
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Friends and Families, 

It is hard to believe that today, we close our doors to pupils for the last time in 2020. 

This day brings a whole host of mixed emotions as we look ahead to the Christmas 

break and beyond.  

It has certainly been a very different year, which has affected every one of us in 

various ways. I remain in awe of how our whole school community has continued to 

pull closely together during these past 10 months. When we were forced apart, our 

families and staff rose to the challenge and we all worked together to help keep 

everyone as safe as can be. I cannot thank you all enough for the immeasurable 

support that has been shown to our staff; it really is very much appreciated. 

None of us know how we will continue to be affected by this deadly virus over the 

coming weeks. The steep increase of transmission rates and positive cases across 

our local community is highly alarming and shows no sign of slowing down. As cases 

continue to rise, we cannot plan safely for January as none of us can predict how 
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many staff may be affected over the next fortnight. This may impact on our capacity 

to provide face to face learning in the first week. 

Looking ahead to the new year, the Welsh Assembly Government have released 

their plans. All schools across Neath Port Talbot will be closed to pupils on 

January 4th and 5th 2021 in order for us to fully risk assess capacity and decide on 

the appropriate level of opening. We will only fully re-open to all pupils if we can 

make it as safe as possible with the correct amount of staff. 

Central Primary School’s first day of opening to pupils will be on 6th January 2021, 

unless there is a clear rationale based on Health and Safety to step down into 

reduced opening or remote learning. If there is a change in this date, we will let you 

know you on the 4th January. However, our school will still be open from the 6th 

January to vulnerable learners and children of critical workers and we emphasise 

that it is important for them to attend. 

From 23rd December onwards, the ‘positive covid case’ email system will be 

changing. As soon as it is confirmed, I will let you know the updated email / contact 

details to use instead of using our covid email over the Christmas break. However – 

please continue to use the covid.centralprimary@npt.gov.uk to report any 

positive cases up until 5pm on Tuesday 22nd December. 

We will be available on the phones and emails from the 4th January onwards. If you 

need us then, please ring us on 01639 882866/882898. 

To help curb the rapid spread of the virus, we must all continue to do all that we can 

to protect ourselves, each other and our communities. I sincerely wish you a happy 

and healthy Christmas break and until we can be together again in the New Year, 

stay as safe as you can! 

 

Merry Christmas, 

 

Mrs Hopkins  

Head teacher 
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