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Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you all had a very happy and relaxing holiday and that your children are looking forward to returning to 
school. I can confirm that we will be open for learning as expected from Thursday.   Our current risk 
assessments and mitigating controls mean that we do not expect to have to make significant changes to our 
existing plans, but I need to make you aware of the latest guidance and how we are responding.  

 

Children Displaying Symptoms or Testing Positive. 

Children displaying symptoms of Covid-19 should not attend school. They should remain at home, and parents 
are advised to arrange a PCR test and ensure self-isolation guidance is adhered to.   If a child starts to display 
symptoms in school, school will contact home.  If your child is under 5, they should only attend school or 
childcare when their symptoms have resolved, or if you feel it is completely necessary for your child you can 
book a PCR test. 

If a child tests positive they must not attend school and follow self-isolation guidance that you will be given by 
TTP when they contact you.  

You can make us aware of a pupil’s positive test by emailing YBBCOVID@npt.school 

 

Positive Cases in your Household or Close Contacts 

If someone in your household has tested positive, then your child can still attend school. However, we now 
ask that all children aged 5 to 17 years old identified as a close contact of a positive case take lateral flow tests 
(LFTs) every day for 7 days.  Additional LFT tests will be available for this purpose on request for both Primary 
(aged 5 and over) and Secondary Phase pupils.  Children under 5 are not required to self-isolate or test as 
contacts.  

 

Clinically Extremely Vulnerable 

Chief Medical Officers have continued to monitor the impact of COVID 19 on children and young people.  It is 
particularly important that we do not ask children and young people to shield when this is not necessary. 
There remains a small number in this group who may have been advised by their own specialists to isolate or 
reduce their social contact because of their medical condition or treatment. Where this is the case, children 
and young people are advised to continue to follow the advice of their own clinician and provide evidence of 
this advice to schools in order that we can authorise absence.  

 



  
 

  
 

Regular LFT Testing 

All learners in Secondary Phase are strongly encouraged to undertake an LFD test before they attend school 
every Monday/Wednesday/Friday and record their results online.  More LFT testing kits will be available to 
Secondary Phase pupils this week.  

  

Face Coverings 

In line with Welsh Government Guidance, face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all 
indoor areas, including classrooms.  Face coverings continue to be recommended to be worn by secondary 
aged learners on school transport. There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face 
coverings, but school will not be issuing exemption cards, these can only be provided by parents.  Learners will 
be regularly reminded to wear a face covering by our staff and we would appreciate parent support in 
checking that your child leaves with a mask each morning and parents emphasising with them the importance 
of wearing their masks in line with this guidance. 

 

Staffing Levels and Remote Learning 

At the moment we have assessed our staffing levels and applied risk assessments and can open fully to pupils 
for learning.  Breakfast club will not be available this Thursday or Friday but we will review this as soon as 
possible. We review our staffing levels daily and in some exceptional circumstances it may be necessary to 
return to Remote Learning at short notice for some learners.  Whenever this is the case, we will communicate 
to parents by text.  

In preparation we would ask all parents to ensure:  

1. if you have changed your mobile number or have not received a text from school on Tuesday, please 
let us know of your new number by phoning main reception,  

2. that you and your child have access to the Satchel One app where work will be published, 
3. your child knows their Hwb username and password so that work can be accessed and submitted, 
4. your child has access to a suitable device, or you let school know if this is not the case. We still have a 

small number of ex-school devices that we can offer.  

Please email ybbitsupport@npt.school if you need help.  

Whilst we endeavour to provide work to pupils in any period of authorised absence or remote learning, we 
hope that you will understand that due to staff illness or redeployment, this may not always be possible.   

 

Exams 

GCSE Exams are continuing as planned but with additional venues being utilised to reduce pupil numbers in 
exam rooms.  Guidance is that masks should be worn in the exam rooms.  

  

 



  
 

  
 

Parents’ Evening 

The planned Year 9 parents’ evening has been postponed until Monday 17th January.  Letters to parents 
including access codes will be issued this week.  

  

Spring Term 

Whilst so much of our planning is centred around COVID restrictions and risk assessment, I do want to take 
the opportunity to thank you all for your continued support during these challenging times. As always, we will 
endeavour to keep pupils in school whilst ensuring the safety of the school community. I hope that as the 
Spring Term progresses, the situation will improve and we will be able to return to less restrictive measures as 
soon as possible. 

 
Diolch 
 
Mr Rees 
Headteacher 


