
 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2020 - FULL RETURN TO SCHOOL  

Information for Parents and Carers 
 

Revised information, July 2020.  

Changes may occur as further guidance and directives are received from Welsh Government or the Local Authority 

 

    

 

     

 

Travel to and from school  
 

 If possible, we are asking parents and / or children to walk or cycle to 

school. Social distancing is expected between families please.  

 In order to reduce the transmission between adults at school gates, only 

one adult from each family to bring or collect each child / or children to 

or from school please, unless you have provided permission for a key 

stage 2 pupil to walk to and from school unaccompanied.  

 Unfortunately, we are still unable to welcome any parents into school. If 

you have any queries, please ring or email the school office on the 

relevant site.   

 Entrance to the Meads site will be by Priory Road only, with the one-way 

system remaining in operation. The gate by the bungalows lane will not 

be open. 

 Entrance to the Nursery only will be through the back lane off Prioryville. 

 Entrance to Prioryville site will be by Brooke Avenue and Prioryville only. 

Vaynor Road will not be open. 

 No cars will be allowed on either site, in order for the school to be able 

to observe social distancing guidelines. Only blue badge holders or those 

with permits will be able to drive onto site. 

 

 
 

 

Uniform and equipment 
 

 Please send children to school in clean clothing EVERY DAY.  It is also 

recommended that children shower, after being in school, before 

putting on clean clothes at home. 

 Children to please wear school uniform back to school in September. 

Although we do understand that children may not be in uniform every 

day because of washing requirements and so they may wear clothes of 

their own choice in this instance. 

 As we will be outdoors regularly a coat will be required.  

 Children to not bring anything else from home as everything will be 

provided – i.e. no school bags or stationery. The only exceptions are a 

coat, water bottle and lunch box. Please ensure each child has a water 

bottle each day with their name on it. 

 Children are not to wear any unnecessary jewellery. 

 In sunny weather, please apply sun-cream to your child prior to dropping 

them off (the once-a-day type is recommended) and please ensure 

they have a hat. 

 Some children and staff may choose to wear face masks/ coverings.   

 



 

Staggered Start and Finish Times 

Welsh Government have agreed that, as a short term measure, there can 

be a change to the school day start and finish times when all learners return 

in the autumn term. Changes to session times can be made due to the 

incidence of Coronavirus. Please note any changes made whilst the notice 

has affect will not be permanent. 

 

Therefore, to support social distancing, we will continue to stagger the start 

and finish times of the school day when we return in September. We have 

reduced the amount of time that is staggered on return and we hope that 

we will be able to further reduce this if the incidence of COVID-19 remains 

low and as our systems are known to all and being operated efficiently. 

Please see the letter to parents and carers for this detail. 

 

Drop off and Pick up Arrangements 
 

 In order to reduce the transmission between adults at school gates we 

request that children arrive and are collected at the times specified to 

you. Please adhere to the staggered timings, thank you. So far, parents 

and carers have managed this superbly, many thanks. Please continue 

to make every effort to be punctual when dropping off and collecting 

your child, as late arrivals will impact upon the next group. Many thanks 

in anticipation. 

 Please park responsibly off school premises and join the socially 

distanced queue for your child’s class. Staff will be on duty to welcome 

you at the designated entrance points. Please leave your child with the 

member of school staff and exit the school site / gates as quickly as 

possible. Do not wait for any length of time on the school grounds. 

 On the Meads site there will continue to be a one-way system onto and 

off the site for Flying Start, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. As you 

face the school gate you will enter on your right following the metal 

railings. When you have dropped off your child at their designated 

entrance please exit the site on the opposite side and through the left 

hand gate (past Flying Start). 

 All Nursery pupils need to enter the Nursery through the back lane off 

Prioryville. 

 On Prioryville gates are now assigned to classes, as we have had to move 

classrooms in order to accommodate the sizes of classes and maintain 

as much social distancing as possible. Staff will continue to meet you at 

the designated gates and will take pupils into their class. 
 All Year 3 classes and 4LC, 6CG, 5RJ/CM and 5LH must enter by Prioryville 

gate only.  
 Year 4EH, 4JS-W, 4LA/CM, 5HS, 6AD, 6CM and 6LN must enter by Brooke 

Avenue gate only.  
 Please ensure you’re on time. We can only hold a 5 minute window 

unless you need to take children to both sites. If the start / finish times on 

both sites are very close, please discuss this with your child’s teacher so 

that we are aware.   
 

 

General Drop off and Pick up  
 

 If you need to collect your child early or if unfortunately you find that you 

are going to be late, please telephone the relevant school site and 

arrangements will be made for safe collection. 

 

Hygiene and Cleanliness 
 

Hygiene and cleanliness will continue to be paramount: 

 There are sanitiser stations throughout the school 

 Children will wash their hands on entry to their classroom and will be 

reminded to wash their hands frequently during the day. 

 Tissues and bins will be available. 



 We request that children arrive during set drop off times. If for any reason 

your child will be arriving late, please telephone the school and you will 

be given instructions where to wait until you can be greeted.  

 Parents who come to drop off or collect children, please observe the 

social distancing guidelines, particularly when making your way round to 

Foundation Phase classrooms.  

 Classrooms, toilets and doors will be cleaned regularly, throughout the 

day. 

 Classroom doors and windows will be kept open to aid ventilation. 

 There will be no air conditioning, air fans or hand driers used. 

 

Contact Groups in Classes are the new ‘Bubbles’  

 Each year group will be divided into a contact group; effectively a 

class. These will be our new Bubbles. 

 Pupils will remain in their allocated contact group spending most of 

their time in school together including break times and lunch breaks, 

unless in exceptional circumstances whereby we may need to 

combine some children in a year group.  

 This structure will help to reduce the number of people children and 

staff have contact with each day and help with social distancing.  

 Activities that combine classes, as previously, such as assemblies, 

concerts etc…will not be able to be undertaken at present. 

Lunch Time 

 School lunches are available. 

 Dietary requirements will be met as usual. The cost of a school lunch is 

£2.55 for Foundation Phase and £2.65 for KS2. Please see the PCC 

website regarding how to pay. 

 If pupils do bring a lunch box, they will have to store it in their classroom 

(fridges will not be used). All uneaten food and rubbish will be placed 

back in the lunchbox to take back home. Please ensure that the 

children can open and cope with any items of food you include in their 

lunchboxes, as staff will not be able to help.  

 Children will continue to eat in their classrooms. 

 All pupils and staff will be required to wash their hands before and after 

eating.  

 Lunch times will be staggered in order to maintain social distancing 

between classes. 

 

Measures within the Classroom  

 The classrooms have generally been stripped of items that are hard 

to clean daily. 

 The class will not have contact with other classes throughout the 

day. 

 They will not share any equipment or resources with other classes. 

 Movement around the school is carefully managed to maintain 

social distancing from other classes and from adults. 

 Children will remain in their allocated space for the day, only 

leaving for breaks and outdoor activities. 

 The class will be given their own designated area outdoors.   

 Previous whole school activities, such as assemblies, will take place 

in classes or virtually only. 

 

 

 

Using outside areas 
 

 We are keen that the children have regular time outdoors, with their 

class. This is good for their physical and mental wellbeing at this time. 

 There will be timetabled outdoor time for all age groups both as part of 

their daily routine and also for break and lunchtimes. 

 When outdoors, children will only mix with children from their own class, 

maintaining social distancing from all other classes and from all adults. 

 This means they will not have planned contact with children from other 

classes during outdoor times. 

 Children will wash their hands prior to going outside and on entry back 

into the classroom. 

 Each class will be allocated their own resources and these will be 

cleaned between use. 

 



 

Use of toilets 
 

 Each class will use the nearest designated toilets to their classroom.  

 Staff will remind children of allocated “time slots” for their class to use 

the toilets, although of course they will be allowed to use the toilet at 

other times if needed.  

 Children will wash hands before using the toilet. They will wash hands 

after use of the toilet.  

 The toilets will be regularly cleaned throughout the day.  

 Younger children will be encouraged to be as independent as possible.  

 

 

First Aid 
 

 First aiders will be available to be called upon.  

 If children feel unwell, they must let their teacher know.  

 The teacher will follow the appropriate protocol to isolate the pupil in 

order to reduce risk to others.  

 Separate rooms are designated and equipped in the event of a member 

of the school falling ill.  

 Children falling ill during the school day will need to be collected by their 

parent immediately. 

 
 

Attendance 
 

 Welsh Government are expecting all learners to return to their school in 

the autumn term unless they have a medical reason/health reason not 

to. If you feel for any reason that your child is unable to return please let 

school know. 

 In September office staff will now ring to confirm absence following our 

usual procedures. 

 To help protect the health and safety of all members of the school; 

parents of any child who is unable to follow guidelines and instructions 

will be asked in to discuss a way forward for their child. 

 

 

Behaviour  
 

 The normal school policy on behaviour will apply.  

 Additionally, we need to be following appropriate behaviours required 

at school during the continued high risk of contracting COVID-19.  This 

will follow the rules and guidance as set out in Welsh Government Policy. 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Symptoms  
 

PUBLIC HEALTH WALES ADVICE ON STAFF AND LEARNER ATTENDANCE 
Under no circumstances should learners or staff attend schools/settings if 
they: 
 

feel unwell, have any of the three identified COVID-19 symptoms (a 
new continuous cough, or a high temperature or loss of or change to their 
sense of taste or smell) or they have tested positive to COVID-19 in the 
past 7 days 

 

live in a household or are part of an extended household with someone 
who has symptoms of COVID-19 or has tested positive for COVID-19 in the 
past 14 days. 

 
Please note that the most important symptoms are: 

 

Breakfast Club for Pupils from Reception to Year 6  

 

The capacity of the school to run Breakfast Club is now obviously limited 

and so we have to restrict the number of children who can attend the 

Breakfast Clubs at MHCPS.  

 

When we return in September if you need your child to be provided with a 

breakfast and would like to book a place, please phone the school office 

at the Meads on 01646 693861 or on Prioryville on 01646 692705. 

Administrative staff will be available to take bookings from Thursday 3 

September. We will not be able to accept your child unless a booking is 

made. Early booking is recommended as we have limited spaces 

available. PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ANY VOICEMAILS REQUESTING A PLACE, 

AS WE CAN NOT GUARANTEE THAT THESE WILL BE HELD ON THE SYSTEM.  

 
At the beginning of September we will be concentrating on getting 100% of 

all children in all year groups back into school by 14 September. I’m afraid 

we will not be able to facilitate Breakfast Clubs for the first two weeks.   



 A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an 

hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a 

cough it may be worse than usual) 

 A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or 

back 

 A loss of or change in your normal sense of taste or smell 

 

 If your child is displaying Covid symptoms, please keep them at home for 

seven days, whilst the rest of the household self-isolates for 14 days. 

 It is parents’ responsibility to seek a test as quickly as possible. 

 If a positive case is confirmed, then the whole of the Contact Group, 

including adults, will need to self-isolate for 14 days 

 If a test proves negative, school will need proof of this result before the 

child returns to school. 

 

***Please do not send any child to school who is at all unwell *** 

Therefore, if children have any of the following symptoms please keep them 

at home and contact school to let us know: 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o Fever or chills 

o Muscle pain 

o Sore throat 

o New loss of taste or smell 

 

 Test, trace and protect – the school will engage with this strategy and will 

share known contacts if there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 

Breakfast Club will therefore start on Monday 14 September 2020. 

 

No foods can be brought into school by the children to be eaten at the 

breakfast club.  

 

Breakfast club will continue to open at 8am on both sites and no children 

can be allowed on to the school site before that time.  As in our guidance 

earlier no vehicles, apart from blue badge holders and permit holders, are 

allowed to drive onto school sites at present. There will be a member of 

staff who will greet the children at the hall door and supervise them 

sanitising their hands and direct them to their designated socially distanced 

eating area. Please note that this will need to be on a socially distanced 

year group table in either school hall. Year groups will be kept separate at 

all times, but we can not guarantee that classes will be separate in 

Breakfast Club and therefore numbers are limited because we need to 

socially distance within a year group. 

  

Children must continue to arrive for breakfast club by 8.25am. No child will 

be admitted after that time.  

 

This provision will be reviewed at half-term to assess its sustainability whilst 

adhering to the most recent Welsh Government guidance for schools.  

 

Friday Afternoons 

As you know we operate the asymmetric week in school and this has 

proved very successful (prior to lockdown) in terms of developing staff 

professional training and minimising the disruption to pupils’ learning. The 

teaching and learning time was redistributed over the rest of the week and 

we were delighted at how positive this proved to be in terms of pupil 

progress. 

 

Across the cluster, in order to support parents with no other option, we ran 

an out- of- hours’ provision on a Friday afternoon until 3.00pm.  

We are intending to run the same type of provision from Friday 18th 

September. However, due to the restrictions placed upon us by COVID-19 

this will have to be altered in order to keep our pupils and staff safe. 

1. We will need to limit the numbers of pupils attending on a Friday 

afternoon.  

Finally 

 

We are very appreciative of everyone’s efforts during this continued 

difficult time and are aware of inconveniences that are caused. The safety 

of our pupils, parents and staff has to be paramount and I am sure that you 

will all continue to support us with this. Thank you and best wishes for a 

lovely summer break. 

 

 



2. Children will be returning in their contact groups in the week and 

remaining in that group nearly all of the time. However, you will need 

to be prepared that these contact groups would need to cross 

across the year group for any pupils who have no other provision and 

need to stay on a Friday afternoon.  

3. Places to be allocated on a strict booking system to ensure control 

of numbers – we will send out the normal booking forms when we 

return to school in September. 

4. There is a possibility that if we have too many pupils needing to stay 

that we may need to consider a rota system or priority being given 

to critical workers. 

5. Finally a plea that this is only for parents with absolutely no other 

option for provision on a Friday afternoon. 

6. All pupils would need to ensure strict social distancing in the out-of-

school activities. Any pupils who consistently break these rules or fail 

to follow health and safety procedures and instructions, putting 

themselves and others at risk, will not be able to attend. 

 
 

 


