
Llangewydd Road, Bridgend, CF31 4JW.     Telephone: 01656 815560     Email: head.stmarys@bridgend.gov.uk  

This weekend we celebrate the 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Friday 29th January 2021 

Dear Parent, 

This week it was a joy for our children in the Hub and for many of our families at home, I am sure, to join Fr. Tim’s live 

streamed Mass for the Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas yesterday. Fr. Tim took a teaching approach to the Mass which was most 

helpful to very many of our children and I am very grateful to him for doing this. It’s vital that we keep promoting the central 

importance of the Mass to our children through this lockdown period. Many thanks for your support with this at home and 

for maintaining the prayer life of our children by keeping simple daily routines such as morning and evening prayer for  

example.  

A reminder that Friday 12th February is an INSET day and therefore school will be closed to all pupils. The 

day will be given over to staff training and the half term holiday will begin. The scheduled return to school 

date after the holiday is Monday 22nd February.  

 

Many thanks to the large number of families who have responded to our survey about our on-line provision during this  

lockdown period. The survey closes on Monday and I will feedback the results of it to you next week. In relation to on-line 

learning, I am very keen to remind you once again that our expectation is that parents do what they are able to do. Please 

don’t allow the situation to cause you undue stress. We fully understand that every family has its own circumstances and so if 

all the learning set can be done, that is wonderful but please just do what you can and it will make a real difference to your 

child. As ever, most importantly of all, please ensure that your child does read with you and to you as much as you can  

manage. Your support is very much appreciated. 

 

Our Hub provision will continue between now and the half term break. Please do take note of the contents of the Director of 

Education’s letter that you received earlier in the week, in which he was very keen to reiterate that simply because any per-

son is entitled to a place, that doesn’t mean necessarily that your child should come to school but rather only on the days 

when it is needed and there is not a reasonable alternative. This guidance is with the aim of allowing schools to keep numbers 

as low as possible at the moment. Many thanks for your support in his matter.  

 

The First Minister has announced today that if the data in relation to COVID 19 continues to be positive that what he  

described as our ‘younger learners’ will return to school after the Half Term break. At the time of writing we are short on any 

clarity about what age children he intends to allow to return when he uses the phrase ‘younger learners’. I am sure that some 

clarity will follow in due course. As soon as we have the details we will of course let you know what our arrangements will be 

for February 22nd onwards towards Easter time.  

Have a wonderful weekend and we look forward to continuing to support your child’s learning over the next week.  


