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The Foundation Phase at Awel Y Môr Primary School

The Foundation Phase describes the children who are in Nursery, Reception, Year One and Year Two and are aged from 3 to 7 years of age.

The Foundation Phase framework for children’s learning is a play based approach to learning, development and care for young children. Children’s early education is the foundation upon which they build the rest of their lives and is an education that encompasses all learning. Awel Y Môr Primary School fully supports the principle that young children learn by engaging in a combination of child initiated and adult directed activities.

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the Foundation Phase at our school.

Aims and Objectives

· To promote a positive attitude towards learning in a secure, caring and happy environment so that children enjoy coming to school, and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning.
· To provide and encourage first hand experiential activities and to use both the inside and outside learning spaces to promote a child’s natural curiosity to explore and learn.

· To provide opportunities for socialising and making good relationships with their peers and adults.

· To assist young children to communicate confidently and effectively through language, both with other children and adults.

· To enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking.
· To create ample opportunities for physical development and to enable the child to develop skills of manipulation and co-ordination.

· To promote a curiosity and interest in the world around them.

· To encourage open, tolerant attitudes and a receptiveness to new ideas.

· To develop effective thinking with ability to solve problems.

· To help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow up committed to equal opportunities for all.

· To develop a happy, confident and inquiring child.

Entitlement

Early childhood education necessitates an holistic approach which is concerned with the physical, social, emotional, aesthetic and intellectual development of the individual child, with no one area standing in isolation from the other. Each child is viewed as an individual, with individuality and independence being encouraged.
Implementation

The Physical Development of the Child 

Children are encouraged to use large and small apparatus, both indoors and outdoors, to promote confidence and competence. Children work with a wide range of materials to develop skills of manipulation and co-ordination.

Social Development

Children are encouraged to participate as effective members of a group and as individuals. They are made aware of socially acceptable behaviour and are encouraged to communicate and co-operate with others. Children are encouraged to share resources, ideas, thoughts and adult time and to consider the needs of others. Equality of opportunity is provided and a positive self image is reinforced.

Emotional Development

Children are provided with a secure, happy and caring environment to ensure a smooth transition from home to school. They are encouraged to develop confidence and self esteem, taking increasing control of their own feelings.

Aesthetic Development 

Children are given opportunities to experiment with a variety of materials in art and music, and encouraged to be creative and expressive whilst experiencing personal enjoyment and appreciation. 

Intellectual Development

Children have the opportunity to become involved in a wide range of first hand experiences leading to the acquisition of knowledge, skills and concepts. The aim is to develop skills of observation, reasoning, concentration and listening, to develop mathematical and scientific concepts and to develop strategies for solving problems. Children are encouraged in the use of language and communication skills and to make their own choices.

Provision and Organisation

Rooms are appropriately resourced and organised and managed in a flexible way in order to meet the changing needs and interests of the children. Opportunities exist for structured and purposeful play, both indoors and outdoors in classrooms and shared areas, which offer the children appropriate experiences in the seven areas of learning as designated in the Foundation Phase framework for learning.

The Curriculum

The curriculum for the Foundation Phase forms the first stage of our whole school skills-based curriculum. It is developed under the Seven Areas of Learning (Framework for Children’s Learning for 3 to 7 year olds in Wales):

· Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity

· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills

· Mathematical Development

· Welsh Language Development

· Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Physical Development

· Creative Development

All Areas of Learning complement and intertwine to promote a cross-curricular approach. Through an activity planned for one Area of Learning a child will acquire skills, knowledge and understanding in several others as well. Personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity will be at the heart of the curriculum especially during the Early Years and there is an emphasis on developing speaking and listening skills in order to lay solid foundations for reading and writing.

The curriculum is planned over a two year cycle incorporating 10 Cornerstones topics with flexibility for ‘mini topics’ such as ‘Wythnos Cymreig’ and Rich Tasks. Teachers prepare detailed fortnightly planning, which highlights learning objectives, skills covered from the Literacy and Numeracy framework, differentiation and assessment opportunities. Included in our planning is:

Continuous Provision – where resources and organisation are constant, providing opportunities to develop sustained play, practice skills and explore ideas. Continuous provision is set up in small areas within the classrooms (writing table, home corner etc) and in our ‘indoor / outdoor’ area where children of different ages are able to play together thereby learning from each other. (Sand, Water, Playdough, Construction etc)

Enhanced Provision - when the continuous provision is enhanced with topic related resources that will challenge and develop the children’s ideas.

Focused Task – an adult- led activity that will develop the children’s skills to take their learning forward. 

Religious Education

The National exemplar framework for RE for 3-19 year olds in Wales provides information and guidance on the implementation of Religious Education in the Foundation Phase. RE must be provided for all children with RE skills arising naturally through PSD and KUW.

The Role of Adults

Teachers, teaching assistants and other adults work together, recognising the need to:

· build relationships of trust with children and value their ideas and feelings;

· interact in a meaningful way, allowing time and opportunity for  children to talk, listen and make sense of their experiences;

· plan children’s experiences on the basis of observation and assessment of interests, abilities and needs;

· hold high expectations of all children and recognise their ability to achieve;

· collaborate with others involved in the child’s learning and development;

· recognise their own need for continual learning and professional development.

Pre-School Liaison

In order to ensure a smooth transition from home to school and to begin to build up a partnership with the home, opportunities are provided for children to visit the Nursery prior to admission. We have a positive partnership with the adjacent Flying Start playgroup and children visit initially with their play leaders and peers from the playgroup and then with their parents. 

Each child is sent a Welcome to the Nursery booklet which contains information about the Nursery.

During the visit parents receive information about the school and are given the opportunity to ask questions, get to know each other and meet the Nursery staff.

Assessment and Record Keeping

The school is given a Transition report if the child has attended the Flying Start playgroup.

During the first few weeks of a child entering school, the baseline assessments are carried out, assessing the child’s skills in the following areas:

· Personal, Social & Emotional

· Speaking & Listening

· Reading & Writing

· Sort, Order & Number

· Approach to Learning, Thinking & Reasoning

· Physical

This assessment forms an important part of the future curriculum planning for each child. Children are assessed through both planned and informal observations made by both the teacher and teaching assistant. Children on the ALN register at School Action, School Action Plus and those in receipt of Statements of Special Educational Need have IPPs or IEPs which are shared with parents and reviewed termly.

All parents are actively encouraged to attend the school Consultation meetings to discuss their child’s progress and also receive an annual written report of their child’s progress.

 Each child will be assessed at the end of the Foundation Phase in the following areas using Outcome Statements:

· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills

· Mathematical Development

· Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity.

Equal Opportunities

Our school’s policy ensures that we strive to give equal opportunities to all children regardless of gender, race, religion or ability. In Foundation Phase, this involves planning differentiated work, ensuring the content is applicable, involving all children in oral work and having high expectations of each child. It is the policy of the school to afford pupils with learning difficulties access to all activities within the Foundation Phase. Through the teaching in the Foundation Phase we provide learning opportunities for all pupils to progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs according to their IEP.

The Role of the Foundation Phase leader

The role of the Foundation Phase Leader is to;

· Take responsibility for the Foundation Phase Policy and its review.

· Lead by example by keeping up to date with current initiatives and developments.

· Attend relevant courses and share good practice with all other Foundation Phase practitioners.

· Manage the implementation of the Foundation Phase curriculum. 

Review

This policy reflects the current situation regarding Foundation Phase education at Awel Y Môr Primary School and will be reviewed annually or as required due to change in national policy.  

