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Everyone that works with children should do the best for them 
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Dear parent /carer, 
Return to school in September 

 
As you will be aware, Kirsty Williams the Welsh Education Minister, announced last week that all schools in Wales will 
reopen from Tuesday 1st September 2020.  In her announcement she also highlighted that schools would be given up to 
two weeks at the start of term to plan and prepare to introduce all children back to school by Monday 14th September.  On 
Monday afternoon, the Welsh Government released operational guidance for schools. 
 
Before we break up for the summer, I want to share with you our plans for the return of all pupils at Cwmnedd Primary 
School.  However, I must stress that there will be finer detail which I will provide for families during the holidays.  My 
priority will always be the wellbeing and safety of our children and staff. 
 
From the start of term, we will have a phased reintroduction of children.  This is to provide the children with an 
opportunity to get to know their new classroom, staff and how the school building and school day is organised.  Also to 
give parents the confidence that we are taking small steps for reintegrating children that may not have been to school 
since March.  
 
Where there is phasing, we are working to ensure that siblings will attend school on the same day, as I believe this will be 
a great help to families who wish their children to return 
 
General rules 
• For the first month, there will be no Breakfast Club, this will be reviewed at the end of September. 
• Children will be organised in their classes and classes will not mix during the day. 
• School will open daily between 8.40a.m and 3.10 p.m.  
• Drop-off and pick-up times will be staggered to ease and avoid large gatherings outside of the building.   
• Parents will not be allowed on site during this time, and for this reason we will arrange collection of children at school 

gates at the start and end of the school day.   
• Play times and lunchtimes will be staggered, again to keep classes apart. 
 
Additional Information 
• I would like children to wear uniform as I feel this gives us a sense of belonging and reunites us as a school.  (See our 

website for details) 
• All children will have their own learning pack of equipment in class to be used only by them.  We also ask that children 

do not bring resources from home.  Any equipment used will be wiped down during the day between sessions and 
other cleaning will happen as necessary. 

• A thorough clean of classrooms and communal areas of the school will take place at the end of every day. 
• Children will store coats and bags outside of their classroom. 
• All classrooms have access to sink facilities and children will continue with a rigorous handwashing routine. 
• Sanitising stations have been set up at all entry and exit points. 
• Toilets will be managed so that they are not congested, and these areas will be cleaned regularly through the day, 

namely areas of high contact such as door locks, taps, toilet seats etc. 
• Children will initially eat lunch in their classroom.  For the first week children will need to bring packed lunch, or 

purchase a grab and go packed lunch from school, or receive a grab and go lunch if entitled to Free School 
Meals. 

 



 
Our reintroduction plan 
 
For Cwmnedd Primary School, there will be a focus on some key year groups who will have a slightly different reintegration 
because they have missed out on vital transition sessions during closure.  These are: 

• Nursery (as some of our youngest learners did not have chance to start attending) 
• Reception (as they need to get used to attending all day, statutory school) 
• Year 1 (as they are moving to New Street and need to get used to a new building) 

 
Week 1 

Tuesday 1st September  School closed to children for Planning and Preparation for all staff 
Wednesday 2nd September  
 

All Year Groups Nursery to Year 6 – Group 
1 

Children in all year groups will 
attend school all day for one day in 

small groups.   
Each class will be split into thirds: 
Wednesday - Group 1, Thursday - 

Group 2, Friday - Group 3 

Thursday 3rd September 
 

All Year Groups Nursery to Year 6 – Group 
2 

Friday 4th September All Year Groups Nursery to Year 6 – Group 
3 

Group information will be shared with families during the Summer Holidays.   
Siblings will attend on the same day to ease the burden for families. 

 
Week 2 

Monday 7th September to Friday 11th September 
Nursery Monday to Friday (9.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.)  All children to attend for full session daily 
Reception Monday to Friday (8.40 a.m. to 2.45 p.m. initially) All children to attend for a full session daily 
Year 1 Monday and Tuesday (8.40 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.)  

All children will be split in two groups:  Group A - Monday  and Group B – Tuesday 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday (8.40 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.) 
All children to attend as whole class for a full day 

Year 2 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (times to be confirmed) 
Each Year Group will be split in two groups: 
Group A – will attend Monday and Wednesday,  
Group B – will attend Tuesday and Thursday 
Friday 11th September: 
All children in all year groups to return in full classes for a full day 

Year 3 
Year 4 
Year 5 
Year 6 

 
Week 3 

Monday 14th September 2020 
Compulsory Return - All children in all Year groups will attend school, using staggered start and end times 

On return to school, we will spend time talking to our children on our new routines including the importance of hand 
washing, using tissues if we sneeze or cough, and using our school safely.  I can assure you that as a staff, we are 
continuing to work hard to create a school environment which is safe for us all without us losing our nurturing school ethos. 
 
Staff have been repurposing their classrooms this week to ensure they are ready to receive full classes back in September.  
Believe me when I say we cannot wait to see the children again and to return to the new normal for school, and I am 
hopeful you understand as our families the difficult job we have to ensure our return is as smooth and safe for the children 
as possible especially since they have missed so much schooling. 
 
I will get information to you as families during the holiday via text and our website.  Please may I ask that if you have any 
queries, you leave a message on our telephone, or email school on cwmnedd@npt.school.  I will get back to you when I 
can.  
 
I must say a huge Thank You for your support this year, especially the last few 
months.  Please take care of yourselves and our wonderful Cwmnedd children,  
Miss S A Harwood 
Headteacher 


