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Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school at the start of a new and exciting academic year! The staff and children, 

including those new to our school, are settling well into their new classes and we are all looking 

forward to working closely with you this year, to ensure the best possible provision for your child’s 

education and wellbeing. 

Academic Year Term Dates 2019-2020  

Term Term begins Term ends 
Mid-term holiday 

Term begins Term ends 
Begins Ends 

Autumn 

2019 

Monday 

2 September 

Friday 

25 October 

Monday 

28 October 

Friday 

1 November 

Monday 

4 November 

Friday 

20 December 

  
  

 

Spring 

2020 

Monday 

6 January 

Friday 

14 February 

Monday 

17 February 

Friday 

21 February 

Monday 

24 February 

Friday 

3 April 

  
 

  
 

Summer 

2020 

Monday 

20 April 

Friday 

22 May 

Monday 

25 May 

Friday 

29 May 

Monday 

1 June 

Monday 

20 July 

National Tests for Year 2 to Year 6: 28/4/2020 – 5/5/2020 
INSET days 

Monday 2nd September 2019 

Friday 27th September 2019 

Wednesday 9th October 2019 

 

There will be a further two Inset days, which will be confirmed at a later date. 

Bank holidays 

10 April 2020 - Good Friday 

13 April 2020 - Easter Monday 

8 May 2020 - May Day 

25 May 2020 - Spring Bank Holiday 
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 Meet the Teachers 

Meetings will be arranged over the next week for you to meet your child’s class teacher, 

when they will share with you their expectations for the next academic year.  It is proven 

that the biggest influence on the success of a child’s education is the working relationship 

and support between school and home. Please look out for this letter. 

 

Attendance - school attendance target is 95% 

Headteachers are required to monitor rigorously both attendance and punctuality. Ongoing 

low attendance is a factor often linked to low levels of academic success and can have a 

serious impact on opportunities later in life. Whereas, regular attendance and punctuality are 

essential to allow children to achieve their full potential. 

Therefore, as a school, we actively encourage you as parents/carers to demonstrate your 

commitment to your child’s education by, whenever possible, to avoid term time absences and 

appointments.  

 

If your child is absent, please inform the school as soon as possible, ideally on the first day 

of absence. You should state the nature of the illness and when your child is expected to 

return. Telephone calls, letters, personal contact are acceptable. The school has adopted a 

first and third day contact policy, whereby our Attendance Officer Mrs. Martin, will contact 

parents each day if the teacher has not received a satisfactory explanation for an absence. 

 

In addition, Mrs Martin and myself will communicate with parents of pupils whose attendance 

falls below 95% and the school Education Welfare Officer (E.W.O.) will closely monitor 

those whose attendance falls below 90% on a fortnightly basis. If absences continue to be of 

concern. then legal proceedings may be undertaken. 

Punctuality- ‘Learning is cool- Be early for school’  
School bell rings at 8.45am promptly and being punctual is very important! If your child 

arrives after 8.45am, please take your child to the main entrance and sign your child in with 

Mrs. Martin (Attendance Officer). To ensure the safety and security of all children, all 

other doors will be closed. 

 

All teachers are available in the yard from 8.40am and at the end of the school day. 

Please ensure the lines are clear so all the children are visible to the staff. 

 

sQuid – Please help us to be more eco friendly 

As you are aware we currently use sQuid for Dinner money and Residential payments. From 

this year, we will be extending the system and adding school trips. This means you will be 

able to make a payments and complete the consent forms online. We hope this will be of 
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benefit to you, as it can be accessed via your mobile phones/laptops and save the increasing 

problem we have with lost/forgotten consent forms. 

 

In order to use the system you need to be registered. If you’re not registered, please 

contact the school office to obtain your child’s unique registration details. You can download 

the app for free and then registration is straightforward. 

 

Family Holidays 

Please note: Parents/carers do not have an automatic right to withdraw pupils from 

school for a holiday and must ask permission beforehand. There is a margin of discretion 

for headteachers to agree a request and it will be judged on merit. As from this year, if your 

child’s attendance falls below 95% when a holiday request form is submitted, a meeting will 

be arranged with myself and the E.W.O. to discuss the implications of further absenteeism, 

and if below 90% to avoid a possible fixed penalty  

 

Early Morning Childcare Club and Breakfast Club   

To support working parents, we provide early morning childcare with a healthy breakfast 

from 8am to 8.40am at a cost of £1 per day. Parents/guardians are required to sign a 

registration form (downloadable from school website or from office) and make payment prior 

or on the day their child has breakfast in school. Persistent non-payment will result in 

place(s) being withdrawn. It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to ensure the children 

are handed over to the breakfast club staff, to ensure their safety, and not left unattended 

on the school yard.  

 

We also offer a free breakfast club which starts at 8.20am to 8.40am. Parents/guardians 

are required to sign a registration form (downloadable from school website or from office).  

It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to ensure the children are handed over to the 

breakfast club staff, to ensure their safety, and not left unattended on the school yard,  

 

Snacks- Healthy Schools 

We are a ‘Healthy School’, which means we only allow the consumption of 

fresh fruit and drink (water or squash) at breaktimes. In addition, no fizzy drinks or 

chocolate bars are allowed at lunchtimes. Pupils can purchase fruit from the fruit tuck shop 

at a price of 25p. 

Milk is available for infant children, but all children have access to water throughout the 

school day. Please ensure your child has a plastic bottle that can be topped up as needed. 

Bottles can be purchased from the school office for £1.50. 

 

Come and Play sessions in Foundation Phase 

Over the next couple of weeks your child’ classteacher will be introducing ‘Come and Play 

‘sessions, where you can come in to school to support your child’s classteacher by reading to 
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the pupils or through art/craft, outdoor learning etc. Please make contact with your child’s 

teacher to arrange a convenient slot.                         

 
PE  

All pupils are expected to change for PE. Also if you wish your child not to participate in a PE 

lesson for medical reasons, a letter given to the class teacher will be required. 

 

Parking 

Dangerous parking could cost a child’s life. Please be vigilant around the perimeter of the 

school, including the Red Lion Carpark, and please do not park on zig-zag lines at any time.  

 

Parking in the Surgery Carpark: It has been reported to myself and the local police, that 

there are a growing number of parents parking in the surgery carpark adjacent to the school. 

I would discourage you from parking in this area, as it is a private carpark and many elderly 

patients are unable to find spaces, hence are missing important medical appointments. Local 

PCSO’s will be patrolling this area regularly from September. 

We do encourage our pupils to take the ‘Park and Stride’ message home i.e. park a short 

distance away from the school, for example the library, and then walk to school. 

 

Dogs on School premises 

Please remember that only guide dogs are allowed on school premises 

 

Bikes and Scooters 

If your child rides a bike or scooter to school, please ensure they do not ride them inside 

the school gates. 

 

Communication: It is important we always have current and up to date phone numbers 

and addresses. Please let the office know of any changes since last July.  

Tel: 771831 

 

Please keep up to date by: 

 Downloading ‘Ourschoolapp ‘  free to your phones 

 Logging on to our website: www.pentrergraig-primary.j2webby.com 

 Following us on twitter : @PentrerGraig 

 Email: Pentrergraig@swansea-edunet.gov.uk 

 

 

#Article 29: The right to be the best that we can be 


