
Reopening to more pupils from 1 June 
 
Will Acle Primary School be open? 
 
We will follow the Government guidance on reopening the school for more children with a plan 
that has been approved by our Governing Body. We aim to open on 1 June for children in 
Year 6, followed by children from Reception and Year 1, from 8 June. This will be initially on a 
part time basis and will be reviewed on 22 June.   
 
Will all children be able to come back to school? 
 
To start with the Government has asked us to focus on Key Workers, Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6. The Government has indicated that other year groups might return before the summer 
holiday. 
 
Do I have to send my child back to school? 
 
No. It is your choice. There will not be any fines issued for non-attendance. 
 
Will my child be with their teacher? 
 
Yes, as far as is possible (Mrs Tovell will be teaching Year 1 pupils as Miss Lansdell will be 
working remotely). Children will be in their own year groups and when they are inside the 
building they will work in smaller 'bubbles'. Each year group will have a teacher and at least 
one teaching assistant. We will try and make sure these grown-ups are familiar to the children 
but they might not be with their usual teaching assistants. 
 
Will my child be with their friends? 
In the school building, children will be in smaller year group bubbles. We have tried to make 
sure that children are with another fried as far as is possible, within these groups.  
Unfortunately you will not be able to pick who goes into your child's bubble – We will do our 
best to allocate places to children in a kind, fair way. This will be decided by the school. During 
play times, each year group will be together in their own section of the school grounds. 
 
Will children be made to keep a 2m social distance? 
 
As much as possible but not all the time. We will encourage the children to avoid large 
groups and gatherings. The older children will be kept separate more often as they can 
understand the instructions. Younger children will be more likely to mix with the children in 
their bubble. 
 
How will play time work? 
 
Each year group will be given a large space for outside play. The groups will be made up of 10 
children or less. Children will not be able to mix with children from other year groups. Routes 
will be left clear for access to the toilets etc. 
 
Will my child be able to wear their face mask? 
 
No. The Government has advised that no PPE is needed for children or adults. Adults will only 
wear PPE when administering first aid and during intimate care / supporting particular pupils 
requiring much closer contact. The Government advice is that primary children should not be 
wearing any PPE in school. We are hoping for more guidance on this soon. 
 
 
 



Will the school routine be back to normal? 
 
School routines will now have to be quite different. The children will be just with their year 
group all day. Teachers will continue to make learning interesting and engaging, and we will 
give pupils lots of opportunities for outdoor learning too, within our spacious grounds. There 
will not be assemblies or gatherings of any kind, however. We will make the days as structured 
as possible but it will be a new 'normal'. 
 
Will the children have normal lessons? 
 
The focus of the learning each day will be on key skills such as reading and mathematics. 
However, time will also be spent focusing on getting to grips with the emotional aspects of lock 
down. Teachers will be re-teaching lots of the aspects already covered this year in an attempt 
to fill the gaps. 
 
Will my child be able to eat lunch with their friends? 
 
Lunchtimes will be staggered. Pupils will bring in their own packed lunches or will take up the 
option of a packed lunch prepared by the school. Packed lunches will be eaten in the hall, in 
class or outside. Children will only be able to mix with children in their year group. After the 
children have eaten, they will go outside to play. The field will be zoned so pupils can play 
freely within their group over lunchtimes.  
  
What will happen if my child gets upset? 
 
The staff in each bubble will use their judgement about getting close to children when 
needed. Although there will not be as much contact as before, we would never leave a child in 
distress. 
 
If I keep my child at home now, can I change my mind later on? 
 
Yes. We will be as flexible as we can with all families. We will be able to add to our small 
groups on a weekly basis, but we will need to know the week before if a child is going to return 
to school. Children who do attend will be expected to do so on their allocated days. 
 
Will the children have to play in 2m squares on the playground? 
 
No. Each Year group will be given a section of outside space to play in. They will be 
encouraged to keep as much distance as possible but will be able to play with the children in 
their year group. Contact games such as ‘tag’ or football will not be allowed. 
 
Will children be told what they can and cannot do, to keep themselves and others safe? 
We will be encouraging good hygiene and regular hand washing throughout the day. Routines 
for all children will be shared from the very start so that children feel comfortable with the new 
ways of adjusting to school life. The older children are returning first as they are best placed to 
understand these new rules and be role models for others.  
 
What happens if my child becomes ill while they are not in school? 
 
Do not send your child to school. If your child has a new continuous cough, a temperature, and 
/ or a loss or change of your sense of smell you should follow self-isolation guidelines for 7 
days. The rest of the household should self-isolate for 14 days.  Please arrange for a test for 
your child, through the national scheme and inform the school of the situation. If the test 
proves negative, your child may return to school. 
 
 



What happens if my child becomes ill while they are in school? 
 
They will be looked after by school staff, away from others, and you will be informed straight 
away so that you can take them home. If symptoms are not related to COVID 19 they may 
return to school when they are feeling better.   

If a child has symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they will be sent home and advised to 
self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff 
and pupils who are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they 
display symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their setting 
and the fellow household members can end their self-isolation. 

Will I be informed of any cases of COVID 19 in the school? 
 
If there is a CONFIRMED case within school you will be informed.  
 
Will the school be clean? 
 
We have already increased our cleaning. This will continue over the coming weeks. We will be 
open just for key worker pupils and staff on Wednesdays, allowing for enhanced cleaning 
before the next groups of pupils attend, on Thursdays and Fridays.    
 
Will children need to wear school uniform? 
 
No – we would like pupils to come to school with clothes suitable for learning, both inside and 
out. We think it is easier for parents as clothes can be washed each day and we know that 
many children may have outgrown uniform or shoes during this time away.   
 
I am a key worker but my child is not in R, 1 or 6. Can they still come to school? 
 
Yes. Key worker children are our main priority and schooling will continue for them, as it does 
now. If pupils are in R, 1 and 6 they will be with their peer group once new arrangements are 
in place after half term. 
 
Can my child have a COVID test? 
 
Yes. If your child, or anyone in your household displays symptoms of COVID 19, they will now 
be able to book in for a test using the Government website. 
 
Is it totally safe for my child to return? 
 
We cannot guarantee that your child will not become ill, or carry the infection home. 
However, we will follow all of the safety advice and make it as safe as possible. Only you 
can decide if you would like your child to return. 
 
Will breakfast club still run? 

Breakfast club will continue, prioritising key worker pupils.  Please contact Wendy Haynes if 

you need this provision.  Owl Club will not be running at this time.  


