This week we celebrate the 30th Sunday in Ordinary time.
Friday 23rd October 2020

Dear Parent/Guardian,

I would like to begin this week by thanking you for your support throughout the first Half Term of the year, in what are unusual
circumstances caused by COVID-19. Your help is much appreciated and we trust that you will enjoy the Half Term break with your families.
Your ongoing reading with and to your children as much as possible is also much appreciated.
A reminder that our After School Sunbeam Club will re-open for a trial period after the Half Term break on Monday the 2nd November.
This will provide wrap around care lasting until 5pm if necessary, a full risk assessment for the club is in place and it will be posted on our
website during the Half Term break. Sessions are £7.50 each and £5 for any additional siblings. In order to book a place simply ring on
07939458204 and state your requirements. We will be in touch with you after that.
In order to pay for the sessions, bank transfers are preferable. The details you will need are, Sort Code: 30-67-64
Account Number: 15191060. Please note, there will be a maximum of 16 children allowed in any one session and that the bubble system
that we use during the school day will be maintained in the Sunbeam Club.
I am very grateful to the members of the Friends of St. Mary’s (PTA) who met yesterday to look at ways to go on supporting the school at
the moment. As a result, they will be sponsoring each class for an activity during the next Half Term, a Christmas Raffle will be held and
there will be online opportunities to buy pre-used school uniform. Further details will follow in the new Half Term.
During the Half Term Break, Swansea University are running a series of online Science Activities and Workshops. Many of which are likely
to be of interest to you and our children. Full details can be found on the Swansea University Website.
These activities are well worth a look. I trust that you will enjoy them if you decide to take part.

Here are some dates for your diaries:
23rd October – Break up for Half Term.
2nd November – Return from Half Term holiday.
13th November – INSET day for staff training, school is therefore closed to pupils.
29th November—Advent begins.
18th December – Break up for Christmas Holiday.
4th January – INSET day for staff training, school is therefore closed to pupils.
5th January— Return to school for the start of Spring Term.
12th February – INSET day for staff training, school is therefore closed to pupils and the Spring Half Term Holiday begins.
26th March—Break up for Easter Holiday.
I trust that your child has enjoyed the Shwmae Day today as we focused on all things Welsh. A flavour of what’s been going on
can be found via Facebook: St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Bridgend and Twitter: @stmarysbridgend
We will delay our Parental Consultation Evenings that we normally have in the Autumn Term until the Spring, in the hope that the COVID
situation improves and we are able to go ahead as normal. If we arrive at that point and it is still not possible, we will arrange online
consultations for parents. In the meantime, during this term, if teachers feel that they need to get in touch with you about an area of your
child’s academic learning or wellbeing they will contact you by ‘phone for a discussion. In the meantime we are continuing to deliver our
program of Catch up Teaching and Learning aimed at closing the gap caused by such a long lock down period away from school and in the
Spring Term we will be able to report to you on our children’s rate of progress.
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