Spring Term Newsletter 2018
Dear Parents / Carers and members of the Community,
Thank you once again for the outstanding support you have given
the school since the start of 2018. I believe that the pupils have
made excellent progress this term and I am very optimistic that
the final set of exam results in August will be the best ever in the
history of the school. However, pupils will only achieve their
potential if they use their time wisely over the Easter break and
make the most of the considerable advice they have received.
It was pleasing to see so many of you at recent final events held at
the school, such as various Parents’ Evening’s and our last ever
outstanding YDS school production which was The Wizard of Oz.
I would like to thank the Mayor of St David’s and the City Council
members for allowing us to hold our final School Prize Evening
on 28th March. I was very proud to see so many past and present
pupils coming to the stage to receive their well-deserved awards
and certificates. I was also thrilled to see so many of you at our
last ever St Davids Day service at the Cathedral and I am very
much looking forward to the first Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi Service
next year.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy
and restful Easter Holiday.
David Haynes
Headteacher

International Women’s Day
YDS Style

On the 8th March as part of the global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural
and political achievements of women, Year 10 & 11 students Megan, Lorna, Imogen,
Chloe and Anya had an enjoyable, educational and interesting day at Bluestone Wales.

Also on International Women’s
day, our Year 7 pupils took part
in an Energy Quest Energiser
workshop run by EESW
(Engineering Education Scheme
Wales)
at Ysgol Dewi Sant with the girls
winning the Engineering event.

YDS welcomes St Hilda’s
3-16 school from Argentina
We had the privilege of welcoming
St Hilda’s 3-16 secondary school from
Argentina to YDS on the 31st January.
They joined us in song, sport and the spirit
of global friendship. An awesome day.
Diolch pawb Bienvenido!

Congratulations to our
Head Girl Megan!
Massive Congratulations to our Head Girl,
Megan who won the Area Rotary Young
Musician Competition on Wednesday 31st
January.

Our brilliant speakers!
Also Congratulations to Year 9 students,
Isabel and Zara and Year 7 student Nathan
of their high standard performance for the
Area Youth Speaks Competition at Plas
Hyfryd Hotel at the end of January.

The Wizard of Oz
YDS Production
25th - 27th January

We were so proud of all our YDS students who participated in The Wizard of Oz, Ysgol
Dewi Sant’s last School Production. The students performed 3 public evening performances
as well as a public dress-rehearsal for the local primary schools. All performances were
extremely well received. A massive thank you to all involved, both pupils and staff for your
talents and commitment to put on such memorable performances of this iconic story.

We are so proud of you all
Ardderchog Pawb!

YDS participate in the Health
Schools Wellbeing Conference
Congratulations to our Year 10 students, Evie Young and
Cerian Churchill, for flying the flag for YDS at
Carmarthenshire’s Healthy Schools Wellbeing
Conference, Parc y Scarlets. The students shared their
experiences of Mindfulness, which has been embedded
at YDS over the past 5 years, and is recognised by ERW
as sector leading practice. Delegates at the conference
included primary and secondary teachers, Educational
Child Psychologists, Primary Mental Health Care
Practitioners and Nurses, all of whom were interested in
introducing mindfulness into their workplaces. Working
alongside Elizabeth Williams (Teacher and Trainer of
Mindfulness), Mrs Raggett, Cerian and Evie delivered
workshops to include an introduction to mindfulness, with reference to how it impacts
on children’s wellbeing, and how it is integral to the ethos of YDS. A further focus was
how mindfulness links in with the New Curriculum for Wales (Successful Futures). The
workshops were followed by question and answer sessions.

Language Ambassadors
At the beginning of February, YDS students, Isabel, Mathew, Billy, Ben Swain, Amber,
Georgia and Harry attended an ERW event at Swansea University. They took a taster session
in Spanish, learned about how languages can improve your career and found out about the
importance of modern languages with STEM subjects. They also had the opportunity to meet
Huw Edwards, the Welsh news presenter who explained why he had learned languages
himself and how he considered them to be important for young people today. As a result,
these students are now YDS’s Language Ambassadors and have since organised a pancake
day, French songs in the Eisteddfod, and are looking forward to establishing a Languages
club for all YDS students.

Wellbeing of Children &
Young People Conference
Huge congratulations to Megan & Seamus (Year
11) and to Willian (Year 7) for presenting at the
prestigious National Conference in Cardiff for
the Wellbeing of Children and Young People.

Year 11 Aiming for
Excellence French Day
The Year 11 French GCSE group
enjoyed an exciting and challenging
day of French at The Archives In
Pembrokeshire this half term.
Students spent the day conversing in
French, playing games, completing
GCSE style learning activities and
preparing for their oral exams. The
day was a huge success and students
went home feeling more confident
and capable of being able to achieve
highly in their forthcoming exams.

Language Ambassadors raise funds

On Shrove Tuesday, our Year 9 Language Ambassadors raised £31.00 selling pancakes.

YDS Sporting Achievements
Spring Term 2018
Congratulations
to our YDS girls
Cricket Team
who took part
in an area
tournament on
the 9th March.

Congratulations to Year 11 student
Soloman, who particapted played the last
15 minutes as Scarlets West beat Scarlets
East on the 8th March.

Congratulations to Year 10 students
Fred and Kieran who represented
Pembrokeshire schools in the
Scarlets Super 5 event held in
Nantgaredig on the 21st February.
Congratulations
to Year 7 student
Laura, who
competed in the
Welsh
Trampolining
Gradings on the
25th February.
Laura picked up
a Silver Medal for
the team entry
with Club
Sauterelle, for the
U-13 Category.

YDS Sporting Legends
Successes in 2018

Ysgol Dewi Sant are extremely proud of
former pupils
Lisa Neumann and Jasmine Joyce.
Both were named in the WRU ladies Six
Nations squad.
Lisa earned two caps with her first full
start in the game against Ireland at
Donnybrook Park. She played a full game
and came in as a replacement in 3 others.
Jaz had two full games in the last two
matches and has been selected as part of
the Welsh Sevens Team for the
Commonwealth Games. She travels to
Brisbane at the end of the month and we
wish her the very best of luck.

Understanding the game!
Pembrokeshire schools Wheelchair basketball competition. A massive well done to
all the teams who took part.

Pembrokeshire
Netball Winners
Special congratulations to our fantastic
Year 10 Girls Netball Team
who are
Pembrokeshire Champions this year.

YDS Musical Achievements
Spring Term 2018

On Saturday 24th Febraury, Year 11 student Chloe had a chance to take part
in a workshop and a concert at Aberystwyth University Arts Centre, with the
National Youth Jazz Orchestra (NYJO).
Congratulations to Seren in Year 8 who
recently sung in Swansea and met Ian
Gough who congratulated her on her
performance.

Work with the
Arts Council of Wales
Some of Y9 have spent the last ten weeks
working on a project for Arts Council of Wales
as part of Lead Creative Schools Project.
They're enjoying their reward! The image on
the windows and pillar is a forced perspective
image so can only be seen from a certain angle.
Well done Year 9!

Digital IT Successes
On the 15th March, fourteen
YDS pupils from years 7 through to
year 11 took part in The Computer
Society Oxford Computing Challenge.
They had been invited to take part
through achieving a score in the top
10% of pupils who completed the
annual Bebras Computational
Thinking Challenge back in November,
which all of our KS3 and GCSE
Computer Science pupils entered.

YDS Eisteddfod 2018

A huge thank you from the YDS Science Department to all the pupils in Year 7 and 8 and
to their parents for their fantastic models of the Solar System as part of this year’s
Eisteddfod competition! Diolch yn fawr iawn!

Celebrating Diversity

Bendigedig Blyddyn Saeth!
An excellent KS3 Assembly on Internet Safety,
Diversity and Celebrating Success was given
by our Year 7 pupils.

YDS In the Community Diolch Tesco!
Thank you so much to
Tesco for allowing our
students to pack bags at
the checkout to help
raise funds for YDS’s
forthcoming Sports Tour
to South Africa.

Transition Day Event
Working with our Feeder Schools

We are so proud of our links with all our feeder schools. In February a really successful
Humanities AOLE Year 6/7 Transition Day was organised.
Well done to all the pupils from our cluster of schools and also our pupils from outside
catchment area.

ATTENDANCE
Days off School add up to
lost Learning/Wellbeing

190 DAYS IN A SCHOOL YEAR
175 NON SCHOOL DAYS TO SPEND ON FAMILY
TIME, VISITS, HOLIDAYS, SHOPPING, CONCERTS
AND OTHER APPOINTMENTS
190 SCHOOL
DAYS IN EACH
YEAR FOR
YOUR CHILDS
EDUCATION

10 DAYS
ABSENCE
=
180 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

19 DAYS
ABSENCE
=
171 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

29 DAYS
ABSENCE/ A
TERM MISSED
=
161 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

38 DAYS
ABSENCE
=
152 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

47 DAYS OF
ABSENCE
=
143 DAYS OF
EDUCATION
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90%
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GOOD

Best Chance of success: gets your
child off to a flying start

WORRYING

Less chance of success.
Makes it harder to make progress

SERIOUS CONCERN
Not fair on your child
Court action!

Every minute counts! Why punctuality is so important
Good school attendance includes being there on time. Punctuality is a life skill. The habit of
punctuality will help your child throughout their education, into adult life and the work
place. If pupils arrive late to school every day their learning beings to suffer. It also impacts
on the learning of their peers every time they arrive in class late. The graph shows how being
late to school every day over a school year adds up to lost learning time.
Simple steps can help your child be organised so that
mornings are not stressful
Here are some tips:
Parents/carers can help by assisting with packing schoolbags
the night before and check classcharts and planners to check
equipment needed and to keep an eye on progress.
Tired children aren’t punctual and find it more difficult to
concentrate and learn, so ensure that your child has a sensible
bed time.
Pupils can become unsettled if they arrive at school late and it
can impact on the rest of their day. Getting pupils up in the
morning and getting them to school on time can help to avoid
this so that they arrive in school with their friends.
Make sure that there is enough time for breakfast so that they
have ‘brain food’ for the day.
Have a noticeboard or calendar at home with your son/
daughter’s timetable, and a list of school activities and visits so
that they can be prepared.

Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi
Developments for the new
3-16 school
Report by Mrs Rachael Thomas
As we go to print the works at the Dewi
Sant site for the new 3-16 Ysgol Penrhyn
Dewi VA School are moving swiftly
forwards as can be seen in the snapshot of
building activity in these photographs. The
new kitchen is almost completed and the
roof is on the the new classrooms with all
of the new science block roofing to be
completed in the next 3 weeks. Work on
upgrading the existing structures is
progressing well and project remains on
target for it’s July finish date. Meanwhile
Ysgol Dewi Sant continue to use the sports
facilities for home fixtures and recently
hosted the GCSE PE moderation there. The
pupils have been updated on the work in
progress in school assembly and the school
council’s site visit is imminent: pupils are
really excited and are looking forward to
returning to their educational future in the
heart of the St.David/Solva Community.

Photographs of the building
developments at the YDS site

Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi’s
new school uniform
We have now received samples of the new
school uniform.
We are working with our suppliers to
ensure the uniform will be available for
purchase during the summer term. The
online shop will also be up and running
very soon. Further details will be
issued in the next YPD newsletter. The new Ysgol Penrhyn
Dewi uniform, worn
here by Christian - who
will be a new Year 7
pupil in Ysgol Penrhyn
Dewi in September.

Dates for your calendar:
Spring and Summer Term 2018


End of Spring Term - Thursday, 29th March



INSET Day - Monday, 16th April



Beginning of Summer Term - Tuesday, 17th April



May Day Bank Holiday - Monday, 7th May



GCSE Exams begin - Tuesday, 8th May



A2 Exams begin - Tuesday, 15th May



County Sports Day - Wednesday, 16th May



Half Term - Monday, 28th May - Friday, 1st June



Return to School - Monday, 4th June



End of GCSE Exams - Friday, 15th June



End of AS/A2 Exams - Monday, 25th June



Transition Day 1 - Friday, 29th June



Transition Day 2 - Monday, 2nd July



Summer Concert, Tuesday, 17th July



End of Summer Term - Friday, 20th July



INSET Day - Monday, 23rd July and Tuesday, 24th July



AS/A2 Results to Students - Thursday 16th August



GCSE Results to Students - Thursday 23th August

Did you know….you can follow YDS on Twitter
Find us

@ydsstdavids

