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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope that you are all safe and keeping well. Can I take this opportunity to thank you again for your continued 
support and co-operation during these unprecedented times. Ysgol Bae Baglan prides itself on its close links 
with the community and never has this been exemplified more so than during this period of lockdown. The 
school continues to operate as a hub for children of key workers and identified vulnerable learners in 
conjunction with eight other NPT schools. School staff are on a rota to attend school to provide vital childcare 
in addition to the requirement to set work remotely for pupils in their classes. I must also commend the 
Technology Department who have so far managed to make and provide the NHS with 1000 visors which is a 
tremendous achievement indeed.  

 

Home Schooling and Distance Learning 
Staff, pupils and parents had a well-earned break over Easter but staff have been busy setting work through 
Show My Homework. Setting up remote distance learning was done within a very short timescale due to 
circumstances and I am grateful for the tremendous efforts of the staff in ensuring that appropriate work is 
set. We welcome feedback from parents and the Senior Management Team hold video conferences regularly 
to review the system in place, the work being set, any issues arising etc. On that note, I would ask that if you 
are encountering any problems, that you contact the appropriate Head of School in the first instance who will 
be able to advise you. Contacting them on the following email addresses is preferable as they will be able to 
pick up emails from home and get in contact with you: 

• Mrs Kath Palmer (Head of Lower School) – kpa@npt.school 
• Mr Anthony Marchant (Head of Middle school) – ama@npt.school 
• Mrs Sarah Rogers (Head of Upper School) – sro@npt.school 

Regarding access to devices and the internet, Mr Stewart Davies sent out a text last week asking 
parents/carers to respond if they had any issues. As a result, we have approximately one hundred school 
devices going out to households this week to support home learning. If you did not respond and feel you 
would benefit from this support please respond to the original text as soon as possible or phone school. 
 
Texts are the quickest and easiest means of communicating directly with parents, however 
they are also the most costly. Please download and install the School Gateway app from the 
app store. Register using the same mobile number we have for you in school and allow 
notifications.  This will help us save money whilst you continue receiving our text messages 
for free via the app.  
 



 
Wellbeing 
I am aware that some pupils and parents have been somewhat overwhelmed by the work being set. The last 
thing we want is for pupils to become stressed and anxious about completing work. The wellbeing of our 
pupils is of paramount importance and these are difficult times for us all. Access the work and complete it at a 
pace that is suitable for your circumstances as these may well differ from household to household. As a parent 
of a teenager myself, I know how difficult is can be to establish a routine and balance academic work with 
other activities. It is obviously important that pupils also engage in activities which will enhance their 
wellbeing such as regular exercise. Please see the school website and social media platforms for wellbeing 
advice. 

Transition 
This term is an important one for Year 6. Ordinarily, we would be putting on a variety of transition events such 
as a day at Llandarcy Academy of Sport, two days experiencing life at YBB etc. Although our pupils know the 
environment, it is always nice for pupils from the cluster schools to meet and follow a secondary timetable. 
We don’t obviously know at this stage whether or not we will be able to run any large scale transition events 
so Mr Marchant and Mrs Harris have been busy liaising with the Primary Headteachers and will be using 
Flipgrid as in previous years to allow pupils to ask questions of them and creating information booklets for 
pupils.  
 
Potential Re-opening of Schools 
As you will probably have seen over the weekend, there has been much speculation about the re-opening of 
schools. This is a very fluid situation and as things stand there is no official direction from the Welsh 
Government in terms of timescales or procedures for re-opening. Education is devolved to the Welsh 
Government and last week Kirsty Williams (Education Minister) set out her five key principles for schools’ 
return: 

1. The safety and mental, emotional and physical wellbeing of students and staff 
2. Continuing contribution to the national effort and strategy to fight the spread of COVID-19 
3. Having the confidence of parents, staff and students – based on evidence and information – so that 

they can plan ahead 
4. Ability to prioritise learners at key points, including those from disadvantaged backgrounds 
5. Consistency with the Welsh Government’s framework for decision making, to have guidance in place 

to support measures such as distancing, managing attendance and wider protective actions. 

I am in regular contact with the Local Authority who are rightly keen to place pupil and staff safety at the 
heart of any strategy to reopen or operate schools. I will continue to update you as appropriate on this 
matter.  

In the meantime, I hope that you continue to keep safe and well. 

Take care 

Richard Rees 

Headteacher 


