	Structure
	Function

	Cell body / centron
	Contains a nucleus and granular cytoplasm

	Cytoplasm
	Granular; contains many ribosomes

	Nucleus
	Holds DNA

	Nissl granules
	Cytoplasmic granules comprising ribosomes grouped on RER

	Dendrite
	Thin fibre carrying impulses towards cell body. A cell body may have several dendrites.

	Axon
	A long membrane-covered cytoplasmic extension that carries impulses away from cell body. At its end, the axon divides into branches, which form synapses with other neurons. A cell body has only one axon.

	Schwann cells
	Surround and support nerve fibres. In vertebrate embryos, they wrap around the developing axons many times and withdraw their cytoplasm, leaving a multi-layered phospholipid myelin sheath.

	Myelin sheath
	A fatty material secreted by Schwann cells that surrounds some vertebrate neurones. The myelin sheath is an electrical insulator and speeds up the transmission of impulses. It insulates the neurone by preventing the movement of ions into and out of the axon.

	Nodes of Ranvier
	1μm gaps in myelin sheath, where adjacent Schwann cells meet and where the axon membrane is exposed. They allow impulses to be transmitted rapidly.

	Synaptic end bulb
	Swelling at the end of the axon, in which neurotransmitter is synthesised.

	Axon ending / terminal
	Secretes neurotransmitter, which transmits impulse to adjacent neurone.
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