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COURSEWORK







Progress Check

How is the presentation of these two girls different?

I can explain

Rydw i'n gallu esbonio

How I have inferred 

information from a non-

continuous text

I can explore

Rydw i'n gallu archwilio

How a writer’s language 

choices can be used to 

create an emotion.

GIRL A IS…              HOWEVER GIRL B IS…



A cosy chair



A grey sky



A gentle push



An endless journey



Progress Check

A cosy chair                         suggests…

A grey sky                            suggests…

A gentle push                       suggests…

An endless journey               suggests…

I can explain

Rydw i'n gallu esbonio

How I have inferred 

information from a non-

continuous text

I can explore

Rydw i'n gallu archwilio

How a writer’s language 

choices can be used to 

create an emotion.

I can apply

Rydw i'n gallu weithredu

Language analysis to a 

piece of Unit Two narrative 

writing



1. How does the writer make us feel sympathy for the girl in the extract?

2. Are there any important words or phrases you could use to emphasise your 
point? Why those words?













How does the writer make us feel sorry for 
the girl?



STATE QUOTE EXPLAIN

The writer suggests…

The writer describes…

The writer implies…

The writer presents…

I know this because the 

extract says “……….”

Evidence for this can be 

found in the quote “……….”

This makes us feel sorry for 

the girl because…

Time Connectives

Firstly, Secondly, Next, Furthermore, In Addition, Additionally, Moreover, Also, Later, 

Finally

Word level Analysis

Furthermore, an important word in the quote is “_______” because…

Additionally, the phrase “_______” is an important part of the quote because…

7 SQEs = C 8SQEs = B 9 SQEs = A

How does the writer make us feel sorry for the girl?



How does the writer make us feel sorry for 
the girl?

STATE QUOTE EXPLAIN

The writer describes the 

girl’s house.

“the rundown rental 

house” 

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…

The writer describes the 

girl’s appearance.

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…

The writer suggests the 

girl has not been fed.

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…



Plenary

• Look again at your SQE table.

• Can you  pick a word from one of your quotes an 
explain the effect of that word?

• How does that word make us feel sympathy for the 
girl?



How does the writer make us feel sorry for 
the girl?

STATE QUOTE EXPLAIN

The writer describes the 

girl’s house.

“the rundown rental 

house” 

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…

The writer describes the 

girl’s appearance.

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…

The writer suggests the 

girl has not been fed.

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…



How does the writer make us feel sorry for 
the girl?

STATE QUOTE EXPLAIN

The writer describes the 

girl’s house.

“the rundown rental 

house” 

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…

The writer describes the 

girl’s appearance.

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…

The writer suggests the 

girl has not been fed.

This makes us feel sorry 

for the girl because…



I chose “rundown” because _______

Word rundown
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Starter

I can explain

Rydw i'n gallu esbonio

How to approach each of 

the low tariff questions at 

the start of the exam.

I can explore

Rydw i'n gallu archwilio

The different question types 

and apply them to an exam 

text.

I can apply

Rydw i'n gallu weithredu

Numeracy, and explanation 

to an exam style text and 

questions.



Identify keywords in the question and look for them in the text itself



Identify keywords in the question and look for them in the text itself



Identify keywords in the question and look for them in the text itself



























PISA ‘TEXT PURPOSES’

Traditionally we think of the six text types (text purposes) as Explanation / Recount 
/ Report / Discussion / Argument / Instruction.
However, PISA classifies Text Purposes in a completely different way.
You may find a question in the English exam which looks like this:

TEXT C
A5. Tick the box that best describes the purpose of this text:

a) Personal use
b) Public use
c) Occupational use
d) Educational use



Purpose - Personal

The personal category relates to texts that are intended to satisfy an individual’s personal 
interests, both practical and intellectual. 

This category also includes texts that are intended to maintain or develop personal 
connections with other people. 

It includes: 
• Personal letters
• Fiction
• Biography
• informational texts that are intended to be read to satisfy curiosity, as a part of leisure or 

recreational activities.
• E-mails
• instant messages
• social media/networking sites 
• diary-style blogs.



Purpose - Personal

maintain or 

develop 

personal 

connections 

with other 

people.

intended to 

satisfy an 

individual’s 

personal 

interests

diary-style blogs.



Purpose - Personal

Develop 

personal 

connections 

with other 

people.

intended to 

satisfy an 

individual’s 

personal 

interests



Purpose - Personal



Examples of Personal Texts



Purpose - Public

The public category describes the reading of texts that relate to 
activities and concerns of the larger society. The category includes 
official documents as well as information about public events. 

In general, the texts associated with this category assume a more or 
less anonymous contact with others; they also therefore include 
forum-style blogs, news websites and public notices that are 
encountered both online and in print.



Examples of Public Texts

More or less 

anonymous.

Official 

documents

Concerns of the 

larger society

public notice



Purpose - Occupational
A typical occupational reading task is one that involves the 
accomplishment of some immediate task. It might include 
searching for a job, either in a print newspaper’s classified 
advertisement section, or on line; or following workplace 
directions. 

Tasks of this type are often referred to as “reading to do.” 



Examples of Occupational Texts

Searching for a 

job

Accomplishment of 

an immediate task



Examples of Occupational Texts

Workplace 

directions

Reading to do
Accomplishment of 

an immediate task



Purpose - Educational

The content of educational texts is usually designed specifically for the purpose of instruction. Printed text 
books and interactive learning software are typical examples of material generated for this kind of 
reading. 

Educational reading normally involves acquiring information as part of a larger learning task. 

Tasks are those usually identified as “reading to learn”



Examples of Educational Texts



Personal / Public / Occupational / 
Educational?



Personal / Public / Occupational / 
Educational?



Personal / Public / Occupational / 
Educational?



Personal / Public / Occupational / 
Educational?







Parents and Children

Starter

On the next few slides are some objects.

Can you write a compare OR a contrast sentence for each 
pairing? 

I can explain

Rydw i'n gallu esbonio

Which comparison 

connectives to use in my 

responses.

I can explore

Rydw i'n gallu archwilio

The differences between 

two texts and their 

presentation of an event.

I can apply

Rydw i'n gallu weithredu

The comparison skill to a 

Unit Two narrative based 

question.



Comparison

WORD BANK
Similarly, likewise, equally, however, in contrast, alternatively

&

&

An orange is…. [CONNECTIVE] an apple is…



Past Paper

The question still expects you to 
contrast even though it isn’t 
mentioned in the question 
specifically!

Lower mark comparisons 
like this should be aiming 
for three or four separate 
pairs of comparisons

Think of it as answering two different questions and then putting the answers 
into pairs.



Breaking down the question

Think of it as answering two different questions and then putting the answers 
into pairs.

Text B
What is the child’s first day of school like?

Text C
What is the child’s first day of school like?



Mark Scheme



TEXT B is taken from a novel by Tony Parsons called ‘Man and Boy’. It charts the 
experiences of Harry, a father trying his best to bring up his four-year-old son, Pat, 
alone. 

Pat started school. 

The uniform he had to wear should have made him look grown up. The grey V-necked sweater, the white shirt and the yellow tie should have 
made him look like a little man. But they didn’t. 

The formality of his school clothes only underlined the shocking newness of him. Approaching his fifth birthday, he wasn’t even young yet. He 
was still brand new… 

And now I had to let my beautiful boy go out into the world. At least until 3.30. For both of us, it felt like a lifetime. 

He wasn’t smiling now. At breakfast he was pale and silent in his pastiche of adult’s clothing, struggling to stop his chin trembling and his bottom 
lip sticking out, while over the Coco Pops I kept up a running commentary about the best days of your life… 

Then it was time to go. 

As we drove closer to the school I was seized by a moment of panic. There were children everywhere, swarms of them all in exactly the same 
clothes as Pat, all heading in the same direction as us. I could lose him in here. I could lose him forever. 

I took Pat’s clammy hand and we joined the throng. We were just going through the gates to join them when I noticed the lace of Pat’s brand new 
black leather shoes was undone. 

‘Let me get your lace for you, Pat, I said, kneeling down to tie it. 

Two bigger boys rolled past, arm in arm. They leered at us. Pat smiled at them shyly. 

‘He can’t even do his shoes up,’ one of them snorted. 

‘No,’ Pat said, ‘but I can tell the time.’ 

They collapsed in guffaws of laughter, holding each other up for support, and reeled away repeating what Pat had said with disbelief. 

It was time to leave him. Although there had been a few emotional goodbyes before he dropped out of nursery school, this time felt a bit 
different. This time it felt as though I were being left. 

He was starting school, and by the time he left school he would be a man and I would be middle-aged. Those long days of watching Star Wars 
videos at home while life went on somewhere else were over. Those days had seemed empty and frustrating at time, but I missed them already. 
My baby was joining the world. 



TEXT C is an extract from Laurie Lee’s autobiography, ‘Cider With Rosie’, written 
about his childhood in the 1920s. 

The morning came, without any warning, when my sisters surrounded me, wrapped me in scarves, 
tied up my bootlaces, thrust a cap on my head, and stuffed a baked potato in my pocket.

“What’s this?” I said.

“You’re starting school today.”

“I ain’t. I’m stopping ‘ome.”

“Now come on, Loll. You’re a big boy now.”

“I ain’t.”

“You are.”

“Boo-hoo.”

The picked me up bodily, kicking and bawling, and carried me up to the road.

The playground roared like a rodeo, and the potato burned through my thigh. Old boots, ragged 
stockings, torn trousers and skirts went skating and skidding around me. The rabble closed in; I was 
encircled; grit flew in my face like shrapnel. Tall girls with frizzled hair, and huge boys with sharp 
elbows, began to prod me with hideous interest. They plucked at my scarves, spun  me round like a 
top, screwed my nose, and stole my potato.



SQE-SQE
The child in Text A is… we see this in the quote “_____________” This 
suggests… [CONNECTIVE] The child in Text B is… we see this in the line 
“_____________”. This suggests… 

CONNECTIVE BANK
However,… In contrast,… Alternatively,… Similarly,… Likewise,… Equally,…



Answers
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September

George’s

hasn’t

wassincerely
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Starter

I can explain

Rydw i'n gallu esbonio

My responses to a stimulus 

quote.

I can explore

Rydw i'n gallu archwilio

The mark scheme for the 

Unit 2 writing section.

I can apply

Rydw i'n gallu weithredu

The mark scheme to a 

piece of descriptive writing



Narrative/Descriptive

What do you feel is the difference 
between a piece of descriptive writing 

and a narrative (story)?



A/A*

B/C

D/E

F

U

A/A*

B/C

D/E

F

U

UNIT TWO - SECTION B
SAME MARK SCHEME WHETHER YOU DO EXPOSITION, 
NARRATION OR DESCRIPTION



Example Question



Description

Interestingly, although you will be asked to write a description, 
in the real world, no writer ever does. 

This is because description is not a purpose but a tool to help 
achieve a purpose. 

For example, description is a key part of writing that entertains 
such as story-telling and poems; but it is also an important 

part of explanatory and persuasive writing.

She was waiting for me, a white face behind a dusty window. She smiled, her painted 
mouth unfurling as a red flag caught in a sudden breeze. Her hair was dyed dark-
auburn. Her legs were a Mesopotamia of varicose veins. She still had the tatters of an 
extraordinary beauty. 

She had been making pastry and the grey dough clung to her hands. Her blood-red 
nails were cracked and chipped.



Band Communicating and organising Band Writing accurately

5
A/A*
17/20
Marks • Mature and perceptive writing

• Sustained and effective writing with techniques that 

fully engage the reader’s interest 

• Appropriate register is confidently adapted to 

purpose/audience 

• Ideas are convincingly developed with detail, 

originality and creativity 

• Secure and coherent structure; there is 

sophistication in the shape and structure of the 

writing 

5
A/A*
13/16 
Marks

• Use a wide range of ambitious and appropriate 

vocabulary confidently to create effect or convey 

precise meaning 

• Appropriate and effective variation of sentence 

structures 

• Virtually all sentence construction is controlled and 

accurate 

• A range of punctuation is used confidently and 

accurately Virtually all spelling, including that of 

complex irregular words, is correct 

• Control of tense and agreement is totally secure 

• Very secure command of grammar 



Band Communicating and organising Band Writing accurately

5
A/A*
17/20
Marks • Mature and perceptive writing

• Sustained and effective writing with techniques that 

fully engage the reader’s interest 

• Appropriate register is confidently adapted to 

purpose/audience 

• Ideas are convincingly developed with detail, 

originality and creativity 

• Secure and coherent structure; there is 

sophistication in the shape and structure of the 

writing 

5
A/A*
13/16 
Marks

• Use a wide range of ambitious and appropriate 

vocabulary confidently to create effect or convey 

precise meaning 

• Appropriate and effective variation of sentence 

structures 

• Virtually all sentence construction is controlled and 

accurate 

• A range of punctuation is used confidently and 

accurately Virtually all spelling, including that of 

complex irregular words, is correct 

• Control of tense and agreement is totally secure 

• Very secure command of grammar 



c) Khan can play football.

b) He can break dance and he can ride a 

BMX really well. 

a) Although we lost, we were still winners 

at heart. 

How are these 

sentences different 

to each other?



Simple –
A simple sentence is made up 

of one clause - a subject and a 

predicate

The night was dark.



A simple sentence always has a subject, verb 
and an object e.g.

The cat sat on the mat

Subject Verb Object



Simple Sentences

• A simple sentence consists of only one clause.  A 
clause usually contains a subject and a predicate.  
A predicate tells you something about the subject, for 
example:

Mark is an athlete.



Simple Sentences

• A simple sentence consists of only one clause.  A 
clause usually contains a subject and a predicate.  
A predicate tells you something about the subject, for 
example:

Mark is an athlete.

• Mark is the subject and ‘is an athlete’ is the predicate.



Simple Sentences

• A simple sentence consists of only one clause.  A 
clause usually contains a subject and a predicate.  
A predicate tells you something about the subject, for 
example:

Mark is an athlete.

• Mark is the subject and ‘is an athlete’ is the predicate.



Which of the following are simple 
sentences?

1. I am hungry.
2. The door was locked.
3. I will always love you.
4. Chelsea win again!



Simple Sentences

•They all were!

•Each one had only a subject and a predicate.

Fo’ Sho.



Task

Complete these sentences:

•The golf ball hit _____
•Dan walked to ______
•The dog bit ________

What type of sentences are they?



In your books write down five simple sentences based on the pictures

Swap with a partner and identify the 
subject, verb and object of their 

sentences



Simple –

Compound –

A simple sentence is made up 

of one clause and a predicate

The night was dark.

Communicates more than one 

idea. Joined by ‘and’/‘or’/‘but’.

The night was dark AND the 

moon was hidden.



Compound Sentences

• Compound sentences consist of two or more clauses 
where the clauses could also be separate sentences.  
You would normally connect compound sentences 
with a conjunction such as ‘but’ or ‘and’ or ‘or’

• e.g.

• She thought she had flu, but it was only a cold.

• This could be separated into:  She thought she had 
flu.  It was only a cold.



A compound sentence joins two sentences 
together using a connective e.g.

The cat sat on the mat and then the cat ran off.

Using the connectives below turn your partner’s simple 
sentences into compound sentences.

And Then Next Because

But Or So



Compound Sentences

The night was dark     and     the moon was hidden

Clause 1 Clause 2
Link 
Word



Which of the following are 
compound sentences?

1. Every cloud has a silver lining.

2. I was tired before but I’m ok now.

3. I read all of the Narnia books and I went to see 
it at the cinema.

4. I got up to get a drink of water and a biscuit.

5. I went to FootLocker first before going on to 
JD sports and I saw my sister.



Description/Narrative – WJEC Advice

• These are almost exactly the same and can be approached in similar 
ways

• Important to consider the question and respond coherently, 
accurately and clearly.

• Room to plan is given – use it!

IT WAS A TOWN OF RED BRICK, or of brick that would have been red if the smoke and 
ashes had allowed it but as matters stood it was a town of unnatural red and black like 
the painted face of a savage. It was a town of machinery and tall chimneys, out of 
which interminable serpents of smoke trailed themselves for ever and ever, and never 
got uncoiled.



Description/Narrative – WJEC Advice

• Narrative writing question will give you a title and you write the story.

• Descriptive writing will ask you to “describe” a scene or a memory or 
a “time where you….”

• They are VERY similar except the descriptive piece MUST go into more 
detail as the surroundings and the environment!

The mothers grab a child each and frogmarch them out of the gate into the street, one yanking 
her child’s arm behind her, and another demanding to know what her little boy had spent the 
day doing. 



“…the descriptive piece MUST go into more detail as 
the surroundings and the environment…”

As an observer
•Act like a fixed camera – recording what is seen and heard around you. 
For example, you could be sat in a stadium recording what is going on in a 
sporting event, observing what is happening around you. Remember that a 
camera can zoom in close to look at specific details and individuals. 

As an observer
•Act like a moving camera – recording the events as they unfold around you, 
whilst you move around. 
For example, you could be moving through a funfair or a market, trying to 
convey the sights, sounds and atmosphere. 

Examiner tip
The best responses establish a relationship with the reader through the 3rd person, 
often using humour and other devices such as snatches of dialogue to keep the 
reader interested. 



The Senses

To stimulate a reader's imagination, descriptive language needs to be focused on 
the senses, thus it is sometimes called sensory description. This kind of writing is 

said to create imagery in the reader's mind, which means that they are brought to 
feel that they can sense the thing being described.



Example Question



Description/Narrative Examples

• Which of the following are the best? What are the 
weaknesses/strengths?







Sample Answer 3

Approaching the beach front, it is clear that the sun has invited all and sundry to soak up its rays. Barely an inch of the shimmering soft sand is visible
to the eye. Instead, a multi coloured carpet of beach towels covers the glittering, golden sea front. Dotted here and there are the ubiquitous deck
chairs; the rental ones of green and white stripes that have seen better days, groan and creek under the unexpected heaviness of those who have
squeezed themselves into the already fraying seaside seats. The indentation can be seen even from here.

Further on to the beach, the old, battered beach huts defiantly stand tall and proud, their newly acquired coats of blue barely disguising the cracks
beneath. This does not deter the determined visitors, however. It is the first hot day of the year and the crowds are out in force.

In front of the beach huts, locals loll and lie lazily, looking out to sea through huge designer sun-glasses or through an upraised hand used to shelter
their eyes from the sun’s glare. They tolerate the visitors in the knowledge that a day such as this one will only grace us with its presence a handful of
times between now and September. All walks of life congregate here: the young and the old, the overly excited toddlers who run wildly around,
screaming and giggling, and the slightly more reserved teenagers, for whom a day breaking free of the shackles of revision was too tantalisingly
tempting to turn down.

Next to an elderly couple who ‘tut-tut’ at the crimes splashed all over the local newspaper, sits a family of four who are deciding whether to immerse
themselves in the invitingly cool waters of the sea. The father deliberates the most while the relentless heat beats down, causing the sand to sparkle
iridescently under the sun’s oppressive rays. Impatiently, the little ones run off towards the water’s edge, racing each other to greet the tide as it
draws tantalisingly closer and tickles their toes by way of a welcome. Just behind the children races the mother, her watchful eye ensuring their
safety. Reluctantly, the father joins them, bemoaning the fact that his sun-tan lotion is barely dry.

To the right of the brightly coloured towels left marking the territory of the family, like soldiers keeping guard, a queue is forming. The alluring aroma
of pizza slices and hot-dogs travels temptingly through the air, turning heads and twitching noses as it does so. For some, the rumble of their
stomachs draws them on and the snake of the queue swishes to and fro.

After a while, the beach grows lonelier and lonelier as its guests begin to leave, one by one. Grey clouds have eclipsed the sun and it seems as if it will
stay hidden for some time. A chill develops in the air. The family from earlier are now packing away, the tender towels having dried them all – the
mother lovingly ensuring that the little ones are covered up from the sun’s threats, while the father’s red face tells a story of sunburn that will keep
him awake in the night until the red becomes a peel of white.

As the warmth of the sun’s embrace gives way to the evening’s cooler touch, the crowds disperse. Left in their wake is a tired looking beach strewn
with empty bottles and crusts of pizza carelessly abandoned on the not so shimmering sea-front. As day gives way to dusk and nature reclaims its
shores and sands, the scavenging seagulls soar and swoop to devour the discarded delicacies left by visitors and locals alike. Their cries and screams
sound like mocking laughter as the sun remains in its hiding place until it feels like inviting all and sundry to the sea-front to bask in its glow once
again.



WJEC Marks

Sample answer 1 had  4/20 for content and 3/15 for SPaG. 7/35
Makes no sense. Not planned. No sense of characters. Pretty 
awful.
----------
Sample answer 2 had  10/20 for content and 6/15 for SPaG. 
16/35
Lacks some control. Lacks focus on task. Some sense of audience.  
----------
Sample answer 3 had  16/20 for content and 12/15 for SPaG. 
28/35
Some maturity; sustains interest; lively style; well planned. 



Example Question
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Can you list some good and bad things about being a teenager in the 21st 

century?

What positives and negatives are there of being aged 13-19?

I can explain

Rydw i'n gallu esbonio

My responses to a stimulus 

quote.

I can explore

Rydw i'n gallu archwilio

Expository writing and its 

structure.

I can apply

Rydw i'n gallu weithredu

Expository writing to a 

written response of my 

own.

POSITIVES NEGATIVES





A/A*

B/C

D/E

F

U

A/A*

B/C

D/E

F
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UNIT TWO - SECTION B
SAME MARK SCHEME WHETHER YOU DO EXPOSITION, 
NARRATION OR DESCRIPTION



Band Communicating and organising Band Writing accurately

5
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fully engage the reader’s interest 
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• Ideas are convincingly developed with detail, 

originality and creativity 

• Secure and coherent structure; there is 
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writing 
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• Use a wide range of ambitious and appropriate 

vocabulary confidently to create effect or convey 

precise meaning 

• Appropriate and effective variation of sentence 

structures 

• Virtually all sentence construction is controlled and 

accurate 

• A range of punctuation is used confidently and 

accurately Virtually all spelling, including that of 

complex irregular words, is correct 

• Control of tense and agreement is totally secure 

• Very secure command of grammar 



Reform

Pick two of your point from the starter (either positive or negative).

WHY do you feel they are a good or bad thing about being a teenager?

One good thing about being a teenager in the 21st

century is….because…

One bad thing about being a teenager in the 21st

century is…because…





Band Communicating and organising Band Writing accurately

Band

_____

Mark

_____

Grade

_____

• Mature and perceptive writing

• Sustained and effective writing with techniques that 

fully engage the reader’s interest 

• Appropriate register is confidently adapted to 

purpose/audience 

• Ideas are convincingly developed with detail, 

originality and creativity 

• Secure and coherent structure; there is 

sophistication in the shape and structure of the 

writing 

Band

_____

Mark

_____

Grade

_____

• Use a wide range of ambitious and appropriate 

vocabulary confidently to create effect or convey 

precise meaning 

• Appropriate and effective variation of sentence 

structures 

• Virtually all sentence construction is controlled and 

accurate 

• A range of punctuation is used confidently and 

accurately Virtually all spelling, including that of 

complex irregular words, is correct 

• Control of tense and agreement is totally secure 

• Very secure command of grammar 


