Mission Statement
As a Catholic family we will do our best to live and learn as Christ taught us.
Chairperson’s Message
I trust that the information included in this report is of interest to you. It highlights just some of our school’s ongoing work. I’m very grateful to the staff who work so
hard for the benefit of our pupils and to you as parents for your ongoing support.
As you can see from the summary data presented here, our children achieve highly and they make rapid progress. In addition, our
children benefit from a broad range of extra-curricular activities. A part of this is the ‘wrap around’ care provided between 8.10am and 5pm each day to support busy
parents.
St. Mary’s is one of the Pioneer Schools that have been working to help develop a new curriculum for Wales. Our work in this area has been identified as being innovative
and of high quality. We very much look forward to working in partnership with you as we
implement it in 2020 and beyond.
Dr. David Bolton

Introduction

The Academic Life of the School

Included in this report for parents and other interested parties is a broad range of
information about the life of our school over the last year or so. It covers areas
such as academic attainment, attendance, the ongoing academic work within the
school and its extracurricular life. We trust you find this information of use and of
course, if you have any queries having read this report you are most welcome to
get in touch with us at school at head.stmarys@bridgend.gov.uk.

St. Mary’s has continued to contribute significantly to the development of the
Welsh Government’s New Curriculum for Wales during the course of the last
year in its role as a Pioneer School. The publication of the new curriculum is
set for January 2020.

Attendance
The attendance rate for the 2018/19 academic year was 95.5%. This is a very strong
figure, we are most grateful to the vast majority of parents who ensure that their
children come to school day in day out. Governors respectfully ask that parents
avoid booking holidays during term time as this both impinges potentially on a
child’s academic progress and it lowers the school’s overall rate of attendance.
Many thanks for your ongoing support in this area.

Internally we have continued to do a great deal of work to further develop a
Core Knowledge Curriculum which incorporates the principles of Building
Learning Power. Our aim is that our children develop a broad body of
knowledge as they progress through our school, as we know that in order to
be as successful and happy as possible in society there is a certain body of
communal knowledge which it is imperative to master as we progress through
life.
The early indications of our work in this area are very positive and we are very
hopeful and confident that we will be able to have a full curriculum in place
during the 2020 year. Much of our work has been done in partnership with
other schools and organisations and therefore the school displays an open
outward looking attitude towards its work. The school continues to be
identified within the Welsh Government’s green category. A status which it
has held since the inception of this system.

The Friends of St. Mary’s
The Friends have done a tremendous amount of work over the last year in order to
benefit our children and to raise funds for the school. For example they’ve
organised events such as trips to the Christmas market at Bath, Discos for children,
a sponsored walk to the summit of Pen-Y-Fan, refreshments during sports days and
other activities, Coffee Mornings and Film Evenings. As a result, the Friends were
able to contribute funds for the school to buy an external classroom during the
course of the year. They have ongoing plans over the course of the next year or so
to make other signification contributions. Your support of the various events they
run is much appreciated.

The extracurricular life of the school
The school has a rich and varied extracurricular life and a broad range of clubs run to give you children enjoyable experiences outside of the day to day curriculum such
as: Reading Club, Entrepreneurship Club, Music, Cross Stitch, Chess, Gardening, Choir, Netball, Rugby, Athletics, Cross Country, Football, Coding and Stargazing.
Our emphasis within all of these activities is to encourage our children to develop their skill levels and also to promote a positive attitude towards their learning.
Governors are most grateful to all the staff and volunteers who give of their time so freely for the benefit of our children.
The school makes very good use of its local area to arrange a broad range of visits and trips for our children to complement their curriculum. Over the last year for
example, trips to places such as Llangrannog, the Heritage Coast at Southerndown, Ogmore by Sea, Plantasia, Cardiff Castle, National Museum of Wales, Museum of
Welsh Life at St. Fagans, Monknash and walks in the local area have all been arranged. The trip to Llangrannog was a residential one and it gives our pupils the
opportunity to develop some of their basic skills in the welsh language and at the same time to enjoy the chance to develop their sense of independence as they mature.
Again, the Governors are most grateful to the staff who have given of their time freely so the children could enjoy this wonderful opportunity.

Targets
We aim for 95%+ of our children at the end of the Foundation Phase and our Key Stage 2 to attain expected levels in the core areas of the curriculum and approximately
that one third of them will attain above the expected levels. We are very ambitious in the way that these targets are set and we expect the very best for our pupils.
Governors have approved a school development plan for the current academic year and the priorities included in it relate to:






Further development of the Core Knowledge Curriculum



The approval and development of a new policy for Relationship & Sex Education throughout the school.

The incorporation of Building Learning Power principles into the new curriculum
The full implementation of the White Rose Mathematics scheme of learning
The necessary preparatory work in order to be ready for the new Additional Learning needs bill as proposed by the Welsh
Government

Data
A summary of Key Data.
Foundation Phase Data

Key Stage 2 Data

Data Commentary
Foundation Phase (Year 2)
The data for our pupils at the end of Year 2 in 2019 are very impressive and they represent rapid rates of progress in our pupils. 91.2% of the cohort reached the expected
end of phase level and very significant proportions attained above the expected level: 29.4% in Language, 35.3% in Mathematics and 52.9% in Personal and Social
Development.
End of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)
These data are very high with 96.4% of our pupils achieving the expected level and again with very high proportions attaining at higher than expected: 64.3% in English
and Science and 46.4% in Mathematics. These data reflect the hard work of staff over an extended period of time and of course the support that our children enjoy from
their parents. Governors very much value both of these.

