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Dear parents/guardians, 
 
The Education Minister announced on Friday February the 5th that Foundation Phase pupils – aged 3-7 will return 
to face to face learning the week beginning Monday, February 22nd. This follows advice from the Welsh 
Government’s Technical Advisory Group, scientists and public health officials, which states that the improvement 
in the public health situation in Wales allows for a “partial and phased return to face-to-face learning in schools”.  
 
Whilst most parents and guardians will be overjoyed to hear this news, I’m sure many of you will have reservations 
and concerns about sending your child back to school. Strict procedures and robust risk assessments will be in 
place to mitigate the transmission of Covid-19, with every effort made to ensure the health and safety of our 
pupils, staff and wider community. We appreciate that families will have their own circumstances to consider 
before children return to school and that some of you may be sheltering and protecting family members. By 
February the 26th every Foundation Phase child is expected to attend school. If this is not possible, please contact 
the school as soon as possible with the reasons for this. 
 
Any further phasing of more year groups, including Key Stage 2 pupils, will be considered as part of the Welsh 
Government’s next 21 day review on February 19th. Online learning, and Teams meetings will continue for Key 
Stage 2 pupils. 
 
Ysgol Gymraeg Cwmnedd will continue to provide Emergency Education Provision for vulnerable children and 
children of critical workers in Key Stage 2, from February the 22nd. 
 

In order to keep the school to a minimum, parents and carers will not be able to enter the school grounds or school 
office and we will ask for the communication to remain by telephone and email. To protect the community, we will 
apply strict periodic start and finish times for different year groups. We will have school adults at the gates to 
support safe entry and exit practices. We ask you to do this as promptly as possible to ensure that social distance 
is maintained.  
 
Please see below the start times for each Foundation Phase class. You will receive a text from the school 
confirming which group your child is in by the end of the week. It will be very important that your children arrive 
on time and within the allotted time. We also advise that one parent or caregiver drop off and collect your 
child/children, to keep people on New Street to a minimum. 
 

New site access arrangements 
 

Class Start time Finish time Gate 
Morning Nursery                                      Group 1 
                                                                     Group 2 

9:15 – 9:20 
9:20 – 9:25 

11:20 – 11:25 
11:25 – 11:30 

Top gate 

Afternoon Nursery                                   Group 1 
                                                                     Group 2 

1:15 – 1:20 
1:25 – 1:30 

3:00 - 3:05 
3:10 – 3:15 

Gate in the lane 

Reception                                                   Group 1 
                                                                     Group 2 

8:50 – 9:00 
9:00 – 9:10 

3:00 – 3:10 
3:10 – 3:20 

Bottom gate 

Year 1/2                                                      Group 1 
                                                                     Group 2 
                                                                      

8:30 – 8:40 
8:40 – 8:50 

2:40 – 2:50 
2:50 – 3:00 

Bottom gate 

Key worker / Vulnerable pupils   Top gate 
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Lunch times and break times 
Lunchtime and break times will continue to look different to the children. We will ensure that each class has 
separate play and dinner times. The designated outdoor area will be used on a rota basis by each year and any 
equipment cleaned before the change point. Cleaning practices have been increased and all adults will ensure that 
new measures for cleaning the premises and equipment are maintained. The children will use the outdoor space as 
often as possible, as the outdoors is encouraged within the security measures. 
 
Good hygiene 
We will ensure that all staff and children regularly wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 
and that they understand effective handwashing techniques. Regular handwashing will include on arrival and 
when leaving the school; before and after handling food; before and after handling objects and equipment that 
may have been used by others; where there has been any physical contact and after people blow their nose, 
sneeze or cough. 
 

Once children are back in school, all frequently touched surfaces, equipment, door handles and toilets used during 
the day will be cleaned thoroughly throughout each day. We have trained all members of staff to carry out this 
activity. Classrooms in school are being prepared for the re-opening having been deep cleaned and stripped of soft 
toys and furnishings. We have made the classes as easy to clean as possible. With this in mind, it is very important 
that children only bring to school what is necessary; a named water bottle and lunch box, and their own pencil 
case that will stay in school. Promoting good and regular hygiene routines, including regular hand washing are 
built into the school day and will be overseen by all staff.  
 
School Transport 
The school bus will resume on February 22nd collecting and returning the children as usual. 

 
Breakfast Club and after school clubs 
Breakfast club will resume on Monday the 22nd of February for Nursery to Year 2 pupils.   Breakfast club hours are 
8:05 – 8:15. Foundation Phase children will need to be dropped at the bottom school gate, and vulnerable and 
children of key workers at the top gate. After school clubs will be suspended for the foreseeable future. This decision 
will continue to be reviewed and changes made accordingly. 
 
School uniform 
The children will need to wear school uniform, which we request is washed at the end of each school day, with the 
children returning in fresh clothing every day which will again lower the risk of infection. It is important that footwear 
continues to be sensible for outdoor activities; inappropriate footwear may mean that children will not be able to take 
part in an activity. 
 
Payments 
Payment are only to be made through Parent Pay. Money will not be collected in school. The local authority will 
continue to make BACS payments to families of pupils entitled to free school meals in Key Stage 2 only.  

 
Classes 
At the forefront of the new guidelines is the decision to keep all pupils within ‘class bubbles’. These bubbles will see 
pupils working and playing together within the classroom and on the yard, and also eating their lunch together. At no 
time during the day will they be mixing with their peers from other classes. Whilst all pupils will be encouraged to 
practise good hygiene habits and maintain a reasonable distance from the other pupils within their bubble, it is 
generally accepted that social distancing will be very difficult to maintain in a classroom environment. As stated in the 
Welsh government guidelines, “We recognise that younger learners will not be able to maintain social distancing, and 
it is acceptable for them not to distance within their group”.  
 
Face Coverings  
The current advice from the Chief Medical Officer for Wales is that face coverings are not required for primary 
pupils. This includes pupils who will be travelling to school on school transport. 
Parents and carers must wear face coverings when collecting and dropping off at the school gate.  
 
Can I remind everyone that the Local Authority have confirmed that the Emergency Education Provision currently 
operating at the school will be closed during the half term holiday (Monday, February 15th – Friday, February 
19th). 



 
 
 

As you can see, school life will continue to look different. Welcoming the Foundation Phase pupils back to school on 
a full time basis is a sizeable challenge and not something we are taking lightly. However, by working together and 
respecting the measures put in place to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of all members of the school 
community, we will successfully meet that challenge. 
 
Please continue to stay safe and adhere to the Public Health Wales guidelines for tackling Covid-19:  
You must:  

 stay at home  
 meet only the people you live with  
 work from home if you can  
 wear a face covering where required  
 wash your hands regularly  
 stay 2 metres from anyone you do not live with  

 
Self-isolate if you or anyone in your household has symptoms.  
If you have symptoms get a test. 

 
We hope that you are all well and staying safe. We look forward to seeing the Foundation Phase after half term!  
 

 

 
Yours sincerely 
Mrs Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Dilynwch ni ar Trydar/Follow us on Twitter @yggcwmnedd 

 
Â dawn fe gawn ein geni 
A’n hawl yw ei meithrin hi 


