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INTRODUCTION

INFORMATION

YEAR 9 OPTIONS PROCESS

Finding Out

Talks by subject teachers about KS4 courses will take
place during lessons
Talks on ‘New Subjects’ will take place in School
.

Initial Thoughts

Initial option survey carried out late in the Autumn Term.

Exploring
Further

Pastoral work by form tutors during PSE lessons using
the School’s Option Book. Also, pupils will:
a)
use careerswales.com
b)
resource work with the Careers Adviser.

.

.
Actual Choices

Finalising
Choices

Option Sheets will go out after Parents’ Evening to be
returned by the end of term. The sooner they are
returned the better, but we appreciate that you will need
to carefully consider choices and may need to contact
subject staff or seek further advice.

We will still be able to discuss and, if necessary, amend
options in the early summer term

Curriculum

The Welsh Government has
introduced significant changes
to the Key Stage 4 curriculum
which started in 2016.

Following these changes there will be a far greater emphasis in Key
Stage 4 on Mathematics, English, Science and the Welsh
Baccalaureate.

New GCSEs

As a result all pupils at Gowerton will study:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two GCSEs in Maths, Numeracy and Mathematics
English language and Literature
A minimum of two GCSE science courses
Welsh GCSE full course
The Welsh Baccalaureate
Three Option choices
Short course GCSE in RE

The New Welsh Baccalaureate
Gowerton School has been in the forefront of using the Wbac qualifications at both Key
Stage 4 and with the Sixth Form and puts us in a particularly strong position in delivering
these new qualifications with success.

To Parents and Pupils in Year Nine
There are a few Key things to think about
Consider everything and be sensible
In order to impress upon your child the importance of making sensible and
useful decisions, we have addressed our remarks mainly to the pupils
themselves. Your own role, however, is crucial and it is hoped that you will
make time to read the booklet and discuss the matter of choice with your
child.
Think about where you want to be in future
The pupils will also be considering their career and subject options during
PSE lessons. This will provide them with the opportunity to further explore
the world of work and the links between subjects and career choices.

Where we can help
After discussion with parents and the staff, pupils will complete the option
form, which they will also receive, indicating which subjects they hope to
study.
When the completed option sheet is returned to school, it will be examined
to ensure that each child is opting for a range of subjects that does not lead
to a dangerous over-specialisation, and is within his or her ability range.
If a course is grossly under-subscribed it may be withdrawn.
Occasionally, groups are over-subscribed and some pupils may not be
able to have their full choice. These occasions, however, are rare and
you will be informed if they arise.
No choice that your child makes will be changed without informing you.
Any questions or advice needed?
If there are any questions that you wish to ask about the choices, please
contact the school at any time and ask to speak to with either Mr Alan
Bevan, Assistant Headteacher or the Head of Year 9.

THE FRAMEWORK FOR YOUR CHOICES
Compulsory Subjects
Everyone will take:
• Maths Numeracy & Mathematics – two GCSEs.
• Science – worth two GCSE grades.
• English – Language & Literature, worth two GCSE grades.
• Welsh GCSE
• The New Welsh Baccalaureate, worth 1 GCSE
• GCSE short course RE (worth ½ a GCSE)
Option Subjects
In addition to these ‘compulsory subjects’ you will be able to choose three
other subjects.
GCSE subjects that you may choose from are:
Art
Computing
Construction
D&T: Graphics
D&T: Product Design
Drama
Food & Nutrition
French
Geography
Health & Social Care
Btec Level 2 Courses Available:
Public Services BTEC
Sport BTEC
Business Btec

History
Information Technology
Music
Physical Education
Photography
Religious Education
Spanish
Textiles
Triple Science

This makes a total of
11 Full GCSEs

Each worth 1 GCSE equivalent
Your Pathway
Success in these subjects will form a large part of your qualifications at the
end of your time in school – the time when you will be looking for a job or
deciding whether to go on with more studying, probably in the sixth form.
The decisions that you make now are very important – not just for the next
few years, but for the rest of your life.
You must, therefore, make your choices with the greatest possible
care.
All the courses offered can be continued as learning pathways either within
Gowerton Sixth form or the Swansea Sixth Forms Consortium.

Choosing Options
Find out about the Facts
¾ Read the booklet very carefully
¾ Make sure you know what a subject demands
¾ Talk to the staff who teach the subject
Choose Sensibly at your Ability Level
Be honest with yourself as to what you can and cannot manage. Don’t aim
too low or impossibly high. It is important that you succeed in your chosen
subjects, and the staff will not allow you to start on a course which is much
too difficult for you and inevitably leads to failure. If you find ‘swotting’ for
examinations difficult, try to balance one or two ‘swot’ subjects with those
which do not tax you in this way.
Choose a Balanced Set of Courses
It is important that you have a good general education. Your future career
should not dominate your subject choices at this stage, as your ideas may
change several times by the end of Year 11. A too narrow specialisation is
to be avoided at all costs. Attempt to strike a balance between Arts and
Sciences, and between Creative and Academic. Think seriously about the
subjects that you are good at and the subjects that you like.
Ask for Information
All members of staff will be happy to talk to you about their subject.
cannot have too much information.

You

Other Pitfalls to be avoided





Don’t choose subjects just because your best friends choose them
or just because you like the teacher.
Don’t ignore a subject because you think that you won’t like the
teacher.
Don’t choose subjects just because they are new.
Don’t choose subjects which look easy – you could be surprised
and very bored.

Note
During the summer term you will be expected to continue to work hard at
all your Year Nine subjects.
If you fail to work at the subjects you have chosen for study in Year 10, or
at any other subjects, staff will have reason to question your general
attitude and perseverance.
They will then be justified in reviewing the level or suitability for courses at
which you can successfully work over a long period in Years 10 and 11.

Who to Ask?

Contact Staff
Course Manager

Room

Art

Mr. D Morgan

C12

Business Btec

Miss. E. Rushworth

D14

Food & Nutrition

Mr. Michael Lewis

B1

Compulsory PE

Mrs. S. Davies

D12

Compulsory RE

Mrs. T. Long

B22

Construction

Mr. C. Thomas

B10

Design & Technology

Mr. C. Thomas

B10

Drama

Ms. L. Roberts

C1

English Language & Literature

Mrs. J. Williams

A4

French

Mrs. L. Sheldon

A15

Geography

Mr. D. Mason

C5

Health & Social Care

Mrs C Thomas

F4

History

Mr. D. Rew

C16

ICT or Computing

Mr. I. Meredith

A13

Mathematics

Mrs. A. Parsons

B9

Music

Miss. K. Jones

C2

Physical Education

Mrs. S. Davies

PE

Photography

Mr. D. Morgan

C12

Public Services Btec

Ms. C. Smitham

B2

Religious Studies

Mrs. T. Long

B22

Sciences

Mr D. Scandrett

B18

Spanish

Mrs. L. Sheldon

A15

Sport Btec

Mr W Thomas

PE

Welsh

Mrs. A. King

C15

Subject

If you, or your son/daughter, have any queries about subjects then he/she
could go and see the subject leaders in the rooms shown above or, you may
wish to contact them yourself.

