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Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back to school at the start of a new and exciting academic year! The staff and 

children, including those new to our school, are settling well into their new classes and we are 

all looking forward to working closely with you this year, to ensure the best possible 

provision for your child’s education and wellbeing. 

Academic Year Term Dates 2018-2019  

School term and holiday dates 2018/19 
Term Term Starts Half Term Term Ends 

Autumn 3/9/18 29/10/18 - 2/11/18 21/12/18 

Spring 7/1/19 25/02/19 –  1/03/19 12/04/19 

Summer 29/04/19 27/05/19 - 21/05/19 22/07/19 

 

            National Tests 2019 (Yr2 – Yr6 pupils):  7th May to 14th May 2019 

Bank Holidays: 
19 April 2019 - Good Friday 

22 April 2019 - Easter Monday 

6 May 2019 - May Day 

27 May 2019 - Spring Bank Holiday 

 

Inset Days : There will be a further three Inset days, which will be confirmed as soon as 

possible. 

Inspection report:  Over the summer holidays our recent school inspection report was 

published. As a school we were thrilled to receive such a glowing report, which commended us 

for our “inclusive and caring ethos, to which all staff contribute well to provide a safe, 

secure and stimulating learning environment”. The report also commends the relationships we 

have with you as parents and carers. This is crucial to our success now and to future 

successes for all our pupils. Thank you. Diolch yn fawr pawb. 

 

You will receive a hard copy of the report this week or alternatively you can access it 

through the link below : 

 
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/Pentre%27r%20Graig%20Primary%20Scho
ol.pdf 

https://www.estyn.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/Pentre%27r%20Graig%20Primary%20School.pdf
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/Pentre%27r%20Graig%20Primary%20School.pdf


Headteacher/Pennaeth   Mrs A Davies – September 2018 Newsletter   
‘Learning, Caring, having Fun!’ / ‘Dysgu, Caru, yn cael Hwyl!’ 

NEW ADMISSION BOOKLET –you MUST read, complete and RETURN it back to school 

 

You will be aware that the General Data Protection Regulation, (GDPR) became law on 25th 

May 2018. The GDPR requires public authorities and businesses to identify the lawful basis 

for storing personal data, audit information we already hold and take a ‘data protection by 

design and default’ approach to personal data. It also introduces new individual rights 

relating to personal data, such as the right to erasure or the right to rectification. 

 

As schools we collect and process a great deal of data about you, your child, and our own 

staff, and we must ensure that we have robust procedures for doing so.  

 

On Wednesday, your child/children took home two booklets. One is an ‘Information Booklet’ 

for you to read and the other booklet is for you to complete and then return to school asap. 

It is crucial that the completed booklet is returned to us with all sections completed. 

 

HOWEVER, Mrs McLaughlin will be holding drop-in sessions for any parents/carers who 

would like support to complete this booklet next Monday 10th, Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 

12th September at 9am in our community room. Please come along if you need our help. 

 

 Meet the Teachers 

Please come along next week to meet your child’s class teacher, when they will share with you 

their expectations for the next academic year.  It is proven that the biggest influence on 

the success of a child’s education is the working relationship and support between school and 

home. 

Dates: 

Y5/6 classes - Tuesday 11th September at 3.10pm in the Learning Street 

Y3/4 classes - Tuesday 11th September at 3.10pm in classrooms 

Y2/3 class     -Tuesday 11th September at 3.10pm in classroom 

Y1/2 classes  - Thursday 12th September at 3.10pm in school hall 

 

Attendance - school attendance target is 95% 

Headteachers are required to monitor rigorously both attendance and punctuality. Ongoing 

low attendance is a factor often linked to low levels of academic success and can have a 

serious impact on opportunities later in life. Whereas, regular attendance and punctuality are 

essential to allow children to achieve their full potential. 

 

As a school, we actively encourage you as parents/carers to demonstrate your commitment 

to your child’s education by, whenever possible, to avoid term time absences and 

appointments. It is important that term time absences do not contribute to poor habits of 

attendance, which are hard to undo later. 

 

If your child is absent, please inform the school as soon as possible, ideally on the first day 

of absence. You should state the nature of the illness and when your child is expected to 
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return. Telephone calls, letters, personal contact are acceptable. The school has adopted a 

first and third day contact policy, whereby our Attendance Officer Mrs. Martin, will contact 

parents each day if the teacher has not received a satisfactory explanation for an absence. 

 

In addition, Mrs Martin and myself will communicate with parents of pupils whose attendance 

falls below 95% and the school Education Welfare Officer (E.W.O.) will closely monitor 

those whose attendance falls below 90% on a fortnightly basis. If absences continue to be of 

concern. then legal proceedings may be undertaken. 

 

Punctuality- ‘Learning is cool- Be early for school’ (Star Group 2016-2017)  

School bell rings at 8.45am promptly and being punctual is very important! If your child 

arrives after 8.45am, please take your child to the main entrance and sign your child in with 

Mrs. Martin (Attendance Officer). To ensure the safety and security of all children, all 

other doors will be closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All teachers are available in the yard from 8.40am and at the end of the school day. 

 Please ensure the lines are clear so all the children are visible to the staff. 
  

Family Holidays 

Please note: Parents/carers do not have an automatic right to withdraw pupils from 

school for a holiday and must ask permission beforehand. There is a margin of discretion 

for headteachers to agree a request and it will be judged on merit. As from this year, if your 

child’s attendance falls below 95% when a holiday request form is submitted, a meeting will 

be arranged with myself and the E.W.O. to discuss the implications of further absenteeism, 

and if below 90% to avoid a possible fixed penalty  

 

Early Morning Childcare Club and Breakfast Club   

To support working parents, we provide early morning childcare with a healthy breakfast 

from 8am to 8.40am at a cost of £1 per day. Parents/guardians are required to sign a 

registration form (downloadable from school website or from office) 2 weeks in advance. It 

is the responsibility of parents/guardians to ensure the children are handed over to the 

breakfast club staff, to ensure their safety, and not left unattended on the school yard.  

 

Persistent non-payment will result in place(s) being withdrawn 

We also offer a free breakfast club which starts at 8.20am to 8.40am. Parents/guardians 

are required to sign a registration form (downloadable from school website or from office).  

5 minutes every day = over 3 days lost in a year 

15 mins = over 9 days 

20 mins = over 12 days 
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It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to ensure the children are handed over to the 

breakfast club staff, to ensure their safety, and not left unattended on the school yard,  

 

Snacks- Healthy Schools 

We are a ‘Healthy School’, which means we only allow the consumption of fresh fruit and 

drink (water or squash) at breaktimes. In addition, no fizzy drinks or chocolate bars are 

allowed at lunchtimes. Pupils can purchase fruit from the fruit tuck shop at a price of 25p. 

 

Milk is available for infant children, but all children have access to water throughout the 

school day. Please ensure your child has a plastic bottle that can be topped up as needed. 

Bottles can be purchased from the school office for £1.50. 

 

Come and Play sessions in Foundation Phase 

Over the next couple of weeks we will be introducing ‘Come and Play ‘sessions, where you can 

come in to school to support your child’s classteacher by reading to the pupils or through 

art/craft, outdoor learning etc. Please make contact with your child’s teacher to arrange a 

convenient slot.                         

 

Home School Association 

The HSA are always looking for volunteers to help raise much needed funds for the school. 

If you can help, please see Mr. Mike Fuge, Mrs. Katie Jones or contact the school office. 

 
Parking 

Dangerous parking could cost a child’s life. Please be vigilant around the perimeter of the 

school, including the Red Lion Carpark, and please do not park on zig-zag lines at any time. 

We do encourage our pupils to take the ‘Park and Stride’ message home i.e. park a short 

distance away from the school and then walk to school. 

 

Dogs on School premises 

Please remember that only guide dogs are allowed on school premises 

 

Bikes and Scooters 

If your child rides a bike or scooter to school, please ensure they do not ride them inside 

the school gates. 

 

Communication 

Please keep up to date by: 

 Downloading ‘Ourschoolapp ‘  free to your phones 

 Logging on to our website: www.pentrergraig-primary.j2webby.com 

 Following us on twitter : @PentrerGraig 

 Email: Pentrergraig@swansea-edunet.gov.uk 

 

 

#Article 29: The right to be the best that we can be 


