
David Carpanini  
 

David Carpanini is one of Wales' most well known and respected artists. He was born in the Afan 

Valley in Glamorgan in 1946 and trained at Gloucestershire College of Art, the Royal College of Art 

and the University of Reading. He held the post of Professor of Art at the University of 

Wolverhampton from 1992 to 2000.  

 

David was the first Welsh President of the 

Royal Society of Painter - Printmakers. In 

1969 he won the British Institution 

Awards Committee Annual Scholarship for 

engraving and has since exhibited 

regularly at the Royal Academy. He is also 

a member of the NEAC, Royal 

Watercolour Society and Royal Cambrian 

Academy. David has been associated with 

the Fosse Gallery before and has 

exhibited here in the past.  

 

Much of his adult life has been spent in 

England, his paintings, drawings and 

etchings are almost entirely devoted to 

the presentation of the valleys and 

former mining communities of South 

Wales where he was brought up.  

Lonely figures, scarred landscapes, 

perching terraces of houses and ragged 

roadside sheep are the images to which 

he is faithful and to which he attributes 

the development of his creative 

imagination.  

 

 

Although solidly representational, his pictures speak eloquently of abstracts - fear, isolation and 

survival. They are set in Wales but the statements he makes are not confined to the Welsh valleys, 

the feelings they evoke are international.  

Speaking of his work in ' in June 1998, Carpanini acknowledges the key influences on his work as: 

'My inspiration lies in the contemplation of the familiar. I believe that man has a special bond with 

that part of the earth which nourishes his boyhood and it is in the valleys and the former mining 

communities of South Wales, scarred by industrialisation but home for a resolute people , that I 

have found the trigger for my imagination. The stark landscape and the close knit social 

infrastructure are a fundamental part of my own background and I have attempted to use this 

natural drama of the location in order to explore aspects of the human condition.' 

 
1. What year and where was David Carpanini born? 

2. What was he made the first Welsh president of? 

3. Where did he spend most of his adult life? 

4. Describe in  your own words what you think David 

               Carpanini means when he is speaking in his own words about his work? 

        5.     Describe the painting fully.  
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