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Everyone that works with children should do the best for them 
 

Wednesday 10th June 2020 

Dear parent /carer, 
Phased return to school to ‘Check-in, Catch up and Prepare’ 

 
Further to my letter last week, I wanted to write to you, so that I can inform you of our initial plans for the reopening of 
Cwmnedd Primary School on Monday 29th June 2020.  As you know this will be a phased return and our priority will 
always be the wellbeing and safety of our children and staff.  I do hope that the Minister’s announcement about no 
penalties for non-attendance at this time gave you reassurance.  Please know you have my full support if that is the 
choice you make.    
 
We are still awaiting guidance from the Welsh Government, which we hope will be released today but yesterday we 
received guidance from Neath Port Talbot Local Authority, whom we are working closely with, so I feel I can share with 
you my initial plans to help you to form your decision.   
 
Our initial plans for ‘Check-in, Catch-up and Prepare’ are as follows: 
• Childcare provision for children of key workers and vulnerable children will continue to be provided at school until 

Friday 24th July 2020, and will be a ‘pod’ of its own. 
• Face to face classroom sessions will take place over 4 days, Monday to Thursday and groups or ‘pods’ will attend 

one day per week, the same day each week. Our local authority have advised that we prioritise children in Year 1 to 
Year 6 in the first instance.   

• Children will be organised into small ‘pods’ in each year group per day, of no more than 8 children and will spend the 
day with their class mates in their pod.  All children will be with their class teacher, but there may be the rare 
occasion where this is not possible. We are working to ensure that siblings will attend school on the same day, as I 
believe this will be a great help to families who wish their children to return 

• School will open daily between 8.40a.m and 3.10 p.m. Drop-off and pick-up times will be staggered to ease and 
avoid large gatherings outside of the building.  Parents will not be allowed on site during this time, and for this reason 
we will arrange collection of children at school gates at the start and end of the school day.  This is being planned, 
and will be shared in more detail. 

• Fridays will be used as planning time for teaching staff to allow them to prepare for the next week, ensure distance 
learning is ready for continuing with learning from home and for them to ‘check-in’ with children who do not return to 
school before the end of the Summer.  A deep clean of the school will also take place every Friday. 

• A thorough clean of classrooms and communal areas of the school will take place at the end of every day. 
• There will be no Breakfast Club during the four weeks as directed by the Local Authority. 
• Children will not be expected to wear uniform, and we request that they are dressed comfortably in PE kit, as 

weather permitting, we will be outside when we can and engage in physical activity through the day. 
• All children will have their own learning pack of equipment in class to be used only by them.  We also ask that 

children do not bring resources from home.  Any equipment used will be wiped down during the day between 
sessions. 

• Children will store any bags and coats in their room with them. 
• All classrooms have access to sink facilities and children will continue with a rigorous handwashing routine. 
• Classrooms will be organised so that children have their own space and be seated 2 metres apart. 
• Children will eat lunch in their classroom. Children can bring in packed lunch or have school lunch.  Dinners must be 

paid for £2.35 per day.  This applies to all children including those using the childcare provision and children in 
receipt of Free School Meals, as parents will continue to receive payment for meals during this time. 



• Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered so that movement around the school is fluid and allows for social 
distancing, and to ensure low numbers in all areas of the school. 

• Toilets will be managed so that they are not congested, and these areas will be cleaned regularly through the day, 
namely areas of high contact such as door locks, taps, toilet seats etc. 

 
I realise that social distancing is one of the biggest concerns of parents and the ability of our children to maintain 
adequate space around themselves.  We will spend time talking to our children if they come back on our new routines 
including the importance of hand washing, using tissues if we sneeze, and keeping a safe distance from our friends.  
However, I am sure you will appreciate that whilst staff can easily distance from children, the children may struggle to 
stay away from each other.  But I can assure you that as a staff, we are working hard to create a school environment 
which is safe for us all without us losing our nurturing school ethos. 
 
I hope that these initial plans will allow you to see our intentions as a school.  I would be grateful if you would 
complete the survey which can be accessed on the link below and will be texted to you, to let me know if your 
children will be returning to school from Monday 29th June 2020.   
 
Please click link for survey:  https://bit.ly/2XHFskU 
 
Please can you respond by Monday 15th June 2020 at the latest so that I can finalise plans for pods and share 
this with you as families.   
 
Please know that you have my full support whatever you decide to do.  Thank you as always for your support, especially 
in these difficult times, 
 
Best wishes, please stay safe 
 
Miss S A Harwood 
Headteacher 
 


