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Book Activity/Ideas 
 

Matilda 

 

 

 

Horrible and Kind Teachers  

Matilda has a horrible Headteacher called Mrs Trunchbull who is very unkind to the 

children in her new school. Watch this video clip from the 1996 Film 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntirWguFrfM or you could even watch the full movie 

with your family!  

Can YOU... 

• Create and describe a HORRIBLE teacher like Mrs Trunchbull using words AND 

pictures! Use your 5 senses to help you and give your character a name! 

Matilda also has a KIND Teacher in her school called Miss Honey who is loving and caring.  

Can YOU... 

• Create and describe a KIND teacher like Miss Honey using words AND pictures! Use 

your 5 senses to help you and give your character a name!  

• Who is your favourite teacher in Trallwn Primary School? Why? Tell your family why 

you like them! You could make a card for them or send them an email! #BeKind 

 

The Twits 

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Twit are the smelliest, ugliest people in the world! They hate everything -- 

except playing mean jokes on each other! 

 

Watch the video clip from the Twits - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011lw94  

If you have the book at home you could read it if you would like. 

 

• Think and talk about all the words you could use to describe Mr and Mrs Twit –  

         use adjectives (describing words – hairy, dirty, smelly)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntirWguFrfM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011lw94


 

         use similes ( Mr Twit was as smelly as cheese!) if you can. 

• Write words, sentences or a paragraph describing Mr twit and Mrs Twit. 

• Draw pictures of the characters to show what they look like. 

• Create a pet for Mr and Mrs Twit. Draw a picture of the pet (remember it has to be 

as hairy and scary as Mr and Mrs Twit!) and describe it using adjectives. 

 

*You can use the adjective word bank in the folder to help you think of describing words* 

 

George’s Marvellous 

Medicine 

 

 

 

Perilous Potions 

 

Read the extract from George’s Marvellous Medicine. What is George putting into his 

medicine. Which adjectives has Roald Dahl used to describe some of the ingredients?  

Which words rhyme? Is there any rhyming pattern to the poem?   Can you come up with 

some new rhyming words for the poem? 

 

Choose a revolting selection of ingredients – a sock, a rubber snake, pretend worms, a tray 

of mud, a jar of slime, a picture of a slug, something hairy and so on – together with a 

saucepan and a spoon. Choose something to drop into the saucepan...as you stir, say the 

name of the ingredient with an alliterative adjective (a describing word with the same 

letter at the start) e.g. ‘mouldy mud’ ‘smelly sock’.  Can you say the ingredients with a funny 

voice?  Record yourself and share it with your teacher! 

 

Now, write your own magic medicine poem...instead of George’s Marvellous Medicine name it 

after YOU!!! 

 

Go out into your garden.  Can you create a Marvellous Mud Recipe?  Tell us what ingredients 

and equipment you used!!   



 

**Templates for writing up your recipes are in the folder for you to use** 

 

Have fun trying to say and learn the tongue twisters ‘She sells sea shells on the sea shore’, 

‘Red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry, yellow lorry’ and ‘Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled 

pepper’. Why are these called tongue-twisters?  Record yourself and share it with your 

teacher! 

 

 

Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory 

 

 

 

             

 Descriptive words for Mr Wonka’s Candy Creations! 

 

Mr Wonka created many wonderful and weird treats as part of his amazing world of candy 

inside his chocolate factory. He created everlasting gobstoppers, three course dinner 

chewing gum, rainbow candy nerds, whipple-scrumptious fudgemallow delights and many, 

many more! 

 

Ask members of your family what their favourite sweets or treats are and think of words 

to describe them.  

**Ideas for descriptive word are in the folder for you to use** 

 

You can print yourself a golden ticket for your wonderful work at home. 

 

**A Golden ticket template is in the folder for you to use** 

 
 

 

 

The Magic Finger     

https://youtube/oBbWjwC5m_c 

https://youtu.be/oBbWjwC5m_c


Magic Finger 

 

 

 

The Magic Finger by Roald Dahl is a story about a girl with a magic finger. She lives next 

door to the Gregg family who like to hunt for fun and this makes her very angry. She 

doesn't think it’s right for people to hunt animals for fun and when she gets angry, her 

finger takes control. She teaches the Gregg family a BIG lesson! 

  

Can YOU... 
 

• Play the Magic Finger game... 

“I am pointing my finger at you and you are all now…….” (choose an animal and the people you 

point your finger at must all make the animal noise and action) 

•  Tell your family.... 

Who would you like to point your magic finger at and why?   

• Draw a cartoon of what happens when you point your magic finger 

• Write the story about what happens when you point your magic finger 
 

 

 

The BFG 

 

 

Dream Jars 

The BFG catches dreams in the night and puts them in jars. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZ0Bey4YUGI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfD3kGidFds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD9p_Xy_5tQ 

Can YOU… 

• Describe your most FAVOURITE dream (Golden Fizzwizard) using words AND 

pictures 

• Describe your most HORRID nightmare (Trogglehumper) using words AND pictures 

• Fill a real jar with pictures and notes about your favourite dreams 

• Make labels for Dream Jars belonging to each of your family members 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZ0Bey4YUGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfD3kGidFds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD9p_Xy_5tQ


**Dream Jar templates and label templates are in the folder for you to use** 

• Create your very own dream catcher. Using a paper plate if you have one or draw a 

circle on a piece of paper using something round about the size of a plate. Then cut 

out inside the paper plate or circle so you just have the edging. With a hole punch or 

sharp object (ask a grown up) punch holes around the outside edge of the circle, then 

using wool, string or cotton can you thread a pattern like in the picture below. Once 

finished you could add feathers, beads and colour your dream catcher. Maybe you 

could think of some words to write on your dream catcher or hang words from the 

bottom of it. 

 

                                                                         

 

 

Roald Dahl Characters 

 

 

Drawing characters 

Roald Dahl has some amazing characters in his books, all different and uniquely drawn by 

Quentin Blake. 

Can you... 

• Watch how Quentin Blake draws a Hornswoggler - can you draw your own? Can you 

colour it and label it using powerful adjectives?    

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MhDvHDgc3A 

• Draw yourself in the style of Quentin Blake, describe yourself and why you have 

drawn yourself in that way. 

• Draw your family members as if they were characters in a Roald Dahl book? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MhDvHDgc3A


• Create a book cover using your drawing/drawings, try to include a catchy title. 

We all have a favourite character from a Roald Dahl story. It maybe the BFG, Willy Wonka, 

Mrs Twit or Matilda. 

Can you... 

• Think of a character to star in a Roald Dahl story. Do a little bit of research about 

the characters that star in his books. Will yours be tall and slender wearing a top hat. 

He may have a skip in his step when he walks and carry a cane. Which character could 

this be? 

• Create a character for yourself, once you have drawn your character, can you think 

about the colours that they may wear. Will you character wear bright colourful 

clothes like Willy Wonka, or maybe tatty and torn grey clothes like the BFG. 

• Once you have created your character can you write a description about them. You 

could draw your character then write the description around them. 

• Challenge  - can you describe your character to a family member. Try and use as much 

detail as possible. While you are describing your character ask them to draw what 

they think your character looks like. You could try this with different family 

members to see how their characters look, then compare them to your own character 

#havefun 

 

Esio Trot 

 
 

Retired bachelor Mr. Hoppy is hopelessly in love with his neighbour Mrs. Silver, but she is 

only interested in her pet tortoise Alfie, until Mr. Hoppy hatches an audacious plan to win 

her love. Read more about the characters and how Roald Dahl got his ideas for the story 

here https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/stories/a-e/esio-trot 

 

https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/stories/a-e/esio-trot


 

This is a lovely story about how Mr Hoppy buys a new tortoise every day, which is slightly 

bigger than the last, so that Mrs Silver thinks her precious Alfie is growing. Here are a 

few more details about the story http://esiotrot08.blogspot.com/2008/11/summary.html 

 

Esio Trot stands for tortoise backwards. Watch the film or read the book to see the 

message (written backwards) that Mrs Silver says to Alfie everyday. 

 

• Try writing and reading your name backwards. Now try all the members of your 

family!  

 

Can you … 

• Draw a tortoise or make it out of junk/papier mache/playdough. 

• Give your tortoise a name and then spell it backwards! 

• Write what its favourite food is (you could research what tortoises really eat). 

• Write its most hated food. 

• Write a silly thing that your tortoise can do like spin on its shell. 

 

Extra challenge 

Can you … 

• Write a fact file about a tortoise including their habitat, hibernation, diet and 

perhaps look at the difference between the smallest tortoise and the biggest. 

 

Welsh Language 

Challenges 

 

 

Foundation Phase – Choose your favourite character from a Roald Dahl book. 

Can you... 

• Draw a picture of your favourite character 

• Tick the boxes on the template to describe your character. 

http://esiotrot08.blogspot.com/2008/11/summary.html


 

• Reception & Year 1 – Choose 5 welsh describing words to write down in the box. Use 

your best handwriting! 

• Year 2 – Choose 5 welsh sentences to describe your character and write in the box. 

• All Foundation phase – Record yourself saying the describing words/sentences that 

you chose for your character and send it to your teacher! 

 

KS2 - Choose your favourite character from a Roald Dahl book. 

Can you... 

• Draw a picture of your favourite character. 

• Write a description in Welsh of your character using the sentence builder and useful 

words to help you. 

• Read your description out loud to your family. 

• Record yourself reading your description and send it to your teacher! 
 

Fantastic Mr. Fox 

 

Three horrid farmers - Boggis, Bunce and Bean - hate cunning Mr. Fox, who outwits them at 

every turn. But poor Mr. Fox and his friends don't realise how determined the farmers are 

to get them... 

After 12 years of bliss, Mr. Fox breaks a promise to his wife and raids the farms of their 

human neighbours, Boggis, Bunce and Bean. Giving in to his animal instincts endangers not 

only his marriage but also the lives of his family and their animal friends. When the 

farmers force Mr. Fox and company deep underground, he has to resort to his natural 

craftiness to rise above the opposition. 

Read more about the characters and how Roald Dahl got his ideas for the story here: 

https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/stories/f-j/fantastic-mr-fox 

 

Read the following extracts from Fantastic Mr. Fox, Chapter 16: 

https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/stories/f-j/fantastic-mr-fox


 

Mr Fox and Badger and the Smallest Fox ran across the cellar clutching a gallon jar each. 

‘Goodbye, Rat!’ they called out as they disappeared through the hole in the wall. ‘Thanks for 

the lovely cider!’ ‘Thieves!’ shrieked Rat. ‘Robbers! Bandits! Burglars!’ ‘What an impudent fellow 

Rat is.’ 

Back in the tunnel they paused so that Mr Fox could brick up the hole in the wall. He was 

humming to himself as he put the bricks back in place. ‘I can still taste that glorious cider,’ he 

said. ‘What an impudent fellow Rat is.’ ‘He has bad manners,’ Badger said. ‘All rats have bad 

manners. I’ve never met a polite rat yet.’ 

Roald Dahl liked to give his characters names that suit their personalities. Have a think about 

the type of character that you think Rat is. 

 

Can you … 

• Draw or write a list of personality traits. 

• Use a dictionary to make a list of words beginning with ‘r’ that could be suitable to 

describe Rat. 

• Think of a name for Rat - even better if you can use alliteration – e.g. Rude Rat. 

• Think of names for some of the other characters: Mr. Fox, Badger, Mrs. Fox, Mole, 

The Smallest Fox, Boggis, Bunce and Bean. 

 

Extra challenge 

Can you … 

• Create a movie poster for one of the characters using its new name. 
 

  

 



 


