
 
 

"Learn, have fun and reach for the stars.”   
 

Hendrefoilan Primary School 
Expressive Arts Policy 

 
 
Introduction 
 

This policy is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of expressive arts 
at Hendrefoilan Primary School and it outlines the purpose, nature and management of the 
expressive arts taught at our school. It is based on the principles set out in the ‘Curriculum for 
Wales’ (Welsh Government, 2022).  
 

Background 
 

In Hendrefoilan the dynamic nature of the expressive arts can engage, motivate and encourage 
learners to develop their creative, artistic and performance skills to the full. 
 
The Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience centres on the five disciplines of art, dance, 
drama, film and digital media and music. While these disciplines have a common creative process 
and share transferable skills each has it’s own discrete body of knowledge and skills.  
 
The four purposes of the curriculum, contributed to by the what matters statements, are central to 
the planning of experiences that learners will encounter in expressive arts at Hendrefoilan & we 
aim to help our pupils become; 

• Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives 

• Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work 

• Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the World 

• Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society 

•  
Experiencing the expressive arts can engage learners physically, socially and emotionally, 
nurturing their well being, self esteem and resilience. This can help them become healthy, 
confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

Engagement with this area of learning requires personal application, perseverance and close 
attention to detail, which in turn contributes to making learners ambitious and capable, ready to 
learn throughout their lives.  

Engagement with the expressive arts can enhance learners employability as they are encouraged 
to manage their time and resources to achieve meaningful work and meet deadlines. It can foster 
critical enquiry that can lead to change. Together these skills can support learners to become 
enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. 
 
The evaluation involved in the creative process enables learners to explore complex issues, to 
challenge perceptions and to identify solutions. This can lead learners to a better understanding of 
their own cultural identity and that of other people, places and times. From this experience they 
are supported to be ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the World. 
 
 
 



 
Our Mission Statement 
 

Hendrefoilan Primary School is committed to raising the experience and standards of creative 
skills in all its learners, so that they develop the ability to use their creative skills effectively, and 
grow confident enabling them to express themselves fully. 
 
Curriculum Aims 
 

In Hendrefoilan Primary School, learners will be taught new skills, have support to practice and 
then be given opportunities to independently apply their knowledge, skills and understanding 
through a range of experiences.  
 

Learning 
 
There are three ‘What Matters Statements in Expressive Arts’, which are planned for and 
assessed at Hendrefoilan School. They are: 

• Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it 
enables learners to become curious and creative individuals 

• Responding and reflecting both as an artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning 
in the expressive arts 

• Creating combines skills and knowledge, drawing on the senses, inspiration and 
imagination 
 

There are five progression steps for each of the ‘What Matters in Expressive Arts’ statements. 
Principles of progression are the basis on which the achievement outcomes are developed and, at 
Hendrefoilan Primary School they guide the progression of learning within the area of learning and 
experience. For our pupils, progression in expressive arts involves the development of the 
following proficiencies; 
 

• Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge  

• Deepening understanding of the ideas and disciplines within areas of learning and 
experience  

• Refinement and growing sophistication in the use and application of skills. 

• Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts 

• Increasing effectiveness as a learner 
 
It is important to note that, at Hendrefoilan, when the proficiencies and the ‘what matters’ 
statements are planned and assessed, they are regarded as interconnected and interdependent; 
they are not seen as hierarchical and they can be developed alongside each other. 
 
 
Teaching 
 

The aims of teaching Expressive Arts in Hendrefoilan Primary School are; 
 

• To ensure that expressive arts are a priority within every classroom across the school 

• To foster a positive attitude towards expressive arts 

• To provide opportunities and experiences that are accessible to each and every child 

• To encourage pupils to make choices about the materials, methods, tools, instruments, devices 
they use. This will impact on how these are stored and how accessible they are to the children 
from an early age 

• To encourage pupils to take responsibility for the setting up, cleaning and storage of materials, 
instruments, devices and equipment 

• To provide regular opportunities for learners to use expressive art skills in all subjects across 
the curriculum 

• To provide opportunity to see live performances of music and drama 



• To provide opportunities to visit art galleries 

• To provide opportunities to work with local artists 

• To provide opportunities for children to play an instrument 

• To encourage children to express themselves with confidence 

• To experience enjoyment through performance and presentation 

• To encourage learners to work as members of a group, as well as independently  

• To develop technological abilities, problem solving, group work, imagination and 
communication 

• To promote discussion 

• To promote cultural awareness 

• To promote health and well being 

• To promote exploration, reflection and adaptation 

• To provide activities that are enjoyable and challenging  

• To provide stimulus/activities which encourage the children to ask questions 

• To provide rich tasks that probe pupils thinking and utilise their creative skills to solve problems 

• To effectively assess and track a learners' progress in creative skills 

• To provide opportunities for teachers to improve their knowledge, skills and confidence to 
develop learners' in this AOL 

 

 

Planning 
 

At Hendrefoilan Primary School we incorporate a thematic/topic approach.  
 
Medium Term Planning  
A topic web overview, which includes details of the range of specific creative skills to be covered in 
expressive arts linked to the topic for the term/half-term, forms the basis for medium term planning 
and is provided to parents on a termly basis. It is also published on our school’s website.  
 
Short Term Planning 
Completed on a weekly basis, short term plans show any creative activities to be covered. Some 
may occur weekly while others could form a part of a themed week. Music is supported by, but not 
limited to the use of Charanga. Detailed short-term planning consists of focused activities linked 
with specific subject skills/ LNF skills, assessment and AfL opportunities and focussed 
differentiated/challenging activities.  
 
Recording of Pupil’s Work 
 

Art 
Much of pupils art work from Year 1 to year 6 will be recorded in sketch pads, as the process is 
seen as an important part of the learning. Pupils are encouraged to explore and make notes about 
their thoughts and findings. Finished pieces of art can be displayed and pictures taken and put on 
Seesaw giving the children opportunities to reflect on their own and others work. Nursery and 
Reception will record their work on Seesaw and in topic books. 
 
Music/Drama/Dance 
Pupils work can be videoed and recordings can be stored on Seesaw and used as a tool for self 
and peer assessment. Ideas can be developed in topic books. 
 
Film and digital media 
Work may be stored on children’s hwb accounts or Seesaw. 
 
Intervention/ Provision for ALN / EAL Pupils 
 



We aim to teach a broad and balanced curriculum for all children and provide learning 
opportunities matched to the needs of the individual pupils. EAL pupils are supported with 
understanding the language of this area and visual prompts can be used to support them. 
 
Assessment  
 

Progress is monitored by the class teacher through ongoing formative and summative 
assessments and by use of the Building Blocks assessment tool.  
 

Roles, Responsibilities & Expectations 
 

Senior Leaders should: 

• Identify the school's particular curriculum and assessment needs, consider the possibilities 
and come to decisions about the organisation of the whole curriculum and the planning of 
learning pathways to suit the needs of individual learners 

• Identify opportunities for and facilitate the sharing of good practice within the school 

• Monitor the range of teaching and learning activities, ensuring that approaches are fully 
integrated; 

• Review and update teaching pedagogy through the provision of appropriate training (CPD), 
working alongside PLCs 

• Work with the Expressive Arts Leader to organise and disseminate whole-school training 

• Evaluate the impact of training on raising standards for all learners 

• Monitor, evaluate and report to governors on the progress made by learners in the 
expressive arts throughout the school and the impact of actions aimed at further improving 
the achievements made by pupils 

 
The Expressive Arts Leader should work with senior leaders, AoLE leaders, teachers and 
TAs to: 

• Review the current provision for the New Curriculum for Wales (2022)  

• Audit and share existing examples of good practice in Expressive Arts  

• Identify areas of Expressive Arts that teachers are least confident of teaching and with 
consultation with senior leaders organise training to support their development 

• Facilitate school-based in-service training on aspects of Expressive Arts 

• Regularly review and update this school policy for developing Expressive Arts 

• Evaluate the whole-school impact of applying the New Curriculum for Wales (2022)  
 

AoLE Leaders working with teachers should: 

• Work closely with other areas of learning and experience to coordinate programmes of work 

• Identify opportunities for developing expressive art skills in schemes of work and planning 

• Map progression in expressive art skills across each year group and phases 

• Ensure coherence and consistency in the application of the expressive art skills linked to 
the What Matters Statements, the Progression Steps and the Achievement Outcomes 
outlined in the Curriculum for Wales (2022) across the subject area and all teaching staff 

• Work with teachers to plan progressive, differentiated and challenging tasks that will allow 
learners to demonstrate understanding and develop and consolidate the full range of 
expressive arts skills 

• Liaise with the Expressive Arts Leader to share formative assessments of learners and 
cohorts in terms of areas of strength and development 

• Monitor and evaluate the impact of these approaches on standards of learning for AoLEs 

 
Teachers are expected to be teachers of expressive arts and should: 

• Be familiar with the Curriculum for Wales (2022)  

• Understand the importance of expressive arts  

• Fully integrate these skills into their planning to provide exciting new learning experiences 
for learners 



• Identify opportunities to develop and apply expressive arts within subjects and across the 
curriculum 

• Plan tasks that will allow learners to demonstrate understanding and develop and 
consolidate a range of skills 

• Liaise with the Expressive Arts Leader to identify contexts through which skills can best be 
developed 

 

Governors should: 

• Be fully aware of the Curriculum for Wales (2022)  

• Appoint a Governor with a specific responsibility for expressive arts 

• Be aware of the different disciplines within expressive arts 

• Be fully aware of the need to improve learners’ achievements, and of the benefits of doing 
so 

• Be aware of the strategies and resources used to promote the effective implementation of 
the Curriculum for Wales (2022)  

• Attend some of the whole school training days devoted to expressive arts 

• Be provided with opportunities to observe good practice  

• Contribute to the school's efforts to inform parents and involve them in their children's 
learning and use of expressive arts 

 
Parents/Guardians should: 

• Promote a positive attitude and approach to expressive arts 

• Be aware of the importance of improving their children's creative skills and of the benefits of 
doing so 

 
 

Monitoring and Review of the Policy 
 

Monitoring of the quality of expressive arts teaching and standards of the pupils’ work and 
progress is the joint responsibility of the Senior Management Team and the Expressive Arts 
Subject Leader. Classroom observations and staff/pupil interviews (learning walks and listening to 
learners) also provide an insight into the teaching and learning of expressive arts. Monitoring of 
expressive arts and feedback to all stakeholders is the primary responsibility of the Expressive 
Arts Leader and is a regular feature within the school’s termly/annual monitoring cycle.  
 
 
 
 
Signed: D.Burn 

Date: June 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


