
Rights of a Child



In 1989, governments across the world promised that every child would have the same 
rights when they adopted the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The convention tells everyone what they must do to make sure that every child can 
grow, learn, be safe, can be listened to and treated fairly.

There are 43 articles relating to children’s rights in the charter, but we will only be 
looking at a selection of these!



Article 6
Every child has the right to life.

Governments must do all they can do make sure that children 
survive and develop to their full potential.

Article 7
Every child has the right to a legal name and nationality, 
as well as the right to know and, as far as possible, to be 

cared for by their parents.



Article 12
Every child has the right to have a say in all matters 

affecting them, and to have their views taken seriously.

Article 13
Every child must be free to say what they think and to 
see and receive all kinds of information, as long as it is 

within the law.



Article 23
A child with a disability has the right to live a full and 

decent life with dignity and independence, and to play an 
active part in the community. Governments must do all 

they can to provide support to disabled children.

Article 24
Every child has the right to the best possible health. 

Governments must work to provide good quality health care, 
clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment so that 
children can stay healthy. Richer countries must help poorer 

countries achieve this.



Article 28
Every child has the right to an education. Primary education 

must be free. Secondary education must be available for every 
child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer 

countries must help poorer countries achieve this.

Article 31
Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide 

range of cultural and artistic activities.



Article 32
Governments must protect children from work that is dangerous 

or might harm their health or education.



These were just a selection of some of the UN 
Rights of a Child, but I hope you can see the 
importance in them. 

Your English activities this week, will all be 
linked to these rights. Do as many of these 
activities as you can or want to do, don’t feel 
you have to complete everything!



Activity 1
Choose one of the rights that have been explained and write 
a persuasive paragraph about why you think that right is the 
most important and why.

I have included a list of persuasive language and vocabulary 
on the next page to support you.





Activity 2
Create a booklet, an information sheet, or a written piece 
that celebrates children’s rights. 

You can include illustrations, fact boxes, captions and 
subheadings to make your work more eye catching, but as it 
is an English task, make sure there is writing involved!

I’ve included some tips and guidance on the next page.



Things to include
• What some of the rights are
• Why we are celebrating these rights
• Why they are important

The right to be SAFE
- Article 27: You have the right for a safe place to live

The right to be HAPPY and HEALTHY
- Article 31: You have the right to play and rest

The right to DEVELOP and LEARN
- Article 28: You have the right to a good quality education

The right to be YOU
- Article 7: You have the right to a name.

Sub-heading 
ideas



Activity 3
If you had to create a new right for children, what would 
your right be?

It should be something that is beneficial to children around 
the world and something that is positive!



Activity 4

Write a paragraph explaining what you think 
life would be like if children didn’t have these 
rights. 

Try and use emotive language.



Extra Information
You could ask your parents to sign up to www.authorfy.com (it is free 
and has lots of great literacy resources!)

Then check out https://authorfy.com/masterclasses/marciawilliams/
who has put a page up all about a book called ‘Children who 
Changed the World’ by Marcia Williams. There are videos from the 
author about her book and about the rights of a child which are very 
interesting if you want to find out more!


