
Theme 1: Issues of relationships

The big picture
Below is a summary of the key questions to think about for this theme:
• What is the nature of relationships?
• Why are there different attitudes to adultery and divorce?
• What is the nature and purpose of sex?
• How are the nature and purpose of marriage expressed through

marriage ceremonies?
• Should divorced individuals be allowed to remarry in places of worship?
• Should same-sex marriages be allowed in a place of worship?
• Do men and women have equal roles in leading worship?

Issues of relationships
Your study is divided into three areas:

Relationships
Beliefs attitudes and teaching about the nature and purpose of relationships in
the twenty-first century: families; roles of women and men; marriage outside
the religious tradition; cohabitation; the nature and purpose of marriage as
expressed through marriage ceremonies; adultery and divorce.

Sexual relationships
Teachings and attitudes about the nature and purpose of sex, the use of
contraception and same-sex relationships.

Issues of equality: gender prejudice and
discrimination
Attitudes towards the roles of women and men in worship and authority.

For all three areas, make sure you know sufficient detail from two
different religions or religious traditions about these three areas.
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Key concepts

®

% Adultery is voluntary sexual
intercourse between a married person
and a person who is not their spouse.

Divorce is to legally end a marriage.

Cohabitation is to live together in
a sexual relationship without being
married or in a civil partnership.

Commitment is a sense of dedication
and obligation to someone or
something.

Contraception is methods used to
prevent a woman from becoming

pregnant during or following sexual
intercourse, e.g. artificial or natural.

f ^Jl Gender equality is when people of all
\ Kj genders enjoy the same rights and

opportunities in all aspects of their lives.

Responsibilities are actions or duties
you are expected to carry out, such as
looking after family members.

•

Roles are the position, status or
function of a person in society,
e.g. a police officer, as well as the
characteristics expected of them, e.g.
to obey the law.
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