
 

Summer Newsletter - Final Edition 
Dear Parents / Carers and members of the Community, 

As I write the foreword for the final Ysgol Dewi Sant Summer Term Newsletter, 

I am filled with pride for what this remarkable small community and school 

has achieved during its existence. Although it is an emotional time for all of  us 

with connections to YDS, we should look to the future with excitement and 

anticipation.  

As I look back on the last year, I recall the meetings we had last summer as a 

group of parents, governors and senior staff  where anxieties about the move to 

Haverfordwest were expressed and even fears we would never return! I cannot 

believe where the time has gone and I am proud of what our pupils have 

achieved during the 2017 academic year. I truly believe that the challenges 

they have faced have been a learning opportunity and I am confident that this 

summer’s, results will be the best ever in the history of the school. I look 

forward to seeing many happy faces at Bro Dewi for the A Level results on 

August 16th and the GCSE results on 23rd August.  

This term has once again has been remarkably busy with the Milward hall a 

hive of activity with public and internal exams which were taken very 

seriously by our younger pupils.  I was delighted to read their reports which 

describes the excellent results and progress achieved by many. 

I am once again very proud of the outstanding school and individual pupil 

successes that we have celebrated and shared with you within the Christmas 

and Easter Newsletter and almost daily on Twitter @ydsstdavids. 

May I take this opportunity to warmly invite the community to attend a service 

at the Cathedral on Friday 7th September at 9.30am to give thanks and prayer 

for the opening of Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi.  

I wish you all a restful summer and look forward to our return to St Davids at 

the start of the new academic year. 

David Haynes 

Headteacher 



Sporting Achievements  

Maisie,Y7 has enjoyed a number of successes whilst 

playing golf  in various competitions. She was placed 

3rd in the Tenby Open, drawing competitors from 

across Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire and 

followed that up with two wins at her home club 

Milford Haven. Good luck for your future matches.  

Sporting Achievements  

Congratulations to Year 9 student, Anwen, who represents 

Lowri Jones School of dance.  She received a 6th place in 

solo freestyle and slow and 4th in the team dance earlier in 

the year.  

Music Achievements  

Ysgol Dewi Sant was awarded the Gold Certificate by 

the Incorporated Society of Musicians, who ‘recognise 

schools’ achievements in music and celebrates their 

commitment to music education shown by the high 

uptake and achievement of their pupils.  

In 2017, more than 20% of all pupils at Key Stage 4 

took and achieved an A*-C in Music.  This puts YDS in 

the top two schools across Wales. 

YDS Achievements  



Technocamps Robotics  

A group of 8 pupils from year 8 ( Jessie) and year 7 (Macey, Imogen, Elffin, Betsi, 

William, Cameron & Freddie) took their Lego Robots to the annual Technocamps Robotics 

challenge. The theme this year was Autonomous Artists and the pupils designed, built 

and programmed their robot to meet this brief with an abstract painting robot from the 

boys and a dancing robot built by the girls. Both teams also produced a poster and a 

video explaining the development process as well as completing a live challenge on the 

day, which 

involved 

remodeling and 

reprogramming 

their robot in just 

two hours. They 

all did extremely 

well in the 

process and the 

judges were 

impressed by 

their teamwork 

and enthusiasm. 

Well done! Dr 

Pearce. 

Chemistry Festival 

Year 8 Chemistry 

team won first prize 

in the Salters' 

Challenge at The 

Chemistry Festival at 

Swansea University. 

Well done to all the 

pupils who took part.  



Tasty Food Challenge  
On the 2nd of July,  Y8 pupils attended the 
Tasty Food Challenge at Pembrokeshire 
College where they learnt about allergens in 
foods, conducted blindfold tasting of 
natural ingredients used in allergen free ice 
cream, and then made their own allergen 
free ice cream in a commercial kitchen. 

KS3 Tasting Insects 

KS3 have been working very hard learning 

about the sustainability of eating insects in the 

future and how nutritious the new bug food is! 

They have created exciting new displays for our 

canteen showing all the benefits of eating 

insects. On Friday 6th July, the local Bug Farm in 

St. David's visited the school with some of their 

tasty dishes. All the children were offered ‘bug 

bolognese’ for lunch. Year 7’s and 9’s were also 

offered the opportunity to try different dishes at 

a workshop arranged by the Bug Farm. These 

included bug burgers and bolognese.  



Year 10 Geography Field Trip  

Year 10 Geography pupils took part in a field trip to the River Syfynwi on  the 9th July. 

The day was led by Pembrokeshire National Park and all pupils worked hard and gained a 

lot from the experience.  This will contribute to their GCSE studies. 



Year 10 Mosque Visit  

On the 2nd of July a very informative and enjoyable visit was made by the Year 10 GCSE 

RS class to the South Wales Islamic Centre, Cardiff. The Imam of the Mosque, 

Muhammad, gave all the pupils an enlightened insight to key religious concepts and the 

features of the Mosque.  

Charity Skydive for ‘Dreams and Wishes’  

On the 26th May, Nathan Foster and Tom Morris took 

part in a charity skydive at Swansea Airfield. Money 

raised was donated to Dreams and Wishes a charity 

which gives children with lifelong illnesses an 

opportunity for all of their dreams and wishes to come 

true. Nathan and Tom were both inspired to raise 

money for this charity by Luke Harding who recently 

lost his battle to Cancer. Dreams and wishes was a 

charity close to Luke and his families heart. Luke had 

raised over £30,000  with his family #teamharding for 

Ward 10 and also a number of other different charities 

including Dreams and Wishes.  Nathan and Tom have 

donated a massive £820.00 to Dreams and Wishes and 

have also presented Luke's mum and dad Mr and Mrs 

Harding with a cheque of this amount to show their 

support for #teamharding.  



Simple steps can help your child be organised so that 

mornings are not stressful 

Here are some tips: 

Parents/carers can help by assisting with packing schoolbags 

the night before and check classcharts and planners to check 

equipment needed and to keep an eye on progress. 

Tired children aren’t punctual and find it more difficult to 

concentrate and learn, so ensure that your child has a sensible 

bed time. 

Pupils can become unsettled if they arrive at school late and it 

can impact on the rest of their day. Getting pupils up in the 

morning and getting them to school on time can help to avoid 

this so that they arrive in school with their friends. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Days off School add up to lost 
Learning/Wellbeing 

Good school attendance includes being there on time. Punctuality is a life skill. The habit of 

punctuality will help your child throughout their education, into adult life and the work place. If 

pupils arrive late to school every day their learning beings to suffer. It also impacts on the learning 

of their peers every time they arrive in class late. The graph shows how being late to school every 

day over a school year adds up to lost learning time. 

190 DAYS IN A SCHOOL YEAR 

175 NON SCHOOL DAYS TO SPEND ON FAMILY TIME, VISITS, HOLIDAYS, 

SHOPPING, CONCERTS AND OTHER APPOINTMENTS 

  

190 SCHOOL 

DAYS IN EACH 

YEAR FOR YOUR 

CHILDS 

EDUCATION 

  

10 DAYS 

ABSENCE 

= 

180 DAYS OF 

EDUCATION 

  

19 DAYS 

ABSENCE 

= 

171 DAYS OF 

EDUCATION 

29 DAYS 

ABSENCE/ A 

TERM MISSED 

= 

161 DAYS OF 

EDUCATION 

  

38 DAYS 

ABSENCE 

= 

152 DAYS OF 

EDUCATION 

  

47 DAYS OF 

ABSENCE 

= 

143 DAYS OF 

EDUCATION 

  

100%  

  

95% 

  

90% 

  

85% 

  

80% 

  

75% 

GOOD 

Best Chance of success: gets your 

child off to a flying start 

WORRYING 

Less chance of success. 

Makes it harder to make progress  

SERIOUS CONCERN 

Not fair on your child 

Court action! 

Congratulations!  

Another record breaking year of attendance 95.7 

#togetherstronger 

Every minute counts! Why punctuality is so important 



Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi  

Transition Days 

Over 140 year 5 and 6 pupils attended two exciting transition days at the Dewi Campus 

on 19th and 22nd June. Pupils participated in a variety of activities which introduced 

them to a thematic approach to learning which would be extended from the 

Development Phase in Key Stage 2 cross phase to the Momentum Phase into Key Stage 3.  

On day one, artist Emily Laurens, Dr.Sam Langdon and several YPD staff  delivered a 

range of workshops ranging from music, poetry, art and crafts and geography to science 

and drama. All activities were driven by the Adders are Amazing project. They were also 

visited  by the new Dean Cannon Leigh Richardson and Headteacher, Mr.Haynes. 



Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi  

Transition Days 

On day two, the year 6 pupils had a tour of the new Dewi campus and were very 

excited to be the first pupils of the new school to step foot into the 21st century 

classrooms.  

The activity for the day was led by local artists Graheme Hurdwood and Rod Williams 
along with the dynamic new Head of Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing Mrs.Cilla 
Bramley. The pupils used the inspiration they gained from the adders project, the 
cathedral and the local Penrhyn Dewi landscape to design a mural for Graheme to 
complete which will take pride of place in the new school atrium. 



End of Year Visits  

Year 7 End of Year Visit  

Year 7  went on the Voyages of Discovery ribs around Ramsey island where they learned 

about the geography, nature, wildlife and history of the landscape. They were privileged 

to have a tour of the breathtaking new lifeboat station and lifeboat at St.Justinians. After 

a short coast path walk they visited the Treginnis Farm for City Children where the 

charismatic Les James treated them to stories about the animals as they toured the farm 

and met the animals and gained an insight into the work that goes on there in bringing 

inner city children to the headland. 

On Wednesday 11th June, pupils travelled back to Penrhyn Dewi to take part in an 

exciting programme of activities focusing on the outdoors and using it as a vehicle to 

learn about our local landscape and environment via the RNLI and with the help of our 

local businesses and charities who subsidised our events.  



End of Year Visits  

Year  8 End of Year Visit  

Year 8 enjoyed a challenging but fantastic learning experience of team building and 

learning about the farm and business at Celtic Camping which is also the venue of the 

Red Bull Cliff  Diving 

We are extremely grateful to Celtic Camping, Voyages of Discovery, Treginnis Farm 
and  the RNLI for such an inspirational and educational experience. Special thanks to 
John Williams and PCC transport for their support. #community #outdoorlearning 



Health Day 2018 

Another successful Annual Health Day 

took place at Ysgol Dewi Sant on 12th 

July.  

During the course of the day, pupils took 

part in a number of different  

workshops to raise their awareness and 

understanding of a range of issues 

connected to Wellbeing. 



Health Day 2018 

Workshops included information on Autism Awareness, how to take care of 

our own mental health, the dangers of smoking and substance misuse, the 

importance of hygiene, being safe within the media, violence and alcohol 

and our own confidence and self-esteem.    

 

Thank you to all of  the visitors for giving us your time and coming in and 

producing the amazing workshops. All children thoroughly enjoyed.  



New Head Boy and Head Girl 

of Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi  

Next Years Year 11 will take on the 

important role of Head boy and Head 

girl.  

Students of Ysgol Dewi Sant, Bro Dewi 

and Solva were all given the 

opportunity to vote for their favourite 

candidate.  

On Friday 13th, members of the school 

council of Ysgol Dewi Sant interviewed 

candidates to select the students best 

suited to the roles.  

Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi VA is delighted to present the first Senior Prefects of the school. 

The first Head Boy is Peter Richards and his Deputy is Dafydd Cotton. The first Head 

Girl is Cerys Rees Harries and her Deputy will be Efa Wilson. 

Best wishes for your busy year in Office starting in September. 



The Final YDS Year 11 & Year 13 

Leavers Assembly  

It was delightful to celebrate the last day in school with our outstanding Year 11 and 

Year 13 pupils.  They attended separate assemblies to reflect on their time at the school 

and for staff  to say a fond farewell.  We wish all our pupils who are leaving, the very 

best for the future at Pembrokeshire College or University.  We look forward to 

celebrating their successes during the GCSE and A Level results days in August. 











Dates for the calendar 
Summer and Autumn term 2018   

 End of Summer Term - Friday, 20th July 

 INSET Day - Monday, 23rd July and Tuesday, 24th July 

 AS/A2 Results to Students - Thursday 16th August  - Bro Dewi 

 GCSE Results to Students - Thursday 23th August - Bro Dewi 

 INSET Day - Monday 3rd, Tuesday 4th, Wednesday 5th September 

 Autumn Term - Thursday 8th September  

 INSET Day - Monday 10th September  

 Half Term - Monday, 29th October - Friday, 2nd November 

Did you know….you can follow YDS on  

Twitter 

Find us    @ydsstdavids 


