Research suggests that a drop 

in attendance also equals a drop in achievement.  If a child can improve their 

attendance by 1%, they will see a 5-6% improvement in attainment (DFES). 

 

You can help your child to attend school regularly by: 

 

 Talking to your child regularly and positively about school 

 Taking an interest in your child’s schoolwork, homework, and 

achievements 

 Not take holidays in school time 

 Knowing the school routines well to avoid any issues on the day (e.g., 

school P.E kit and non-uniform days) 

 Talking calmly to your child about their attendance 

 Listening to explanations if they do not want to come to school  

 Speaking to the school as soon as possible to resolve any issues 

 Pursuing the reasons for non-attendance as it could be linked to P.E 

days, swimming days, homework deadlines or any assessments 

 Only allow days at home for genuine illness (you will know) 

 Remember praise is important for raising good attendance  

 

 



 

 

Wraparound Care  

At St. Joseph’s, we understand that parents have work and other commitments 

and offer a Breakfast and After School Club to support your child/children 

throughout their time in school. 

St. Joseph’s Junior School Breakfast Club  

 

Children can arrive from 7:45am, when they will be offered a healthy and 

nutritious breakfast such as a choice of cereals, toast, fruit, yoghurts, and 

healthy drinks.  

Our Breakfast Club offers a calm, safe environment where children can take 

part in a range of activities such as drawing, games and Lego or use this time 

to complete any unfinished homework or reading before their school day 

begins.  

The cost is £4 per day and we ask for you to book all sessions in advance on a 

permanent basis to ensure your place.  We are currently offering a free taster 

session for anyone who would like to try our service for the first time (you will 

need to book in advance). 

We are also happy for parents to book in advance for ad hoc cases.  All 

payments are made through your child's ParentPay account. 

St. Joseph’s After School Club  

St. Joseph’s After School Club is held on the Junior School site and operates for 

children aged 4 and over.   

The club runs from the end of the school day until 6:15pm.  Infant children are 

collected from the Infant School and are walked down to the Junior School on 

Vicarage Road by at least two members of staff.   

 

The cost of the club is £55 per week for 5 days 3:00pm - 6:15pm 

The cost of one day is £12 - 3:00pm - 6:15pm  

The cost of the club is £25 per week for 5 days 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm   

The cost of one day is £6.00 - 3:00pm - 4:30 pm   

 

The cost includes a variety of hot and cold snacks and a range of activities 

such as sports, arts, crafts, and games as well as opportunities for completing 

homework and reading.  Please contact the school on 0208 539 5971 to 

request an application pack. 

 

We aim to provide a reliable service and always ensure adequate staffing so 

kindly ask that you book in advance.  If you have booked a place but your 

child is unable to attend for any reason, you may still be charged if this is a 

regular occurrence.  All our clubs run with the same ethos and values as our 

school.  Staff at both clubs have received safeguarding and first aid training.   



 

 

Enrichment and School Development Fund  
 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School has good facilities and provides an 

extremely high level of education for every child.  As a school we continue to 

invest in enrichment activities and school development projects to offer the 

best opportunities for our children. 

 

All money raised from the school ‘Enrichment Fund’ is used to provide enriching 

resources and opportunities that have a direct impact your child.  

 

Over the next two years the Enrichment Fund will be used to:  

 

 Invest in ‘Outdoor Learning’ opportunities- leading on from Forest School 

we would like to embark on an outdoor learning KS2 curriculum.   

 Invest in learning environment to support the inquiry based learning  

 Invest in the reading programmes and resources to inspire a love and 

passion in reading. 

 Invest in wellbeing projects for children’s emotional and social wellbeing  

 Increased enrichment activities in music, dance, art and drama  

We thoroughly believe that these enrichment activities have a huge impact 

on your child’s road to success and the flat annual contribution of £40 per 

child, or £60 per family, will allow us to continue this facility into the future. 

 

We are extremely grateful for all our families’ support throughout the years and 

as new or existing parents to our school, we kindly request your continued 

financial assistance in the development and sustainability of the provision we 

can offer your children this academic year.  

 

In 2018, the Infant school was fortunate to have a major refurbishment.  We are 

in the process of planning refurbishments projects for the Juniors. The School 

Development Fund will be used to: - 

 

 Upgrade ICT provision 

 A rolling programme of maintaining the school buildings 

 Upgrading fencing and entrances to the school building  

 

We are very grateful for all your contributions; they genuinely make a huge 

difference to the provision we can offer your children. 

 

 

 

 

 

What makes our school Special? 



 

 

 
The two schools Federated in 2020-2021 and now operate under the one 

Governing Body and Leadership Team.  

 

This has meant greater collaboration, consistency and sharing of excellent 

practice across both schools. We also work closely with the Local Authority and 

Aquinas Trust to continue to drive standards and ensure our children are 

prepared for every stage of their learning. 

 

As Headteacher, it has been a wonderful journey bringing the two schools 

together and see our children and staff thrive across the two schools.  We see 

ourselves as one school with the same Catholic ethos, passion for learning and 

drive to succeed. All our staff undertake the same high quality training across 

the Infants and Juniors, and we challenge our children academically, morally 

and spiritually to be active moral citizens and leaders of the future. 

 

We constantly strive to keep abreast of current learning pedagogy and ensure 

our curriculum meets the needs of all learners. We ensure our enrichment 

activities provide aspirational opportunities for our children, far beyond the 

school gates.  

 

What makes our school so special? 

 

Our school is a happy, diverse and safe place to be.  

 

Our children’s behaviour is exemplary. 

 

Our staff are committed to ensuring the highest quality teaching and learning 

opportunities for our children. 

 

Our parents are delighted with all the recent developments this term which 

included; 

 
- An investment in resources for maths and reading 

- Introduction of a new assessment system to continue from the Infants to track 

and monitor pupil progress from KS1 to KS2  

- Engagement  in borough sporting events to raise profile of sport 

- A clear focus on ‘writing for pleasure’  and handwriting   

 

Our motto is Believe, Achieve and Inspire! 

 

We look forward to you continuing your journey with us into Year 3   

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

The Federated Schools of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infants and St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Juniors 

Vicarage Road, Leyton, London 

E10 5DX 

Tel: 020 8539 5971 

Email:  school@stjosephsjun.waltham.sch.uk  

mailto:school@stjosephsjun.waltham.sch.uk

