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Governors’ Annual Report to Parents for the year 2013/2014 
 

Acting Headteacher: Mary Strong c/o Knighton C in W Primary 
 
 

Greetings to all our parents and carers. 
 

This report aims to tell you about how we did last year.  
 

It was an amazing year in many ways, not least because of the vastly improved end of 
key stage performance of our pupils. 
 

However, we are proud of our children for many other reasons. You’ll read about some of 
these below. 
 
 
Quotes from ESTYN and Church in Wales Inspection Reports 

 

‘The school is a warm and friendly place, with a vibrant and caring 

atmosphere, where good interpersonal relationships are modelled.’ 

(Gwella Inspection of Church in Wales Schools Report for Knighton CIW School, July 2014) 
 
‘There was a real sense that they were moving beyond what is good, and 
seeking to be an example of excellence, not only in teaching and learning, but 
also in modelling a caring and supportive Christian community in the school.’ 

(Gwella Inspection of Church in Wales Schools Report for Knighton CIW School, July 2014) 
 
‘Most pupils are well motivated and demonstrate good behaviour in lessons 

and around the school. They are courteous and polite to adults and each 

other.’ 

(ESTYN report for Knighton CIW School, July 2014) 
 
‘The school plans effectively to develop pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills 

within English and Maths lessons.’ 

(ESTYN report for Knighton CIW School, July 2014) 
 
‘Teachers and support staff work well together…They use praise, 

encouragement and positive reinforcement successfully to encourage pupils’ 

learning and good behaviour.’ 

(ESTYN report for Knighton CIW School, July 2014) 
 
‘The curriculum provides a wide range of stimulating learning experiences   

both within and outside the classroom…’ 

(ESTYN report for Knighton CIW School, July 2014) 
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Knighton Primary 2013/14 results; fantastic news! 
 

Those of you who have read the Estyn inspection report will know that the team 
highlighted our ‘end of key stage results’ (how well year 2 pupils are doing at English, 
Maths, and Personal and Social Development and year 6 pupils are doing at English, 
Maths and Science) as being something the school needed to improve.  
 
However the inspection team were not able to take our 2013/14 results into consideration 
as they had not been published by Powys at the time of the inspection. 
 

By September we had the official information about how well our children did last year 
and the news is that our school has made incredible progress.  
 
Improved end of key stage performance includes: (reference All Wales Core Data, 2014)  
 

o All Foundation Phase results (2014) show an average increase of 15.5%  
 
o All Foundation Phase results (2014) are now matching or are better than our family 
of similar schools, and better than schools across Powys and Wales for the first 
time 

 
o Our KS2 results (2014) show an average increase of 2.4% 
 
o All KS2 end of key stage results at Level 5+ (2014) have improved and are better 
than our family of similar schools for the first time 

 
o KS2 end of key stage results at Level 5+ in Maths and Science (2014) are now 
matching or are better than our family of similar schools, and better than schools 
across Powys and Wales for the first time 

 
(Glossary: Foundation Phase results are for year 2 pupils, KS2 results are for year 6 
pupils. Our family of schools refers to a group of schools similar to Knighton and is set by 
the Welsh Government. Level 5+ is an above average end of key stage result.) 

 

Home/Community Links 
 

Here are some of the supportive things our parents did last 
year: 

• Parent Council meetings re safety in the car park and 
collating feedback from parent questionnaires   

• FOS meetings, disco and prom 
• FOS money has provided school with a new climbing 
frame 

• pupils raised money for WWF by paying to dress as 
animals 
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• twice-monthly class assemblies with parents visiting classrooms afterwards to look at 
their children’s work and try out an aspect of learning 

• two ‘Parents to Lunch’ days 
• Foundation Phase and KS2 sports days 
• twice-monthly reward assemblies 
• a group of parents and friends built us an amazing new outdoor classroom! 

 
Our Knighton Superheroes  

 

Despite all the recent cuts to funding in Education, at Knighton we are driving up 
standards and improving provision. 
This is due in no small part to our ‘Knighton Superheroes’; the parents who give up time to 
work with our children, help with trips and swimming and give up time and resources to 
improve our school building. 
We know that lots of our parents are busy at work: they earn the ‘Superhero’ title by 
helping their own children read and complete homework. This gives your child the best 
possible chance of success now and in the future. There is hard evidence to show that these 
children, whose parents value school, perform better in many different ways. 
 

Last year the list of parents/carers who came regularly to help in school included: 

Ms Urwin, Mrs Davies, Mrs Long, Ms Tolley, Mrs Shaw, Mrs Owen, Mrs Rees, Mrs Huffer, Mrs 
Price, Mrs Morgan, Mrs Smith, Mrs Dodd, Mrs Washington, Mrs Davies and Mrs Elvidge.  
 
 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to Knighton’s dedicated staff. 

 

Both the Estyn and the Church inspection reports recognised the ‘above and beyond’ 
contributions that all the staff at Knighton make to the success of our school. Some of these 
hundreds of hours of overtime can be seen by parents- for example when staff run after 
school or lunchtime clubs.  
 
In fact all our teaching staff give up their evenings, weekends and holidays to: plan 
effective lessons; mark books thoroughly; put together the resources needed for activities; 
run residential trips and attend evening and weekend meetings and training.  
 
With an average class size of 28 pupils, an average time of 5 minutes to mark a book 
properly and up to 3 sets of books to mark each day you can ‘do the maths’ and 
appreciate just how hard our teachers work!  They put in hours more work every week 
than they are paid to do. 
 
Our office staff and Teaching Assistants regularly put in un-paid hours of extra work too.   
All our staff are quick to share when parents are appreciative.  Thank you to all our 
parents/carers who do support staff in this way. 
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Sporting Events 

 

As well as the range of sports and games that pupils experience as part of their P.E. 
programme, last year we began our daily lunchtime ‘drop in’ sports sessions. These 
continue to be very popular. Many children choose to join our extra curricular sports 
groups that may offer the opportunity to compete against children from other schools.  
 
Last year our children took part in football, netball, 
cricket, tag rugby and swimming competitions.  
 

All pupils swam for ten sessions in every term. Groups 
of children from KS2 attended cluster sports events 
such as cross country running and orienteering.  

 

Our Year 6 pupils took part in outdoor and 
adventurous activities during a wonderful week at 
Staylittle. The Year 5 pupils had a great time in 
Llangrannog. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visits and Visitors to the school included: 

 

� a problem solving group spent an afternoon working in Radnor Valley Primary 
� pre-school visited the Nursery for a transition afternoon 
� Dosbarth Gwennol visited the local fire station 
� KS2 had a wonderful day trip to Blists Hill 
� We had our termly visits from Powys Library Service with their Bookrunner Bus 
� a group of KS2 boys visited Aardvark books to choose ‘boy friendly’ material 
� the whole school walked to St Edward’s Church for an Easter celebration 
� PCSO Kate Wheeldon visited school and had lunch with some of the children 
� 2 Visits from Community Police to talk about internet safety and drug awareness 
� we had our annual visit from Bishop John 
� Y6 visited Brecon cathedral for a Y6 Leavers’ Worship 
� school choir sang at John Beddoes campus evening of musical talent 
� we had an awareness-raising visit from the ‘Barefoot Billion’ team 
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� we enjoyed a visit from the head teacher of Tiger Kloof school in South Africa re 
building links between two schools 

� taking part in the Swimming Gala  
� Cnoc-y-Coed visited the town library to meet author Cat Weatherill 
� J Llewellyn-Roberts started a new Art club, Pensil Melyn 
� R Thomas continued his bell-ringing club 
� C Mellings continued with her Brass Group 
� J Milward continued with her piano/keyboard groups 
� Activ8 Kids ran our weekly sports lessons 
� lunch-time drop-in sports clubs led by sports centre staff proved to be very popular 
� a new football club led by ‘supermum’ Jackie Shaw 
� we had work experience students from John Beddoes Campus, The Community 
College, Lady Hawkins’ School, Ludlow College & Newtown College 

� a fire safety talk for Y2 pupils from Laura Saunders 
� cycling proficiency training for Y6 pupils 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No parents’ meeting was held this year. There were no requests from parents for a 
meeting. 
 
Information about the next election of parent governors: 
 
Andrew Morris, Cath Mellings and Carla Rosenthal’s term of office will expire in November 
2016 and Philippa Gough in January 2018. 
 
I would like to emphasize that as a governing body we are indebted to the dedicated 
work of the Acting Headteacher and all the staff in our school and, personally, I would also 
like to thank all our governors who so willingly volunteer their time and skills. 

 

With very best wishes to you all, 

 

 

Julia Llewellyn-Roberts 

(Chair of Knighton Church in Wales Governing Body) 
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Knighton Church in Wales Primary School / Ysgol Gynradd Tref-y-Clawdd 
 

Benchmark Data  
 

(All Wales Core Data 2014) 

KEY STAGE 2 
 

CSI (%) 
School Family (11 

schools) 
LA Wales Position in 

Family 
Quartile 

81.1 88.1 88.4 84.33 8th  4 
 
ENGLISH Level 4+ (%) Overall level 

89.2 91.2 90.3 88.4 8th               3 
 

ORACY Level 4+ (%) 
91.9 92.7 90.4 88.9 5th  

 
READING Level 4+ (%) 

78.4 88.5 88.1 87.8 9th  
 
WRITING Level 4+ (%) 

83.8 87.4 86.1 82.7 10th  
 

ENGLISH Level 5 (%) 
40.5 37.2 42.6 38.0 4th 2 

 
KEY STAGE 2 
 

MATHS Level 4+ (%) 
School Family (11 

schools) 
LA Wales Position in 

Family 
Quartile 

83.9 91.6 90.3 88.9 9th 4 
 
MATHS Level 5 (%) 

School Family (11 
schools) 

LA Wales Position in 
Family 

Quartile 

43.2 36.4 40.0 38.0 3rd 2 
 
KEY STAGE 2 
 

SCIENCE Level 4+ (%) 
School Family (11 

schools) 
LA Wales Position in 

Family 
Quartile 

83.8 93.1 92.1 90.3 11th 4 
 
SCIENCE Level 5 (%) 

School Family (11 
schools) 

LA Wales Position in 
Family 

Quartile 

48.6 34.1 42.7 38.4 1st 1 
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KS2 Gender difference: (Boys c.f. Girls) 
 
CSI: -13.2% 
English: -9.1% 
Maths: -8.2% 
Science: -8.2 
 
English: (Level 5)-12.1% 
Maths:  (Level 5) +3.8% 
Science: (Level 5) -7.9% 
 
KEY STAGE 2 Level 4+ (%) 
 
COMBINATION OF EXPECTED LEVEL IN READING, WRITING AND MATHEMATICS 
(Level 4+ %) 
 

School Family (11 
schools) 

LA Wales Position in 
Family 

Quartile 

73.0 82.4 83.0 80.6 10th  
 
KS2 Gender difference: (Boys c.f. Girls) 
 
  Level 4+ -38.46% 
 
COMBINATION OF EXPECTED LEVEL IN READING, WRITING, MATHS AND SCIENCE 
(Level 4+ %) 
 

School Family (11 
schools) 

LA Wales Position in 
Family 

Quartile 

73.0 82.4 83.0 80.4 10th  
 
KS2 Gender difference: (Boys c.f. Girls) 
 
Level 4+ -6.5% 
 
 

The number of unauthorised absences and authorised absences in the reporting year 
expressed as a percentage of “the total number of possible attendances” in that year were 
as follows: 

o overall attendance was 94.4% for compulsory school aged pupils 

o of that 1.1% were unauthorised and  

o 4.4% were authorised (figures taken from DEWi from 1/9/13 to 31/7/14) 
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The term dates (including half term holidays) for the next school year: 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2014 - 2015 
 

Autumn Term 2014 

 

No of School Days Non-Pupil Days 

 

Wednesday 3rd September 
To 

Friday 24th October 

 
38 

Monday 1st September 
Tuesday 2nd September 

Half Term – Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October 
Monday 3rd November 

To 
Friday 19th December 

 
35 

 

 
Spring Term 2015 

 

No of School Days Non-Pupil Days 

 Tuesday 6th January 
To 

Friday 13th February 

 
29 
 

Monday 5th January  
 

Half Term – Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 
 Monday 23rd February  

To 
Thursday 26th March 

 
24 
 

Friday 27th March  
 

 
Summer Term 2015 

 

No of School Days Non-Pupil Days 

Monday 13th April 
To 

Friday 22nd May 

 
29 
 
 

 
 

Half Term – Monday 25th  May to Friday 29th May 
Monday 1stJune 

To 
Friday 17thJuly 

 
35 

Monday 20th July  
 
 

 

 

Good Friday:    Friday 3rd April 2015 
Easter Monday:   Monday 6thApril 2015 
May Day Bank Holiday:   Monday 4th May 2015 
Spring Bank Holiday:   Monday 25th May 2015 
Royal Welsh Show:    Monday 20th July 2015 to Thursday 23rd July 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 


