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Ysgol Y Mynydd Du 
Additional learning Needs Policy 

General Aims 
At Ysgol Y Mynydd Du we believe in the entitlement of our pupils: 
Entitlement to a broad, balanced, relevant curriculum and differentiated education is a right for all. 
Neither age, gender, race, creed or disability should constrain individual entitlement. 
Trained and experienced personnel are essential for the delivery of quality education. 
Independence, self-advocacy, respect from others and the development of the whole child are integral 
aims.  
Thoughtful and thorough assessment (both formative and summative) should be used for the benefit of 
the pupils. 
Learning is most effective when it takes place in a happy, productive environment. 
Equality of opportunity is an integral part of our ALN provision. 
Maximum partnership with pupils, parents and other agencies that are involved with ALN provision are 
essential. 
Educators should choose teaching strategies that are responsive to different learning styles. 
Noteworthy achievement is made by all learners and should be appropriately recorded in line with this 
policy. 
Total commitment to the principles of entitlement must be the responsibility of all staff. 
 
Objective 
The objective of this policy is to provide a clear guide and inform staff, governors and parents of our 
intentions for those children with Additional Learning Needs. The policy will outline the responsibilities of 
staff and the school, which we must encourage if we are to meet children's needs and the statutory 
requirements.  
 
Arrangements for coordinating ALN provision 
The ALNCO meets regularly with each teacher to discuss additional needs concerns and to review IEPs. 
Provision across the school is also discussed to ensure continuity and progression. At any time, staff can 
make the ALNCo aware of any new concerns. Where necessary, reviews will be held more frequently for 
some children. 
Targets arising from IEP meetings and reviews will be used to inform and support whole class approaches 
to inclusion, e.g. differentiation, varied teaching styles. The ALNCO monitors planning for ALN support with 
curriculum planning.  The ALNCO/Head teacher, monitors the quality and effectiveness of provision for 
pupils with ALN through classroom observation and discussions with staff. ALN support is primarily 
delivered by class teachers through differentiated teaching methods.  Additional support is provided by the 
ALNCO and by trained teaching assistants (LSAs) throughout the school.  The support timetable(s) is 
reviewed termly, by the ALNCO, and the teaching team, in line with current pupil needs, educational 
initiatives such as literacy and numeracy strategies, and the budget. 
Support staff, class teachers, ALNCO and outside agencies liaise and share developments at Cluster 
Consultation meetings in order to inform reviews and forward planning 
 
Identification and Assessment Arrangements, Monitoring and Review Procedures 
The school’s system for regularly observing, assessing and recording the progress of all children is used to 
identify children who are not progressing satisfactorily and who may have additional needs. 
The school’s system includes reference to information provided by: 

• Foundation Phase profile 

• Baseline assessment results  

• National Curriculum descriptors for the end of a key stage 

• Standardised screening and assessment tools (GL) 

• Observations of behavioural, emotional and social development 



• An existing Statement of ALN  

• Assessments by a specialist service, such as educational psychology, identifying additional needs 

• Another school or LA which has identified or has provided for additional needs 
 
Based on the school’s observations and assessment data and following a discussion between the class 
teacher, ALNCO and parent, the child may be recorded as needing either: 
Differentiated curriculum support within the class 
Additional support through School Action provision 
Additional support through School Action Plus provision 
 
Basic Skills (not at SEN Code of Practice) 
For children who need some support in basic skills (Literacy, Numeracy and social), we have intervention 
programmes run by a learning support assistant.  At this stage, no formal identification of SEN is made.  If 
the child does not benefit from the intervention or in-class differentiation, then they will, with parental 
permission, be given targeted support. 
 
School Action 
At this stage, children receive a stronger programme of support and intervention.  All children at School 
Action level will have an individual Education Plan (IEP) drawn up by the class teacher in conjunction with 
the child and agreed with parents.  The plan will detail one or two short term achievable targets to help the 
child make progress in areas they find difficult.  These are reviewed every term and parents are invited into 
school to discuss these with the class teacher.   
 
School Action Plus 
A child receives support at School Action Plus level if they need the support of outside agencies.  This could 
be constant if they have a physical or medical need; or if provision at School Action has not been sufficient 
for the child.  Specific agencies, such as speech and language therapy, may be involved, or the local 
authority educational psychologist may advise the ALNCo and class teacher on how best to support the 
child. 
 
Statement 
A statement is a legal document that outlines the support that a particular child is entitled to.  Very few 
children have a statement as most can be supported without  one; but they do ensure that children can 
have 1-to-1 support where needed or access to special education when the parents wish and this is 
deemed by the local authority ALN panel to be in the best interests of the child.   
 
Provision 
Once assessments and observations have informed the SEN register, a Provision Map will be created to 
establish what intervention(s) will be appropriate for a particular child or group of children.  Allocation of 
resources within school is determined by level of need, to ensure that each child is able to access the 
curriculum. In cases of a statement, specific resources may be allocated as detailed in the statement.  
 
Monitoring 
Observations and assessments will provide information about areas where a child is not progressing 
satisfactorily. Under these circumstances, teachers may need to consult the ALNCo to consider what else 
might be done. This review may lead to the conclusion that the pupil requires help over and above that 
which is normally available within the particular class. Reviews between ALNCo and teachers/support staff 
to discuss children’s progress, occurs regularly throughout each term on an informal basis, and half termly 
or termly on a formal basis. If further advice is needed for children, Powys LA provides termly consultation 
meetings run by Area Educational Psychologists and which are attended by cluster group ALNCo’s and all 
outside agencies.   
 



Monitoring of Provision Specified for Children with Statements  
Pupil centered Annual Reviews are held for pupils with statements and involve all professionals and the 
family of the pupil. It allows for open discussions to be held and ways forward discussed. Paperwork is 
completed within a 10 day period and returned to the LA. An action plan is attached to the paperwork, 
which sets out any amendments that are requested to the statement/provision of the pupil. This is then 
discussed at panel meetings and outcomes shared as soon as possible. Other LA officers will also be 
involved in the monitoring of provision made for statemented pupils through visits to schools.  
 
ALN register 
The ALNCo oversees provision for all pupils on the S register.  This is provided in accordance with the Code 
of Practice level detailed above.  If outside agency involvement is neede d, then a referral is requested.  
The school is able to apply for extra funding from the ALN panel where we cannot fulfil the needs of a 
particular pupil from within the school budget. 
 
Arrangements for ALN In-Service Training 
The ALNCO attends cluster meetings to update and revise developments in Additional Learning Needs and 
Inclusion. Meeting additional needs and Inclusion issues are targeted each year through the school’s long-
term goals and the School Development Plan.  In-Service training and individual professional development 
is arranged matched to these targets. In-house additional needs and Inclusion training is provided through 
staff meetings by the ALNCO. All staff have access to professional development opportunities and are able 
to apply for additional needs or Inclusion training where a need is identified either at an individual pupil or 
whole class level. Support staff are also encouraged to extend their own professional development and the 
management team will ensure training where this is appropriate. 
The Educational Psychologist visits the school regularly (according to timetable), following discussion with 
the ALNCO as to the purpose of each visit. The LA LIST officers visit when needed to provide specific 
information, share resources and provide in-service training. Teachers from the Sensory Impairment Team 
work in school to support children, both with and without Statements, who have vision or hearing 
impairment.  The specialist teachers work directly with children where this indicated on a Statement. Class 
teachers plan alongside these specialist teachers who also attend and contribute to IEP reviews. 
The ALNCO liaises frequently with a number of other outside agencies, for example: 

• Social Services 

• Education Welfare Service 

• School Nurse 

• Speech Therapy 

• Occupational Therapy 
Parents/carers are informed if any outside agency is involved. 
 
Arrangements for partnership with parents/carers 
Staff and parents/carers will work together to support pupils identified as having additional needs. 
Parents/carers will be involved at all stages of the education planning process.  An appointment will be 
made by the class teacher to meet all parents/ carers whose children are being recorded as having 
additional needs.  The ALNCO will attend this meeting if the school or the parent thinks this is appropriate. 
At review meetings with parents/carers we try to always make sure that the child’s strengths as well as 
weaknesses are discussed.  Where we make suggestions as to how parents/carers can help at home, these 
are specific and achievable and that all parents/carers go away from the meeting clear about the action to 
be taken and the way in which outcomes will be monitored and reviewed. 
All IEPs and reviews will be copied and sent to parents/carers after meetings and parents/carers are always 
invited to contribute their views to the review process. Ideas and materials for supporting learning at home 
will be discussed with parents/carers and distributed on request. Parents/carers’ evenings provide regular 
opportunities to discuss concerns and progress.  Parents/carers are able to make other appointments on 
request. 
 



 
 
Admission arrangements 
Pupils with Additional Learning Needs are considered for admission to the school on exactly the same basis 
as for children without additional educational needs. Prior to starting school, parents/carers of pupils with 
a Statement of ALN or Statement pending will be invited to discuss the provision that can be made to meet 
their identified needs. 
 
Links with other schools/Transfer arrangements 
Links are established with Puddleducks Early years setting and discussions take place prior to pupils 
starting school. Any concerns are brought to the attention of the ALNCo after this meeting. Class teachers 
of children joining from other schools will receive information from the previous school and will telephone 
to further discuss the child’s needs.  Children transferring from Ysgol Y Mynydd Du to new schools will have 
details of needs and provision sent to the new school. Staff will discuss these pupils with other schools on 
request. 
 
Links with External Agencies 
The school regularly consults health service professionals.  Concerns are initially brought to the attention 
of the school nurse by a member of staff or the ALNCo. Referrals are made as and when necessary and in 
consultation with professionals.  
 
 
Complaints Procedure 
Regular communication between school and home will ensure that concerns are promptly acted on.  
Where this has not happened, however, parents/carers are able to make a complaint by contacting the 
Head teacher or, if this fails to resolve the issues, the governing body.  The school’s complaints procedure 
is also available from the school office. If you wish to seek advice from specialist family support 
organisations, some are listed below. 
 
SNAP Cymru is an all-Wales children’s charity working with families, young people ad professionals on 
issues regarding Additional Learning Needs and disabilities. 
www.snapcymru.org or tel 0845 120 3730 9.30 – 4.30 Mon-Fri 
 
The Independent Parent Partnership is free to families and offers impartial, accurate information, advice 
and support through the Independent Parental Support Scheme (IPSS) 
 
Powys Advocacy Service for Children and Young People 0800 0858471. 
 
  
 
 
 

http://www.snapcymru.org/

