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Summer Term Update
Apologies if we have been very quiet this term but we’ve all been very busy making the most of
having the children in school for a sustained amount of time! Staff have been working very hard
and have been fully dedicated in supporting the children with their wellbeing and progress postlockdown. I have recently started to spend some time in classes (from a distance) and I feel the
children deserve credit for their sustained resilience in building on their blended learning
approach and continuing to take their learning forward in creative ways in class.

Attendance

Attendance continues to be very good and currently stands at 95.8%, which is always a good
indicator of how the children feel about coming to school. Please note that a pupil’s attendance is
not affected if they are absent due to Covid isolation. It is still really important that households
(including extended households) isolate and get a test if they have any symptoms. We still require
proof of a negative test before a child can return to school.
Beat That!
Children in Years 1 to 6 have been working
hard on our new initiative to improve speed
and accuracy in mental maths. They have
been progressing well with their Beat That
challenges every week and finding new ways
to learn the number facts that they find tricky.
Well done!
Breakfast Club
Our numbers are rising in Breakfast Club
and we continue to request that parents only
use this club if it is absolutely necessary as
we need to ensure that we can keep contact
groups separated by 2m in the school hall.
A reminder that Breakfast Club is run
separately from the school and therefore,
Breakfast Club staff are not able to pass on
any messages to class teachers and no
members of staff are available this early to
meet with parents. If you need to pass an
urgent message to the teacher, please email
the school or post a private message on
Seesaw and this will be picked up between
8:15 and 8:30 every morning.

Lunchtimes

Pupil Leadership Teams
As we have settled into a more normal routine in
school, we have started to move forward with our
plans to establish pupil leadership teams in school.
Pupil Innovation Team
Many of you may have heard your children discuss
applications to join the school’s Pupil Innovation Team.
Mrs King has been working very hard via Teams to
inspire the children and we have started to receive
some very exciting applications for these exciting
roles. For more information, please see the post on
Seesaw. Closing Date for applications is 7th June
Pupil Attitude Team
Alongside our innovation team, we will be creating a
Pupil Attitude Team who will work alongside the Pupil
Innovation Team to support the Senior Leadership
Team to make important decisions about the future
development of the school. Joining this team will be
slightly different – more information will be shared
after half-term.
INSET Days
A reminder of our remaining INSET days for this
academic year as follows:
INSET 5: Monday 19th July 2021
INSET 6: Tuesday 20th July 2021
School will be closed to pupils on these days.

Diary Dates Summer
Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June
May Half-Term
Friday 16th July – Last day of term
Monday 19th July – INSET Day 5
Tuesday 20th July – INSET Day 6
Thursday 2nd September 2021 – First day of new
school year

Year 6 Leavers
Information has been sent home regarding
hoodies for our pupils who will be leaving us.
As we have a low number of Year 6 pupils
leaving us this year, we are hoping that the
guidance on outdoor gatherings may mean that
we will be able to invite parents to watch a
short Year 6 Leavers’ Concert by the middle of
July.
The provisional date for this concert is;
Wednesday 14th July (pm)
Reserve date in case of bad weather –
Thursday 15th July (pm)
This will be pending updated guidance and
advice re risk assessments. Watch this space!

Health and Safety – Traffic Management
In recent weeks, we have seen an increase in the
number of children being dropped off outside the
school in an unsafe manner. Please make sure you are
safely parked in the layby provided before your child
gets out of the car. Please remind all children to cross
on the zebra crossing only for safety reasons.
Can we also politely request that parents do not
complete three-point turns on Bessemer Drive as this
poses additional risks to pedestrians. If you follow the
road around the site, you are able to exit back onto the
main road via Carmarthenshire Drive to the left or
Bloomery Circle to the right.
Health and Safety – Class Pick Ups
A reminder that the one-way system around the school
is still in place for the health and safety of all visitors
to the school site. Parents should not be entering the
tunnel from Reception/Nursery as this goes against this
system. Nursery parents should pick up from Nursery
and 3:20pm and then leave and re-enter the school site
at the main gate to pick up their child in Y1/2.
Reception pupils finish at 3:30pm. Parents should
collect their Y1/2 child first and then pick up their
Reception child after exiting the tunnel (we appreciate
that this may lead to slight lateness on pick up but this
is fine)

SeeSaw
Seesaw continues to be used by class teachers as a
way of communicating key class information between
home and school. Please make sure that you check this
regularly for any updates.
Staff and children aim to upload some of their work
on a weekly basis and all teachers check their
messages by 8:30 every morning.
During the school day, I’m sure you will appreciate
that the priority for staff is focussed on maximising
face to face learning with the children and therefore
they are not able to upload work or check messages
routinely when they are with the children. Please also
note that staff do not check or respond to messages
or emails outside of working hours.

Transition Visits
Welsh Government guidance has been updated
to indicate that transition visits for children
should go ahead this summer to support pupil
wellbeing as they move to new classes. These
are likely to take place in early July and we
await further guidance to inform our individual
risk assessment for these visits.
Sports Day
As the guidance currently stands, unfortunately
we will be unable to invite parents/carers to our
sports day again this year as the rules regarding
outdoor gatherings does not allow for this. We
are keeping an open mind in the hope that this
guidance may be updated in the near future but
for now, we will take steps to film or photograph
the events to share with you digitally instead.

Healthy Snacks
A reminder that children can bring fruit and vegetables into school for snack/playtime. They are also
encouraged to bring plain water to school to drink through the school day.
This year, many parents have asked if children can bring in cupcakes to celebrate their birthday as
children may not have been able to hold traditional parties at home. However, from September we
will not be able to accept these into school as it can become unmanageable for staff, can cause
inequalities with pupils and could be seen as misaligning with our policy and could hinder progress
towards the Healthy Schools award. Please rest assured that children’s birthdays will continue to be
celebrated in class.
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