
Update to Parents - Thursday 14th May 2020 

Survey from Welsh Government 
This week we received this survey request from Welsh Government.


We’re contacting you about a really important survey to help children and young people to 
tell Welsh Government how they've felt about lockdown: how it's impacted on their health; 
any worries they've had; how they think it might affect their education; and also any 
positives they've had from it. It’s a joint survey from the Welsh Government, the Children’s 
Commissioner for Wales, Youth Parliament for Wales / Senedd Ieuenctid Cymru and 
Children in Wales.

We are asking children and young people to complete the survey, which should take 
around 15 minutes to complete.The survey closes on 27th May.
 
Please ask your children to share their views using the following link: 
www.childcomwales.org.uk/coronavirusandme
 
Pupils without Digital resources
We have mentioned in the previous 2 updates but we are mentioning this again as it is 
important that if pupils cannot access a computer or internet please complete this form.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k_s4znpk_gZIjePVOZEdNFNUQzdDUFVDUFNLVExLV0Z
HWkYyRjFHSTNQTS4u 

Daily routine 
Although we have mentioned this already we cannot emphasise enough the importance 
of a daily routine. We are concerned to hear some pupils stay up until the early hours of 
the morning and sleep most of the day. Please can we encourage pupils to follow a more 
healthy daily routine.

It has also been brought to our attention that some pupils are meeting with friends or 
even having ‘sleepovers’. This goes completely against Government advice. Please 
ensure pupils stay safe and social distancing is observed.


Engagement of pupils in their academic work 
This week we have been contacting parents of pupils in year 10 and 12 that have failed to 
engage in their academic work. We understand that some pupils or families may be 
unwell but we would need to know that information. As we will be distributing chrome 
books to pupils that require them next week we will be expecting all pupils, that are well, 
to be engaging in their work by the end of next week.


Helplines  
There is information for pupils and parents that are finding it difficult to cope with these 
unprecedented circumstances. Some external agencies have also given helplines to 
phone if anyone if struggling to cope. These can be found on the main website under the 
heading ‘Covid 19 Guidance-for the community’. The support on the website is being 
updated weekly. If there is any further information you would like to see on the website 
please contact us and leave a message.
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Exhibition of Work. 
As many of you may be aware each year we hold an exhibition of Photography, Art and 
D&T in the White Room at the Grand Theatre. As this cannot go ahead this year a ‘virtual 
exhibition’ of the GCSE/ 6th form photography work and year 7 expressive arts work has 
been created.  Please click on the links to view. 


GCSE photography: http://www.gowerton.com/blog/gcse-photography-portfolio-2020/


6th form photography: http://www.gowerton.com/blog/white-room-portfolio-2020/


Year 7 expressive arts: http://www.gowerton.com/blog/year-7-expressive-arts-gallery/



Please see attached the letter 
from Mr Nick Williams, 
Director of Education for 
Swansea

And finally.....

If you have any issues or queries please contact Gowerton School on 873461. Please 
leave a message and a member of staff will return your call. 


Gowerton School hopes you and your families remain safe and well. 

 

 

Education Department 
Civic Centre, Oystermouth Road,  
Swansea, SA1 3SN 
www.swansea.gov.uk 

Please ask for: 
Direct Line: 
E-Mail: 
Our Ref: 
Your Ref: 
Date: 
 

To receive this information in alternative format, or in Welsh please contact the above. 
I dderbyn yr wybodaeth hon mewn fformat arall neu yn Gymraeg, cysylltwch â’r person uchod.  

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I would like to thank you for all your support over the last few weeks since our schools 
closed to the majority of learners. I’m extremely proud of all the staff who work across 
schools and Education in Swansea as they’ve dealt with this crisis in a professional and 
caring way as they always do. I’m also proud of our amazing children and young people 
who continue to show resilience and are fully engaged in their learning. It is such a 
pleasure to see Social Media full of examples of the positives that have come from this 
very difficult situation. 
  
In Wales, it is the Welsh Government that will make the decision on when it is safe for 
our pupils, parents and school staff to return to our schools. As it currently stands there 
is no date for this to happen in Wales.  
  
When a decision is taken for learners to return to schools this will be communicated well 
in advance to parents. Please be assured that we are working closely with our schools 
to ensure that they are supported in preparing for when this time comes. 
  
In the meantime, critical workers and those who need to use our emergency childcare 
hubs should continue do so. 
  
We will only look to have more pupils and staff in schools when it is safe to do so.  
  
Yours sincerely 
  

 
 
 

Nick Williams 
Director of Education 
 

 
 

Education@swansea.gov.uk 
 
 

12 May 2020 
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