
 
 

"Learn, have fun and reach for the stars.”   
 

Hendrefoilan Primary School 
Languages, Literacy and Communication Policy, including Welsh 

 
 
Introduction 
 

This policy is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of Languages, 
Literacy and Communication, including Welsh, at Hendrefoilan Primary School and it outlines the 
purpose, nature and management of this AOLE Area and how it is taught at our school.  It is 
based on the principles set out in the ‘Curriculum for Wales’ (Welsh Government, 2022). It takes 
into account the 'National Literacy and Numeracy Framework' (Welsh Government, 2013) and the 
'Curriculum planning Guidance' (Welsh Government, 2020). It is supported in the main, by Jolly 
Phonics, Read, Write Inc. and Tric a Chlic for phonics and reading in the Foundation Phase, and 
the Mets Maesllan reading scheme in Key Stage 2. We use the Nelson Handwriting scheme 
throughout the school and Dough Disco, Squiggle while you wiggle and Squiggle me into a writer 
from Nursery.   
 

Background 
 

The Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience, including Welsh, 
addresses fundamental aspects of human communication. It aims to support learning across the 
whole curriculum and to enable learners to gain knowledge and skills in Welsh, English and 
literature. 
 
Different languages should be explored in relation to one another, so too the skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. The statements support and complement one another and together 
they contribute to realising the four purposes of the curriculum. It also means that through a 
holistic approach, we learn about and through literature, and how this contributes to all aspects of 
learning about languages.   
 
The four purposes of the curriculum are central to the planning of experiences that learners will 
encounter in Welsh at Hendrefoilan & we aim to help our pupils become; 

• Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives 

• Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work 

• Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the World 

• Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society 
 
Learning and experience in this Area aims to enable learners to communicate effectively using 
Welsh and English. It aims to encourage learners to transfer what they have learned about how 
languages work in one language to the learning and using of other languages. This multilingual 
approach is intended to ignite learners’ curiosity and enthusiasm and provide them with a firm 
foundation for a lifelong interest in the languages of Wales; and thus to make them ambitious, 
capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. 
 
This readiness to learn is further supported since effective language skills help learners to make 
sense of concepts across the curriculum, for example by enabling them to articulate their 
reasoning when solving problems and analysing information. Effective multilingual skills deepen 
this ability as they enable learners to respond in many more contexts.  



 
Given that a key aspect of effective language learning is the willingness to experiment and take 
risks in trying out new structures, sounds and patterns, learning and experience in this Area can 
empower learners to be creative and to persevere when facing challenges. Together, these skills 
can build learners’ confidence to grasp new opportunities and to adapt to different roles which in 
turn can develop them as enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and 
work.  
 
In this Area, languages are seen as a key to social cohesion, which can promote better local, 
national and global understanding. The aim is to encourage learners to engage critically with 
languages and literature in order to help them develop not only their own sense of identity, but 
also an understanding of the relationship between their own cultures and communities and those 
of other people. This understanding can be deepened as learners are afforded opportunities to 
learn two languages. This linguistic knowledge and these skills are needed to participate 
confidently and empathetically in society, which contributes to developing learners as ethical, 
informed citizens of Wales and the world.  
 
Engaging with this Area also helps learners to become healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead 
fulfilling lives as valued members of society as the skills promoted through languages, literacy and 
communication are key to enabling learners to express themselves effectively, to be open to other 
people’s points of view and to develop positive relationships.    
 
 
Our Mission Statement 
 

Hendrefoilan Primary School is committed to raising the standards of Languages, Literacy, and 
Communications, including Welsh, of all its learners, so that they develop the ability to use these 
skills and knowledge effectively in all areas of the curriculum and develop these skills so that they 
can live confidently with the demands of everyday life and lifelong learning.  
The Curriculum Cymreig is a distinctive feature of the Welsh curriculum and we hope to 
incorporate Welsh themes, when appropriate, throughout all dimensions of the pupils’ schooling 
experience in order to instil within pupils a sense of community and belonging. Two of the primary 
goals of the Curriculum Cymreig are (1) to help pupils appreciate the distinctive quality of living 
and learning in Wales and (2) to help pupils develop their own sense of Welshness. 
 
 
Curriculum Aims 
 

In Hendrefoilan Primary School, Languages, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh, are all 
experiences that are engaging, exciting and accessible for all learners whatever their age or stage 
of development.  
 
Hendrefoilan pupils are engaged in meaningful activities, using a range of methods, strategies, 
approaches, that can be group based/ independent, multi-sensory, concrete & abstract.  

 

Learning 
 

There are four ‘What Matters Statements’ in Languages, Literacy and Communication, including 
Welsh, that are planned for and assessed at Hendrefoilan Primary School. They are; 

• Languages connect us. 

• Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around us. 

• Expressing ourselves through languages is key to communication. 

• Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity  
 
There are five progression steps for each of the ‘What Matters in Language, Literacy and 
Communication, including Welsh’ statements and each one is under-pinned by agreed 



achievement outcomes. Principles of progression are the basis on which the achievement 
outcomes are developed and, at Hendrefoilan Primary School, they guide the progression of 
learning within the area of learning and experience.  
The descriptions of learning for Languages, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh, Area of 
Learning and Experience are intended to reflect the depth and pace of learning in different 
contexts and have been developed based on a continuum or framework of progression in 
languages, starting with little or no language and working towards proficiency. Learners will have 
varying proficiencies in their languages and, to ensure a robust foundation for second and 
subsequent languages, early steps are revisited in each language.  
Descriptions of learning in the Area include a higher level of detail at early stages of learning than 
may be found in other areas of learning and experience. This reflects that these early literacy skills 
are foundations of effective learning across the curriculum.  
  
For our pupils, progression in Languages, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh, involves 
the development of the following proficiencies; 
 

• Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge – represented as a coherent continuum where 
the learner grows holistically in their understanding and purposeful use of languages, literacy 
and communication 

• Deepening understanding of the ideas and disciplines within Areas – responding to 
communications when listening, reading or receiving language in other ways and producing 
them when speaking or writing or through other means of communication 

• Refinement and growing sophistication in the use and application of skills – moving from 
literal and simple communicative purpose to more abstract and inferred/implied levels of 
meaning with more complex purposes. A gradual development of greater awareness of 
language and more sophistication in using this awareness 

• Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts – an inter-relationship 
with the learning in all other areas through exposure to rich challenges and resources offered 
by other areas of learning and experience. The ability to transfer existing knowledge and skills 
into new contexts is an integral part of progression in this area 

• Increasing effectiveness as a learner – learners will build on basic linguistic skills to develop 
a capability that enables them to overcome a range of communicative challenges successfully 

 These include, for example: 
 

• asking increasingly sophisticated questions 

• finding information independently 

• making evaluative and critical judgements about the ideas and viewpoints and the means of 
communication in what they hear, read, and view 

• using language effectively to convey their own ideas and viewpoints on various topics.  
They will develop the language skills necessary to discuss and evaluate their learning in 
languages.  

 
It is important to note that, at Hendrefoilan, when the proficiencies and the ‘what matters’ 
statements are planned and assessed, they are regarded as interconnected and interdependent; 
they are not seen as hierarchical and they can be developed alongside each other. 
 
In order to develop these skills specifically in Welsh, it is taught in specific Welsh lessons so that 
pupils understand the processes of using the skill.  This skill is then practised by the pupils and 
then transferred and embedded across the curriculum through activities across the spectrum of 
areas of learning and experience.  Alongside this, key Welsh vocabulary is ‘drilled’ every day 
during Slot Ddrillio sessions as a way of embedding key vocabulary and language patterns. As a 
school we are committed to incorporating a wide and varied range of learning strategies into our 
planning for the teaching of Languages. Strategies and good practice are shared and discussed 
during ADDs sessions, and Phase group meetings. 
 



 
Hendrefoilan Primary School is dedicated to stimulating the interest of pupils and promoting 
creativity by supporting and delivering a variety of learning experiences that include; 
 

• Frequently asking pupils to explain their thinking 

• Active learning and planned, purposeful play 

• A culture of reviewing answers using a range of checking strategies 

• Developing the understanding and use of correct vocabulary, including key Welsh vocabulary 

• The use of relevant contexts and experiences, familiar to children 

• Using technology in appropriate and effective ways 

• Building on the principles of Assessment for Learning through self and peer assessment 

• Understanding the purpose and relevance of the activities 

• Clearly differentiated activities to meet learners needs 

• Suitably challenged tasks to stretch thinking and ability 
 
They will develop the language skills necessary to discuss and evaluate their learning in 
languages. 
 
Teaching 
 

The aims of teaching Language, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh at Hendrefoilan 
Primary School are; 
 

• To ensure that Welsh is used incidentally within every classroom across the school everyday. 

• To foster a positive attitude towards Welsh. 

• To provide opportunities and experiences that are accessible to each and every child 

• To develop a consistent approach across all phases of learning and areas of learning and 
experience and ICT 

• To make sure that learners understand and use basic Welsh language patterns and can ask 
and answer a range of questions in Welsh.  

• To give learners a firm basis of Welsh so that they are able to participate in simple discussions 
and conversations.  

• To provide regular opportunities for learners to use the Welsh language in all subjects across 
the curriculum 

• To help learners to become confident in using the Welsh language across the curriculum and 
in real life 

• To encourage learners to work as members of a group, as well as independently to complete 
activities and tasks.  

• To promote discussion and the exchange of ideas 

• To provide opportunities for children to make decisions 

• To provide activities that are extendible and capable of providing further challenge 

• To provide rich tasks that probe pupils thinking and utilise their language skills to solve 
problems 

• To ensure activities offered across the curriculum support consistency and progression in 
learners' language skills 

• To ensure activities across the curriculum are suitably challenging for all learners 

• To effectively assess and track a learners' progress  

• To provide opportunities for teachers to improve their knowledge, skills and confidence to 
develop learners' understanding. 

 

 

Planning 
 

At Hendrefoilan Primary School we incorporate a thematic/topic approach and we map the 
coverage and progression of all AOLE Areas across the school. This overview ensures that 



Language, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh, is at the heart of all lessons and the 
skills are taught and practised so that pupils are able to transfer these skills across the curriculum 
into all other areas of learning and experience.  
 
Medium Term Planning  
A topic web overview, which includes details of the range of specific skills to be covered in each 
area of learning linked to the topic for the term/half-term, forms the basis for medium term planning 
and is provided to parents on a termly basis. It is also published on our school’s website.  
 
Short Term Planning 
Completed on a weekly basis, short term for Welsh Language use the Tric a Chlic and Mets 
Maesllan schemes as a basis for the development of reading with the development of using these 
skills being consolidated and embedded across the curriculum.  Detailed short-term planning 
across Languages, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh, consists of focused activities 
linked with specific subject skills/ LNF skills, assessment and AfL opportunities and focussed 
differentiated/challenging activities. In Welsh, the Tric a Chlic and Mets Maesllan websites and 
App allows teachers to allocate digital resources to supplement, support, enhance and challenge 
the pupils’ learning at home, as well as in school. Thus, utilising the development of ICT skills in 
line with the Digital Competency Framework (DCF). Teachers evaluate each learner’s 
understanding and progress and consider the next steps for learning before planning the following 
week’s lessons.  
 
 
Recording of Pupil’s Work 
 

Work may also be uploaded to SeeSaw and used as a tool for self and peer assessment purposes 
as well as for celebration. 
 
Intervention/ Provision for ALN / EAL Pupils 
 

We aim to teach a broad and balanced curriculum for all children and provide learning 
opportunities matched to the needs of the individual pupils.  Support programmes are in place, as 
an intervention tool.  We also provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children who 
are more able and talented and we seek to stretch their thinking, skills and knowledge further. 
Pupils are encouraged to approach a range of problems and situations in greater depth, which 
require a variety of strategies. EAL pupils are supported, where appropriate, with differentiated 
work. 
 
Assessment  
 

Pupils’ progress is analysed at the beginning of the academic year by analysing the previous 
year’s teacher assessments and National Test data. Baseline assessments are carried out in 
Reception and results and Teacher Assessments are analysed throughout. Pupils from Year 2 to 
Year 6 complete on-line personalised assessments on HWB up to twice a year. Strengths and 
weaknesses are noted in line with the assessment policy and children are targeted to address 
their needs throughout the year. Next steps in learning and progress steps are recorded in the 
front of each pupil’s Learning Journey (F.P) and Literacy (KS2) book and these are personalised 
and reviewed regularly. Progress is monitored by the class teacher through ongoing formative and 
summative assessments and by use of the Building Blocks assessment tool. Staff, who are 
involved in intervention programmes, support the acquisition of skills and concepts and also 
monitor pupil achievement through regular assessments. Their findings are communicated clearly 
with the class teacher, the pupils and their parents.  
 

 

Roles, Responsibilities & Expectations 
 

Senior Leaders should: 



• Identify the school's particular curriculum and assessment needs, consider the possibilities 
and come to decisions about the organisation of the whole curriculum and the planning of 
learning pathways to suit the needs of individual learners 

• Identify opportunities for and facilitate the sharing of good practice within the school 

• Monitor the range of teaching and learning activities, ensuring that approaches are fully 
integrated; 

• Review and update teaching pedagogy through the provision of appropriate training (CPD), 
working alongside PLCs 

• Work with the Literacy Leaders to coordinate feedback to parents/carers 

• Work with the Literacy Leaders to organise and disseminate whole-school training 

• Evaluate the impact of training on raising standards for all learners 

• Monitor, evaluate and report to governors on the progress made by learners in Welsh 
throughout the school and the impact of actions aimed at further improving the 
achievements made by pupils 

 
The Welsh language Leader should work with senior leaders, AoLE leaders, teachers and 
TAs to: 

• Review the current provision for the New Curriculum for Wales (2022), Siarter Iath 
Framework and the National Literacy Framework provision and identify opportunities to 
develop and apply Welsh language skills 

• Audit and share existing examples of good practice in Welsh across the Curriculum 

• Ensure consistency of approach across the school 

• Identify areas of Welsh that teachers are least confident of teaching within the context of a 
particular subject and discuss with senior managers measures needed to address the 
identified issues 

• Facilitate school-based in-service training on aspects of Welsh. 

• Regularly review and update this school policy for developing the Welsh language across 
the curriculum 

• Evaluate the whole-school impact of applying the New Curriculum for Wales (2022), Siarter 
Iaith Framework and the existing National Literacy Framework and above approaches. 

 
AoLE Leaders working with teachers should: 

• Work closely with other areas of learning and experience to coordinate programmes of 
work, including timing of specific strategies and concepts 

• Identify opportunities for developing skills in schemes of work and planning 

• Map progression in Languages, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh, across each 
year group and phases 

• Ensure coherence and consistency in the application of the all language skills linked to the 
What Matters Statements, the Progression Steps and the Achievement Outcomes outlined 
in the Curriculum for Wales (2022), Siarter Iaith Framework and in the National Literacy 
Framework across the subject area and all teaching staff 

• Work with teachers to plan progressive, differentiated and challenging tasks that will allow 
learners to demonstrate understanding and develop and consolidate the full range of 
language, literacy and communication skills 

• Liaise with the Literacy Leaders to share formative assessments of learners and cohorts in 
terms of areas of strength and development 

• Monitor and evaluate the impact of these approaches on standards of learning for AoLEs 

 
Teachers are expected to be teachers of the Welsh Language and should: 

• Be familiar with the Curriculum for Wales (2022), Siarter Iaith Framework and the National 
Literacy Framework and progression through each 

• Understand the importance of welsh language skills in relation to raising standards of work 
across the curriculum 



• Fully integrate these skills into their planning to provide exciting new learning experiences 
for learners 

• Identify opportunities to develop and apply Welsh language skills within subjects and across 
the curriculum 

• Plan tasks that will allow learners to demonstrate understanding and develop and 
consolidate the range of Welsh language skills 

• Liaise with the Literacy Leaders to identify contexts through which Welsh language skills 
can best be developed 

• Identify areas for refinement and suggest best ways to improve further as part of their on-
going 'assessment conversations' with learners, integrating comments on Welsh language 
skills into their day-to-day discussion and feedback 

• Monitor and evaluate the impact of these approaches. 
 

Governors should: 

• Be fully aware of the Curriculum for Wales (2022), Siarter Iaith Framework and the National 
Literacy Framework 

• Appoint a Governor with a specific responsibility for Languages, Literacy and 
Communications, including Welsh 

• Be fully aware of the need to improve learners’ Welsh achievements, and of the benefits of 
doing so 

• Be aware of the strategies and resources used to promote the effective implementation of 
the Curriculum for Wales (2022), Siarter Iaith Framework and the National Literacy 
Framework 

• Attend some of the whole school training days devoted to language development. 

• Be provided with opportunities to observe good practice in the delivery of the all languages 
across the curriculum 

• Contribute to the school's efforts to inform parents and involve them in their children's 
learning and using of the all languages. 

 
Parents/Guardians should: 

• Promote a positive attitude and approach to Languages, Literacy and Communication, 
including Welsh 

• Be aware of the importance of improving their children's literacy skills and the benefits of 
doing so 

• Be clear of the differences and links between Languages and Literacy and their importance 
across all other AOLE areas 

• Be aware of the strategies and resources used to promote better understanding of 
Languages, Literacy and Communication, including Welsh  

• Be encouraged to attend sessions to receive guidance for home delivery 

 
 

Monitoring and Review of the Policy 
 

Monitoring of the quality of Literacy teaching and standards of the pupils’ work and progress is the 
joint responsibility of the Senior Management Team, the Languages, Literacy and Communication 
Subject Leader and the Welsh Language Subject Leader. Opportunities for work scrutiny to 
ensure coverage, consistency in teaching strategies, differentiation and progression is important. 
Classroom observations and staff/pupil interviews (learning walks and listening to learners) also 
provide an insight into the teaching and learning of this AOLE across the curriculum. Monitoring 
and feedback to all stakeholders is the primary responsibility of the Language, Literacy and 
Communication Subject Leader and the Welsh language Leader and is a regular and prominent 
feature within the school’s termly/annual monitoring cycle.  
 
 
 



 
Signed: Katy Griffiths and Debbie Tidy 

Date: May 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


