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A sticky situation! 

SHOULD GUM BE BANNED IN SCHOOL? 

 

 

Gum has been very popular with children across the ages, it is sweet and a lovely 

treat, but what if it was banned from school? 

Could you imagine a world without this       

wonderful, wacky treat? In this months article 

we will explore the reasons for why we should 

keep chewing gum inside the school facility and 

debate the fate of this well known candy. 

As a student myself I have had chewing gum 

before and we all know it is fantastic! Chewing gum can come in many verities 

from apple to cherry and even ice-cream flavor. But it can be sticky, messy and 

also it can get stuck to our shoes and underneath tables, sometimes we have no 

idea where it has been (and we don't want to know either)! But why should we 

keep it even if it drives the teachers more insane than a teenager who has not 

picked up their phone in months? Well there are many reasons on why I think we 

should keep chewing gum in Gowerton secondary school. While you may not 

know gum actually has some benefits. 

On the one hand chewing gum can make awfully distracting sounds and annoy a 

lot of people in general. But did you know it can actually help students concen-

trate more? Multiple studies have shown that chewing gum can boost mental 

performances like concentration, memory and it can also improve the blood flow 

in the brain by almost twenty-four percent! 

Secondly, another reason to chew gum is because it improves wakefulness, again 

in addition to it can also raise awareness, but why does gum do such miraculous 

things? It is actually quite simple, because of the chewing movement in the jaw it 

simulates nerves (activates them) and helps then helps us stay awake for longer. 

Another reasonable argument for keeping gum in school is because it protects 

teeth and ensures that they smell minty fresh as long as it is sugar free. It has 

also been proven to reduce plaque, build up tooth enamel /reduce cavities. The 

reason has to do with increasing saliva flow, which reduces acid on your teeth 

that causes decay. Gums with xylitol in it is recommended because it can reduce 

decay. 

In conclusion I think gum should stay in school especially if it can help with our 

education, but teachers should ensure that all children who have gum put them 

safe in the bins instead of underneath tables because we all know that gets very, 

very disgusting, have you ever looked under the tables in the canteen? I have 

done it once but never will I be doing that again and I'm sure the other students 

and teachers who have done so feel exactly the same. 

More information at: 

http://kidshealthyteeth.com/2013/11/14/chewing-gum-facts-fun-and-your-teeth/  

By Kitana Richards 

 

 

 

 Gum is a general winner for children all 

around Wales, children are always sitting at 

their desks chewing away! But should gum 

really be banned in schools? This month, I am 

going to be debating why gum should be 

banned in schools!  

        To start off this debate I am going to be 

pointing out what is wrong with gum. Gum isn't exactly one of the 

most pleasant things to watch somebody chew, it's sticky and  

stretchy! It sticks to almost everything you touch. Gum isn't just an-

noyingly everywhere, it's also very distracting when someone is chew-

ing it, especially when you have to listen! 

 There are over 725 million packets of gum sold a year in Britain alone, 

so just imagine how much of that gum school children would buy per 

year! Places like Singapore have banned it, it's strictly forbidden; but 

to their pleasure their streets have been clean for many years since 

the ban was put in place in 1992!  

But have you ever thought about how much it costs to clean up, well 

in 2005 the price to get rid of the chewing gum from the streets in 

England was at a massive high, 8.5 million pounds! 

You find gum in all places, especially in schools; it can be stuck to your 

shoes, under desks/tables, toilets and so much more. It's revolting to 

touch and can transfer up to 500 different bacterial species! 

So why chew it? Some people say it's a great way to relax, others are 

just obsessed with the taste; but all your doing is making an uncom-

fortable situation for someone else!  

To conclude this debate I would like to sum up why gum isn't good , 

it's at first pleasant to the person chewing it, but when it looses it's 

taste it usually ends up under a desk or dropped on the floor, and if 

touched it can transfer many germs! So I'll ask you this, is gum really 

worth chewing? 

Article written by Evie Davies. 

http://kidshealthyteeth.com/2013/11/14/chewing-gum-facts-fun-and-your-teeth/


 Slime has become a major craze for    
mainly girls all across year 7. Wherever 
you looked at lunch, they were sat at      

tables playing with different slimes. This  
sudden craze caused many teachers      

distress as children were playing with it  
during class and getting distracted and 

therefore the Mr X sale was  
cancelled! 

 
Nevertheless, pupils still play with slime at 

break and lunch because the craze is so 
popular! 

The Eisteddfod has been and gone so quickly! 
There was a crowning of the bard, where one 

lucky student got the chance to go up onto 
the stage and be crowned!  

Competitions from all over the school were 
set in place to find the four deserving people 

and one runner up! There was singing,    
dancing, poems, music and so much MORE! 
To be completely honest I don’t think the list 

will ever end because there was so much   
talent shown by the pupils of Gowerton 

School!  
As an over all review of the Eisteddfod, I think 
both pupils and teachers would say that the 
Eisteddfod was a massive success, but the 
teachers do insist that even MORE people 

sign up next time to make it bigger and 
better! 

 

ALL ARTICLES WRITTEN ABOVE BY Grace Treseder, Amber Wilson and Emily Davies 

 
Mrs King 

What subject do you teach? 
 
I teach welsh at Gowerton school. 
 
Did you go to this school? 
 
I did not come to Gowerton school. I went to an 
English language school in the Rhondda called  
Treorchy. I studied Welsh there. 
 
What is it like to be a teacher? 
 
It can be challenging and there is a lot of pressure to 
get good results however, when the penny drops 
and you see a pupil making real progress it is all 
worth it. 

Why did you become a teacher? 
 
I have always liked working with young people and I think 
I have a good rapport with them. I really enjoy the        
pastoral side of the job. 
 
Why did you decide to come to teach at this school? 
 
 
This was actually my first job and I have enjoyed working 
her so much and have developed close bonds with my 
colleagues and now I feel so settled here that it would be 
very difficult for me to contemplate leaving. The   pupils, 
the staff and the school itself is very special.  
 

Interviewed and written by Connor Otteson 

 General News 



Article written by Sanjay Pradeepan and Joseph Jones 

FORTNITE: 

Fornite is an online game which is now viral, where you 

compete with other people and fight against them to 

win. You can also fight as squads. It is also a free to 

download game! It is rated Pegi 12. The good thing 

about this game is that it is also coming to IOS and An-

droid, which means you can play it on the go! The bad thing is that you have to pay for 

skins and emotes and it can lag a lot. It is EXTREMELY hard to win for most people. But 

some people find it really easy. 

FIFA: 

This is a football game where you can play online with 

others and by yourself. You can also play as any team in 

the world! The good thing about this game is that every 

year a newer version is released which means you have 

new players, teams and better graphics. The bad thing is 

that people get annoyed when they loose. Any age can 

play this game as long as their parents don’t mind them playing it. This can be played 

online and offline so you need to be careful who you play with.  

 

The Spectacular School Play 
 

The newest school play is 'The Rock Of Ages'. It is a Drama, Come-
dy and Romance.   It will take place in June this year and  there 

will be so much singing and acting.  
 

The cast will be years 7, 8 and 9. If you auditioned, and didn’t get 
a main part, then don’t worry - you can still be part of the play, 

and may still get a speaking or singing role. If you don’t like to be 
center of  attention, you can help out behind the scenes! 

If you want to take part please see Ms Jones . 



 

Editorial Team    ..   

 

PUIPILS INVOLVED! 

 Connor Otteson      Editor and interviewer 

 Joseph Jones       Games Reviewer 

 Sanjey Pradeepan     Games Reviewer 

 Evie Davies       General news and debate 

 Siobhan Sorsby       Art / graphics 

 Kitana Richards      Debate 

 Grace Treseder      General news 

 Amber Wilson       General news 

1. A cowboy rode into town on Friday. He stayed for 3 days and rode out of town on 

Friday. How was this possible? 

2. The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I? 

3.     A box without hinges, key or a lid, yet Golden treasure  inside is hid. What am  I? 

 
To enter the competition, go to A10 during break 

times to write your entry answers.  
Competition closes Friday April 27th 

PRIZE  
“Front of Queue pass for a week!” 


