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Mission Statement 
Purpose 
Our purpose is to educate our children to the highest standards possible, in an overtly Catholic 
setting. 

Ethos 
St. David’s Catholic Primary School is part of the living presence of Christ in the modern world. Part of 
our purpose is, by the education, care and protection of our children, to present a model of Christian 
living that is clear to all. 

Vision 
Everyone associated with St. David’s wants the school to stand out as a happy caring community, 
noted for the strength of its beliefs, its ethos, and the treatment of the people within it. 

It is our desire that every child, irrespective of faith, age, gender, ability, or ethnicity attains the 
highest possible standards in relation to his or her potential. 

To this end we acknowledge that the example, skill and experience of our staff are our key resource. 
We are committed, therefore, to the continued development of all our people. 

How We Conduct Ourselves 
At St. David’s, the concept of discipline and rules is linked to the beliefs upon which the school is built, 
and is reinforced by the ethos we seek to cultivate. 

The notion of good behaviour is based upon the teachings of Christ, especially where the treatment of 
others is concerned. It is held as a central truth, that if we believe that Jesus would be unhappy with 
actions or treatment of others, then they are unacceptable. Therefore, children will be taught in the 
clearest terms what it means to ‘love one another’, the rules of the school and their purposes, and 
how everyone has a role to play in making the school a caring community. Children will be taught, in 
contexts and language appropriate to their development, the difference between right and wrong. 
This teaching will be present in every class and setting within the school. 

Aims 
Our aims in teaching Religious Education are: 

 

 To provide a secure caring environment inspired by Gospel values, in which every member of 
the school community feels welcomed and valued. 

 To treat all members of our school community equally irrespective of their ability, race, 
gender, religion or cultural background. 

 To foster good relationships between home and school. 

 To provide a rich and balanced curriculum which addresses the spiritual, academic, physical, 
social and moral development of all our children. 

 To provide opportunities for all to participate in prayer, worship and liturgies, ensuring 
relevance and understanding. 

 To recognise and respect the unique qualities of every individual and to build self-esteem. 
 



THE PREDOMINANT MODE OF WORKING IN R.E. 
 
This is achieved by whole class teaching, although group work or individual work is used where 
appropriate and homework set to support and reinforce concepts taught.  Each week there will be 
opportunities for: 
 

 The children’s faith to be enhanced and strengthened through contact with the faith and 
prayer of the whole community. 

 The children to see God in each other, in nature, in human experience, in the Gospel and in 
the liturgy and teaching of the church. 

 All to love and respect each other and to live and work in harmony. 

 The children to develop the moral qualities of self-discipline, perseverance, fairness and 
consideration for others. 

 The children to be encouraged to acknowledge the awe and wonder of God’s creation. 

 All to be confident in the caring, understanding and Christian ethos of the school. 
 
PUPILS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
 
These pupils are provided for by each topic being developed through levels, which take account of the 
ages and stages of development of pupils in the primary years [differentiation].  For each level there 
are: 

 Clearly stated aims. 

 Achievable learning intentions. 

 A selection of experiences and activities for each of the learning intentions. 
 
THE EMPHASIS IN OUR TEACHING OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
“Come and See” operates through three major themes: 
 
 The Church 
 The Sacraments 
 Christian living. 
 
Each of these themes is represented each term by a series of topics. Three topics will be covered each 
term, as well as the study of another faith twice a year. 
 
We encourage active participation by our children in all worship – prayer, music, reflection and 
liturgical celebrations.  The respect and rejoice elements of each topic provide opportunities for 
children to participate in community worship. 
 
Our Year 6 pupils participate in a Retreat day. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment of pupils’ work is a necessary part of the learning process. It involves the making of 
judgements about attainment, achievement and progress. It has several purposes including the 
affirmation of attainment and achievement, the necessary recording and reporting of pupil progress 
and, most importantly, helping the pupil to take the next step in learning. This assessment for learning 



(afl) is the prime purpose of all assessment. However, the levels of attainment are also a measure, a 
benchmark, of attainment which will provide teachers and others with a measure of assessment of 
learning (aol).This is a more ‘criterion referenced’ measure of progress. 
 
The levels of attainment themselves are presented in the familiar form of ‘Learning about religion’ 
(Knowledge and Understanding) and ‘Learning from religion’ (Reflection on meaning). 
 
LINKS BETWEEN HOME – SCHOOL AND PARISH 
 
Home, School, Parish links We recognise the importance of parents as the child's first teacher and 
their role in faith development. Parents and staff do everything possible to work in close partnership. 
There are many opportunities for parents to engage in school life. St David’s School seeks, in 
partnership with parents and parish, to develop and nurture the Catholic faith of our children. We 
strive to bring pupils to a fuller understanding and knowledge of the Roman Catholic tradition. On 
Holy Days of Obligation (where circumstances permit) St David’s School, will celebrate mass in the 
parish church of Our Lady Star of the Sea or in school. Children are prepared for Holy Communion at 
their parish churches of St David’s, St. Benedict’s Sketty, St Joachim’s and Anne’s and Our Lady Star of 
the Sea. Our Parent Forum benefits from parents who give generously of their time and raise sums of 
money for the good of our children. 
 
The vital partnership between home, school and parish provide the context for the lifelong process of 
spiritual formation. 
 
At St. David’s Primary School we co-operate by bringing our own contribution to the privilege and 
responsibility of developing the faith and religious commitment of the children.  We aim to deliver a 
balanced, coherent education in the light of Catholic principles, which will enable all children to 
develop to their full potential and equip them to contribute to life in a changing society.  Above all we 
strive to lead our children to develop a loving, trusting relationship with God the Father and His Son, 
Jesus, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, which we hope will influence their attitude to life and their 
relationships with others. 
 
The Parish is responsible for the religious formation of its members and provides the setting for family 
catechesis.  As outlined in Diocesan Policy, children are prepared for the Sacraments of Holy Eucharist 
and Reconciliation by their parents with the help of Parish Catechists.  Religious Education 
complements, but is distinct from, the work of parish catechesis.  Our Parish Priest is Father Mansel 
Usher and he is also the Governor responsible for R.E. 
 

 The children attend Mass at the local Parish Church at least once a term. 

 Mass is celebrated in school once a term or Holy days (if it falls on a school day). 

 Prayer Services are held during Advent and Lent. 

 The Parish Priest visits classes regularly. 

 Our charities programme contains links with local, national and overseas organisations. 

 A termly newsletter is sent home to each family to inform parents of the themes being studied 
in school and activities they might wish to undertake to further enhance their child’s 
understanding. 

 RE information is available on our school website and on class pages. 
 
 


