About a Boy Themes

Single mothers
Loneliness
Bullying
Marriage
Popular culture
Growing up
Suicide
Masculinity
Truth and lies
Fathers
Friendship
Love
Depression

About a Boy Chapter 1

Chapters alternate between Will and Marcus

There is a third person narrator but all of this chapter is about
Marcus' perspective. Reader is immediately introduced to the fact that
Marcus is from a single parent family and Mum is dating.
You would assume that Marcus has become quite close to Roger -
reference to sharing toilet comment.
Marcus' mother imposes her opinions and views on Marcus - she is
vegetarian so she has made Marcus vegetarian.
Marcus continually bringing the conversation back to the pizza makes
the reader think that Marcus is quite immature , young for his age.
"Not when you're a 38yr old working mother......................"
makes us think that she is feeling the burden of being a single mum.
Mum is portrayed as possibly having mental health/depression problems
"his mum was sad ..............".
"his mum said modern films ............." - another sign that mum
inflicts her views on Marcus, also possibly she is the total opposite
of Will who thinks that modern/trendy is the only way to be.
"he thought he ought to say something optimistic" makes us feel that
Marcus needs to make his mum happy (link to her depression) and hints
at that maybe Marcus is a cater to his mum.

About a Boy Chapter 2

Will's perspective.

Chapter starts with a rhetorical question  to get the reader thinking
and get their interest
Proper noun "Will Freeman" introduces the reader in full to Will.
Is this a measure of his masculinity, does it make Will a man to be
able to claim that he has had a one night stand?
£300 on a jacket - vast amount of money to spend, especially back in 1993.
£20 haircut - Will cannot comprehend anyone spending less than that -
portrays Will as having no concept of the true value of money and this
is possibly because he does not have to work for a living.
Although he does not work he seems to manage to have a luxurious life
with all the trappings.
"The bad news was that he hadn't ever had s-x with ............page of
a newspaper or magazine (minus two)"  - does s-x out of wedlock make
Will cool? Does Will have any morals?
"lying about yourself in questionnaires" - Will can't bring himself to
lie/cheat in answers on his precious questionnaires but his whole life
is a lie, questionable, a farce.
"fast car was likely to impress women" - does Will really think that
women are that shallow?
Lexical set - terms linked to theme - "sub-zero",
"..........dry-ice",  "Frosty the Snowman", "hypothermia" - all linked
to the cold, possibly a hint that Will is "cool" but it could also
mean that he is heartless.
"being men's-magazine cool was as close as he had ever come to an
achievement" - if this is Will's only achievement to date then he is
indeed a shallow person!!
"so when he thought about people like him ...............didn't want
to do anything much, (either)" - Will has made a personal choice not
to work, there were many people out of work in 1993 as unemployment
rates were just under 3million and they didn't have a choice in not
going out to work but Will has actually chosen to be out of work.
"Books" - indicates possibly that Will doesn't like reading, thinks it's boring.
Eastenders  - contemporary reference - BBC tv program  in 1993 - very
popular then and is still now.
"less clutter this way" - suggests Will has no clutter, no bonds, no
relationships to nurture or worry about, no sentiment to anyone, no
one to consider or think about except himself.
"Will has been summoned to look at IT" -IT refers to a baby that has
been born recently to his friends, referring to the baby as IT
indicates Will has no interest in finding out if this baby is a boy or
a girl even, let alone what it's name is!! This helps to portray Will
as completely selfish, insensitive, disinterested and self-centred.
"Been burning the candle at both ends?" - what a stupid question to
ask a woman who has just had a baby.
"sodding baby" - makes the reader think that Will has had his nose put
out of joint, IT is getting the attention, and possibly he only wants
to talks about what interests him, Will being self-centred again.
"non sequiter" - contradictions - "right little devil" and "but
.......... he's lovely" - opposites of each other.
"smugly"  makes the reader think that Christine is trying to bait Will
- look what we've got, we're so happy but Will is totally not
interested in anything they have, he hates domesticity, children,
marriage,relationships.
"old, useless and skint" - Will will never see himself as this way,
doesn't believe it will ever happen to him.
"froth" - suggests alcohol.
"frivolity" - fun, good times.
"temporarily" - short period of time.
"he had no use for them" - indicates that Will has no interest in his
friends now because they can't live the type of  life he chooses to
live - clubbing, chasing women etc.
"Godfather? Church and things?...............air crash?" - clump of
rhetorical questions - Will is possibly stalling, thinking of an
excuse or a way to get out of this situation.
Last paragraph - use of "and" several times - connecting conjunction -
makes the reader think that there is a lot coming, lots he will have
to give up.

About a Boy Chapter 3

"every half hour or so" - possibly not sleeping well - worried about mum?
Dinosaur clock - shows reader Marcus is still quite young.
"involved telling his mum" - suggests he has a close relationship with his mum.
"he'd still be who he was" - suggests he is different to the others, a
loner, an outsider.
Macaulay Culkin - contemporary child actor in Home Alone film.
Marcus has experience of getting used to things - "hard things became
softer after while" - eg when dad left.
"terrible, horrible, frightening day" - tripling/rule of 3 to
emphasise how Marcus feels about school.
"he got to school ................., he thought darkly" - Marcus has
quite a pessimistic outlook, his opinions may be influenced by his
mum's thoughts, opinions, possibly her depressive state.
"what was there to laugh at?.................in his experience" -
suggests bullies actively seeking victims.
"wrongs trousers", "wrong haircut"' -suggests there is a right way but
Marcus doesn't have it - possibly another link to bullying.
"Marcus knew he was weird" - he recognises he is different, an
outsider but is he like this because of his mum he also being weird, a
loner, opinionated?
"She just didn't get this, any of it" - suggests again that mum
inflicts her tastes/ views/opinions on Marcus.
Mum has him listening to Joni Mitchell and Bob Marley - her favourite
singers - when all his school friends/peer group are listening to
Nirvana and Snoop Doggy Dogg.
"biggest, loudest, nastiest" - rule of 3/ tripling again emphasising
the main bully in the school.
"harder and meaner" - comparative adjectives to emphasise/display to
the reader that things are worse in London than in Cambridge.
"double Maths" - shows readers that Marcus is quite clever.
"he even had to cross the playground" - danger zone for bullying -
open area, open target for the bullies - for Marcus to do this is
huge, a massive, brave move to cross the playground alone.
One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest - older day film, not current, mum's
influence again possibly?
"big forced grin on" - is Ms Maguire agreeing with the bullies, is she
naive, is she unsure how to deal with the situation, is she
inexperienced, or is she trying to get respect from the rest of the
class and get them on her side by agreeing with them and singling out
Marcus?
"But leaving Marcus.............moment" - Ms Maguire has made the
situation worse for Marcus by agreeing with the bullies, agreeing with
the bullies by naming Marcus in class in front of them. Is it down to
her inexperience as a young teacher?

About a Boy Chapter 4

Pinky and Perky - child cartoon popular at the time - Will detests
children so this would hold no interest at all for him.
"when they met again.............table over and run" - suggests that
Will is quite childish, has tantrum like behaviour.
The title "About a Boy" - reader assumes the Boy is Marcus but
possibly Will could be the Boy due to his immature, selfish,
self-centred, childlike ways.
"I would have been disappointed..............children" - makes the
reader think what is going on? Will normally runs a mile from children
- or is this the start of his preying on single mothers?
"disappointed? Why?" - is Will trying to check something else off his
list or score points in one of his so important questionnaires?
"sexy crow's feet" - this shows the reader she is a more mature woman,
an older woman, far too grown up for Will.
"he decided that..........would have been none" - Will thinks that she
is ruined/spoilt because she has a child and he thinks that she will
be unattractive to most other men because they have the same views as
him about children - he has therefore found an opening in the market
for attractive grateful women but he has to tolerate the children! He
can become Uncle Will!
"a woman without a man..........all that stuff" - quite feminist ideas.
"He could go out with women..........Julie Christie forever" - this
shows the reader again that Will is hung up on the looks - has to look
good.
"better looking, better lover, better person" - Will is making himself
feel even better than he thought he was - boosting his ego.

About a Boy Chapter 5

"bad,bad sign" - repetition to emphasise Marcus' mum's depression.
Symptoms of depression -loss of appetite , tearfulness, face all
puffed up, snotty from crying.
Page 26 first paragraph -comments on breakfast cereals shows Marcus'
childlike, immature attitude - hung up on cereal choices whilst mum is
suffering from depression.
Marcus does not know what is wrong with mum and tries to  work out
what is upsetting her.
"he'd forgotten about it all by the time he was inside the school
gates" - Marcus worrying about facing the bullies now, more than what
is happening to mum with her illness.
"Marcus felt he was being left out deliberately ............." - his
friends don't appear that pleased to see him, not welcoming and don't
appear to be that close a friend to Marcus.
Page 28 - last 2 sentences - making jokes about girls and s-x -
poignant because Marcus, Nicky and Mark are all odd ones out, loners,
weird and are probably not the best looking boys in the school, not
exactly attracting all the  girls in the school.
Marcus deals with the bullies by thinking about different things -
types of fruit, types of chocolate bars etc.
Nicky deals with the bullies by ignoring them and staring out of the window.
Nicky and Mark tell Marcus to leave them alone - they feel that Marcus
is attracting the bullies and if Marcus goes away then so will the
bullies.
"but insults were hurled in just the same way as missiles" - reference
possibly to the nursery rhyme "sticks and stones" - however words can
hurt just as much as physical attacks, bruises etc.

About a Boy Chapter 6

"I'm a single father, "....................." repetition - Will is
trying to fix his lie in his mind - to make it sound convincing,
believable.
"He was too young" although he is 36years old he is very immature.
"too old" - Will is still making excuses - paragraph continues with
all manner of excuses for Will not having already had children.
"Angie had so far proved .................end of his supply" so far
Will had only managed to get 1 single mother - Angie.
Will is finding it hard to meet any more single mums so he invents Ned
an imaginary son, and joins a single parents group SPAT with the sole
purpose of meeting available single mums.
VSO - Voluntary Services Overseas.
"Most people would not have bothered...............then a bookshop" -
this paragraph makes the reader think when is Will ever just himself?
Contrast of the 2 cars - 1 is beaten up and scruffy and the other 1 is
flash, clean, tidy and expensive -Will's car indicates money, the
other car has stickers all over it which indicates visits to all
manner of children's places.
The reason the SPAT party is not in full swing when Will arrives is
because most of the other single parents are still waiting for
babysitters to arrive and relieve them before they can come to the
party. Will is used to large, busy, overcrowded nightclubs so the SPAT
party is bound to be a disappointment to him anyway.
"No. My mother's looking after him"  - Will refers to his imaginary son Ned.
"I've had trouble before though" - Will realises he has made an error
being so punctual as most single parents run late due to having to
rely on others to look after their children. Will feels he needs to
make his punctuality more plausible and to make himself look more
single dad-ish.
Reference to Lorena Bobbitt tshirt (research this on the Internet).
This tshirt is being worn by Moira 1 of the single mums that has
arrived at the SPAT party - is she a supporter of Lorena Bobbitt?
Will scans the room as people arrive and settles on Suzie - a tall,
blonde, pale and nervy-looking woman.
Will picks her because she looks good - tall, blonde - his type.
The fact that she is pale and nervy-looking indicates to him that she
will be easy to get into bed and grateful for any attention he gives
her.
Most of the women in the group, according to Suzie, are men haters and
listening to their reasons why, Will almost feels ashamed enough of
being a man he could cut off his own part!!!

About a Boy Chapter 7

"some things carried on as normal" - this hints at possibly a lot of
things are not normal.
Marcus tries to make mum feel better by telling her things about
Lindsay (dad's new girlfriend).
Does Marcus like Lindsay's mum just because she gives him £5? Does
Marcus have any particular interest in the money?
"Only 3 children in the shop at a time" - stereotyping children,
Marcus doesn't like to be judged the same as other children yet Marcus
does the same - smoking, drinking comment.
Coping mechanism for Marcus - just switching off, focussing on just
one thing to block everything else out.
"oi Mohammed " - bullies possibly racist, assuming every Pakistani is
called Mohammed.
He found his pockets were stuffed full of sweets and gum - how did
they get there? he had not noticed because Marcus had completely
blocked everything out.
"Keep out of their way" - should Marcus have to resort to this to
avoid the bullies? Is Mr Patel telling Marcus this, as advice because
this how Mr Patel deals with/copes with the bullies?
Marcus finds it difficult to deal with his mum's depression, her
behaviour - "lying on the floor with a coat draped over her watching
children's cartoons" - missing work, he cannot understand her
behaviour/her illness - he is too young and cannot see a physical
injury to help explain the illness.
Marcus does not feel that his mum is fulfilling her duties as a mum,
it is her job to look after him and care for him -"it was her job to
stop him feeling bad, simple as that".
"long low sobs, that terrified him" - another reference to how young
Marcus is and how he just does not understand his mum's illness.
"Tant pis" - french for tough shit.
Marcus is putting his blame for the trouble with the bullies onto his
mum, because he is angry and confused with her behaviour due to the
depression.
Starting to make connections between Will and  Marcus, the circle they
are both involved in - links mum and Marcus to Susie and the SPAT
group - impending picnic on Saturday and eventually to Will as he has
now joined the SPAT group with his imaginary sons Ned.
Vasectomy link between Marcus and Will -they have both been listening
to too much men hating talk from the SPAT women possibly?
Marcus has a lot going on / a lot to deal with for his age.

About a Boy Chapter 8

"What a b itch" - Susie's reaction to what Will has just said about
his fictitious ex-wife.
"you're too nice" - Susie is completely wrong about Will - he really
is not nice but she is totally taken in by Will or rather the Will
Will has created.
" he already had a cast of three............" -his mother was already
actually dead so it shows us that Will doesn't have much intention of
a long-lasting, meaningful relationship.
"thespian resources" - Will admitting he is an actor.
"he'd lose the point of himself, somehow" - Will is starting to
believe his own lies, the fantasy he is creating.
Will would rather keep up the act than get caught. He is falling into
his own traps, starting to believe this pretend life and hoping that a
make believe Ned will suddenly appear and save him from getting caught
out.
"Marcus, the weird kid.............humming tunelessly" - is Marcus
trying to stop a song from slipping out?
"You two are the first, actually" -Will being sarcastic .
"While Will stood awkwardly" - Will would be expected to help Susie
with the buggy - being a single father he should know how
difficult/awkward this is.
"Right. What a shame" - Will makes a general assumption that all boys
like football and he is trying to score points with Susie by getting
on with Marcus.
"Nobody does. Only old people" - Marcus has just given Will the worst
insult possible calling him old because Will sees himself as young,
hip, cool, trendy.
Marcus makes Will feel outdated by making Will think he has missed out
on a Joni Mitchell revival - Will prides himself on being up on pop
culture, this is important to him.
"Anyway, she's not nuts with you. She's.................two of us" -
Marcus aware that only he sees his mum unhappy/ill - only the 2 of
them.
"I see her at least.................... Jesus " - Susie is clearly
under pressure with all her commitments, being a single parent
herself.
Will is not listening to Susie as they are talking at cross purposes -
she is talking about Marcus' mum's illness, Will is talking about
missing the Joni Mitchell revival, can't believe he doesn't know about
this as he prides himself on being up to date on  popular culture and
the magazines must be rubbish because he has missed the Joni Mitchell
revival "I'm giving up those magazines. They're useless" - there
hasn't been a Joni Mitchell revival it's just that Marcus and Fiona
listen to old-fashioned music and that is where the confusion has come
from.
Will is totally unimpressed with the picnic - thinks why on earth
would anyone want to have a picnic in the park.
Notice -  Marcus is throwing bread AT the ducks not to them.
"you miss him don't you?" "who?" - Will hasn't got a clue what Susie
is talking about and has momentarily forgotten about his son Ned
-Susie thinks he is playing down how much he misses his son Ned!!
Susie is starting to loosen up and starts to talk about her ex -Dan.
"He trailed off hopefully" - Will is trying to reel Susie in.
Marcus interrupts their conversation and the chapter ends leaving the
reader anticipating what will come next.

About a Boy Chapter 9

"the trendy bloke................. with Susie" - Marcus can see
exactly what Will is and what he is trying to do.
"Marcus looked up at him,................after all" - Marcus  is
judging Will on what he can do for him.
"It was then that Marcus saw...................to anyone ,ever" - has
Marcus had a vision of his mum, does it link to the events that are
about to happen?
"Marcus was never able to ....................done it" - did Susie
come back with Marcus that day because she felt guilty, not doing
enough to help Fiona with her depression?
"It was only then it occurred ........................badly on him" -
Marcus thinks it's his fault.
"Scariest thing" - the scariest because it is just him and mum in the
family unit  and if he loses her he will be completely on his own and
will have to deal with another life change.

About a Boy Chapter 10

"He would have liked nothing better................for it" - Will's
driving style suggests immaturity.
"Like what?" "I don't know. Think of something" - you would expect
Will as a single dad to be able to suggest something to stop the baby
crying"
"absorbed almost to the point of enjoyment" - Will doesn't have a busy
life as he is not working so this is a bit of excitement for him.
"oldest 12year old in the world" - Marcus has had to grow up quickly,
having realised he might lose mum and be completely on his own.
(another reference to there just being Marcus and Fiona in the family
unit).
"Supposing they think she is though" - Marcus is concerned that the
hospital staff will think his mum is a drunk or a druggie and judge
her as just that or worse treat her like she is one of those.
"Will bought his clothes....................then that was her lookout"
- this shows us Will's selfish side, his lack of concern for anybody
else.
"Again the momentary blankness, Ned and Paula.................his
ex-wife and son" - Will forgets momentarily who Susie is referring to
- his lies are catching up on him.
"It had all been very interesting , but he wouldn't want to do it
every night" - Will does not appear to have any intention of seeing
Susie again.

About a Boy Chapter 11

Marcus' mum sounds desperate, it's hopeless - her illness has taken over.
The letter is just like her life, she doesn't want to stop living but
cannot see any reason to continue.
Laughing - Fiona is bipolar, she has extreme highs and lows.
Marcus is angry with his mum. He is worried that he can't look after
her all the time - the worries of being a young carer.
"Two wasn't enough, that was the trouble" - again the idea that Marcus
feels the need to increase the numbers in his family unit.
"They decided to have a quiet, normal evening.
They...................it said it was funny on the back of the box"
-Marcus has vetted the video film so that his mum does not see
anything to do with death, to protect her, doesn't want her to think
about death again so soon after her suicide attempt.
"I'd like to see how it turns out" - does Fiona want to see the end of
the film to see if the man in the film does kill himself, succeeds in
committing suicide? Or is she just enjoying the film? Or is she
watching the film as a means of escaping her own life, watching it
rather than thinking about her own problems?

About a Boy Chapter 12

"He might not......................lack of achievement" - Will is
quite aware that he does nothing, there is no purpose in his life.
"he never spoke to girlfriends...................ex-girlfriends" - do
the relationships end badly so that Will doesn't remain friends with
his ex-girlfriends?
"pick people up" - suggests Will sees these women as objects - not
real people with feelings, looking for love, commitment etc.
"did the job" - they fill in the gap's in Will's life.
Will has managed to fill his life with everyday things and doesn't
think he would have enough time to do a job as well - "not enough
time" (end of page 71, top of page 72).
"He even enclosed a CV,................had got lost somewhere" - he
hasn't done enough in his life to fill a CV, his CV would be the
equivalent of a school leaver, no experience, no previous jobs
history.
The fact that Will leaves out a page of his CV on the job applications
he does send out shows us that he is only half-heartedly applying for
these jobs anyway and has no real interest in getting a job.
"all a dreamy alternative" - Will is a dreamer, a drifter.
"He couldn't say that the need for change  burned within him terribly
fiercely" - why would it bother Will when he makes £40,000 a year for
doing absolutely nothing?!!!
"twenty - time......................toilet - day" - Will has quite a
dull, boring, mundane existence.
"Maybe he could really..............do something with those two" -
makes reader think that possibly Marcus and Fiona have had an effect
on Will.
"an avuncular". - be an uncle to Marcus.
Malevolent - to show a wish to do evil to others.
"So there it was........................first place" - sarcasm, humour.
"Will bought a Time Out...................to do on a Saturday
afternoon" -Will is trying to work out what 12year olds would be up to
, but Marcus is not your average 12year old.
Loco parentis - Latin term meaning " in the place of a parent".
Will thinks there is nothing for youngsters to do after becoming too
old to be interested in Blue Peter and not being old enough to sign on
the dole.
Apathetic - means showing no feeling, interest, concern, enthusiasm.
"Right. Hey,......................around the bush" - Marcus is just
that way, blunt, to the point, direct.
Does Marcus want to take mum with them because he is scared to leave
her alone? Is he worried that she will try to kill herself again? Or
possibly is he trying to get his mum and Will together? Link to
increasing the family unit?
"Sarcasm, Will was beginning.................irresistible" - Will has
found a way of taking the mickey out of Marcus as Marcus does not
understand sarcasm.
"England, the world, the universe" - again Will is being sarcastic.

About a Boy Chapter 13

Marcus is trying to matchmake between his mum and Will.
"four would be twice as good as two" -Fiona, Will, Marcus and Ned.
Marcus has a very naive way of looking at how relationships work "they
could have a baby" - there is a lot more to it than that!!
"completely on their own" - Marcus is trying to build up his safety
net, increase the family unit.
Marcus is not really thinking about whether Will would be a suitable dad.
"It wasn't as if he didn't know anything about Will.............."
Marcus has started to notice that Will does not appear to have a
girlfriend, a little boy etc shows the readers that he is not a stupid
boy.
"Hi. I'm Will" he said "We've....Well......I" - ellipses show how
awkward Will feels about meeting Fiona again, the last time he had
seen her was at the flat when she was lying in her own vomit having
tried to kill herself.
"Pleasure. I hope...........I hope you've........." - Will is really
struggling to find the right words to say, he really does not know
what to say to her - he is clearly awkward, uncomfortable, at a loss
as to what to say.
"This is mine. The one...............what a mess" - Will is trying to
brush down the child's car seat which is messy but is this normal
behaviour - to draw attention to an everyday necessary item? Is he
trying to draw their attention to the car seat to make Ned feel more
real?
"It's got to be the sort of famous..................." - Marcus is
implying that Will is not that with it, Will prides himself on being
hip, cool and trendy so he finds this hurtful, offensive.
Top of page 83 - Marcus is desperate to develop a relationship between
Will and Fiona so he is grasping at every small detail to make it
bigger, a link between the two of them.
Top of page 84 - Marcus wants his mum and Will to get together and
this shows he is naive, young, childish.
"Two was a dangerous number" - Marcus is very much aware that there is
only him and mum in his family unit, he sees how alone he will be
without her.
"He simply wanted people" - Marcus is desperate to build the numbers
in his family group.
John Major - Conservative Prime Minister at the time.."
Most of page 85 - Marcus is trying to force conversation between Fiona
and Will, he is desperate for them to get on, forge a relationship.
"Ummm...........Well yes........then remembered" - Marcus has noticed
that Will appears vague, he does not appear very convincing.
Kramer vs Kramer - a film in 1979 about a divorced man who had to
learn to care for his son on his own and then later in the film the
mother fights the father for custody of the child.
"The food arrived.................noticed" - they did not notice
because they were lost in conversation.
"Marcus dug happily" - Marcus is happy because it appears to him that
Will and Fiona are getting on really well.

About a Boy Chapter 14

"she didn't look the way.................women to look" - writer is
showing us Will's shallow side again.
1st paragraph Will's thoughts are a stream of consciousness -
definition - a person's thoughts and conscious reactions to events
perceived as a continuous flow. A literary style in which one's
thoughts and feelings are depicted in a continuous and uninterrupted
flow.
"Last thing he wanted to do...........upset her" - Fiona is suicidal
so Will doesn't want to feel responsible for upsetting her. Is this
because he doesn't want to be to blame? Has he started developing
feelings and a sense of responsibility for Marcus?
"He had to say.............kill herself" - it is quite sick that Will
should find this interesting/entertaining. Does he like the drama and
entertainment because he has no real life or function himself?
"replace soup kitchens.....................jobs" - doing his bit for
society, he now feels he is doing his bit by by looking after Marcus
and Fiona, they have become his charity case.
Mother Teresa , Florence Nightingale - famous saintly people - does
Will see himself like them, saints, for helping Fiona and Marcus?
Sincerity - means meaningful, honest, true
"She mean't Knocking on Heaven's Door" - is this a reference to her
recent suicide attempt?
"Killing Me Softly With Her Song" - another reference to death or her
suicide attempt?
"half-syllable...........choking out of his mouth" - Will is clearly
uncomfortable.
Will finds it very difficult to understand how Fiona would want to
kill herself - it is very difficult to understand tha level of
depression unless you have experienced it yourself.
"and as the drink..........imagine that he ever would" - will he ever
understand?
"when it came down to it,......................it up now" - Will has
realised that his life is good,simple, uncomplicated.
"Oh. Right. Come in................rising tide of panic" - Will is
panicking because there is absolutely no evidence whatsoever in the
flat to demonstrate he is a dad and that a child, Ned, lives there
with him. Is he panicking because he fears he has been or is about to
be found out?
"I'm dying for a pee" - does Marcus really need the toilet or does he
want to be able to snoop about Will's flat to see if he can confirm
his suspicions about Will not really having a child?
"Ooooooh. I'm scared" - Will is being sarcastic here - is he really
scared, does Will really think that Marcus will upset his mum and tell
her what he has found out about Will's pretend life?
What will people think if they find out that Will has been preying on
single mums for gratitude?

About a Boy Chapter 15

"Will is the visitor not the visited" - key quote.
1st paragraph - Marcus knows if he tells his mum and Susie what he has
found  out about Will they will stop him from seeing Will - pedophile
worry/not normal behaviour for a grown man to become friends with a
child just for the sake of being friends/society would be suspicious -
remember at the time this book was written there was the terrible case
of murder of Jamie Bulger.
"to work out what it was worth" - Marcus wants to find out what's in
it for him before he makes a decision.
"that's very nice of you, Marcus.......................my own" - Will
is being sarcastic again, Marcus again has no idea he is doing this.
"Will had cable, Marcus noted for future reference" - in 1993 there
were only 4 channels - BBC1, BBC2, ITV and Channel 4 - therefore cable
television would be of great interest to a 12 year old and Marcus has
noticed this.
Top half of page 96 - Will is trying to get rid of Marcus - he is not
used to having any visitors.
Double Indemnity - 1944 film
The Big Sleep - 1946 film
"Hellhound 3 or Boilerhead" -  horror films out at the time - Marcus
has watched these films and they didn't scare him but possibly his
perspective on death has changed since his mum tried to commit
suicide? Is this why he wouldn't want posters of them on his walls
now?
"Will sighed . I don't know. Because...................died, probably"
- silly thing for Will to say to Marcus.
"Marcus looked at him....................who took drugs and died" -
again reminding Marcus of his mum's attempted suicide.
Will has all the latest kitchen gadgets but they are not used -are
they just for show? Are they too difficult for Will to use? Does he
think they make him look more cool?
"Shut up, Marcus" - Will is clearly being interrogated by Marcus and
it is making Will uncomfortable.
"I'm not a school sort.............personality type" - Marcus and his
mum are both introverts. Get the feeling that Marcus knows a bit about
personality types - maybe he has touched on this subject with his mum?
"Marcus was interested in that 'old enough" -  Marcus reminds Will all
the time about how old he is - Will is clueless about 12year olds.
"And yes.......................once every couple of months" - Marcus
is happy to live with a bad haircut because it means mum is still
around to do that haircut.
"Will seemed to think they should have proper conversations" - Marcus
is not used to talking to any other adults except his mum.
"What he felt...................a horrible fear" - Marcus fears all
the time that he will go home sand find mum dead.
"In fact, the main reason...................going back to the flat" -
Marcus goes to Will's so that he can delay going home, is he scared of
finding mum dead?
"it was all he could do...................or something" - Marcus has
this terrible fear all the time, it is making him ill.
"all the time, all the time, all the time" - repetition, rule of 3 -
emphasising Marcus' feelings.
"Fucking hell." " Said Will" - Will swears because he is amazed at how
bad Marcus is feeling.
"Marcus didn't know why Will had sworn.................feel better" -
possibly Marcus feels that it is a huge thing he is dealing with
because even Will is shocked enough to swear.
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1st paragraph - "periods of blankness" might refer to Marcus worrying
about going home, his mum and what he may find when he gets there.
"waiting for the buzzer" - is Will looking forward to Marcus' visits
and therefore waiting in for Marcus? Is this a possible change in
Will's behaviour and is there a relationship building up with Marcus?
"and as he served no purpose............." - Will feels that he is
serving a purpose with Marcus.
"Will would be relieved.............else" - Will trying to sound cool,
acting as if he is not bothered when/if Marcus' visits should stop.
"The thing was,................not in his genes" - joke about Santa
Claus - not real, and yet because of the song his father had made
about Santa Claus, Will has everything in real life he wants so to him
Santa is real and delivers.
"Eastenders and The Bill" - not real life, real stuff - just TV programmes.
"but he'd never....................sofa before" - Will is the visitor,
not the visited so is the real stuff Marcus?
"No wonder then, that.................do with it" - Will ferrying to
Mar us as it.
Incongruous - not in keeping, out of place, unsuitable.
"That figured Will thought.................." - another world Will has
absolutely no knowledge about or interest in.
"Will could see how sad this was.............." Will has no
difficulties dealing with Marcus' difficult life and yet he has no
relationships of his own to have given him understanding, empathy,
insight. Is this why Will is lonely?
"What do you think you are doing?................like thumping
someone" - Will must have developed some feelings for Marcus to want
to hit these 2 boys.
"Will would never have run.................million years" - Will does
not see himself as violent or a threat.
"Marcus had helped.................watching TV" - is Marcus switched
off or has he become desensitised to these bullies so much that it
just doesn't bother him anymore?
"You're like the teachers at school.........keep out of their way" -
we get the impression here that no one is dealing with the bullies,
are the teachers unable to deal with them? Are they incapable of
dealing with Marcus' persecution because of the way he dresses, acts
etc - making himself a target, not helping himself?
"and it broke Will's heart" - this shows us that Will actually cares
about Marcus - change of feelings for Will.
"You make yourself obvious" - Will can see Marcus is different to
other 12year olds - Marcus doesn't.
"Yeah, right with a moustache" - Will being sarcastic again.
"You can be as weird...............outside"  - Will is trying to make
Marcus invisible to the bullies, camouflage him, by making him blend
in, look  like all the others.
"Will caught sight of the pair of them in a mirror..........." - Will
has finally noticed he has aged - is it down to the stress of the
issues he is dealing with, with Marcus and his mum, Fiona?
"sheep" - follow the rest, one of the crowd.
"Baaaa" - socially inept - Marcus isn't confident or aware of how to
behave in certain situations, i.e. In public places.
"The whole idea.............sheep" - learn to blend in, become one of the crowd.
"Never mind how much it costs" - Will not bothered with cost, Marcus
is however -  is mum careful with money? Does Marcus notice the prices
because he is more aware of money coming from a single parent family?
repress - hide a smile. Does the smile mean Marcus is happy? Does he
really want to look the same as everyone else?
beaming  - Will is really happy because he has done something good to
make someone else happy.
munificence -  generosity.
"unnatural high" - drug induced.
Has Will made the bully situation worse? - they have now stolen the
new shoes Will bought for Marcus.
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Marcus is amazed that his mum didn't pick up on the new shoes until he
came home without shoes on.
The way mum is speaking - top of page 114 - suggests she is angry,
amazed, confused even.
Is Marcus' mum shocked because this is a strange thing for a grown man
and a 12year old to forge a friendship - socially unacceptable
possibly? Remember this book is set in the time of the Jamie Bulger
murder - mum could possibly be thinking pedophiles, danger?
Will swearing a lot - is he very annoyed because he is hurt
emotionally, accused of something he hasn't done when he thought all
he was doing was a favour to Marcus?
Mum is unaware that her son,  Marcus is being bullied yet Will, almost
a total stranger has picked up on this quite quickly. Is mum too
wrapped up in her own problems/depression to have noticed? Is she just
a bad mum?
"Marcus suddenly felt exhausted" - Marcus now realises what he has
been putting up with, having heard Will say it. Has Marcus just been
switching off every time he is bullied? Is it that he has not been
connecting the days into weeks and therefore longer periods of time?
"Will laughed, "Yeah. Give him a couple of weeks............great." -
Will is being sarcastic again.
Will swearing a lot now, getting quite upset. " I used to be a kid" -
is Will implying that maybe Fiona hasn't?
"Ow" Marcus shouted "cowabunga" - is Marcus worried that this slanging
match/shouting is leading up to talking about Fiona's suicide attempt?
This is the last thing he wants.
"but it didn't really matter............Fiona understood" - everything
is out in the open now.
" I don't know what I need. Only Will knows what I need" - Marcus is
saying that Will is cool, trendy, knows about this stuff.
"Kids wear what they put on in the morning" - Really? Up to a certain
age maybe kids will wear what mum gives them to put on/puts out for
them to wear but children are more fashion conscious than parents
think.
"Marcus, trust me, ok?............I know what I'm doing" - Fiona
thinks she is doing a good job as a mum, parenting doesn't come with a
handbook but she is confident she is doing a good job.
"Every time he thought............one of them was nuts" - another
reference to the family unit, just the 2 of them, the safety net.
"at least one of them was nuts" - does Marcus think possibly he is
nuts too, as well as his mum?
"Did you always know...........be a vegetarian?" - he has never had a
choice in his diet, never been able to make up his own mind about what
he eats, mum is vegetarian - is it because she won't touch meat or
cook it? Or is she controlling and not allowing Marcus to have a
choice?
"You can when you're older" - mum doesn't think that Marcus is old
enough yet - yet Will thinks that he is more than old enough (example
haircut) - does Fiona want to keep Marcus her baby?
"Disappointed. Disappointment. That...........a lot of things" - Fiona
makes Marcus feel guilty, feel like he is disappointing her - is this
how she controls him? Guilt-tripping him?
"She'd done him again. She always...........anyway" - key quote to
show that mum controls Marcus.
"They thought one thing and did another" - contradicting themselves.
"In Marcus' house it was different" - no contradictions.
"and they'd agreed fashion was stupid" - had they agreed or had mum won again?
"And he'd agreed with her about............arguments" - had they
discussed things or had mum influenced Marcus to her way of thinking?
"You've already lost that argument" -  mum has decided.
"He knows things! Marcus, he doesn't even know he's born" - Fiona is
cross, Will has no idea about the drudge/ hardwork of being a single
parent.
"Because I need a father. It shut her up.................job" - mum is
very aware that Marcus is growing up, she is on her own raising him,
does he need a male role model in his life?
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Start of this chapter "Will noted darkly" - Will swearing, he really
hates the song - Santa's Super Sleigh.
"it was a terrible reminder..........failed in his life" - is Will the
failure? Or is it Will's father who is the failure?
"So Xmas was the season............and, and, and" - and used a lot in
this paragraph to emphasise there is a lot of content/a lot going on
here.
"Will would gladly have swapped..............peace and goodwill" -
makes the reader think Will hasn't had very good experiences of family
Christmas'.
Will is bitter about this song BUT if it wasn't for the song he
wouldn't have such a comfortable, easy, rich lifestyle - "rich, bitter
men and women".
"He was as entitled to a break...............break from" - Will has no
job to have a holiday/break from!
"Marcus' childhood and his own" - Will has made a link/a similarity
between his own childhood and Marcus'.
Will avoided being bullied because he was the bully - is this why Will
is so good at helping Marcus protect himself from the bullies? Will,
having been a school bully, knows exactly what they are looking for in
a victim/target.
"But there was more than a whiff................Fiona's flat" - Will's
father killed himself with malt whisky (alcoholic?) - Marcus' mum
trying to kill herself - another link to similarities in their
childhoods.
"Marcus doesn't need a father" - Will wasn't looking to be Marcus'
father but sees himself more as an older brother/trendy uncle type.
"Are you incapable..........resorting to sarcasm?" - Fiona recognises
and understands Will's constant use of sarcasm.
"Are you free for a drink tomorrow night?" - is Fiona looking for a
new boyfriend? Is she trying to find a new father for Marcus? Is she
genuinely trying to sort things out with Will?
"There was no point in fighting her - even Will finds it difficult to
argue/win with Fiona.
"he listened to what she said..................answered" - Will has
had the best conversation with Fiona than he has had with anyone for a
long time, if ever.
Will does not fancy Fiona at all - Will's shallow side again.
"she was different today............implications of that" - is she
different because she is trying to interest him , snare him as a
boyfriend?
Fug - smoke, foggy.
"Will understood devious men" - Will thinks Marcus and him both have
something in common - they are both devious.
Vulnerable spot - is Marcus turning into a typical teen? finding the
weak spot and pushing it?
Marcus has been crafty - resulting in Will and Fiona meeting up - link
to increasing his family unit.
"rusty, serrated edge." - cutting, sarcastic tone of voice - Will has
no children of his own - how can he be an expert?
Will has already developed feelings for Marcus - metaphorically he is
already in - he can't shut Marcus out.
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Bottom of page 134 - shows Fiona as a caring mum - "She buzzed the
special buzz"  - showing us another side to Fiona not just the
controlling, depressed, opinionated, selfish woman.
"time to ring it and ring it and ring it" - repetition for emphasis -
to show that Marcus will ring the bell until Will answers it.
"lose his shoes..................way home" - is the bullying that bad
or is Marcus exaggerating? Marcus clearly doesn't think the teachers
can make any difference.
"hacked" - verb - untidy, scruffy - is this the normal teenage girl
hairstyle? Is she an outsider?
"Ellie was famous..............quite bad" - she may be an outsider but
she has attitude, a reputation.
"how come every....." - implies she is popular, everyone knows who she is.
"Oi. I'm.............rude" - she is annoyed that Marcus is ignoring
her even though it is ok for her to ignore him.
"Ummmm................Oh yes" - Marcus trying to fill gap, get thinking time.
"He plays for Manchester United" - Ellie is winding Marcus up but he
doesn't have a clue! Kurt Cobain was a pop star not a footballer.
"survival strategies" - "try keeping out of their way" - is this the
best way to deal with the bullies? Is this the best help the school
can give Marcus? Are the teachers intimidated by these pupils?
"if you were going....................practice in first" - maybe
Marcus should have started off by cheeking the teachers first instead
of going over their heads and going straight to the Head.
"normally" - adverb, repetition - this is what normal kids enjoy but
Marcus is not normal, he is different.
"he turned up at school..............took part" - Marcus enjoyed
school, he was accepted, happy.
"but 6 months later.............bit by bit" - Dad going, moving to a
new town, new home, new school, Mum's suicide attempt - are all these
changes to blame for his problems in school now?
Marcus knows what he is doing is wrong and he knows there will be
consequences for truanting from school.
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"rare opportunities for frustration and anger" - Will has such a
boring, purposeless life he looks for excitement .
"cassette" - a context clue to the time the book was written in.
"a little surge of affection for him" - Will showing he has feelings for Marcus.
"absolutely nothing.............same time" - Marcus doesn't ask for
material things - he needs things Will finds it difficult to give -
love, affection, care, consideration and friendship.
"something nagged at him" - Will is putting all the pieces together to
try and work out why Marcus isn't in school.
"wrestled" , "grappled" - implies force - Will doesn't want to care
about Marcus , he is fighting/resisting his feelings.
"that fat bloke" - shared experience between Will and Marcus - both
been watching Countdown together.
"I want you.............football" - Marcus likes Ellie and has
believed every word she has told him about Kirk O'Bane and Manchester
United.
"history..............ummm." - Marcus has been caught out, lie.
"you had to nip out?" - Will sounds like a Dad - interrogating Marcus
to find out why he wasn't in school.
"his voice rose an octave" - shows Marcus' feelings - anger?
Frustration? Shock? Disbelief?
"tell your Mum" - Will wants no responsibility .
"Marcus listen. I'm not............to do with you" - key quote - Will
is not, nor wants to be Marcus' Dad.
"yeah,...............triumph they were" - Will sarcastic again.
"Marcus needed help.............not an adult" - Will sees that Marcus
doesn't need a father figure as Fiona has implied - he needs a guide
to help him through life in the 1990s.
Marcus doesn't have any good role models to copy fashion, music etc.
He has no friends and his Mum Fiona is a hippy!
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"nobody seemed to have noticed" - has Marcus not been noticed because
he is too quiet in class and has been overlooked?
"a friend of mine" - Marcus thinks of Will as a friend, not as a father figure.
"so we've scored" - pulled, got a girlfriend.
"sometimes he didn't.............ignored him completely" - does Mar us
just not understand or is it down to the age gap?
"he'd squash you like a bug, man" - Will is trying to put Marcus off
Ellie, protecting him, saving him from embarrassment.
"Ellie, how old is your boyfriend?" - shows us Marcus' immaturity and
inappropriate questioning.
"my friend Will..............like a bug" - this shows Ellie that
Marcus has spoken about her to other people - has she picked up that
Marcus fancies her?
" I don't believe that...............fix you up" - Ellie is being very
sarcastic, condescending, Marcus has no idea she is winding him up.
"or maybe a triangle............at the bottom" - Ellie is at the top
of the triangle - is she the leader, the pupil everyone looks up to?
"Ellie and Marcus?????????" - note the amount of question marks -why
has Hornby used this many? Is he trying to show the extreme confusion
of the other pupils - Ellie and Marcus? A rather unlikely friendship.
Are some of the pupils thinking uh oh danger - is Ellie about to bully
Marcus? She has a reputation after all.
"Marcus hoped...............lost a life" - Marcus is being quite mean
in thought.
Ellie is the equivalent to Kurt Cobain - she is as much to school as
he was at the time to music.
"boring fuckers" - Marcus has changed his opinion of the other pupils
- he had viewed them as being cool until he met Ellie.
Ellie is clearly frightening and used to not being challenged - no one
argues with her.
"like what?" said Zoe. "a bottle?" - reference to alcohol
"or condoms?" said Ellie - Ellie is implying that Marcus would have a
use for these - is she laughing at him rather than with him?
"Zoe was laughing" - clearly they are laughing at him.
"there's no such thing as bad publicity" - Marcus sees that she is
taking the mickey out of him but it still gives him credit in front of
the others.
Noel Edmonds gunge tank reference.
"the f-ing hell..............bit, last longer" - the shock to the
other pupils seeing Marcus and Ellie together, spending time with each
other.
Even the teachers are worried about Marcus and Ellie being together.
"ok, listen everybody............Come in Marcus"- does Ellie swear to
make herself cool, intimidating?
Does Ellie just see Marcus as a source entertainment? Marcus is funny
and Ellie can see that.
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"bo mbed out of your head" - means stone d, taken dr ugs - Will has
spent the 3 days of Christmas all on his own in a dr ug induced stupor
-  link this to the theme of loneliness and family.
"bosom of a family" - Will does not have a family.
"but a family" - the a in this quote is in italics in the book - is
the writer trying to show us that Will will settle for any family,
will be happy to spend Christmas with any family, just to be part of a
family?
"nut f---ing roast" - vegetarian reference - Fiona's choice but Will
likes to eat meat.
"not watching TV" - Will loves to watch television - Marcus and
Fiona's Christmas is a complete opposite to Will's idea of a family
Christmas.
"he had to be careful though..............opposite direction fast" -
does Will go to Christmas dinner at Marcus' for Marcus' sake? Does he
do it because he has  nothing better to do? No better offer?or does he
feel obliged and not wanting to feel guilty for letting Marcus down?
Top of page 157 - it is unusual to have friends round on Christmas Day
as this is normally a family day but Marcus recognises that Will is
lonely.
"nowhere, but.............." - conjunction makes the reader think that
there is more to be said.
"articulate the cruellest of truths" - forced to say something unkind,
unpleasant, not very nice.
Oblivion - Will escaping Christmas by being stone d, taking dru gs.
Wishbone - part of the carcass of a chicken/turkey that is stripped of
the meat and allowed to dry out - it is then pulled apart by 2people
and the person who has the bigger part of the bone makes a wish hence
the name wishbone.
"if the kid couldn't take a hint" - Will trying to let Marcus down
lightly, hoping that Marcus will realise Will doesn't want to go and
that way Will won't hurt Marcus' feelings.
Strange situation - Dad, Dad's girlfriend, her mother, Fiona, Will and
Marcus all coming together - usually partners do not come together
again with new partners in tow.
Family are pulling together and making an effort to get on together
for Marcus' sake, ensuring his happiness - Will finally sees this (top
of page 160)
The gifts Will gives Marcus and Fiona show that he has given a lot of
thought to them - he could have given them any expensive useless thing
but this shows us that Will has changed.
"looked at him with some interest" - the others are thinking what a
weirdo Will is inventing a child to go to a single parents group.
"p enis shaped chocolate" - very strange present to give to Fiona -
does she laugh because she is embarrassed? Does she like this sort of
thing? Is she pleased with the gift and is laughing with delight?
"silk underwear" - s-xy,  expensive - is this an appropriate gift to
give to your ex-partners new girlfriend? Is Fiona accepting of or
condoning their relationship? Is she acknowledging they have a s-xual
relationship?
"secret history." book - is this a hint to there being secret history
between Clive (Dad) and Fiona (Mum)? Is Fiona trying to give Clive a
coded message - possibly I want you back - trying to remind him of
their past, their history together, their past relationship?
Nick Drake - singer, songwriter.
Dad gives Marcus quite cool , trendy, hip presents but Mum gives
Marcus quite dull, boring, hippy presents however he shows them off
with " pride and enthusiasm" - is Marcus truly happy with his gifts or
is he pretending so that he doesn't hurt Mum's and Dad's feelings?
"almost broke Will's heart............" - shows that Will has
developed feelings for Marcus, he does actually care about him.
"a function of being Marcus, Son of Fiona" - this is the way Marcus
has been brought up.
Marcus has had a boring childhood but he is mindful of other people's feelings.
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Marcus sees ChristmasDay as a bit of a party - he doesn't have much of
a social life with school friends so this is as good a social
experience as he gets
'joints' - hippy culture, smoking cannabis in 1993 - it was illegal
but it was accepted in certain social groups eg. Hippies. Dad was a
60's child.
Marcus has been exposed to his Dad's drug-taking - smoking cannabis -
"he's seen me.............before"  - Clive (Dad) admits he does it all
the time in front of Marcus.
"I wish you hadn't told me" - Mum wanted to remain ignorant to Dad's
drug habit - is this so she doesn't have to deal with it?
"I never smoke any Mum. Dad won't let me" - is this good enough?
Marcus is still subjected to the drugs, it's in the air that he is
breathing so he is taking in some of the drug, passive smoking.
"Ha ha" said Marcus" - Marcus is being sarcastic - this is something
he doesn't normally get at all.
"I don't.............take drugs" - take is a verb, in italics,  -
Clive is being contrary - he doesn't consider that smoking drugs is
taking drugs.
"it's not drug taking. It's.........just normal......." - smoking
cannabis is far from normal and not an acceptable thing to do in front
of Marcus.
"Do you think................own?" - Fiona is suggesting to Lindsey's
Mum that possibly  Lindsey smokes cannabis too, with Clive.
"let's pat it all away...........something" - in other words let's
pretend this hasn't happened , bury heads in the sand.
Will is possibly feeling awkward here as Will also enjoys smoking
joints/cannabis. - there is no evidence that Marcus knows about this
or that Will has smoked cannabis in front of Marcus.
Top of age 167- Will's behaviour suggests he is quite uncomfortable
with the situation.
Suzie ignores Will - is she holding a grudge, not forgiven Will yet?
Why does Will want to leave yet still keeps sitting down again -
bobbing up and down - does he feel like he doesn't want to hurt Marcus
by leaving? Is he thinking he might miss out on entertainment if he
leaves?
"plastic toys that played tunes" - a present that is obviously
influenced by Fiona, she is music therapist for children and clearly
believes in the benefit of music.
"The point is Marcus,...................up by now" - page 170 - links
to the title - is the boy Will then?
"......and Marcus could see that Will...........doing" - we can see
now that Will is a mature, grown-up man - he can see that this
conversation is leading towards Fiona's suicide attempt and has the
sense, experience and maturity to deflect the way the conversation is
going by making a funny comment - "because you threw a bloody great
baguette at a duck's head and killed it, basically".
This makes everyone laugh, instantly forgetting the tension that has
been building up and even Will decides to stay - "Will sat down
again".

No notes for chapters 24 and 25 - teach the teacher sessions.
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First paragraph -
Angel Funhouse - epileptic lights - really bright, flashing a lot
"explosions" and tramps
Appeals to the senses - a place for people to hang out - the wrong
setting for Will and Marcus for a chat.
Will asking Marcus to pretend to be his son.
The 'she' Will refers to is Rachel - the woman he met on New Years Eve.
Marcus is trying to educate Will in how to tell the truth.
Popular culture - Bill is not a cool name, Nirvana and smoking
spliffs/joints is Will's idea of cool.
"rare disease" - Will trying to get his own way by lying to Marcus.
Marcus coming across as quite an intellectual - not falling for Will's
lies and trying to educate Will in the way of truth telling.
efficacy - noun - succeed in doing, ability to.
Will's low self esteem, has a hidden depth - "and the only thing I
could think of that might make her interested".
Robocop and Godzilla - games Mum would not approve of.
"a long pull on his coke" - a long sip.
ostentatiously - vulgar
Urdu - a language - foreign, doesn't understand it.
"Ok. Forget dignity. I...............my girlfriend" - this is so
unlike the Will at the start of the book.
"picnics and babies..................mothers in law" - gives us the
impression that Will is looking for commitment.
"he wanted Rachel..............whole world" - again shows us that Will
is looking for more, commitment, to be tied down - is Rachel the
'One'?
"I don't know. I just feel it in my guts" - Will appears to be
suffering from love sickness - the loss of appetite people often feel
when they first fall in love.
"reciprocation was a pretty powerful stimulant to the imagination" -
idea that they are going back and forth.
Page 150 - Will is trying to educate Marcus - is Will the best person
to teach Marcus about relationships?
Top of page 151 - Marcus sees a girlfriend as more than just s-x so
are they teaching each other?
"but later that night.............that Marcus wanted" - it appears
that Marcus has taught Will that there is more to a relationship than
just s-x and leaving.
"he felt crushed" - new feelings, new experience for Will - the tables
have been turned on him - he is in love.
Will has noticed how Rachel's home is full of photographs indicating
family and he sees how cold and impersonal his flat is - he has no
connections to his family - links to the theme of loneliness.
contemporary context references - hip hop graffiti, Michael Jordan,
Pamela Anderson, Ryan Giggs, Super Mario.
"Will glanced at Marcus, who was looking bewildered" - Marcus doesn't
get any of the posters, stickers, etc - Ali's bedroom is a typical
teenager's bedroom which Marcus isn't.
"Marcus glanced at Will..............turned towards him" - get the
impression that Will is silently begging Marcus to stay upstairs with
Ali so he can have some time downstairs, alone with Rachel.
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"Marcus had meant to try" - try what? Make an effort with Ali for Will?
"No? said Marcus .....to buy himself some time" - Marcus is not sure
what Ali means by what he said. I s there a possibility that Ali has
had a bad previous relationship with a past boyfriend of Rachel's? Is
this why he doesn't want her and Will to get together?
"it better be. Or you're dead" - gives us the impression that Ali
rules the roost in this home ,  is he used to getting his own way? Is
he scared of getting hurt again and that is why he wants rid of Will
and Marcus? Does the violent behaviour mask his insecurity?
use of ellipses  - Marcus needs to think about what he is saying,
concentrate - keep up the pretence, doesn't want to drop Will in it.
Ali interrupts Marcus - " I fucking know it's my mum" - but Marcus
continues on regardless - does he do this to avoid conflict with Ali?
Use of capital letters - to emphasise that Ali is getting very angry,
annoyed, agitated. Makes the reader think that even though Ali appears
to have everything and comes across as cool and trendy he is acting
like a little child - a mummy's boy.
"Marcus was beginning to realise that Ali was
nuts................never see again" - Marcus is starting to fear for
his safety.
Marcus attempting to catch a bus highlights just how young Marcus is,
his inexperience, maybe Mum is overprotective and he doesn't have much
freedom to go out on his own? Maybe he doesn't have much knowledge of
the area having only recently moved to London?
"will you still help me with Ellie?" - Marcus' main concern is getting
help to make Ellie his girlfriend.
"everywhere Marcus looked...........Ellie liked" - it appears that
Ellie is on Marcus' mind a lot - preoccupied with her.
"this cheered Marcus up no end" - Marcus sees Ali as vulnerable now -
the cool kid who also has hang-ups and insecurities - wasn't just him
with issues.
"ok, shake hands, guys" - the handshake suggests it is only for show,
very over exaggerated and insincere - are they doing it only for
visual effect to satisfy Will and Rachel?
"bit of a red herring" - is Ali good at crying for effect? Is he still
a threat to Marcus?
"it's ok" said Marcus brightly"  - shows us again how Marcus just
doesn't get social situations.
"are you going cross-eyed?" - Marcus is trying out the trick Will does
with his eyes but without much success!
"I'm not going" said Ellie" - stubborn, argumentative side of Ellie again.
"f-ing hell" he said "no wonder...........mentally deficient" - link
to bullying theme.
"well you're peculiar, but in a different way" - this gives us the
impression that Marcus is still different to the others but is being
accepted by Zoe and Ellie as he is/for who he is.
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Page 204 - Will doesn't think that Ellie should be the one protecting
Marcus - gender role reversal - traditionally the men look after the
women.
"Will feared for him" - shows us Will has developed feelings for Marcus, cares.
Jean- Claud Van Damme - contemporary reference. Marcus doesn't know
who he is - link again to popular culture - Will has this knowledge,
Marcus hasn't any clue about popular culture.
"in my experience romances...........this way" - has Will got any good
experiences? He just uses women for s-x.
"Will was tempted to hug him" - Will feels genuine affection for
Marcus and almost displays physical gestures of this affection - ie,
hugging.
Bottom half of page 205 - Will's relationship with Rachel is all based
on lies whereas Marcus' relationship with Ellie is all truth.
"relationships that had a limited life-span" - Will's past
relationships have all been about s-xual encounter. Marcus has taught
Will that you cannot start and/or build a relationship on lies - "rest
of your life with somebody.....sooner or later".
gradually - changes bit by bit - links to the analogy that a
relationship built on lies will never work - "April's Fool Day joke" -
need to make the change in one go, one step and from the off and stick
to it.
"stick with the Chinese beer" - Will trying to change the subject.
"No. I slept............usually are" - Rachel appears to be a touch
sarcastic here - she is not quite understanding the situation with
Will and Marcus and Will is not making much effort to enlighten her as
he doesn't want to have to come clean about all his lies.
"Define 'live with' " - Will is avoiding telling Rachel the truth. He
is resorting to monosyllabic answers instead of coming clean and
telling her the truth.
Rachel naturally is not impressed with the truth when she finally gets it.
"you turned up at my .......with Marcus and bingo!" - Rachel is again
being sarcastic.
"nearly everything anyway..........SPAT" - Will didn't tell Rachel the
reason he joined SPAT as this would definitely not have been taken
week by Rachel - link to the paedophile idea again.
"you're involved, and you care,.............you brought him up" -
Rachel can see and confirms what the readers have been beginning to
see - Will has developed feelings for Marcus.
"he'd be singing with his eyes closed soon,..........about it" - Will
can see himself ending up like Marcus and Fiona.

About a Boy Chapter 29

Mum's depression appears to have become bad again but this time Marcus
appears to understand what her crying is about.
Marcus feels more able to deal with it this time as he has Will and
Ellie to turn to - link to theme of increasing the family unit.
"it was a Thursday afternoon routine" - indicates that Marcus still
visits Will, Will still lets him in and they have developed routines.
Marcus is contemplating using Will to help him deal with Mum's
depression this time.
"just because you come round.........I know I can't" - the ellipses
suggest that Will has learnt to think before he speaks, for fear of
hurting Marcus.
"second year" - shows the reader the age gap between Will and Marcus.
"I don't know who Peter Osgood is" - showing us again Marcus knows
little about popular culture.
"he'll do it, you know" - Ellie reminds Marcus that his Mum has tried
to kill herself and this is his continuing fear.
"he's not even a real person" - Marcus doesn't appreciate how
important Kurt Kobain  is to Ellie and thinks he can't be as important
as his Mum.
Ellie comes looking for Marcus when she realises what she has done and
apologises to him for reminding him about his Mum's attempt at
suicide.
Ellie appears to be the friend Marcus needs.

About a Boy Chapter 30

vertigo - scared of heights
"sprinkle salt on ice" - ice melts when you sprinkle salt on it - did
she want to make Will thaw? To fall in love with her, commit to their
relationship?
"he'd had just the same feeling..............look after him" - appears
Will has developed a conscience .
Bottom of page 221 to the top of page 222 - all the references to
drowning makes us think that Will is feeling way out of his depth -
Fiona makes him feel down whereas Rachel makes him feel happy. Will is
too immature to deal with.
"he had never been in this situation before" - Will appears to be in a
proper relationship for the first time.
The fact that, as yet, there has been no s-x Will finds frustrating
but he is prepared to wait but does this mean that Rachel views him
more as a friend than a lover and this is why there has been no s-x?
Oedipal - means the son desires the mother - does this mean that Will
thinks that Ali is far too close to his Mum (Rachel)? Or maybe Will
thinks that Ali is acting like Rachel's protector because he can't get
anywhere near her when Ali is around?
"that she said........ever said to me" - suggests Rachel hasn't had
much success in previous relationships.
"but the biscuit...........and it crumbled" - suggests Rachel is
nervous, fiddling with the biscuit.
"tearful" - Will has never before, been that emotionally moved  in
previous relationships/ previous s-xual encounters - this suggests
that he has feelings for Rachel and that this isn't just another
s-xual encounter.
"he couldn't ever remember feeling so happy" - Will has fallen in love.

About a Boy Chapter 31

"he can p-ss off" - Marcus actually swears in front of his Mum - has
he grown up? Has he picked up the bad language from Will or Ellie or
both?
"Marcus!" - Mum naturally is not impressed with Marcus swearing.
Marcus has newspaper cuttings on his bedroom wall in contrast to Ali
who has bedroom walls full of popstars, film, music etc. current and
cool - link to popular culture again.
"all these 100's and 100's of days.........nothing" - it appears that
the father/son relationship has broken down since the split. Is that
why Marcus is so close to Will? Marcus looking at Will as a father
figure?
"Marcus thought and felt a lot of things all at once" - Marcus worried
Ellie will be upset, not turn up to go to Cambridge, parallels to
Mum's life - suicide attempt - fearing/worrying about Mum whilst he is
away visiting Dad. Marcus realises that Ellie is quite volatile and in
school she is restricted by walls, regulations etc but out in the real
world she is hard to contain and Marcus has no chance!!!

About a Boy Chapter 32

John Major - Prime Minister at the time.
'existential despair' - an existential crisis is a stage of
development at which an individual questions the very foundations of
his/her life.
'pseud'  - intellectually or socially pretentious - full of themselves
end of page 242 - shows us that Will has grown up since meeting people
from SPAT, Fiona, Marcus, Suzie etc but wishes he had his old life
back - uncomplicated, not worrying about Marcus and Fiona.
"and now everybody.............was his problem" - Will seems to have
developed a conscience, a social conscience.
"if he was lucky..........a heart attack" - this shows us Will is
somewhere he doesn't want to be, that he'd rather have a heart attack
than sit and eat a pizza with Fiona!
"but that was the reason" - Will finally realises he has a friendship
with a woman (Fiona) without the ulterior motive of s-x with that
woman.
Will wants to listen to the answer phone message from Marcus - shows
us that Will cares about him and recognises that the death of Kurt
Cobain may well affect Ellie and therefore Marcus.


About a Boy Chapter 33

Marcus frightened and intimidated by Ellie's behaviour with the vodka,
her threatening people and pressing the emergency stop on the train,
kicking in the shop window and getting into trouble with the police.
Clive is oblivious to the fact that Fiona has tried to kill herself -
Marcus stops Ellie from telling him and lies to his Dad when Clive
questions what mum would want to do that - Marcus tells his dad it's
Ellie's mum and not Fiona.
The truth is all starting to come out - Marcus telling his Dad how bad
he thinks he is , and Lindsay gets shouted at by Marcus too even
though she hasn't really done much other than become Clive's
girlfriend.

No notes for rest of book independent reading.

