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4th March 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

RETURN TO SCHOOL 

 

Firstly, may I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the last few months.  It 

has been a difficult time for everyone and we are especially aware of the impact that it has had on 

our young people.  We have done our very best to support your children but we know it is no 

substitute for face to face learning.   I am therefore pleased to be able to confirm that the Welsh 

Government announced earlier today that pupils could start to return to school before Easter.   

 

The school will operate on the same timetable we used before Christmas, with lessons starting at 

8.30am.  Please see below for specific year group information:   

 

YEARS 11 & 13 

Welsh Government has prioritised the return of pupils in Years 11 & 13 i.e. GCSE and A level 

candidates to return to school full time from Monday 15th March (Week 2 timetable).  

 

YEAR 10 & 12 

Year 10 and Year 12 will be able to attend school from Thursday 18th March (Week 2 timetable).  

Year 12 will use the library in A block as their common room for the foreseeable future in order 

to keep the 6th form in separate year bubbles I.e. Year 12 and Year 13. 

  

YEARS 7, 8 & 9 

Pupils in years 7, 8 & 9 will have the opportunity to attend school for one day during the week 

before the Easter break (following the Week 1 timetable).  Please see below for dates: 

 

Tuesday 23rd  March Year 7 

Wednesday 24th  March Year 8 

Thursday 25th March Year 9 

 

This will give pupils the opportunity for face to face learning, access to Gofal (our wellbeing suite) 

and contact with their year group.  They will continue to receive blended (online) learning from 

their teachers for the days they are not in school.  

 

All pupils will return to school full time following the Easter Break, unless Welsh Government 

advises otherwise.  Monday April 12th is a designated ‘Planning Day’ for staff.  Pupils will return to 

school on Tuesday 13th April 2021.  
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Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) 
Pupils in Years 10, 11, 12 & 13 will be offered access to Lateral Flow Testing to be carried at home 
twice a week.  The testing kits will be distributed to pupils on their return to school along with 
detailed guidance on how to use them.   Please can you encourage your child to test twice weekly 
to keep our school community safe.  School staff are also partaking in Lateral Flow Testing. 
 
School Uniform 
School uniform is to be worn by all pupils.   
 
Transport 
School buses and taxis will run as normal from March 15th to transport pupils on the days. 
 
Canteen 
Pupils will need to bring in a packed lunch as there will be no canteen facilities on site for the 2 
weeks before Easter.  Canteen will be open as normal from Tuesday 13th April. 
 
Important Covid-19 procedures 
The school will continue to operate under the WG Operational Plan and County Risk Assessment.  
As such, we expect pupils to adhere to the following: 
 

• Face masks to be worn in all indoor areas of the school where 2m social distancing cannot be 
maintained, this now includes within the classroom.  Pupils do not need to wear face masks 
outside. 

• Use hand sanitiser stations on entering school and continue to wash/sanitise hand regularly 
throughout the day. 

• Keep 2m from members of staff and pupils NOT in their year group. 

• Wear face masks when travelling on school buses. 

• Follow one way systems where in place. 

• Remain in year group zones at lunchtime. 
 
Pupils will remain in their Year groups, which are classed as their ‘social bubbles’.  If there is a 
positive case within the year group or on a school bus, the school will follow Test Trace Protect 
guidance which may result in the whole year group and/or bus pupils being asked to isolate. 
 
In order to keep our school community safe, can I remind you that the main symptoms of COVID-
19 are:  

• A new or continuous cough 

• A high temperature 

• A loss of or change to sense of smell or taste 

 

If your child, or anyone in your household, shows any of these symptoms, you must not send 

your child to school.  You must book a test and your household should isolate until those test 

results are received.  Only if negative, can your child then return to school.  If positive, your 

household will need to isolate for 10 days. 
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Childcare provision 

Childcare for vulnerable learners and children of key workers in Year 7 & 8, will continue alongside 

the normal school provision.  All pupils attending childcare should wear school uniform from 

March 15th and continue to bring in a packed lunch.  This is operating on a booking system, please 

contact the school. 

 

We will continue to keep you updated via our school website and social media platforms, but if 

you should have any questions or queries, please contact the school by phone on 01792 873461 

or email on gowerton.school@swansea-edunet.go.uk. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
Mr N Jones 
Headteacher  
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