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The most common
frustrations for parents:






What if they tell me that they have no revision to do,
or that they can’t revise for a particular subject ?
How can I help with revision if I don’t know anything
about the subject ?

How much revision should my son/daughter be
doing?





How can I make a difference when I didn’t even do
GCSEs ?
He/she always leaves everything to the last minute.
One moment he/she has all the time in the world; the
next it’s all stress and stropping because he’s got an
assessment tomorrow…



How do I help if they seem to be under too much
pressure?

What if they tell me that they have no revision to do, or that
they can’t revise for a particular subject ?
Encourage them to use the strategies their staff have given
them or they have in their revision guides.
It is NEVER too late to start revising and every little counts. It is
not the time spent that is useful, but the effectiveness of the
technique they use.
There are many apps you can get hold of. These are often very
helpful to stimulate flagging interest on the part of the student.
Encourage them to look on the internet for past exam papers
and to practise answering them.
How can I help with revision if I don’t know anything about
the subject ?
Testing a pupil on their key facts, revision notes, revision book
or exercise book will really help. You do not have to know
anything at all about the subject they are revising. Ask them to
tell you about a topic and where possible ask them to explain
any key facts. Understanding is crucial for the higher grades.
Shared learning. Help by testing them on a topic after they
have revised.
(You have the work in front of you, they tell you about it.)
You can ask questions from the information.

How much revision should my son/
daughter be doing?
Revision is something that should be
done all year, not just something that happens the night before.
All Year: At the end of each day, a student should look at what
they have learnt in each lesson and make a short summary.
They may also want to add to their notes by carrying out some
more research.
Encourage homework to be done in regular amounts every
weekday evening. If students are not given any set homework,
they can always organise notes from their schoolwork, prepare
revision cards or revisit a topic that they had difficulties with.
Once the exam period draws near: We recommend revision
every day in the six weeks before exams, with more time spent
over the weekend. Little and often is best for memory work.
Students should work no longer than about 45 minutes at a
time. Then get up and do something else for 20 minutes
Switch off or remove for a while things that will cause
distractions. It may be that the X Box/Ipad/Iphone needs to be
hidden!
How can I make a difference when I didn’t even do GCSEs ?
Just being involved and interested can make an enormous difference. It can be the difference between success and failure or
between ‘D’ and ‘E’ passes and ‘A*s to C’s’.
Parental support is eight times more important in determining
a student’s academic success.
You don’t need to be an expert in any of the subjects and you
don’t need to be a super parent.

He/she always leaves everything to the last minute. One
moment he/she has all the time in the world; the next it’s all
stress and stropping because he/she has an assessment
tomorrow...
It is critical that students have a detailed and realistic revision
plan so that they know what they should be studying and
when. They should plan some leisure /down time into this
plan so that they have a break from revision.
A timetable will make sure that they don’t get into a panic.
For examples of ways to plan and revision timetables please go
to http://www.dayjob.com/content/revision-timetable771.htm
Students can download these and plan their own revision.
How do I help if they seem to be under too much
pressure?
You could help them to plan what it is they have to do sometimes pupils don’t know where to start.
Check that they know exactly what it is they are aiming for.
Encourage them to talk to their subject teacher if they are
concerned about an aspect of a particular school subject.
Make sure they have built some leisure time into their study
plan and that they are going to bed at a reasonable time.

Revision Advice
GCSE Pod - At the heart of GCSEPod is their videos. They are
called “Pods”. Each one is a highly
concentrated, 3-5 minute burst of audio-visual learning, specialist
subject knowledge for 21 curriculum areas, written by expert subject
teachers then rigorously quality assured. Every pod is mapped to GCSE exam boards and
keeps up with curriculum and technology
changes. https://www.gcsepod.com


PiXL Maths - The app contains a range of in-built questions that
allow students to practice (on or offline) the core skills within the
Mathematics curriculum to ensure success in any GCSE exam.
The app then allows
areas of weakness to be remedied through therapy
videos to ensure progress is made. With the ability
of creating endless questions around the same
topic, students are then able to test themselves to
ensure that the problem has been resolved. To ensure all stakeholders are kept
informed, the data can be exported in a range of formats
including pdf report, csv file and onscreen coveyboard. The app also
contains the ability of assessing strengths and areas of weakness
within written papers via the gap analysis tool.
http://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk


Jones the Sums - A website developed by a local teacher - provides
maths resources and revision advice. http://www.jonesthesum.co.uk




Go Conqr - We have gathered the best revision techniques from
past GCSE students who have overcome the exam
stress to achieve top class results and help you
understand how you can learn better to improve your
GCSE results.
https://www.goconqr.com/en/gcse/revision-tips/



MyMaths - MyMaths is a fully interactive, online mathematics
learning solution for children of all ages and abilities.
It helps your child to develop their understanding of
maths through a variety of engaging activities, games
and assessments. Teachers, pupils and parents love
MyMaths because lessons are clearly laid out and they
fit current recommended practice. https://
www.mymaths.co.uk/



ClassCharts - Class Charts is behaviour management software
used by teachers to record and track student
achievement and behaviour. This is the Class Charts
App for Parents which allows parents to view the
progress of their child in real time. https://
www.classcharts.com



GCSE Bitesize - Bitesize is the BBC's free online study support
resource for school-age students in the United
Kingdom. It is designed to aid students in both
schoolwork and, for older students, exams. http://
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/

Education Quizzes - The Tutor in Your Computer!
Quiz yourself clever - try up to five
free quizzes NOW
 Immediate access to our enormous library of thousands of quizzes
 Select the five quizzes most relevant to your studies
 All questions on curriculum and written by experienced teachers
 Replay any of your free quizzes to show your parents at any time
 No subscription commitment for free quiz players
www.educationquizzes.com


Parents / Carers of Year 11 students
With the Summer GCSE examination season approaching it is
essential that pupils are preparing thoroughly for their
examinations. With that in mind the staff of YDS are kindly giving
up some of their own time once again this Easter and in the period
leading up to the examinations.
A list of the proposed sessions is shown in the table below:
Subject

Day

Dates

French

Tuesday and Wednesday

April 10th and 11th

Welsh

Wednesday

April 11th

Welsh Bacc.

Wednesday and Thursday

April 11th and 12th

Art

Wednesday and Thursday

April 11th and 12th

Physical Education

Thursday

April 12th

Physics (at Bro Dewi)

Thursday

April 5th

Maths Intermediate

Wednesday evenings

English Language

Tuesday evenings

We look forward to seeing our students on these days.

Kind Regards
Mike Reed

