
January 29th 2021 

Dear all, 

Almost at the end of January and the nights are definitely getting lighter!! 

Thank you to you all again for another week of home learning and all the support that you are 

giving to the children and us.  Please reach out to any of us if you need help in any way.  I can 

see from the teams pages that children are really enjoying the topic this half term and even I 

learned, thanks to Y2, that there is a Bartholomew Island in the Galapagos!! Who knew?!! 

Thank you to those of you who have bought a balloon for the PTFhAy February fundraiser – the 

race is on February 14th, so you still have plenty of time to buy one, customise it and enter it for 

the virtual race.  A reminder schoop with all the details went out yesterday. 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week and there will be at least one activity each day 

which is linked to wellbeing and mental health.  We are also going to make Friday 5th February a 

screen free day, as it is not good for all of us having to be on screens so much at the moment. 

This afternoon, Mrs Gregory and a few staff, including myself, are meeting with the school 

council.  We are going to ask them to come up with a menu of possible activities for you all to 

choose from for the screen free day and those ideas will be shared on every class page next 

week. 

At our virtual staff meeting on Wednesday, we were talking about general wellbeing and how we 

feel that a regular screen free afternoon each week would be beneficial to us all.  From 

Wednesday 10th February and every Wednesday following, until we are able to return to normal 

school, we are going to plan for a “Taskmaster” afternoon.  A menu of fun tasks will be set, 

which can involve the whole family, and outdoors too wherever possible, and we hope that this is 

an afternoon that the children will look forward to.  Obviously, the tasks can be done at a time 

to suit as a family and around work commitments, but they will be timetabled by us on 

Wednesday afternoons.  We will alter the live meetings from that week on, so all meetings will 

be in the mornings on Wednesdays and slightly shorter, so we can fit everyone in.  This will 

support the wellbeing of the staff too, as they really are working so hard every day to plan, 

teach and be available to support you, and they will be able to have some screen free time in 

their week. 

I shall be watching the Welsh news bulletin this lunchtime to see what they announce about 

schools at this review point, although I did hear the news on the way in to school this morning 

about no changes until half term and then possibly, some year groups returning after the break.  

I have heard talk about the youngest children returning first, as well as exam years, but we will 

have to wait and see what they say.  I think we may be waiting until the next review, in 3 weeks, 

until we have any real information of what will be happening after the break.  As always, when I 

know anything, I will pass the information on. 

I applied for our school to be part of a pilot scheme where we would look at introducing a 

modern foreign language to our curriculum.  In the new curriculum, there is still a high priority 

on teaching Welsh, but they are also expecting schools to look at introducing a third language.  

This pilot scheme features a teaching programme where children are learning Spanish alongside 

Welsh and English, and even though I have only seen a snippet of the teaching programme, it 

looks really colourful, child friendly and fun. Mr Griffiths and Mrs Wright will be attending the 



training, which is next week over 2 afternoons and we are looking forward to seeing what 

information they come back with.  As it is a pilot, all the training and access to the programme is 

free, so a win win for us!!  I am sure that Y5 and Y6 will be used as guinea pigs along the way, 

and I know they will tell us what they think!! Gracias! 

I have also found out that we are now eligible to apply again for a National Lottery Grant for up 

to £10,000 and I shall be busy doing that over the next few weeks.  We are determined to 

continue our focus into developing the outdoor area, and that will be the basis of our application. 

I will keep you updated. 

Over the next few months, we will be looking for some friendly volunteers who would like to help 

us with the outdoor space.  Mrs Gregory is going to develop a small allotment and herb garden 

and we would be very grateful for any green fingered enthusiasts out there to come and help us.  

We would have been having our family pantomime on Monday, as we did last year, but we have 

booked it for the same date in 2022 – oh yes we have!! 

We had an email this week to say that we have retained our eco platinum status for another 

year.  Thank you to Ms Green for completing the application form and well done to eco 

committee for working hard when we did manage to be in school over the last year!!  Next year, 

we will have a visit, so hopefully we will have lots of new initiatives to show them!  

I saw this quote in the week and thought it perfectly summed up what we all need to remember 

at the moment–it is about finding the balance and doing the best we can.  Please do not hesitate 

to contact us if we can help in any way 

Have a lovely weekend and I believe that we may see snow again! 

Take care 

Mrs B 

 

 


