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Following Jesus As We Live And Learn Together 

Phased Reopening 29th June 2020 
A Guide for Parents/Carers 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you found the telephone conversation with your child’s class teacher reassuring and helpful 
and supported you in making the decision whether or not to send your child to school from 29th 
June. I appreciate many of you are waiting for further information from us about what this return 
will look like.  
 
We received the guidance from Welsh government late Wednesday afternoon and we have spent 
time considering the safest and best way to bring children into school.  
 
The guidance is clear that schools should consider their own circumstances and ability to bring in 
children in a safe way for staff and pupils. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to give you as much detail as possible regarding our reopening and 
measures being put in place for staff, pupils, and parents/carers. This, along with the risk 
assessment, has been completed with the Local Authority, the staff, the Governing Board and our  
Health and Safety Officers. Please understand that the arrangements proposed for St Joseph’s may 
differ from other schools so it is not advisable to compare. Each school has different phases of 
education and constraints in terms of staffing and accommodation and we are all planning for the 
wellbeing of our own schools and our own situations. We are also aware of the need to be flexible 
and allow room for change as the situation with Covid19 evolves. 
 
What we propose from 29th June: 
 

 St Joseph’s will reopen on a rota system for pupils in Year 6, Year 4 and Year 2 on week 1 
(29.6.20) and week 3 (13.7.20) followed by Year 5, Year 3 and Year 1 on week 2 (6.7.20) 
and week 4 (20.7.20). Reception classes will come in on week 1, 2 and 3. This allows us to 
bring in children from a single year group on every corridor or building safely.  

 St Joseph’s plans to have class sizes no larger than 10  
 

A timetable will be issued showing the dates and times for each year group. We will be closed on 
Fridays for further cleaning. 

 Staggered breaktimes and zoned areas for outdoor play 

 Staggered pick up and drop off times for parents/carers (see attached timetable) 

 Increased cleaning, as per the Government guidance 

 A clear protocol in case staff or children show symptoms of Covid19 

 A curriculum designed to ease children back into school and focus on mental and physical 
wellbeing 

 Care to remain in place Monday to Friday for critical worker children and vulnerable pupils 
(as per the Government definitions) 

 Home Learning to continue for all St Joseph’s children 
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For those who are thinking about sending your child back on 29th June, here are some points to 
consider. 
 
Should I bring my child to school? 
 
It is well known that there are mixed feelings around the Government’s directive to reopen 
schools. Some will welcome the opportunity for their child(ren) to return, whilst others will be 
anxious and have concerns. I wish to emphasise that children are invited to return to school and be 
very clear that parents/carers need to make their own assessment. We cannot advise parents on 
their choice, but we will respect any decision to either send or not send a child. At this time, Welsh 
Government, have confirmed that there is no intention to penalise or prosecute for non-
attendance.  
 
If you do decide to send your child to school: 
 

 You must be on time. This is so important given that we will be trying to enforce a 
staggered timetable and reduce the number of people together at any one time. 

 If your child is absent from school then you must inform school of their absence and the 
reason why via Text or email only. Parents/carers will not be allowed on to the school 
premises and therefore not in to the office. 

 You will not be able to collect your child early or part way through the day unless we have 
contacted you otherwise. 

 
How do I drop off and collect my child? 
  
As the drop off and collection times are staggered we will be using a specific system for each year 
group. For drop off, children (plus no more than one adult) will enter the school via their 
designated entrance and exit point (see timetable). And for collection, it will be the same.   
 
What class will my child be in? 
 
The Government guidance states that children should be in their own small group. In school this 
basically means that they will do everything in their own small group; so as not to mix with other 
children/adults and increase the risk of any potential transmission. So, this will include things like: 

 Always being in the same classroom 

 Always using the same table, the same equipment (packs being prepared by staff) and 
keeping things like a coat on the back of their chair 

 Always having the same space on a carpet which has been marked out 

 Always having the same teaching staff  

 Always eating and having breaks at the same designated time 

 Playing in zoned areas (our grounds will be marked off accordingly) 
 

As we are bringing in year groups on different floors it is possible for each year group to have their 
own set of toilets, thus reducing the risk of infection.  
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What will my child be taught at school? 
 
Teachers will be planning very carefully what they will be teaching during this period. Paper will be 
used instead of normal class books and no work will be taken home by the teacher. If marking is 
needed then the children will do it themselves under the direction of the teacher. This is called 
self-assessment and it is something the children are used to and have done before. 
 
What should my child wear? 
 
Children will be asked to come in summer school uniform, but please do not buy anything new, 
something close to our uniform will be fine, however, we would ask that you adhere to the 
following guidelines: 

 Velcro or slip on shoes for any child that cannot fasten their laces (so that staff do not have 
to do it for them and therefore remain 2m apart) 

 Younger children – if they have coat make sure they can fasten it up without help if 
needed. However, if the forecast is warm then please do not send a coat or jumper in with 
them as we are trying to reduce storing any items from home in school where possible. 

 
What should my child bring? 
 

 No unnecessary items should be brought to school – no bookbags, diaries or PE Kits 

 Your child can bring in their own named pencil case if they choose or we will provide the 
necessary equipment which will be solely for your child to use. There will be no sharing of 
equipment.  

 Your child can bring a named water bottle into school 

 If your child is having a packed lunch then make sure they can open/unwrap all items 
independently 

 Parents/Carers will not be able to drop off items throughout the day if forgotten. If a child 
forgets to bring their packed lunch, school will provide the child with a packed lunch 
 
What will happen at lunchtime? 
 
Those children who are staying all day must bring their own packed lunch.  
Those children who are attending morning or afternoon sessions must have their lunch after or 
before coming to school 
 
Will the staff be wearing face masks or other PPE? 
 

 Staff will have access to PPE should they need it in a first aid or intimate care situation.  
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What other safety measures are being put in place? 
 
We have conducted a thorough Risk Assessment and it is available on our website in the 
Coronavirus updates section. 
Here are some other measures we will be putting in place: 

 Social distancing will be marked out, where applicable, in the playground, in classrooms 
and on the corridors. 

 Robust handwashing will be encouraged throughout the day where appropriate (staff and 
children). To help us with this, please show your child how to wash their hands properly 
using the BBC video and make sure they have washed their hands before coming to school 
in the morning. In school we will monitor this in an age appropriate way. 

 Posters will be displayed by sinks to show how to effectively wash hands 

 Staff and pupils encouraged to follow the Catch it, Kill it, Bin it protocol (with posters 
around school). Disposable tissue will be available in classrooms and staff areas and to be 
immediately disposed of following use 

 Hand sanitiser will be available but should only be used where handwashing is not 
accessible; rather than as a general alternative to handwashing 

 Classrooms will be ventilated as appropriate. Doors (where practical) will be propped open 
throughout the day to reduce contact with door handles. Fire considerations have been 
risk assessed around this. 

 Staff will try to maintain a 2m distance, where practical, so they will not be able to closely 
interact with pupils regarding learning 

 Children will be encouraged (as far as is possible) to keep a 2m distance from others. To 
help us with this, please talk to your child.  

 If we are using iPads or other equipment, they will be cleaned before and after use 

 Only one child will be allowed in the toilets at any one time and this will be monitored by 
staff 

 There will be no ‘whole-school’ assemblies 

 The school will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day and deep cleaned on a 
Wednesday. Classrooms will also be cleaned between sessions (where pupils are coming in 
for a morning or afternoon session).  

 Frequently touched surfaces throughout the school will be wiped down with antibacterial 
wipes and/or spray regularly 

 
What happens if someone becomes unwell during the school day? 
 
If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature at school, the 
parent will be called to collect them and they will be sent home. Parents will be advised to follow 
the COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection guidance. 
If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be 
isolated behind a closed door, with appropriate adult supervision. A window will be opened for 
ventilation.  
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Will my child be safe? 
 
Safety is at the core of these plans and we will do all we can to mitigate risks of transmission of 
Covid 19 to staff and children. However, as I am sure you understand, there is no guarantee that 
these steps will prevent infection to any individual. 
 
Our aim is to protect the staff and pupils from the virus and to limit any impact of it on staff, 
parents and children by applying three key strategies: 
 
1. Significantly reducing group sizes and regular handwashing 
2. Mitigating (where possible) contamination risks by restricting the contact between groups 
and individuals. 
3. Extending regular cleaning opportunities to include periodic deep clean practices. 
 
How can parents/carers help? 
 

 Parents, under no circumstances, should send children to school if they or any member of 
the household have any symptoms indicating Covid19 or when they or any other person in 
the household are required to isolate for other reasons (including shielding for underlying 
health concerns).  

 
NHS Wales define symptoms as: 
1. Fever or high temperature (including ‘hot to touch’) 
2. New, persistent cough (three to four coughing sessions of around an hour duration within 24 
hours) 
3. Loss of taste or smell 
 
 
Class teachers will be available for you to speak with in school on Wednesday and Thursday this 
week. Unfortunately, we will have very limited capacity to change allocated days or times, and 
numbers have been worked out based on parents who have told us their child will be returning to 
school. If there is a change to your decision, please inform us immediately. 
 
 
And finally, we are always aware of the very important matter of wellbeing at St Joseph’s  and this 
remains at the forefront of our minds. We remind every member of staff, every child and now we 
remind you, our St Joseph’s community, that these are unprecedented times and we are all doing 
the best we can given the information we have available. No decision is the wrong one if it is right 
for you and your family. We support everyone’s choice and hope that school life can return to 
normality as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
 

With every good wish to you and your family, 
 
Angela Heald 
Headteacher 


