
GCSE RE Key Words Q1 Christianity

agape Selfless unconditional love. Christians believe that agape 
is shown in Jesus’ sacrifice for others (death on the 
cross)

atonement The belief that Jesus’ death & resurrection healed the 
break-down between humans & God so that humans & 
God could be ‘at one’ again

divine command The belief that something is right because God commands 
it

Holy Spirit One of the 3 persons of the Trinity; Jesus promised his 
disciples that he would send the Holy Spirit after his 
resurrection. Christians believe Holy Spirit is present in 
the world today

incarnation The Christian belief that God became human in the 
person of Jesus. Jesus is fully human & fully God at the 
same time

interfaith dialogue Different faith groups coming together to talk & 
understand each other better. They try to live more 
peacefully together

Messiah the anointed one’ - the person sent by God to save 
humans. Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah

omnibenevolence The belief that God is all-loving and always good

omnipotence The belief that God is all-powerful

omniscience The belief that God is all-knowing



GCSE RE Key Words Q1 Christianity

Think about: 

resurrection The belief that Jesus rose from the dead of the 3rd day 
after his crucifixion. This is celebrated every year on 
Easter Sunday

Trinity The 3 persons of God - the father (God), son (Jesus) and 
continued presence in the world (Holy Spirit)

What is God like? Did God create the universe?

What does it mean to say God 
created human beings ‘in his 

image’?

What is original sin?

How do we know what is right 
& wrong?

What do Christians mean by 
‘love’?

Why are there so many 
different branches of Christianity?

What do Christians so to improve 
life for people in 21st entry 

Britain?

How do Christians work with other 
Christians & people of different 

faiths?


