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The Minister for Education announced on 9 July that all learners would return to school in 
the autumn term. The Welsh Technical Advisory Group (TAG), which provides scientific and 
technical advice to Government during emergencies, recommends that schools “plan to 
open in September with 100% of pupils physically present on school sites, subject to a 
continuing, steady decline in the presence of COVID-19 in the community.” 
 
We are very much looking forward to getting back to our ‘new normal’ in the autumn term 

with ALL of our pupils back full time from 14th September onwards. 

We will be staggering the return to school between 3rd-11th September. We want to ease 

our children back into full time learning as whole year groups in a way which supports 

them and eases their anxieties. Dates and times are being shared with each specific year 

group. 

 

Will the Hub provision still remain for children of critical key workers? 

No. Hub provision for key workers ended on July 17th 2020. 

 

Will everything be back to normal with full time education from September 1st? 

From 3rd-11th September, children will have transition sessions so that they are eased back 

into school life in a supportive manner. Specific dates and times will be shared with each 

year group. We will continue to operate ‘pods’. Our ‘pods’ are separated into classes and 

year groups and children will remain with their own ‘pod’.  

From 14th September, it will be compulsory for ALL children to attend school on a full time 

basis.  

 

Will parents be allowed access inside the school to meet with staff? 

No. 

All communication will continue to be electronic or via the telephone. Face to face meetings 
are not currently permitted and will be undertaken virtually until further notice. 
 

Will my child have to wear school uniform? 

Yes. All children must wear our school uniform from 3rd September. No earrings or jewellery 

are permitted. Please ensure your child has a suitable coat as children will access the 

outdoors during many different types of weather. It is likely that PE lessons will use the 

outdoors when possible. Please provide a suitable PE kit (tracksuit and a white t-shirt) 

which will provide warmth outdoors during our autumnal and winter days! 
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Where will my child be when they are at school? 

Pupils will remain in consistent year group or class ‘pods’.  

We will use a variety of strategies to help keep children in different parts of the school 

including floor markings, assigned yard areas, staggered playtimes and lunchtimes, specific 

entrance and exits etc.  

We will limit ‘mixing’ between pods as much as possible. 

 

What will the ‘pod’ environments be like? 

Pods will use the same area of a setting throughout the day as much as possible. Public 

health advice is to remove all soft toys, and any toys that are hard to clean, such as those 

with intricate parts. Our soft furnishings, for example pillows, bean bags and rugs have been 

removed and stored. Resources which are not easily washable or wipe-able have also been 

removed.  

Where appropriate, tables will face forward.  
 
Ideally, staff will maintain a 2 metre distance from each other, and from children. We know 
that this is not always possible, particularly when working with younger children, In 
particular, staff will avoid close face-to-face contact and minimise time spent within 1 metre 
of anyone. For children old enough, they will be supported to maintain distance and not 
touch staff or their friends where possible. This will not be possible for the youngest 
learners. 
 

Can my child use the toilet when they need to? 

Yes. 

Children will be able to access the toilets when needed. There will be restrictions in place on 

the number of pupils accessing toilets at one time to ensure social distancing rules are 

followed. Urinals will not be in use. 

 

What can my child bring to school? 

NO bags: Pupils should NOT bring rucksacks or typical school bags. Where bags are 

necessary for lunchboxes etc. they should be disposable ones (plastic or paper).  

NO Pencil cases: Pupils will be provided with their own pen, pencil, ruler etc. which will be 

stored in a plastic wallet for ease of cleaning. These resources will NOT be shared. 

Face masks: No PPE is required when undertaking routine educational activities in 
classroom or school settings. No one who may not be able to handle face coverings as 
directed (e.g. young learners, or those with special educational needs or disabilities) should 
wear them as it may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission.  
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We have a strict process for removing face coverings when children and staff who use 
them arrive at school and this is clearly communicated with them. Children and staff are 
instructed not to touch the front of their face covering during use or when removing 
them. They must wash their hands immediately on arrival (as is the case for all), dispose 
of temporary face coverings in a covered bin or place reusable face coverings in a plastic 
bag they can take home with them, and then wash their hands again before heading to 
their classroom. 
 
How will people move around the school?  
Staff will try to reduce possible contact between different groups of children, and between 

adults. Corridors will be limited as much as practicably possible.  

Designated entry and exit routes per year group will be shared with parents. 

 

How will contact between different groups be reduced? 

Protective measures to reduce risks include adjusting timings of the school day will be 

strictly followed.  

• No Breakfast Club or After School Club. 

• Start and end times between year groups will be slightly staggered by a short period 

to reduce volume at the entrance. 

• Signage will guide parents and carers about where they should drop off and pick up 

their children – This will be communicated to parents in advance. 

• It is essential that parents and carers follow the strict 2 metre social distancing rule 

for adults. 

• Lunchbreaks and play times will be staggered and groups will be separated using 

different outdoor spaces so that ideally only one pod of children is in the same play 

area at any one time, depending on the space available.  

• Children will not mix with children from other pods during lunchtime – this will mean 

having several lunch sittings or serving lunch in more than one location, including if 

appropriate in a classroom. The area will be cleaned between each sitting. 

• All water fountains will be isolated at water source and signage placed on the units 

highlighting “out of use”.  

• Children must bring their own water bottle clearly labelled and take it home each 

night for cleaning. 

 

Cleaning and hygiene   

Staff will consult with Public Health Wales’ guidance on infection prevention and control 

https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/harp/infection-prevention-and-

control/guidance/ 

Staff and children will regularly wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds with effective handwashing techniques; 

https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/harp/infection-prevention-and-control/guidance/
https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/harp/infection-prevention-and-control/guidance/
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• on arrival at school; 

• before leaving school; 

• before and after handling food;  

• before and after handling objects and equipment that may have been used by 

others;  

• where there has been any physical contact  

• after blowing their nose, sneezing or coughing. 

All frequently touched surfaces, equipment, door handles and toilets used during the day 

will be cleaned thoroughly each day.  

There will be a supply of disposable tissues to implement the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

in each classroom.  

Our whole school community will work together to ensure the working environment is as 
clean as possible.  
 

How will schools achieve two-metre social distancing requirements in areas such as 

classrooms, circulation spaces, toilets, and yard areas?  

National guidance is already available. Please note that current guidance states that the 2m 

rule maybe difficult to apply in an educational setting. Adults will still adhere to the 2 metre 

rule. 

 

Catering  

Will a school meal be available to buy? 

Yes. Parents will need to pay in advance for school meals as usual via ParentPay. 

 

Can my child bring in their own packed lunch if they want to? 

Yes.  

However, it is important to note that any food/packaging brought from home must be taken 

back home. Pupils need to bring their own packed lunchbox and a water bottle, clearly 

labelled with their name.   

 

Will breakfast clubs be available to learners? 

No.  

The mixing of ‘pods’ is not advisable therefore there will be no Breakfast Club.  
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Will after-school clubs be available to learners? 

No.  

The mixing of ‘pods’ is not advisable therefore there will be no after school clubs. 

 

Payment 

We have used a cashless system for a while now. Payment should be made by Parent Pay or 

similar payment transfer arrangements.   

 
How will we organise pupils returning to school in the playground as they wait to enter 
the school building? 
 
We will provide clearly marked areas for learners waiting to enter the school building. 
 
The marked areas will provide guidance on safe social distancing requirements for pupils 
and parents/carers. 
 
 
Behaviour 
Any pupil who persistently behaves in a way contrary to the rules set by the school and 

thereby placing others at risk, could be excluded and directed to return home.  

The attendance of pupils who are currently subject to a handling plan, agreed by parents, 

will be risk assessed. Similarly, the attendance of pupils with profound and multiple learning 

needs and who may not be able to understand the protocols of social distancing will be risk 

assessed.  


