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Introduction  

 
2020 has certainly been a different year and one which we will never forget. As we enter the halfway 
mark to Year 9, I know how hard you have worked to perform to the best of your abilities with your 
current studies. 
 
While much of your focus is naturally on your studies this year, it is also important that you start to 
think about the choices available to you from next September. Until Year 10, you are expected to 
follow the full range of subjects on offer as part of the curriculum at school. However, from September 
2021 you will focus on those subjects which you have demonstrated a high degree of interest in. 
Naturally, you will have shown a good level of ability too. This will enable you to be successful at GCSE! 
 
During the process of selection of courses, it is really important that you discuss your thoughts with 
your parents over Christmas and with us on your return to school on 4th January. During the first few 
days back we will  need to have an indication of choices from a long list, to help us understand which 
subjects are popular, so that we have the correct staffing available for you and so that we can create 
the option columns. However, it is worth noting that all courses are subject to supply and demand. In 
other words, we cannot offer a course which does not have enough interest! 
 
While you will have made your choices by February in the Lent term, it is crucial that you continue to 
display the necessary dedication and effort in those subjects you may not be following beyond Year 9. 
After all, you have worked hard and deserve to finish the year with great success. 
 
Free Option Process (Monday 4th January – Friday 8th January 2021)  
 
You will be able to access the list of options choices via your Microsoft Teams Form Team  
 

  Sunday 10th January 2021 (6.00pm) Deadline: Closing date for the completion of “free options”  
Formal Option Process (Monday 11th January 2021 – Sunday 24th January 2021)  
 
You must select three subjects, one subject from each column via your Microsoft Teams Form Team; 
 
• Thursday 14th January 2021 – Parents’ and pupils Options at 14+ Day 8.00am to 6pm; This will be 
an opportunity for your parents to meet (virtually) with a member of the leadership team or the 
ALNCO where appropriate to discuss the option columns. 
 

 Sunday 24th January 2021 (6.00pm); Deadline: Closing date for completion of option choices via 
your Microsoft Teams Form Team.  Some of the subjects are very popular and there will be limits on 
class sizes in certain subjects. For non-practical subjects this will normally be 30 and for practical 
subjects this will be 20. Where subjects are oversubscribed, we will operate on a ‘first come first 
served basis’. 
 
While this is a key period of time for you, making some very important decisions, please be assured 
there will be plenty of support on hand. Your form tutor, subject teachers, head of phase and older 
pupils will be able to give you the help necessary to make “informed‟ decisions. Good luck in making 
these choices and I am sure that whatever you do, you will achieve your best! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr Samuel Jenkins 
Assistant Headteacher 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPTION SUBJECTS/PYNCIAU OPSIWN 
 
 
AGRICULTURE – (BTEC) 
ART & DESIGN (GCSE) 
Business Studies (GCSE) 
COMPUTER SCIENCE – (GCSE) 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY – (GCSE) 
ENGINEERING (SKILL START) – (NVQ) 
FRENCH (GCSE) 
GEOGRAPHY (GCSE) 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT (GCSE) 
HOSPITALITY AND CATERING LEVEL 1 / 2 AWARD 
HISTORY (GCSE) 
MUSIC (GCSE) 
PERFORMING ARTS (BTEC) 
PSE (BTEC) 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (GCSE) 
 
 
 
 
All subjects are taught by subject specialists.  Pupils are encouraged to 
discuss the course details with the relevant subject teachers. 
 
The following pages contain brief details of the Option Subjects. 
 
Information about the content of the Core Curriculum is included at the back 
of this booklet. 
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AGRICULTURE – BTEC 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The BTEC Level 2 Extended certificate in Agriculture offered at Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi currently 
consists of 3 units: “Livestock production”, “Animal and Plant husbandry”, and “Grass and 
forage crop production”. The course includes classroom-based lessons studying theory and 
farm based lessons gaining practical experience. 
 
Assessment 
There are no external exams; each unit is assessed by assignments. Assignments involve: 
a) Written tasks; these will be completed in class time, mostly using laptops. They will 
develop computer literacy. They include posters, flowcharts, annotated diagrams, leaflets, 
and written accounts. 
b) Practical tasks; these will be completed on farm visits in lesson time. You will have to 
produce photographic evidence and a journal of experience. 
Assignments must be completed by the set deadlines. Assignments are set at pass, merit 
and distinction level. 
 
Qualification 

• Pass – equivalent to a grade C at GCSE. All the pass level assignments must be completed. 

• Merit – equivalent to a grade B at GCSE. All the pass and merit level assignments must be 

completed. 

• Distinction - equivalent to a grade A at GCSE. All the pass, merit and distinction level 

assignments must be completed. 

 
Requirements 

• For written assignments, pupils will require access to HWB – password and log in. 

• For practical tasks, pupils will require Coat, Wellington boots and overalls. 

• For farm visits, we need written consent from parent/carers. 

 
 
 
For further information, please contact:  Mrs Blair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

ART & DESIGN - GCSE 
 
 

 

If you just enjoy making art and experimenting with new media, or if you are considering a 
future in the Arts, then the Art and the Creative Industries cover a wide range of career 
paths and opportunities that you might wish to consider, including; Product Design, Fashion 
and Textiles, Graphic Design, Theatre, TV and Film related Design, Interior Design, 
Animation, Printmaking, Photography, Ceramics and Fine Art, as well as many others, 
where an art and design background is relevant.  

 

The GCSE Art & Design is intended to meet the needs of those pupils with an interest & 
aptitude in the subject or those who wish to study subjects or take up careers for which an 
art & design background is relevant. 

 

 

Summary of Course Breakdown & Assessment 

The course is made up of 2 components 
UNIT COMPONENT WEIGHTING METHOD OF 

ASSESSMENT 
REQUIREMENTS 

Unit 1 Personal 
Portfolio 

60% Internally Set 
Internally 
Marked 
Externally 
Moderated 

Must show 
evidence of all 
assessment 
objectives  

Must include 
supporting 
studies 

Unit 2 Externally Set 
Assignment 

40% Internally Set 
Internally 
Marked 
Externally 
Moderated 

Must show 
evidence of all 
assessment 
objectives Must 
include 
supporting 
studies 

 

 

 



 

Assessment Objectives 

AO1 Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual & 
other sources, demonstrating analytical & cultural understanding. 

25% 

 

AO2 Refine their ideas through experimenting & selecting appropriate 
resources, media, materials, techniques & processes. 

25% 

 

AO3 Record ideas, observations & insights relevant to their intentions in visual 
and/or other forms. 

25% 

 

AO4 Present a personal, informed & meaningful response demonstrating 
analytical & critical understanding, realising intentions & where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, written, oral or other 
elements. 

25% 

 

Portfolio 

The portfolio will consist of a body of work which must fully cover all four-assessment 
objectives & an understanding of their interrelationships. It must consist of a body of 
research, supporting studies & development work leading to one or more outcomes (final 
pieces). The first term will include an introduction to the course and experimentation of a 
wide range of media and materials, including drawing media, chalk and oil pastels, 
watercolours, paints, collage, printmaking and textiles. Two important elements of the 
course, AO1 and AO3 relate to investigating the work of artists, craftspeople and designers 
and drawing, respectively. From these investigations, pupils will be expected to develop 
and experiment with a range of ideas, (AO2) before developing a final piece in a media of 
their choice. Pupils will work on themes such as, Music or Natural Forms, etc. Pupils will 
have the opportunity to order materials at the end of the Summer Term, through the Art 
department in preparation for the GCSE studies and they will be provided with a booklet to 
support their studies and provide additional guidance to the course. 

Externally Set Assignment 

The externally set assignment theme is provided by the examination board with an 
allowance of 20 hours preparation time before a 10 hour timed test. 

The body of work produced must again fully cover all four-assessment objectives & an 
understanding of their interrelationships. It must consist of a body of research, supporting 
studies & development work leading to one or more outcomes, which is completed in the 
timed test over 2 days.  

For further information, please contact: Mrs K Morris 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Business Studies 
 
 
 
 
Exam board: WJEC 
Brief overview 
The GCSE Business specification introduces learners to the business world, empowering 
them to develop as commercially minded and enterprising individuals. 
Learners will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills, enabling them to 
use business information critically, to develop arguments, to make justified decisions 
and to prepare them for further study and career pathways. 
 
Assessment 

Unit 1: Business World Written examination: 2 hours 62.5% of qualification 100 
Marks 

A mix of short answer and structured questions based on stimulus material covering 
all of the specification content 

Unit 2: Business Perceptions Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 37.5% of 
qualification 60 Marks 

Data response questions covering all of the specification content 

 
The content is presented in six clear and distinct topic areas:  
 

1. Business activity- what are businesses and how do they operate? How do they meet the 
needs of customers?  

2. Influences on business- Learners will need to understand that there are a large number 
of external factors that can affect businesses.  

3. Business operations – learners will need to understand businesses are concerned with 
the management of key functions to maximise profits 

4. Finance – Learners need to understand the important role finance plays in businesses 
and be able to practically demonstrate its functions. 

5. Marketing – Learners will ned to understand that marketing is about anticipating and 
satisfying customer needs and affects the whole business. 

6. Human resources- learners will have to understand how businesses recruit, train, 
develop, retain and organise employees. 
 
 
Both units assess content from all six topic areas, so learners will be required to draw 
together knowledge, skills and understanding from across the subject content in each 
assessment. 
 
Please note that there is a large amount of numeracy skills that need to be used for the 
business course.  Unit 2 assessment is a data response exercise and will require learners 
to use extensive numeracy skills.  
  
 



It is strongly advised learners and parents have a look at the sample assessment 
materials to get an idea of the sorts of questions learners will face in their exam. Please 
use the link below to do this. 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/ynuljfup/wjec-gcse-business-sams-from-2017-e.pdf 
 
The full specification can be found at: 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/o21oxdqx/wjec-gcse-business-spec-from-2017-22-06-
16.pdf 
 
Contact Mr G Williams for further details. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/ynuljfup/wjec-gcse-business-sams-from-2017-e.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/o21oxdqx/wjec-gcse-business-spec-from-2017-22-06-16.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/o21oxdqx/wjec-gcse-business-spec-from-2017-22-06-16.pdf


 

COMPUTER SCIENCE – GCSE 
 
 
Why take a GCSE in Computer Science? 
The number of jobs available for people who can work with computers is growing rapidly. The ever-
increasing technology in our lives all needs to be developed, understood and programmed. 
Computer science helps to develop your problem solving capabilities, by learning to break problems 
down into easier chunks and supports your mathematical understanding and reasoning skills.  
 
Computer Science GCSE is useful not just for those who wish to study computing, but also those 
planning to study any of the sciences or engineering at university, as computers and programming 
are used widely in these subjects to model different situations and to run experiments. 
 
Studying Computer Science will allow you to not just use technology, but be able to create your own 
games, websites, apps and programs. The programming languages used are Python and Greenfoot 
(Java). Greenfoot is an excellent visual platform to learn games programming (which will be tested 
in unit 2) and can also be used for scientific modelling.  
 
You will also learn how to build websites using html as well as learning about hardware, software, 
communication and the internet, binary and logic, cybersecurity and the ethical, legal and social 
aspects of computing. If you have ever been curious how a computer (or your mobile phone) works, 
then this is the course for you. 
 
What is the course like? 
Through Year 10 and 11, you will follow the WJEC GCSE in Computer Science. Assessment is divided 
into three units with units 1 and 2 being examined in the summer term of year 11: 

1. Understanding Computer Science (50%) – 1-hour 45-minute examination to assess understanding 

of the theory content of the specification. 

2. Solving Problems Using Computers (30%) - 2-hour external assessment to assess the practical 

application of knowledge and understanding through a series of on-screen tasks (This is an exam 

completed on the computer). 

3. Developing Computing Solutions (20%) - internally assessed and externally moderated 20 hour 

controlled assessment (coursework) to develop a piece of work using programming software, 

following a task brief issued by WJEC.  

Unit 1, the theory exam, covers a broad range of topics. This is studied alongside the practical tasks 
through both year 10 and year 11 and examined in Year 11. 
 
The programming task (Unit 3) will be completed using Python. Copies for home use may be 
downloaded free from www.python.org . There are many online resources for learning and 
practising programming - like any new language, trying to do a bit each day will help you to improve 
your skills and confidence. We will be aiming to complete unit 3 (the controlled assessment) by the 
end of Year 10.  
 
Unit 2 involves several tasks using problem solving, algorithms and programming constructs, basic 
html and one using a package for learning Java called Greenfoot, which can be downloaded from 
http://www.greenfoot.org . Whilst we will not be starting Greenfoot until Year 11 you may wish to 
familiarise yourself with it beforehand. The Greenfoot part of the exam normally involves creating a 
simple 2D computer game. 
 
For further details, please contact Dr E Pearce - Computer Science                                   
PearceE56@hwbcymru.net 

 

http://www.python.org/
http://www.greenfoot.org/
mailto:PearceE56@hwbcymru.net


 

 

Digital Technology – GCSE 
 
 
Why take a GCSE in Digital Technology? 
The number of jobs available for people who can work with computers is growing rapidly. The ever-
increasing technology in our lives all needs to be developed, understood and programmed.  
 
Digital Technology is a brand new GCSE starting this year that will help to increase your 
understanding of how digital technology works and the impacts technology has on us as a society 
and how we can use it to our advantage. It will also allow learners to explore the ever-evolving 
nature of digital technology systems and how these systems can be used productively, creatively 
and safely. 
 
This WJEC GCSE specification in Digital Technology will enable learners to: 
• become confident and knowledgeable users of existing, new and emerging digital technologies 
• develop knowledge of digital technology systems used across a range of occupational sectors 
• understand the impact digital technologies can have on individuals and wider society  
• develop skills in organising and analysing data to identify trends and audiences 
• become creators of digital products, in a variety of formats and for a variety of purposes 
• develop transferable skills in using a range of hardware and software 
• develop their understanding of the systems development life cycle and of how ideas can become 
products. 

 
What is the course like? 
Through Year 10 and 11 lessons will include a mixture of theory and practical, with the majority of 
the lessons being focused on developing the practical skills required for the two controlled 
assessment tasks whilst interweaving the theoretical understanding required for the exam. For the 
unit 2 assessment pupils will have the choice of creating either an animation, or a computer game. 
Unit 3 will include designing and working with digital images and video, as well as the use of social 
media. 
 
Assessment is divided into three units with unit 1 being examined in the summer term of year 11 
and units 2 & 3 being completed throughout the two years as controlled assessments: 
 

1. The digital world (40%) – 1-hour 30-minute examination completed on computers to assess 

understanding of the theory content of the specification (digital technology systems, the 

value of digital technology and perspectives on digital technology.) We will cover the 

learning for this module over the two years. 

2. Digital practices (40%) - A non-examined assessment comprising of two sections. In Section 

A, candidates will interrogate a supplied data set imported into a spreadsheet in order to 

inform Section B, where they will create a website incorporating either an animation or a 

game related to a set context. 

3. Communicating in the digital world (20%) - A non-examined assessment focusing on 

marketing digital assets using social media. Candidates will create digital assets related to a 

set context and then formulate an online digital communications campaign around them.  

 
 
For further details, please contact Dr E Pearce                                   PearceE56@hwbcymru.net  

 

mailto:PearceE56@hwbcymru.net


 
 

 

ENGINEERING (SKILL START) - GCSE 
 
 

 
 
Engineering Training Option 
 
The Skillstart engineering training vocational course offers an opportunity for a practical, 
hands-on approach to education. 
Through the completion of a series of carefully designed projects and underpinning 
knowledge worksheets, candidates can gain a level 2 or level 1 National Vocational 
Qualification. 
The level 2 qualification is equivalent to 2 GCSEs A* to C. 
As this qualification is continually assessed there is no examination. 
 
Training typically includes Bench fitting, Sheet metalwork and Engineering assembly. (Other 
disciplines can be included depending upon resources available, e.g. Welding, Turning, 
Computer Aided Design etc.) 
 
These qualifications and experience, recognised by industry, are a potential stepping stone 
to employment and a career in many technological fields, which could include 
Electro/mechanical, Construction, Marine, Agricultural and Motor vehicle engineering as 
well as the Medical industry. 
 
Depending on the subjects chosen, learners will gain specialist skills in a minimum of two of 
the following options: 
 
Fitting: Students will learn to use hand tools and marking out tools to manufacture 
components to fine tolerances. 
 
Sheet metalwork: Students will learn all of the skills necessary to produce simple and 
complex shapes in thin sheet metal. 
 
Mechanical Assembly: Students will learn to correctly position and secure components 
using various mechanical fastening devices, tools and techniques. You will be able to carry 
out visual and functional checks to confirm that the finished assembly meets the required 
standard. 
 
 
 
For more information on this course and its content, please contact Mr Buck. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
If you love communicating with others and learning about different cultures, then GCSE French is 

for you! In our global world where the employment market is becoming increasingly competitive 

and employers are frequently, commenting on the shortage of people who can speak a foreign 

language, having GCSE French will give you the “edge” in many different ways. Being successful at 

another language shows good communication skills and shows employers you are willing to learn 

new skills and welcome a challenge as well as being recognised by universities as a valuable asset.  

Languages open your mind and challenge you to think, allow you to travel with more confidence 

and can be fun!  

  

During the GCSE French course, pupils learn to communicate confidently on a variety of different 

topics in both the spoken and written word. You will be given the opportunity to read French books, 

magazines and websites and to watch French films. You will gain knowledge and understanding of 

the countries where French is spoken and will also be given the opportunity to converse with French 

people. The GCSE course will provide a suitable foundation for those wishing to pursue further 

studies in languages and will also satisfy those who wish to study purely for enjoyment- so as to 

ensure that when in France, you know your gateau from your chateau!  

 

Topics studied at GCSE 

Personal and social life 

Self, family, friends, home life, shopping, meals, healthy living, illness and accident, 

free time, fashion, relationships, future plans. 

Local community 

Home town, school, education, local environment, pollution, recycling, local facilities, comparisons 

with other towns and regions, weather and seasons. 

The world of work 

Work experience, part-time jobs, future careers, technology (sending messages, 

accessing information). 

The wider world 

Travel and holidays, media, social issues (e.g., life of young people today, 

homelessness, crime, drugs, healthy living, religion, politics), life in the countries and 

communities where the language is spoken. 

 

Assessment at GCSE  

 

FRENCH – GCSE 
 



All exams are sat at the end of Year 11 and pupils can be entered for any combination of Foundation 

(F) or Higher (H) Tier papers. Exams consist of: 

Speaking Exam 25% 

Conducted at school by the teacher 

Role-play, Photo card discussion, Conversation. 

Foundation Tier  - 7-9 minutes 

Higher Tier  - 10-12 minutes 

Listening Exam 25% 

Foundation Tier  - 35 minutes 

Higher Tier  - 45 minutes 

Reading Exam 25% 

Foundation Tier  - 1 hour  

Higher Tier  - 1 hour 15 minutes 

Written Exam 25% 

Foundation Tier  - 1 hour 15 minutes  

Higher Tier  - 1 hour 30 minutes 

 

For further information, please contact Miss Davies-Puddy or Mrs Rowe.  

  



 

 

GEOGRAPHY – GCSE 
 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD:  W.J.E.C. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
The GCSE Geography course is dynamic, interesting and varied, linking the many aspects of the 
subject and adopts an enquiry approach to the study of geographical information, issues and 
concepts. This course develops and extends learners' knowledge of locations, places, environments 
and processes, at a range of different scales. 
 
SUBJECT CONTENT: 
 
UNIT 1: Changing Physical and Human Landscapes.  
40% Paper 1 hour and 30 minutes 
 
Section A: Core Themes Theme 1 Landscapes and Physical Processes and Core Theme 2 Rural-urban 
Links.  
 
Section B: Optional Theme 3 Tectonic Landscapes and Hazards or Theme 4 Coastal Hazards and 
their Management.  
 
UNIT 2: Environmental and Development Issues  
40% Paper 1 hour and 30 minutes 
 
Section A: Core Themes Theme 5 Weather, Climate and Ecosystems and Core Theme 6 
Development and Resource Issues.  
 
Section B: Optional Theme 7 Social Development Issues or Theme 8 Environmental Challenges.  
 
 
UNIT 3: Fieldwork Enquiry. Non-examination assessment  
20% 2 hours 30 minutes. 
 
Unit 3 requires a written report, to include evidence of their understanding of the enquiry process 
and their independent ability to process/present data and complete extended writing. The report 
must be written in response to specific questions set by WJEC. 
 
In one environment, the focus of the fieldwork will be on methodology. 
The second fieldwork experience should take place in a contrasting environment.  
 
EXAMINATION: 
 
Pupils will sit 2 exams at the end of year 11. The exam is un-tiered.  
Assessment will be by data response questions. Some questions will require extended responses.  
 
 
 
For further information, please contact Mr G Williams 
 
 
 



 
 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE AND 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT - GCSE 

 
 
 
 
 

GCSE Health and Social Care and Child Development 
 
Examination Board: WJEC  
 
Grades Available: A*-G  
 
The GCSE in in Health and Social Care and Child Development is a new course from the 
WJEC designed to reflect the needs of learners in Wales and make them ready for the 
workplace. It aims to give pupils an understanding of the different stages of life, from 
infancy to later adulthood. It is also designed to give the theory behind working safely and 
constructively with people. The options for coursework mean we can focus on the child 
development aspect in our school. 
 
It is useful for pupils thinking of a career in childcare, nursing, midwifery, early years’ 
education, social work or any other careers where a good knowledge of children and their 
needs would be helpful.  
 
The assessment for the course will be a combination of examination in Year 10 and 
coursework over the two years. The topics assessed include those below:  
 
• growth and development  
• communication and language development  
• learning and play  
• the role of family and culture  
• child health and safety  
• the role of professionals and voluntary organisations  
 
Pupils who choose this course will need to take part in group discussions, problem solving 
and presenting information to the group from research. We also visit to Aidan and Non-
campuses where we assist in the classroom to gain practical experience and voluntary work 
hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact Mrs Morgan. 
  



 

WJEC HOSPITALITY AND CATERING LEVEL 1 / 2 AWARD 
 
 
 

Award grade GCSE Grade 

Level 1 Pass D-G 

Level 2 Pass C 

Level 2 Merit B 

Level 2 Distinction A 

Level 2 Distinction* A* 

 
Unitised Qualification made up of two units. 
One externally assessed (Examination)  One internally assessed (Controlled Assessment) 
Unit 1 – 40%      Unit 2- 60% 
 
Unit 1 – The Hospitality and Catering Industry 

• Weighting: Award – 40%  

Aim:  To develop knowledge and understanding of the hospitality and catering industry and how 

the provision meets specific needs 

Content: 
LO1 The environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate 
LO2 How the H&C provision operates 
LO3 Health and Safety 
LO4 Food and health 
LO5 Reviewing provision 
Assessment: 

 External examination – 1 hour 30 minutes 

 90 marks  
Grade boundaries convert marks into grades (same as GCSE’s) 
 
Unit 2 – Hospitality and Catering in Action 

• Weighting: Award – 60%  

Aim:  To safely plan, prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes. 
 
Content: 
LO1 Nutrition   LO2 Menu planning LO3 Preparing, cooking and presenting dishes 
Assessment: 

 Internal assessment of nine hours duration 

 An ‘Assignment Brief’ is made available by exam board 

 Controlled Assessment  

 Summative – with no teacher feedback or intervention 

 Externally moderated 

 
For more information, please contact Mrs Probert 
 



 
HISTORY – GCSE 

 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD:  W.J.E.C.  
 
 
The GCSE History course encourages pupils to appreciate that their historical knowledge and 
understanding will help them to understand the present and also provide them with a basis for their 
future role as active citizens in employment and society in general. 
  
Key Skills are integral to the study of GCSE History and may be assessed through the course content.  
The following key skills can be developed through this specification at level 1 and 2: 
 

 Communication 

 Problem Solving 

 Information and Communication Technology 

 Working with Others 

 Improving Own Learning and Performance 

 Application of Number 
 
The study of History can lead to many different and interesting careers such as Law, Marketing and 
PR, Advertising and Journalism to name but a few.  Famous people who have studied History 
include Sasha Baron Cohen (Ali G), Jonathan Ross, Louis Theroux and Jeremy Bowen. 
 
The course will comprise of four units focusing on themes and aspect in nineteenth and twentieth 
century Welsh/English and World History. 
 
Unit 1: Depression, war, recover 1930-51. 
Unit 2: Germany in Transition 1919-1939. 
Unit 3: A development study 
Changes in Crime and punishment, 1500 to the present day. 
Unit 4: An investigation into an issue of historical debate or controversy 
An historical figure  
  
The weighting of each Unit is as follows: 

 Unit 1 is worth 25% of the final grade 

 Unit 2 is worth 25% 

 Unit 3 is worth 30% 

 Unit 4 is worth 20% and is assessed by internal controlled assessment (coursework).  

 
A Comment from a Year 11 Pupil 
 
“History is a very interesting subject and we study many fascinating topics such as the rise of Hitler 
and the Nazis.” 
 
 
For further information, please contact Miss A Jones. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

MUSIC – GCSE 
 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD:  W.J.E.C. 

 

Music GCSE is for everyone who loves music: composing, playing an instrument or singing and 

listening to music. It encourages pupils to develop their musical potential by focusing on 

performing, composing and appraising. 

 

Pupils can explore a range of music, including classical, pop, film, musical theatre and traditional 

Welsh music. This deepens their appreciation of the diverse heritage of music and promotes their 

personal, social, intellectual and cultural development. 

 

Through the performance element of the course, students develop the skills they need to 

communicate effectively as musicians. All pupils must be able to either play and instrument or sing. 

This increases their self-confidence and enhances their presentation, communication and 

evaluation skills. The opportunity to compose their own music allows them to be creative and 

explore their own musical style. 

 

This specification is a linear qualification: pupils take all the assessment in Year 11. 

 

SUBJECT CONTENT: 

 

(1) APPRAISING 

This includes general music knowledge, different genres and periods of music, music from other 

cultures and instrument recognition.  This work is carried out through the exploration of four areas 

of study: 

 

 Music in Wales – rock, pop, folk and classical welsh songs and music. 

 Musical Form and Devices – classical, jazz, modern, rock, pop and combining these. 

 Music for Ensemble 

 Film music and musical theatre 

 Popular Music 

 

(2) PERFORMING 



All pupils will perform on an instrument or instruments of their choice. 

 

 Solo performance - a performance of up to five minutes in length. 

 Ensemble performance – pupils will perform in an ensemble of their choice, e.g. a rock band, vocal 

trio, a string quartet. 

The above two total 30% 

 Additional programme note -  for one of the pieces performed linked to an area of study 5% 

  

(3) COMPOSING 

During the course, pupils will compose a range of contrasting pieces of music from which two will 

be selected for assessment. 

 

 There will be one ‘free’ composition in a style of the candidates choice and one composition written 

to a set brief given by WJEC in the September of the final year of GCSE (Year 11). 

 Music ICT will be explored for the recording and printing of this work. 

 Evaluation of piece 5% 

  

 

ASSESSMENT: 

 

Examination:  appraising module as a listening paper – 1 hour – 30% 

Coursework: composition portfolio – 35% 

Practical examination: assessed in school – 35% 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact Mr L Spencer, Head of Expressive Arts, Health and Well-

being. 

  



 

BTEC Award in Performing Arts Level ½ 
 
 

BTEC tech Award in Performing Arts Level 1/2 

The Performing Arts BTEC is split into 3 Components. 

1. Exploring the performing arts 

2. Developing skills and techniques in the performing arts 

3. Responding to a brief 

Component 1 – Exploring the performing Arts 

Learning Aims - A Examine professional practitioners’ performance work 

Learning Aim B Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of 
existing performance material. 

You will develop as a performer by gaining a broader understanding of 
performance work and influences. This component will help you to understand 
the requirements of being a performer across a range of performances and 
performance styles. You will look at elements such as roles, responsibilities and 
the application of relevant skills and techniques. You will broaden your 
knowledge through observing existing repertoire and by learning about the 
approaches of practitioners, and how they create and influence performance 
material. This component will give you an understanding of practitioners’ work 
and the processes and practices that contribute to a range of performance styles. 

Component 2 – Developing skills and techniques in the performing arts 

Learning Aim A Develop skills and techniques for performance 

Learning Aim B Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance 

Learning Aim C Review own development and contribution to the performance 

You will develop performing skills and techniques. You will take part in 
workshops and classes where you will develop technical, practical and 
interpretative skills through the rehearsal and performance process. You will 
work from existing performing arts repertoire, applying relevant skills and 
techniques to reproduce performance or design elements of the work. 
Throughout your development, you will review your own progress and consider 
how to make improvements. 



Component 3 – Responding to a Brief 

You will have the opportunity to respond to a brief. You will be given a brief that 
outlines the performance and design requirements and that asks you to consider 
your target audience and to start the creative process by using the given stimulus 
included in the brief. Working as part of a group, you will develop your ideas for a 
workshop performance and apply your skills and techniques to communicate 
your creative intentions to your audience. 

The performance skills you will use will vary depending on features such as your 
selected performance discipline and the content of the work, your venue and 
target audience. The work may involve improvisation, vocal work, movement 
techniques or assisting with audience involvement. 

The group performance may involve some solo or small-group work or it may be 
an ensemble piece. You will have to opportunity to inform the performance using 
existing or newly developed skills, in performing and adapting them to suit the 
performance. 

Assessment 

The final grade for this BTEC will be a Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

Components 1 and 2 are internal assessment. 

Component 3 is an external assessment 

Component 1 can be: - Extended writing 

- a blog 

- a PowerPoint presentation 

- recordings of workshops. 

Component 2 can be: - Recordings of workshops and rehearsals 

- Peer observations 

- rehearsal/development/performance notes 

- A blog/ log book/ journal 

Component 3 is responding to a brief, which is externally assessed, by an 
examiner coming to see the final performance more information about this 
component can be found above. 

For further information please contact Mr J Jones 



 

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION – WJEC 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT/SPECIFICATION: 
 
GCSE PE is an engaging course designed to provide learners with the knowledge and skills to 
develop their performance in physical activity and to understand and appreciate the benefits of 
health, fitness and well-being. It is intended to inspire and motivate learners to assist them in 
making informed decisions leading to further learning opportunities and career pathways. 
 

Unit 1: Introduction to physical education (THEORY) 
Written examination: 2 hours 
50% of qualification   -   100marks   
 
50% of qualification0 marks 
Learners will be assessed through a range of short and 
Extended questions. The questions will be based on audio-visual 
stimuli and other sources. 
The subject content focuses on 5 key areas: 
1. Health, training and exercise 
2. Exercise Physiology 
3. Movement Analysis 
4. Psychology of sport and physical activity 
5. Socio-cultural issues in sport and physical activity. 

 
Unit 
 2: The active participant in physical education 

Unit 2: The active participant in physical education (PRACTICAL) 
Non-exam assessment 
50% of qualification   -   100marks 
 
Learners will be assessed in: 

a. three different activities in the role of performer  

b. in at least one individual sport, one team sport and one other.  

c. A personal fitness programme linked to the chosen major activity. 

 
 
 
  
For Further information, please contact Mrs Thomas, Mr Evans or Miss Waters  

  



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prince’s Trust Level 2 Certificate in Personal Development and Employability Skills 
(Achieve) 
 
Qualification framework – RQF 
Assessment of qualification - Portfolio of evidence.   
The Achieve programme gives young people the practical support needed to help develop 
self-esteem and skills for their future. The programme aims to support young people by 
learning new skills, developing confidence and reengaging with learning so they can reach 
their full potential. The programme will be delivered by the school’s youth worker within 
the centre that has been trained by The Prince’s Trust.  
While on the programme, young people will have the opportunity to take part in a wide 
variety of activities related to: 
Personal and Social Development – Modules include: ‘Interpersonal and self-management 
skills’, ‘Team work’, ‘Participating in exercise’. 
Life Skills – Modules include: ‘Managing money’, ‘Digital skills including online safety’, 
‘Preparing for a healthy lifestyle’. 
Active Citizenship – Modules include:  ‘Community project’. 
Enterprise – Modules include:  ‘Undertaking an enterprise project’. 
Preparation for Work – Modules include:  ‘Presentation skills’, ‘Career planning including 
CVs & interviews’, ‘Practicing leadership skills’ amongst others. 
The Prince’s Trust qualifications in Personal Development and Employability Skills recognise 
a range of personal skills, qualities and attitudes required by employers across a range of 
sectors. They have been developed with the aim of progressing learners into further 
education and/or employment: 

- They give learners the opportunity to: Develop their own personal growth and engagement 

in, and through, learning. 

- Engage in learning that is relevant to them and support their development of personal skills 

and attributes that are essential for working life and employment  

- Prepare themselves for progression into further education programmes, apprenticeships or 

other work based learning  

- Develop their English and mathematics skills 

The Prince’s Trust Qualification in Personal Development and Employability Skills will be run 
as a Level 2 course which meets the level 2 points threshold. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE - GCSE 
 

 

 

 
All pupils study WJEC English Language GCSE in Years 10 and 11.  
The course focuses on reading skills and writing skills such as comprehension; comparison; synthesis 
and summary. Pupils will write for a range of audiences and purposes in a variety of creative and 
transactional forms e.g. speeches, reports, descriptions.  
 
The Language G.C.S.E. consists of two exams, each worth 40% of the overall grade. Both exams test 
specific ranges of reading and writing skills. Pupils will study reading skills using a range of fiction 
and non-fiction texts on different topic themes. Writing accuracy forms a large part of the marks 
awarded.  
 
The remaining 20% of the GCSE comes from two speaking and listening controlled assessments, one 
individual presentation and one group discussion. Tasks are provided by WJEC to all centres in 
Wales for each examination cohort. 
 
This is a linear G.C.S.E., which means that both exams can only be taken in the summer of Year 11. 
 
The majority of pupils study both English Language and English Literature concurrently, although a 
minority of pupils will only take the English Language G.C.S.E. Those pupils who do not take English 
Literature as a G.C.S.E. subject will study at least one full novel during the G.C.S.E. years. 
 
Please note that CV19 absence has changed some of the specifications for some cohorts and the 
situation may alter to reflect circumstances in the future.  
 

The detailed specification can be found at: https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-
language-gcse/#tab_overview 
 
For further information, please contact Ms R Owen. 
  

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-gcse/#tab_overview


 

ENGLISH LITERATURE – GCSE 
 
 

 

English Literature is studied alongside English Language by almost all pupils. The course consists of 
two exams and two controlled assessments, which are completed in class in examination 
conditions. 
 
 
Pupils study two novels( typically Of Mice and Men and Heroes), one Shakespeare play (Macbeth) , 
a more modern play (Blood Brothers or An Inspector Calls) , a collection of poetry by Welsh poets 
and a range of modern poetry.  
 
Controlled assessment tasks are based on the Shakespeare play and the collection of poetry from 
Wales. One exam offers extract and essay questions on a novel and comparison of ‘unseen’ poems 
and the other exam tests pupils on their understanding of a play and a novel. 
Students are expected to respond to the plot, characters, theme and construction of texts.  
 
This GCSE is unitised, which means that exams can be taken throughout the GCSE years and pupils 
will sit one exam in Year 10 and one in Year 11. 
 
Wherever possible, CV19 allowing of course, we aim to see the plays on stage to support pupil 
understanding.  
 
The current specification is at this link below. Please be aware that some year groups have 
experienced some changes to specifications due to school CV19 closure. The situation may alter due 
to circumstances beyond our control.  
 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature-gcse/#tab_overview 
 
For further information, please contact Ms R Owen. 
 
 
  

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature-gcse/#tab_overview


 

MATHEMATICS – GCSE 
 
 

 

In 2015 two new maths GCSEs were introduced with a greater emphasis on problem solving and 
application of maths.  Year 9 started this course at the beginning of this year. The two G.C.S.E.’s are: 
 

 GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy, focusing on the mathematics needed for everyday life, learning and 

work. 

 GCSE Mathematics, giving young people the mathematical skills they need for further 

mathematical, technical or scientific study. 

Both new mathematics GCSEs will cover similar content to the existing course and it is expected 
that most pupils will sit both maths GCSEs. 
 
The GCSE in Mathematics – Numeracy will enable learners to: 

 Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical and statistical methods, techniques 

and concepts required for everyday life, in the world of work, and in other general curriculum areas. 

 Select and apply appropriate mathematics and statistics in everyday situations and contexts from 

the real world. 

 Use mathematics to represent, analyse and interpret information. 

 Acquire and use strategies for problem solving and modelling in context. 

 
The GCSE in Mathematics should enable learners to: 

 Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods, techniques and concepts 

required for progression into mathematics or mathematically related disciplines or employment 

routes. 

 Make connections between different areas of mathematics. 

 Select and apply mathematical methods in both mathematical and real-world contexts. 

 Reason mathematically, construct arguments and simple proofs, and make logical deductions and 

inferences. 

Both GCSEs will enable learners to: 

  Develop and refine strategies for solving a range of mathematical and real world problems. 

  Interpret mathematical results and draw and justify conclusions that are relevant to the context. 

  Communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms. 

Each GCSE will consist of two papers, one using a calculator and one without use of a calculator.  
The Mathematics – Numeracy exam will be sat in November Year 11 and the Mathematics G.C.S.E. 
in Summer Year 11 
 
 
For further information, please contact Mr D Coughlan 

 

 



 

 

 

SCIENCE – GCSE 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC 
 
There are two path ways through GCSE Science in Year 10 Double Award Science and Separate 
Sciences. 
 
Double Award Science consists of 7 Units. Unit 1- 6 are 1 hour 15 minutes. There are two tiers of 
entry available for this qualification: Higher Tier (Grades A* - D) and Foundation Tier (Grades C - G). 
Unit 7 (practical assessment) is un-tiered and contributes 10% of qualification.  
 

Year 10 Year 11 

Unit 1 BIOLOGY 1  
1.1 Cells and movement across membranes  
1.2 Respiration and the respiratory system in 
humans  
1.3 Digestion and the digestive system in 
humans  
1.4 Circulatory system in humans  
1.5 Plants and photosynthesis  
1.6 Ecosystems and human impact on the 
environment 
Unit 2 CHEMISTRY:  
 
2.1 The nature of substances and chemical 
reactions  
2.2 Atomic structure and the Periodic Table  
2.3 Water  
2.4 The ever-changing Earth  
2.5 Rate of chemical change 
 
Unit 3 PHYSICS 1  
3.1 Electric circuits  
3.2 Generating electricity  
3.3 Making use of energy  
3.4 Domestic electricity  
3.5 Features of waves 
 

Unit 4 (Double Award) BIOLOGY 2  
4.1 Classification and biodiversity 
 4.2 Cell division and stem cells  
4.3 DNA and inheritance 
 4.4 Variation and evolution  
4.5 Response and regulation  
4.6 Disease, defence and treatment 
 
Unit 5 CHEMISTRY 2  
5.1 Bonding, structure and properties  
5.2 Acids, bases and salts  
5.3 Metals and their extraction 
 5.4 Chemical reactions and energy  
5.5 Crude oil, fuels and carbon compounds 
 
Unit 6 PHYSICS 2  
6.1 Distance, speed and acceleration  
6.2 Newton's laws 6.3 Work and energy  
6.4 Stars and planets  
6.5 Types of radiation  
6.6 Half-life 
 
Unit 7 PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT 
 This assessment gives learners the 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to 
work scientifically. This will include 
experimental skills and strategies and skills in 
analysis and evaluation. 

 
 
 
cont. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Each separate Science GCSE will consist of two 1 hour 45 minutes tiered written examination which 
will contribute 45% of each qualification as well as one un-tiered practical assessment that will 
contribute 10%. 
 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

CELLS, ORGAN SYSTEMS and 
ECOSYSTEMS  
1.1 Cells and movement 
across membranes                 
1.2 Respiration and the 
respiratory system in humans 
1.3 Digestion and the 
digestive system in humans  
1.4 Circulatory system in                                                             
humans                              
1.5 Plants and photosynthesis 
1.6 Ecosystems, nutrient 
cycles and human impact on 
the environment 
 
VARIATION, HOMEOSTASIS 
and MICRO-ORGANISMS  
2.1 Classification and 
biodiversity                          
2.2 Cell division and stem cells                                    
2.3 DNA and inheritance          
2.4 Variation and evolution  
2.5 Response and regulation 
2.6 Kidneys and homeostasis 
2.7 Micro-organisms and their 
applications                 
 2.8 Disease, defence and 
treatment 
 
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT                 
This assessment gives learners 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate their ability to 
work scientifically. This will 
include experimental skills 
and strategies and skills in 
analysis and evaluation. 

 CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES, 
REACTIONS and ESSENTIAL 
RESOURCES  
1.1 The nature of substances 
and chemical reactions         
1.2 Atomic structure and the 
Periodic Table                     
 1.3 Water                             
1.4 The ever-changing Earth 
1.5 Rate of chemical change 
1.6 Limestone 
 
CHEMICAL BONDING, 
APPLICATION OF CHEMICAL 
REACTIONS and ORGANIC 
CHEMISTRY  
2.1 Bonding, structure and 
properties                             
 2.2 Acids, bases and salts   
2.3 Metals and their 
extraction                             2.4 
Chemical reactions and 
energy                                  
2.5 Crude oil, fuels and 
organic chemistry              
2.6 Reversible reactions, 
industrial processes and 
important chemicals            
 
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT                 
This assessment gives learners 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate their ability to 
work scientifically. This will 
include experimental skills 
and strategies and skills in 
analysis and evaluation. 

ELECTRICITY, ENERGY and 
WAVES           
 
1.1 Electric circuits              
1.2 Generating electricity   
1.3 Making use of energy   
1.4 Domestic electricity      
1.5 Features of waves          
1.6 The total internal 
reflection of waves                
1.7 Seismic waves                
1.8 Kinetic theory                
1.9 Electromagnetism 
 
FORCES, SPACE and 
RADIOACTIVITY                    
2.1 Distance, speed and 
acceleration                           
2.2 Newton's laws               
2.3 Work and energy             
2.4 Further motion concepts 
2.5 Stars and planets           
2.6 The Universe                  
2.7 Types of radiation          
2.8 Half-life                         
2.9 Nuclear decay and nuclear 
energy 
 
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT                 
This assessment gives learners 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate their ability to 
work scientifically. This will 
include experimental skills 
and strategies and skills in 
analysis and evaluation. 

 

 

For further information, please contact Mr G Jones 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

WELSH SECOND LANGUAGE – GCSE 
 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD:             W.J.E.C.     
        
Grades Available: A*-G  
 
This examination is aimed at candidates: 
 

 Whose first language is not Welsh 
 Who have obtained their knowledge chiefly at primary and/or secondary school 
 Where Welsh is not their everyday language at home.  

It is designed to give confidence to young people to use Welsh in a range of scenarios and 
make themselves understood in real-life situations. The weighting of the marks places more 
emphasis on the practical skills on speaking and listening. 
 

The course consists of 4 assessment units. 
 
Unit 1 Oracy- pupils watch a video in groups of 2 or 3 and express their opinion on the 
topics that have been mentioned to show they can take part in conversations with 
confidence and explain their point of view in Welsh. Marks for listening are awarded for 
completing a questionnaire about the video.  
 
Unit 2 Communication with others-pupils discuss a topic from a choice of three provided 
on the day in groups of 2 or 3. This unit is taken in Year 11. This is a chance to show how 
well they can improvise around a topic which needs relevant vocabulary. 
 
Unit 3 Written exam- a traditional examination where pupils show they can use Welsh 
need in the workplace and public life. It is 1 hour 30 minutes and taken in Year 11. 
 
Unit 4 Written exam- another examination of reading and writing which this time focusses 
on Welsh needed for leisure time and entertainment. This is 1 hour 30 minute and taken in 
Year 11.  
 
The course content will be based on three main themes: Employment, Wales and the 
World and Youth, which, in reality, cover most topics available; from work experience to 
healthy living; from youth clubs to historical figures in Wales and from formal letter writing 
to reading simple poetry. 
 
 
 
For further information contact:   Mrs A Morgan   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils in years 10 and 11 will have two fifty minute compulsory period of P.E. per fortnight.  
The programme of study will follow a GCSE short course.  
 
It is intended that pupils are given a wider variety of sporting activities from within the 
National Curriculum areas of study to pursue, since it is hoped that at this stage pupils will 
find a sport that they will actively participate in once they have left school. 
 
Increased automation within contemporary society means that we are faced with 
increasing amounts of leisure time in adult life and it is important therefore that pupils are 
encouraged to use their leisure time in a positive manner.   
 
All pupils are expected to participate in P.E. lessons regularly and must bring a letter 
requesting to be excused if they are medically unfit to participate. 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (P.E.) 
 
 



 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES – GCSE 
  

 
 
 
RS is really interesting. You get to learn about other peoples’ lifestyles and how they 
relate to your own. It is learning about life issues as well as religion. I look forward to all 
my RS lessons. 
Year 11 pupil 
 
RS is a subject that you can enjoy walking into. It‘s fun and interesting and makes you 
realise about the issues around you. 
Year 11 pupil 
 
RS gives you a wide range of understanding on how other people live their lives, and the 
contrast of ours and others from around the world. 
Year 10 pupil. 
 
As a faith school, our values reflect our Christian heritage acted out in the 21st century. 
‘Respect and care’ for all, as well as to be ‘mindful, honest and open’ are intrinsic to the 
teaching of Religious Studies.  
Like all schools in Wales, there is a Christian core to religious education, but regard given to 
the views and teachings of other faiths including Humanism and those with an exclusively 
secular worldview. The syllabus for GCSE has an expectation that pupils will be able to 
express their own views on contemporary issues as well as consider the opinions and 
beliefs of others who live in Wales. 
 
 
Subject Content 
Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes: including issues such as abortion and 
euthanasia. 
Unit 2: Religion and Ethical Themes: including issues such as sexual ethics and human rights. 
 
Topics about the issues above are covered—and your views matter. We also look at how 
Christians and Muslims might react to these points too. 
 
Assessment:  
Unit 1 is an external exam at the end of Year 10. (Worth 50% of final Grade). 
Unit 2 is an external exam at the end of Year 11. (Worth 50% of final Grade). 
 
 
For further information: see Mrs J Barrett or Mr K Barclay  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

WELSH BACCALAUREATE 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Welsh Baccalaureate KS4 - Skills Challenge Certificates 
Year 10 
The Welsh Baccalaureate is an exciting and dynamic qualification. It ensures our young 
people develop important skills that will prepare them for the world of work.  
The qualification will help pupils prepare for their future by developing skills and attributes 
that are valued by employers. 
 
The Welsh Baccalaureate is based on a Skills Challenge Certificate alongside supporting 
qualifications. 
 
In year 10 pupils study two key challenges as part of the Skills Challenge Certificate: 
Enterprise and employability challenge – during this challenge pupils will develop     
enterprising and employability skills and attributes. They will develop skills in digital 
literacy, creativity and innovation as well as personal effectiveness.                                                                                                                    
This will enable pupils to stand out from other candidates when applying for and securing a 
job in today’s very competitive market. 
Community challenge – during this challenge pupils will develop planning and 
organisational skills as well as personal effectiveness skills. Pupils will have the opportunity 
to participate in opportunities that will benefit the local community. 
 
Year 11 
The primary aim of the Welsh Baccalaureate in year 11 is to promote the essential skills for 
employment and provide a rigorous and exciting programme of study that involves a 
substantial amount of independent work. 
 
In year 11 pupils study two key challenges: 
 
1. Global citizenship challenge – during this challenge pupils will develop skills of    critical 
thinking, problem solving, creativity and innovation. Pupils will have the opportunity to 
understand and respond appropriately to global issues. 
 
2. Individual Project – during this challenge pupils will develop important research skills 
studying a topic of their choice in depth. This project will enable pupils to develop a wide 
range of skills including literacy, numeracy, critical thinking and organisational skills. 
 
For further information, please contact: Mr G Williams 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
How Careers Wales can support: 
Choosing options in Year 9 is an important stage in a young person’s education journey.  
Careers Wales can support young people in a variety of different ways. 
 
The school Careers Adviser works with young people: 
 
 In group sessions 

 In individual interviews 

 At parents evenings where they are also available for individual consultation with parents 

This support helps young people to make informed decisions regarding subject and future 
career choice. 
 
Learning Pathways 14-19 
Learning Pathways allows young people to mix and match different courses in schools, 
college or the workplace.  Their learning pathway could be a mix of vocational and 
academic courses or they could take a more traditional selection of subjects.  Find out more 
by talking to your careers adviser or visiting: www.careerswales.com/year9 
 
Work Experience  
Work experience is an opportunity for a young person to find out what it is like being at 
work and for them to understand the skills that are needed in the work place.  This 
opportunity will usually arise in Year 10.  Careers Wales works with schools to support the 
placement programme.  Ask the Careers Coordinator, Teacher or Careers Adviser how 
placements are arranged in your school. 
 
Work Focused Activities  
With the support of Careers Wales, schools provide a variety of activities to help pupils gain 
an understanding of the world of work.  This may be through direct experiences or through 
activities such as careers conventions, enterprise activities, mock interviews or examples of 
how the subjects they learn are used in the world of work.  
 
Careerswales.com 
www.careerswaales.com is a bilingual online service offering 24/7 access to information 
and advice.  Features include careers information and web links, courses and training 
available across Wales, job and training vacancies for 16-19 year olds as well as other 
interactive resources. 
 
You can contact a Careers Adviser in school or at any Careers Centre where we will be 
happy to answer your individual questions.  Local contact details are available on our 
website. 

 
CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE 

 
 

http://www.careerswales.com/year9
http://www.careerswaales.com/

