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Ysgol Gynradd Rhos Primary School 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Since the Education Minister’s announcement last week, we have been making plans for the safe return to 
school for pupils in September. Following WG guidance the first two weeks of September have been 
designated as a transition period where the children will be coming back on a ‘phased return’. In doing this 
we hope that children will find returning to school as least daunting as possible, especially as many 
children have not been in school since March. 

Details of the phased return are at the bottom of this letter. Although we appreciate the phased return 
may be awkward in the first instance, it will only be for 7 school days and the benefits of this phased return 
will help the children settle more quickly. 

From September 14th it is expected that all pupils will be returning to school full time. There will be 
staggered start and finish times ranging between 8.40 – 9am. You will receive a text on Friday 17th to say 
which time your child has been allocated. We have arranged groups so that siblings will attend at the same 
time. Following advice from the LEA there will be no Breakfast club or after school clubs running for the 
near future.  

In this letter we have included information that you have received previously but just wish for you to re-
familiarise yourself it.   

How will you keep my child safe? 

We have put many safety measures in place to minimise the risk of transmission. These include: 

 A one way system around the outside of the school  
  2m distance markers on the floor inside and outside 
  Each class will be able to mix and play with each other but they will remain in that ‘bubble’ and not    

 mix with other ‘bubbles’ 
 Lunch and playtimes will be staggered 
 More regular cleaning during the day 
 Rooms will be well ventilated with windows and doors kept open  
 Children will be reminded where possible to keep their distance 
 Regular hand washing 
 Activities will be planned focussing on basic skills,  emotional, physical and social well-being 
 Installing hand sanitiser stations for visitors 
 Providing tissues and lidded bins in each classroom and reinforcing ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 
 Fostering a calm, safe environment so that your child has a positive experience in school 
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Will there be transition activities?  

During the first few days of the new term staff will be spending some time with their ‘old’ class in their new 
classroom alongside their new teacher.  Pupils in Mr. Hanford’s class will have the opportunity to meet 
with him prior to coming back to school via a Teams meeting with him on September 1st. Details of the 
meeting will be sent nearer to the date.  

What can my child bring to school? 

Due to the risk of transmission of the virus, only a limited number of items that can be brought to school. 
These are coats, a water bottle clearly labelled with their name, small lunch bag and for pupils from Y3- Y6 
a small pencil case (a letter outlining what this should include will be sent out separately).  From 
September pupils from Y3 – Y6 will be using lockers to store their possessions (coats/bags). Therefore 
please be mindful when purchasing new bags/lunchboxes that space inside the locker is limited so no over-
sized items, thank you. 

Does my child have to wear uniform? 

Yes, uniform will be expected from September onwards.  Children are also expected to bring a PE kit to 
school, to comprise of a plain t shirt and a pair of shorts.  PE session days will be sent out at the start of 
term. 

Should my child wear a face covering? 

This is your choice, however, Welsh Government guidelines state that ‘no one who may not be able to 
handle face coverings as directed (e.g. young children) should wear them as it might inadvertently increase 
the risk of transmission’. Please note that face coverings will also make it more difficult for others to read 
your child’s facial expressions and hear your child as they keep their distance.  

What happens if a child or staff member becomes ill during the day? 

We will be following the Welsh Government set procedures if a staff member or child shows symptoms on 
site. Staff displaying symptoms will go home immediately. Children showing symptoms will be taken to a 
separate room (staffroom in FP and green screen room in Juniors) and supervised until they are collected. 
Surfaces that anyone symptomatic has come in contact with will be thoroughly cleaned. Welsh 
Government guidelines should be followed with regards to isolation and symptomatic individuals should 
get tested. Pupils within the same pod as a staff member or child showing symptoms will not need to self-
isolate unless they display symptoms themselves. Welsh Government guidelines state: 

“Anyone displaying symptoms should stay at home for 7 days and should arrange to be tested. Anyone 
who lives with someone displaying symptoms but remains well should stay at home for 14 days from the 
day the first person became ill.” 
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What if a child or family member develops symptoms at home? 

Any child displaying symptoms or any child with a family member displaying symptoms should not attend 
school. Welsh Government self-isolation guidelines should be followed.  

By bringing your child to school you are making a declaration that your household is well, and nobody is 
displaying any symptoms.  

What happens if there is an outbreak in the school? 

If there are multiple cases of COVID-19 in a school then experts from across the NHS and local government 
will work together to prevent ongoing transmission within the school. This will involve identifying those 
exposed, any child or staff member who is at increased risk and provide tailored infection control 
advice. Advice based on the assessment of each individual situation will be provided to support the school 
in preventing further spread. 

 

Will you administer First Aid to my child? 

Yes, we have always had trained First Aiders in school and these will continue to carry out their role. As per 
new government guidelines, any staff administering First Aid will need to wear PPE.  

 

What will happen for lunch? 

In order to try to minimise pupil migration between school buildings and reduce the risk of cross 
contamination, pupils will be eating their lunch within the building they are housed in. Therefore, pupils 
will need to bring a packed lunch to school (to include a drink). Pupils in receipt of a free school meal will 
be provided with a ‘Grab & Go’ bag prepared by the school cook. Pupils in the Foundation phase will eat 
their packed lunches in the dining hall, due to a lack of tables/chairs in their classrooms. There will be 2 
sittings, one per class and the dining room tables will be thoroughly cleaned between sittings. Pupils in Y3 – 
Y6 will eat in their classes. Cleaning of tables will take place before and after they eat. Lunch provision will 
be reviewed at half term in October. 

Pupils arriving  

We ask that only 1 adult accompanies your child to school to minimise the number of people on the school 
site. Any small children who you must bring along should be kept close to you at all times. Please do not 
arrive at school before your child’s allocated start or finish time. You will need to follow the one-way 
system out of the school and re-enter via the correct entrance. We understand that this is an 
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inconvenience, but this is a necessary measure to ensure social distancing around the school. If you need 
to speak to the class teacher, we kindly ask that you email them or ring the school office. If it is urgent, 
please respect the 2m distance whilst speaking to them.  

 Rec –Y2 pupils and parents will need to enter the school grounds via the gate in Delfordd, and line 
up on the pathway. Parents are asked to leave the school premises immediately by following the 
one-way system past the building, and exit via the driveway exit on Heol Y Nant. Signage will direct 
you, for safety reasons please ensure you follow the directions. 
 

 Junior/KS2 pupils and parents will need to enter the school grounds through the pedestrian gate on 
Heol Y Nant and line up in the yard using the class markers (even in the rain). Teachers will call the 
children in and parents are asked to leave the school premises as soon as your child has entered the 
building. Parents will need to leave following the one-way system down the yard steps and through 
the driveway gates. Signage will direct you, for safety reasons please ensure you follow the 
directions. 

 Nursery pupils and parents will need to enter the school grounds through the pedestrian gate on 
Heol Y Nant and line up at the green gate by the steps. Teachers will call the children in and parents 
are asked to leave the school premises as soon as your child has entered the building. Parents will 
need to leave following the one-way system and exit the school site via the school drive. Signage 
will direct you, for safety reasons please ensure you follow the directions. 

 

Collecting children at the end of the day. 

Please follow the arrival procedures and one-way system and wait for your child to be sent out to you. We 
ask that parents please, where possible, observe the 2m rule when on the school site. One way systems 
must be adhered to. 

Staggered Start and End Times of the school day from 14th September  

All classes  Start time End time 

Group 1 8.40 3.10 

Group 2 8.50 3.20 

Group 3 9am 3.30 

 

Please remember we are trying our very best to make school as safe as possible, and do 
the best for your children. We have planned meticulously, but please appreciate that we 
will be navigating our way through this phased return as we learn new ways of working 
with whole classes. Plans will be reviewed throughout the school year and procedures 
may be subject to change but we will inform you as soon as we can if this is the case. 

If you have any worries or concerns, please ask, by working together we can support the 
fight against this virus.  
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Phased Return Timetable Thursday 3rd – Friday 11th September  

 

Week 2 Morning session  
9am start - to be collected by 2.30pm 

Afternoon session 1.15pm to be 
collected 3.15pm 

Monday 7th  Mrs Jones’ –    Year 1  
Mrs Chick’s –   Year 1  
Mrs Cooper’s – Year 3   
Mr Hanford –   Year 5  
Miss Cox’s –     Year 5  

Nursery  
(who had started school before lockdown)  
 

Tuesday 8th  Mrs Jones’ –     Rec   
Mrs. Chick’s –   Year 2s  
Mrs. Cooper’s – Year 4s  
Mr. Hanford’s – Year 4  
Miss Cox’s –      Year 6  

 
New Nursery pop-in 
 – invite only 

Wednesday 9th 
 

Mrs Jones’ –     Rec  
Mrs Chick’s –      Y2  
Mrs Cooper -    Y3/4 all pupils 
Mr Hanford –   Y4/5 all pupils 
Miss Cox –        Y5/6 all pupils 

Nursery 
(who had started school before lockdown)  

Thursday 10th   Mrs Jones ‘–     Y1  
Mrs Chick’s –      Y1  
Mrs Cooper -     Y3/4 all pupils 
Mr Hanford –    Y4/5 all pupils 
Miss Cox –         Y5/6 all pupils 

New Nursery pop-in  
– invite only 

 

Friday 11th  Mrs Jones –       Rec/Y1 all pupils 
Mrs Chick –        Y1/2 all pupils  
Mrs Cooper –      Y3/4 all pupils 
Mr Hanford –     Y4/5 all pupils 
Miss Cox –          Y5/6 all pupils 

Nursery 
(who had started school before lockdown) - 
 

 

Week 1 Morning session  
9am start - to be collected by 12pm 

Afternoon session 1.15pm to be 
collected 3.15pm 

Monday 31st  BANK HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 1st  Re-purposing – closed to pupils 

Wednesday 2nd  Re-purposing – closed to pupils 

Thursday 
3rd 

 

Mrs Chick’s –     Year 1  
Mrs Cooper’s –   Year 3   
Mr Hanford –    Year 5  
Miss Cox’s –      Year 5  

Mrs Jones’ – Year 1  
 
 

 
Friday 

4th  
Mrs. Chick’s –    Year 2  
Mrs. Cooper’s – Year 4  
Mr. Hanford’s – Year 4  
Miss Cox’s –      Year 6  

Mrs Jones’ – Reception  
 


