Friday 15th January 2021

This weekend we celebrate the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Dear Parent,
I trust that the current lockdown period is going as well as it possibly can for you. The situation with regard to education in Wales is that a
review of the situation will take place over the next fortnight and the earliest date that schools can return is Feb 1st. However, the
consensus view is that there is a strong likelihood that the opening dates for schools is more likely to be after the half term holiday. As
soon as we have confirmation of any news, we will of course let you know.
Many thanks for your support of your child’s online learning. I am very grateful to the teachers who are working hard to ensure that
learning progress is maintained as at a high a level as possible. We very much appreciate all the support that you can give your child at
home and we understand that at the end of the day, each of us has a certain amount of time that we are able to devote to supporting
learning. Reading remains of paramount importance and I very much appreciate you spending time every day reading with and to your
child. During this period our support staff are providing a range of one to one sessions for a large number of children. It is very important
that this work continues in order to maintain academic progress. However, if it is not possible for individuals to take up our offers of
additional support we will be able to offer the sessions to other children.
Our Hub provision in school of Critical Workers is operating well. The now established system of us reminding you on a Wednesday and
your responding by 12 noon on Thursday at the latest will continue. Please do respond in good time as that allows us to plan for the
following week effectively. Please do note that this provision should only be used if you have no reasonable alternative on any given day.
The Local Authority has reminded us of this during the week and they recommend that on arrival we ask parents who are dropping their
children off the following question: Can you confirm that as a critical worker you are required to attend work today and that there is no
alternative means providing support to your child at home? (For example, a partner or an older sibling)? Many thanks for your support of
this concept as it is imperative at the moment that we keep numbers in school as low as is possible.
Yesterday I sent an email out to parents with a draft policy on Anti-Bullying for your consideration. This is the beginning of a consultation
period on this policy and I would very much appreciate any feedback that you have on it. It will be taken into account when the final draft
is written before it is considered by the Full Governing Body later in the term. We are also updating our policy towards Equal
Opportunities at the moment and a questionnaire via Schoop should be with you today on that theme. I would very much appreciate you
taking just a few minutes to complete it, so that your views again, can be taken into account in this very important area.
I am very grateful to Mr Wooding for beginning the next Impact Session on the theme of Funky Phonics with some of our Reception
children. The first session took place online this week and I trust that all the parents and children involved will enjoy the experience and
that it will help to solidify and develop the children’s knowledge of the basic phonemes needed for good reading to follow. The rest of the
children in the Reception class will have the opportunity to take part shortly after the half term holiday.
A reminder that Masses at St. Mary’s Church are live streamed and they provide an opportunity to ensure that the Mass continues to be
at the centre of our lives. We are tuning in to some of these in the school day and if you would like to experience the Mass in this way the
following link will take you to the Parish website: St Mary's Church (catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk)
I trust that you have a wonderful weekend with your families and we look forward to welcoming our children back to their learning next
week, the small number who are in school and the vast majority online.
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