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16th December 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: End of Autumn Term/Start of Spring Term 2022 

 
As we reach the end of term, I would like to thank pupils, parents and staff for their efforts during what has 
been a very challenging time. Like all schools, we have seen an increase in positive COVID cases in the pupil 
population as well as amongst staff. Whilst the number of positive cases has decreased since October half-
term the emergence of the Omicron variant has once again led to inevitable uncertainty in schools and the 
wider community. The understanding and co-operation of parents and carers during this period is greatly 
appreciated as is the commitment of the whole staff in ensuring we could keep school open to all pupils. 
 
That said, it has been really heartening to see school return to a degree of normality this term. We have not 
had whole year groups having to self-isolate as was the case last year so most pupils have had uninterrupted 
learning and we have been able to provide appropriate academic and pastoral support as we look to recover 
from the impact of COVID. Year 11 pupils recently sat their GCSE Maths and Numeracy exams and I was 
greatly encouraged by the high level of attendance and excellent attitude of all pupils bearing in mind their 
lack of experience of doing examinations in recent years. We have also provisionally booked a venue for a 
Year 11 celebration evening on 29th June 2022.  Many activities have re-started including sports clubs, drama 
club and pupils in all phases have been able to take part in organised educational trips which do so much to 
enhance the learning done in the classroom.  
 
Restrictions have meant that we have not been able to welcome as many parents as usual to on-site events 
but hopefully this situation will improve in 2022. In the meantime, we will continue to communicate with 
parents via the Satchel One app, the SchoolCloud online parental consultation app and through our normal 
channels e.g. text message, school website, Twitter/Facebook etc. 
 

As far as the start of the Autumn Term is concerned, Headteachers have today received information from the 
Minister for Education, Jeremy Miles, which can be read in full via the link below: 

Written Statement: School and colleges operational arrangements from January 2022 (16 December 2021) | 
GOV.WALES 

As you will appreciate, this has come very late in the term and is in response to the emerging threat of the 
Omicron variant. We will be using Tuesday 4th January 2022 and Wednesday 5th January 2022 as planning days 
as instructed in order to assess staffing capacity and put the necessary measures in place to support the 
return of learners. We will also be revisiting our contingency plans to ensure exam years are prioritised and 
ensure measures are in place to move to remote learning if necessary. 



  
 

  
 

At this stage, the intention is for all pupils to return to school on Thursday 6th January 2022. The English 
Literature GCSE Examination which is due to take place on Tuesday 11th January will go ahead as planned. The 
situation could change significantly over the holiday period and I will provide an update to parents on Tuesday 
4th January.  

The use of face coverings in communal areas and classrooms for secondary phase pupils will continue into the 
Spring Term and staff and learners are encouraged to continue undertaking Lateral Flow Testing. Guidance in 
fact states that the expectation will be that secondary age learners and staff should test three times a week 
(on Monday, Wednesday and Friday) in the week before returning to school and continue this pattern of 
testing after the start of term. 

It will continue to be important that no one with COVID-19 symptoms attends school at the start of term and 
they should book a PCR test. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable festive break. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr Rees 
 
Headteacher 


