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"Learn, have fun and reach for the stars.”   
 

Hendrefoilan Primary School  
Humanities Policy  

  
  
Introduction  
  

This policy is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of 
Humanities at Hendrefoilan Primary School and it outlines the purpose, nature and 
management of the Humanities taught at our school. It is based on the principles set 
out in the ‘Curriculum for Wales’ (Welsh Government, 2022). It takes into account 
the 'Digital Competence Framework' (Welsh Government, 2016) and the 'Curriculum 
planning Guidance' (Welsh Government, 2020), together with the 'National Literacy 
and Numeracy Framework' (Welsh Government, 2013).  
  
Background  
 The Humanities Area of Learning and Experience (Area) seeks to awaken a sense of 
wonder, fire the imagination and inspire learners to grow in knowledge, understanding 
and wisdom. This Area encourages learners to engage with the most important issues 
facing humanity, including sustainability and social change, and help to develop the 
skills necessary to interpret and articulate the past and the present. 
 
The Area encompasses geography; history; religion, values, socials studies and 
business studies. These disciplines share many common themes, concepts and 
transferable skills, while having their own discrete body of knowledge and skills.  
 
As with all areas of the curriculum the main is for the delivery of the humanities 
curriculum is to ensure that we are enabling our pupils to be: 

 

• Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn 
throughout their lives  
• Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to 
play a full part in life and work  
• Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the 
World  
• Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead 
fulfilling lives as valued members of society  
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Our Mission Statement  
  

Hendrefoilan Primary School is committed to enable learners engaging with an 
increasing breadth and depth of knowledge and underlying concepts. Learners 
increasingly develop the capacity to organise and make links across propositional 
knowledge, to identify and develop more powerful underpinning concepts, and to make 
supported judgements in more complex contexts. 
  
Curriculum   
  

At Hendrefoilan we believe children will learn through experiences that introduce them 
to the concepts of change over time, places, people and beliefs. Planning will provide 
the children and young people with a high quality education which will help them to 
become confident individuals as the teaching and learning will help them to gain a 
secure knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world; their 
own locality, Wales and the world around them. Children will also learn to consider a 
variety of beliefs, religions and ethics enabling them to become informed citizens. The 
teaching will inspire the children’s curiosity to know more about these areas. It will 
equip children to become capable learners by asking questions, thinking critically and 
developing the ability to make reasoned judgements. 
  

Learning  
There are four ‘What Matters Statements’ that are planned for and assessed in 
Hendrefoilan Primary School. These statements apply to all areas of the humanities 
curriculum:   

• Enquiry, exploration and investigation inspire curiosity about the world, its 
past, present and future. 

• Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted 
and represented in different ways. 

• Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by processes and 
human actions. 

• Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human actions and 
beliefs. 

• Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities 
that face humanity and are able to take considered and ethical action. 

 
In order for pupils to move through the curriculum and develop demonstrate breadth 
and depth of learning, they will move through the following progression steps: 
  

• Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge  

• Deepening understanding of the ideas and disciplines within Areas 

Refinement and growing sophistication in the use and application of 
skills 

• Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts 

• Increasing effectiveness as a learner 
  
Learners will be taught new skills, have support to practice and then be given 

opportunities to independently apply their knowledge skills and understanding through 

a range of contexts. 
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The subjects within this Area share many common themes, concepts and transferable 

skills, while also having their own discrete body of knowledge and skills. The content, 

concepts and skills outlined in this Area are interconnected. The disciplines in this 

Area provide a variety of lenses through which to view the human experience. The 

statements of what matters encourage a holistic approach to learning.   

   

 
 
Area of Learning: History  
 
We aim to make history an area of learning which child will be enthusiastic to learn 

about! Our lessons involve: visitors, trips, artefacts, ICT, drama, games and other fun 

projects. We stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the lives of 

people who lived in the past, we teach them history about our locality and further afield, 

both national and international. We teach children a sense of chronology, and through 

this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their 

historical heritage. Thus, they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in 

modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are 

better able to make their own life choices today.  
 

Teaching  
  

The aims of teaching History in Hendrefoilan Primary School are;  

• develop an awareness of the nature and use of evidence.  

• develop a sense of chronology and time.  

• build up knowledge of events and people from the past. 

• appreciate thoughts, beliefs, motives and actions of  

• people in the past.  

• develop and use correctly historical language and a  

• vocabulary of historical terms.  

• build a framework of historical facts. 

• encourage children to interpret, explain and ask historical questions, for example 

Why did this happen? How do we know this is true? 

 

 

 

Area of Learning: Geography  
Through a variety of engaging and fun activities, pupils should foster a better 

understanding of communities, appreciation of surroundings and an awareness of the 

diversity of physical and human conditions. We wish to enable children to recognise 

how places and people are interdependent and appreciate the need for responsible 

actions and attitudes towards the earth and its population. These aims hope to 

encourage informed responses to geographical issues including how land is used, 

where people live and why, employment patters and economic development.  

 

Teaching 

Through geography experiences in Hendrefoilan children should be able to form:  
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• an understanding and appreciation of communities, both local and global  

• a real awareness of their surroundings and their role in caring for the environment  

• an awareness of the diversity of physical and human conditions in Wales and the 

world  

• an understanding of how places and people are interdependent  

• a belief in the importance of being a global citizen  

Examples of activities that offer opportunities for skills development:  

• using an enquiry approach to encourage learners to ask and find answers to relevant 

questions  

• carrying out fieldwork; including identifying questions for investigation, gathering and 

selecting information, e.g. by observation, measurement or research  

• using visual images to develop an understanding of places and processes, e.g. by 

annotating a photograph to identify natural or human features of a locality  

• using maps, photographs or data to identify and analyse differences between places 

or changes over time  

• analysing data by sorting and sequencing, classifying or ranking to identify trends 

and patterns, e.g. by using a Venn diagram to explore similarities and differences  

• using maps, atlases, Google Earth, etc. together with aerial photographs to locate 

places and to identify the characteristics and patterns of an area, e.g. wind farms  

 

Area of Learning: Religious Education  

At Hendrefoilan Primary we plan opportunities for children to learn about people, 
place, time and belief. It will give them an understanding of historical, geographical, 
political, economic and societal factors and provide opportunities to engage in 
informed discussions about ethics, beliefs, religion and spirituality. Children and young 
people will learn to consider how these different factors interrelate, and develop an 
understanding of themselves and other people, their own locality, Wales and the world 
in a range of times, places and circumstances. 

Teaching 

Through the teaching of RE pupils should be able to: 

• develop an understanding of the discipline and its value 

• provide rich contexts for learners to be curious, to explore ultimate questions, 
and to search for an understanding of the human condition, as well as 
providing opportunities for learners to reflect, and to experience awe and 
wonder, in a range of meaningful real-world contexts 

• develop rich contexts for enquiry into the concepts of religion, worldviews, 
secularity, spirituality, life stance, identity and culture to develop learners’ well-
rounded understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews 

• provide rich contexts for engaging with concepts of belief, faith, truth, purpose, 
meaning, knowledge, sources of authority, self, origin, life, death and Ultimate 
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Reality which enables learners to develop an understanding of personal and 
institutional worldviews about the nature of life and the world around them 

• develop rich contexts for exploring the concepts of identity, belonging, 
relationships, community, cynefin, diversity, pluralism and interconnectedness 
which can enable learners to gain a sense of self and develop spirituality 

• explore the concepts of equality, sustainability, tolerance, freedom, prejudice, 
discrimination, extremism, good and evil which can give learners an insight 
into the challenges and opportunities that face societies 

• reflect the concepts and contexts of religiosity, practice, ritual, tradition, 
worship, sacredness, symbolism and celebration to develop learners’ 
understanding of lived religion and belief 

• provide rich contexts for exploring the concepts of ethics, morality, justice, 
responsibilities, authority, humanity, rights, values and social action 

• develop an understanding of lived religion and belief through the exploration 
of the key concepts. 

 

Area of Learning Social Studies 
At Hendrefoilan, we aim to encourage pupils to develop their understanding of the 
world by learning about the people, values and places through time. By studying this 
we aim to ensure that all pupils are ethically informed and self-aware who are able to 
engage in a variety of different challenges.  
 
Teaching 
Through the teaching of social studies pupils will be able to: 

• develop an understanding of the discipline and its value 

• encourage conceptual understanding of the world by learning about people 
and their values, in different times, places and circumstances 

• provide rich contexts to explore social issues, identity, rights and 
responsibilities, and social organisation 

• encourage active participation and engagement with social issues through 
social enquiry, discussions and social action 

• develop an understanding of how systems of government in Wales operate 
and affect people’s lives, and how they compare with other systems 

• explore the concepts of governance, rights, equality, inequality, ethnicity, 
gender and poverty. 

 

Area of Learning Business Studies  
At Hendrefoilan, we aim to develop pupils understanding of the economy and what it 
means to them and how they can influence it. The focus will be on Wales and how 
they can influence the future of the Welsh economy.  
 
Teaching 

• develop an understanding of the discipline and its value 
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• expose learners to the economic reality that shapes the Welsh and global 
economies, enabling them to appreciate that this reality is constantly changing and 
to appreciate the impact it has on people’s lives and the environment 

• examine the strengths and areas for improvement, successes and failures of 
businesses and economies, while developing an understanding of the factors that 
shape the prosperity of communities and thereby people’s prospects for the future 

• explore the current Welsh economy, including consumption, production, the welfare 
of people at work, the impact of innovation and technology on businesses and the 
environment, and the effects of demographic change to the workforce. 

 

Cynefin  
In Hendrefoilan we ensure that all pupils gain knowledge and learn through a 
range  of contemporary and historical contexts, investigation and exploration 
of the human experience in their own localities and elsewhere in Wales, as 
well as in the wider world, can help learners discover their heritage and 
develop a sense of place and Cynefin. This will help promote an 
understanding of how us, the people of Wales, its communities, history, 
culture, landscape, resources and industries, interrelate with the rest of the world 

Planning  
  

At Hendrefoilan Primary School we incorporate a thematic/topic approach. The 
curriculum is taught in a cross curricular way where pupils are involved in the planning 
process and aware of what they need to achieve.  By teaching in this way, pupils are 
aware of the skills being taught and practised and are able to transfer these skills 
across the curriculum into all other areas of learning and experience.   

 

The children will have opportunities to participate in humanity activities through the 

use of a range of approaches:  

• Investigating artefacts  

• pictures and photographs  

• maps and charts  

• music  

• adults talking about the past  

• finding out about their local environment and how it can contrast to others  

• written sources including documents and printed sources  

• visiting or researching buildings and sites  

• computer-based materials  

• stories, myths and legends  
 

Medium Term Planning   
A topic web overview, which includes details of the range of specific Humanities 
skills to be covered in each area of learning for that term or half term. This is the 
basis of medium-term planning and is shared with parents on a termly basis. It is 
also available for on each classes webpage.   
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Short Term Planning  
Completed on a weekly basis, short term plans are written by staff and shared on the 
portal of monitoring by subject leaders.  Detailed short-term planning consists of 
focused activities linked with specific subject skills/ LNF skills, assessment 
and AfL opportunities and focussed differentiated/challenging activities. Staff are able 
to plan rich tasks covering a variety of cross-curricular skills enabling pupils to apply 
skills developed across the curriculum. Staff have access to Building Blocks online to 
aide their planning of rich tasks. Teachers evaluate each learner’s understanding and 
progress and consider the next steps for learning before planning the following week’s 
lessons.   
 
Whole school Planning 
To ensure a wide a varied curriculum, as a school, we have developed a thematic 
approach covering a wide range of historical topics to encourage the Cynefin. A copy 
of the whole school curriculum coverage can be found on in appendix A. This plan is 
reviewed regularly and covers multiple progression steps to ensure that pupils have 
the ability to gain a variety of skills appropriate to their development stage.  
  
Recording of Pupil’s Work  
  

Pupils are taught a variety of different methods for recording their work and are 
encouraged to select the most appropriate process for the question they are trying to 
answer. Pupils are encourage to do this orally, using various ICT methods and in 
writing Work may also be uploaded to Seesaw and used as a tool for self and peer 
assessment purposes as well as for celebration.  
  
Intervention/ Provision for ALN / EAL Pupils  
  

We aim to teach a broad and balanced curriculum for all children and provide learning 
opportunities matched to the needs of the individual pupils.  There are various support 
programs in place to support pupils to develop skills to move through the progression 
steps. We also provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children who 
are more able and talented, and we seek to stretch their thinking further. EAL pupils 
are supported, where appropriate, with differentiated work and concrete apparatus 
including pictures and translated resources where appropriate. 
  
Assessment   
  

Assessment in the areas of Humanities is as an integral part of the teaching and 
learning process. Pupils will from an early age be involved in simple evaluation 
exercises. Their ability to exercise choice responsibly will be monitored and as they 
progress through the school, they will be more involved in planning, reviewing and 
evaluation their own work. Teachers ensure that their pprogress is monitored through 
ongoing formative and summative assessments and by use of the Building Blocks 
assessment tool.  
 
 Roles, Responsibilities & Expectations  
  

Senior Leaders should:  
• Identify the school's particular curriculum and assessment needs, consider the 
possibilities and come to decisions about the organisation of the whole curriculum 
and the planning of learning pathways to suit the needs of individual learners  
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• Identify opportunities for and facilitate the sharing of good practice within the 
school  
• Monitor the range of teaching and learning activities, ensuring that 
approaches are fully integrated;  
• Review and update teaching pedagogy through the provision of appropriate 
training (CPD), working alongside PLCs  
• Work with the Humanities Leader to coordinate feedback to parents/carers  
• Work with the Humanities Leader to organise and disseminate whole-school 
training  
• Evaluate the impact of training on raising standards for all learners  

  
The Humanities Leader should work with senior leaders, AoLE leaders, 
teachers and TAs to:  

• Review the current provision for the New Curriculum for Wales (2022)  
• Audit and share existing examples of good practice in Humanities across the 
Curriculum  
• Ensure consistency of approach across the school  
• Identify areas of Humanities that teachers are least confident of teaching 
within the context of a particular subject and discuss with senior managers 
measures needed to address the identified issues  
• Facilitate school-based in-service training on aspects of Humanities  
• Regularly review and update this school policy for Humanities across the 
curriculum  
• Evaluate the whole-school impact of applying the New Curriculum for Wales 
(2022) and above approaches.  

  
AoLE Leaders working with teachers should:  

• Work closely with other areas of learning and experience to coordinate 
programmes of work, including timing of specific strategies and concepts  
• Identify opportunities for developing Humanities skills in schemes of work and 
planning  
• Ensure coherence and consistency in the application of the Humanities skills 
linked to the What Matters Statements, the Progression Steps and the 
Achievement Outcomes outlined in the Curriculum for Wales (2022)  
• Work with teachers to plan progressive, differentiated and challenging tasks 
that will allow learners to demonstrate understanding and develop and 
consolidate the full range of Humanities skills  
• Monitor and evaluate the impact of these approaches on standards of learning 
for AoLEs  

  
Teachers are expected to be teachers of Humanities and should:  

• Be familiar with the Curriculum for Wales (2022) and the progression through 
each  
• Understand the importance of Humanities skills in relation to raising standards 
of work across the curriculum  
• Fully integrate these skills into their planning to provide exciting new learning 
experiences for learners  
• Identify opportunities to develop and apply numeracy, literacy and DCF skills 
within whilst delivering Humanities sessions.   
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• Plan tasks that will allow learners to demonstrate understanding and develop 
and consolidate the range of skills  
• Identify areas for refinement and suggest best ways to improve further as part 
of their on-going 'assessment conversations' with learners, integrating comments 
on numeracy skills into their day-to-day discussion and feedback  
• Monitor and evaluate the impact of these approaches.  

  
Governors should:  

• Be fully aware of the Curriculum for Wales (2022)  

• Appoint a Governor with a specific responsibility for Humanities 

• Be aware of the strategies and resources used to promote the effective 
implementation of the Curriculum for Wales (2022)  

• Attend some of the whole school training days exploring Humanities 

• Be provided with opportunities to observe good practice in the delivery of 
Humanities including other cross curricular skills.   

• Contribute to the school's efforts to inform parents and involve them in their 
children's learning. 

  
Parents/Guardians should:  

• Promote a positive attitude and approach to all areas of Humanities  
• Be aware of the importance of improving their children's humanities sills and 
the benefits of doing so.  
• Be encouraged to attend sessions to receive guidance for home delivery  

  
 Monitoring and Review of the Policy  
  

Monitoring of the quality of numeracy teaching and standards of the pupils’ work and 
progress is the joint responsibility of the Senior Management Team and the 
Humanities Subject Leader.  Analysing of pupil progress data is an important strand 
of monitoring along with opportunities for work scrutiny to ensure coverage, 
consistency in teaching strategies, differentiation and progression. Classroom 
observations and staff/pupil interviews (learning walks and listening to learners) also 
provide an insight into the teaching of learning of humanities across the curriculum.  
  
  
  
  
Signed: Claire Davies  
Date: May 2020  
  
 


