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Intent 
At Perranporth School, we give children a variety of musical 
experiences that create memorable moments where teachers and 
children of all abilities can participate.  

 

We work with our local music services to ensure every child has the 
opportunity of learning to play a recorder and a ukulele.  There are 
further opportunities for children to learn how to play a musical 
instrument with a peripatetic teacher if they choose.   

 

Through class lessons, live musical performances, singing assemblies, 
performances, choir and ‘Songfest’, children at Perranporth School 
become confident musicians who know a variety of songs and have a 
good knowledge of classical composers and genres of music.   

All of our children perform.  They can sing or play solo if they would like 
to.  Children at Perranporth can describe the music they hear or play, 
using musical vocabulary. 

 

Teaching World Music is very important to us, as living in Cornwall 
means our children are less exposed to different cultures.  In addition, 
we are very proud of our Cornish heritage and celebrate this 
enthusiastically on St Piran’s Day in March!     

 



Implementation 

Teachers plan music lessons using our whole school curriculum 
‘Cornerstones’ as a starting point.   

 

Foundation stage 

In their Reception year, children learn songs and rhymes with actions to 
develop rhythmic skills.  They perform songs in the local church at 
Harvest time and for their class nativity at Christmas.  They perform 
with the whole school on St Piran’s Day in March.  In addition, children 
listen to world music from India, as part of their Divali celebrations and 
African drumming as part of their learning about Handa’s surprise.  
They use words like long, short, fast and slow to describe Jack climbing 
up and down the beanstalk and choose instruments to compose 
machinery noises as part of their toys project.  Sometimes they make 
marks or pictures to show them when to perform a sound.   

 
Key stages 1 and 2 

Singing 

Children sing regularly at our school.  We have a school song that is 
familiar to all of us.  At our weekly singing practice, we learn new songs 
for pleasure or for whole school performances.  As well as this, children 
learn songs related to their class topic, for example, in Year 1 the 
children will learn to sing London’s burning as part of their London 



theme and Year 3 will learn ‘Food glorious food’ when their topic is 
‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’.  When children sing in unison they learn to 
start and finish together as well as following directions to change 
dynamics or tempo, for example. 

Years 5 and 6 take part in SONGFEST, working in conjunction with our 
local Music Hub to perform songs with other schools across Cornwall. 

 

Performance 

At the end of the Autumn Term, every child in the school will take part 
in a singing performance with their class or key stage as part of our 
Christmas celebrations.  Prior to this, Reception and Year 1 classes will 
have performed at the church for the Harvest. 

In addition, our school choir will perform to various audiences in our 
local community.  

 

In the second half of the Spring Term, the whole school leads a public 
performance on the village green to celebrate St Piran’s Day.  At this 
event, they will perform three traditional pieces including the Cornish 
Hakka. 

 

As well as these, children perform to other classes or parents when 
deemed appropriate to their learning. 

 



Listening 

Children listen to music from a variety of genres in their class lessons.  
The music chosen usually supports a particular music theme, for 
example, Year 5 will listen to Space Oddity by David Bowie, Rocket Man 
by Elton John and The Planets by Gustav Holst during their ‘Star Gazing’ 
topic.   

 

Across the school, children identify key features of music they hear 
using musical vocabulary from our school glossary.   

 

As children enter the hall for assembly, they listen to classical music.  
They are signposted towards a poster showing the image and era of the 
composer.  

 

Children hear live music during their time at our school:  Samba in Year 
1, sea shanties in Year 2 and a variety of genre in Year 4 are some 
examples.  

 

Composing 

There are various opportunities for children to compose their own 
music using their voices, things around them or real instruments 
(percussion and non-percussion.)  In Year 6, children will compose a rap 
about the heart using an electric keyboard to keep a musical pulse 
whilst they rap rhythms over it.  We use simple notation consisting of 



marks, pictures or traditional notes and symbols to record 
compositions.   

 

IT 

2 Simple (Purple Mash) 

Garageband (iPad) 

Audacity (Windows)  

 

Impact 
How many children are currently learning a musical instrument in 
school with a peripatetic teacher? 

 

Instrument Boys Girls KS1 KS2 Pupil 
Premium 

SEN 

Keyboard 5 10 1 14 5  
Guitar 18 11 8 21 1 1 
Brass 12 4 5 11 3  
Violin  2     

 

How many children are currently in our school choir? 

Boys Girls Pupil Premium    SEN 
4 12 4 1 

 

What did children say about music, during a learning walk? 



 I love singing.  I think I’ve got quite a good voice but I don’t join the choir because I’m not 
sure. 

 I like composing best, just having a go with the instruments and seeing what I can make. 
 I’m not very good at composing – I keep practising but I don’t seem to get better! 
 I like composing a melody to my own lyrics. 
 I love listening to music, especially in the car but not anything from the 90’s – that is my 

Mum’s favourite! 
 Singing is my favourite! 

 

 

 

 

When questioned about teaching music what did the teachers say or 
feel?  

They didn’t like teaching music because they had limited knowledge of musical 
language and lack of ideas for teaching it.  In addition, some teachers felt the 
percussion instrument were too limited and difficult to access. 

One teacher queried how music should be recorded.  

 

 


