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17 December 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Update on the Use of Face Coverings in outdoor areas in Schools  
  

Please see below the updated information and guidance issued by Welsh Government 

relating to the wearing of face coverings in school.   
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

COVID-19: Letter to all schools and settings   

  

23 November 2020  
  

  

Dear Headteacher  

Use of face coverings in school in outdoor areas: Update to Welsh 

Government guidance  

The Welsh Government has updated its operational guidance on the use of face 

coverings in schools and colleges.   

The guidance now states that face coverings should be worn:  

 in all areas outside the classroom by staff and learners in secondary 

schools and colleges   

 on dedicated school and college transport for learners in year 7 and up  

 by visitors to all schools and colleges, including parents and carers picking 

up and collecting children  

  

The move follows the publication of SAGE evidence and a recent TAG report.   

______________________________________________________ 

  

Our original response to the above announcement was to study the TAG Report 
mentioned, which included no mention about wearing face coverings in out-door 
areas, to evaluate the emotional, psychological and wellbeing factors involved and as 
a result we decided not to insist on the wearing of face coverings in out-door areas. 

However, three weeks on from the original announcement, there has been a significant 
rise in the number of positive cases in Swansea, so much so that Mark Drakeford has 
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announced that we will be moving into a Level 4 Lockdown immediately after 
Christmas. Swansea Council has also made clear its own views concerning schools 
and face coverings. 

The school is now required to change operational practice. 

 From January all staff and pupils will be required to wear face coverings 

in out-door areas as well as in corridors.   

 This will include lunch periods except when pupils are eating.  

 

The Welsh Government has provided the school with re-usable masks that will be 

issued to pupils in January.  We ask that parents ensure their child brings a face mask 

with them to school every day and wears it on all school transport services. 

   

These guidelines have been strengthened to keep you and your families as safe as 

possible.  Thank you for your on-going support as we continue to work together to 

react to changes in national policy as we learn more about the way Coivd-19 is 

transmitted. 
  

Yours faithfully  

 
Mr N Jones 
Headteacher 


