Autumn Term 2017
Dear Parent / Carer,
Croeso - Welcome to this Christmas edition of our termly newsletter. Looking back on
2017 I am filled with pride, admiration, respect and amazement at what our amazing
school community has achieved in such a short period of time.
The summer proved to be incredibly busy yet highly successful as we completed the
preparations to receive pupils at the Milward building in Haverfordwest for the
2017/2018 academic year, whilst building works were carried out in St. David’s. I am
also reminded of the record breaking achievement of our Year 11 students who achieved
the best ever GCSE results in the history of the school. Our A Level pupils also broke all
records with results at the highest grades (A* - A) amongst the best in Wales!
I am delighted that the temporary move to Haverfordwest has not hindered extra
curricular opportunities with our pupils taking part in home sporting fixtures in the City.
We are proud of the large numbers of pupils involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme and I am mightily impressed with the sixth form production team who are also
holding regular rehearsals for the Wizard of Oz which will take to the stage in January
2018—please support the cast by buying your tickets early!
I am of course very grateful to our dedicated teaching and support staff who give up
their time freely so that pupils can experience the wide range of activities and events on
offer; some of which are contained within this newsletter. It is also heartwarming to hear
so many positive comments from a range of visitors and organisations about the conduct
and attitude of our exceptional pupils.
Our attendance rate last year was record breaking and we would like to thank you for
your support in making sure your child attends school. It is clearly making a difference,
however we need to ensure that all of our community recognise that excellent attendance
is essential to ensuring that our pupils achieve their potential.
Pupils preparing for external exams must ensure that they remain focused and plan
ahead for the Pre-Public Exams in February with WJEC as well as the external exams
taking place soon after the Easter break.
I am very optimistic that 2018 will be another record breaking year; it will be the final
year of our excellent city school. I look back with pride and look forward with optimism
to a bright future for our community and pupils.
Thank you for your continued support during this transitional year of change. As always,
please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or pupil achievements to
celebrate. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very happy
Christmas and prosperous New Year.
Mr David Haynes
Headteacher

Patch appeal
Congratulations to Year 7

Pembrokeshire Historical Buildings Trust

student, Ebony, who has

Well Done Year 8, another successful year with Jasmine Morris

raised over £100 for

winning the Huw Morgan Shield Prize for Pembrokeshire

PATCH’s Christmas appeal

Historical Buildings Trust!

by selling her books for 50p.

Y11 Head Boy and Head Girl
YDS are delighted to announce the Year 11 Head Boy
and Girl, Seamus and Megan for 2017/18, along with
their deputies and senior prefects.

Diwrnod Shwmae
#DiwrnodShwmae llwyddianus yn Ysgol Dewi Sant
heddiw. Da iawn I bawb wnaeth gymryd rhan yn ystod
y dydd. Dalilwch ati I siarad Cymraeg!

Tackling gender inequalities initiative
Ysgol Dewi Sant had the pleasure of
sending a team of Year 8 girls: Gracie,
Polly, Rhian, Robyn and Lily to
represent their school at an exciting
two day event, focusing on tackling
gender inequalities especially in sport
and engineering. This initiative was
co-hosted by Valero, ECITB,
Pembrokeshire College and Scarlets,
and supported by visits from Baroness
Eluned Morgan AM and Julie James,
Welsh Government Skills Minister.
The event was held at Parc Y Scarlets,
and included Rugby Skills Sessions with a Scarlets coach, talks by male and female players and a
guided tour. The girls were also set an ECI Project Challenge, where they had a practical session
constructing a pipeline as per project instruction, guided by female Valero engineers. The girls
enjoyed the designing, constructing and the costing elements of the project. Their pipeline was
tested and proved itself to be effective, delivering
a marble at the fastest speed. They were successful in achieving 3rd place for this challenge and
were awarded an plaque. A very proud moment well done girls!
The second day began at Pembrokeshire College
and galvanised our YDS girls as a team, where
they under the guidance and encouragement of
the college staff and engineering students
participated in all the technology challenges. Here
they built and raced wheelbarrows carrying cups
full of water, designed and built floating
platforms, which they tested on water, using time
and load-bearing strength as a measurement. Also
they had the opportunity to work in the chemistry
lab testing different ant-acids.
All these challenges were enjoyed and showed the girls how STEM(Science, Technology,
Engineering, Maths) can be practical, fun and exhilarating.
The finale was a visit to the Valero Pembroke Refinery. What a welcome they had. Female Valero
engineers gave interactive demonstrations of
different processes that they work with and
explained how they came to work at Valero. A
site bus tour gave the day a real perspective of
engineering. To finish the day a crossword
competition had been completed during the
Valero visit, the prize being an Amazon Echo.
Congratulations goes to the winner Lily from
Ysgol Dewi Sant.
This was a well spent two days, with our girls
team from YDS embracing STEM and turning
their attention to the world of engineering. Thank
you to William James of Valero and all involved
for organising it and to Mrs.Bethan Goodson for
accompanying and supporting our students.

Rotary Youth Leadership Award
Rotary International organises an annual outward
bound course focused on leadership skills for young
people 17 years of age. This is known as the Rotary
Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) and the five-day
courses for Wales are held at Storey Arms in the Brecon
Beacons.

The Rotary Club of Fishguard and Goodwick sponsored
two students from Ysgol Dewi Sant to attend at the end
of July. On Thursday 14th September, the chosen
students, Oliver Jones and Morgan Davies, attended the Rotary meeting to address the
members and relate their experiences of the week.
They expressed themselves with confidence
describing how they and the other students had
arrived feeling nervous and not knowing what to
expect; by the end of the week they were
confidently leading their own groups. Amongst the
activities they experienced were orienteering,
trekking to the top of Pen y Fan, canoeing,
climbing, cliff jumping, and problem solving.
Every day was filled with activities from early
morning until late evening and they were
frequently exhausted at the end of the day.
They both agreed that it was truly ‘one of the
best weeks of [their] lives’ and would
encourage anyone to get involved with
Rotary as it can benefit lives and future
development in a wide range of ways.
Besides the activities on offer they had the
chance to meet other like-minded young
people from all over South Wales and
England.

The members of the Rotary Club
of Fishguard and Goodwick were delighted to
hear that the boys had applied themselves so
well and gained so much from the week, whilst
having a whole lot of fun representing the
school and the local community. The Rotarians
were very impressed by the students presentation which was warmly received.

Summer University placement for Paddy
“I had an amazing time at the Aberystwyth Summer
University over the summer. It was a six week
programme split into three two week modules. I took
Computer Science, Marketing for Business and Film
Practical. It also involved core skills which was really
useful. Core skills is about the preparation for university,
like student finance and UCAS along with how to
structure essays and reference correctly. Aside from the
academic subjects,
there were lots of social aspects too. They
held discos at the end
of every second week
and we went out for
dinner with our
teams. We also had
free use of the gym
and climbing wall, as
well as having the
chance to go skiing
and use the high
ropes in
Llangrannog”

Salter’s Chemistry Quiz
Champions
Congratulations
to Ysgol Dewi Sant students,
Ben, Efa, Lorna and Isabel
for recently competing and
coming first in the
Pembrokeshire Schools
round of Salter’s Chemistry
Quiz. We are delighted to
announce that the team
achieved a creditable fourth
place in the national final.

Ysgol Dewi Sant gets Big in Japan
The Sasakawa Foundation selects
twelve students from one UK school
each year to visit Japan to be
immersed in a once in a lifetime
Japanese socio economic cultural
exchange. This year, twelve Year 13
students from YDS were hugely
privileged to be selected. They were
accompanied by Headteacher David
Haynes along with Sophie Davies
and Rachael Thomas. On arrival at
International House in Osaka the
students were met by their host
families with whom they spent
most of the week. During the visit students visited Dowaen old people’s home, Kiyomizu
Temple Myajiima Island, Osaka Police Station, and Nishi High School where they were
hosted for one night by their school buddies. The highlight of the exchange was a visit to
Hiroshima and the Peace Park. All of the
students were both privileged and humbled to
meet with an A Bomb survivor who gave a very
moving account of his experience of the
bombing and it’s legacy. The tour of the
museum was a very emotional experience
which will never be forgotten. The students
participated in a wide range of traditional
activities including Kendo and Japanese
calligraphy. They navigated themselves
independently on the Osaka public transport
system and immersed themselves fully in all
customs, especially the exquisite Japanese
cuisine. The students and staff have forged lasting friendships and have brought back
memories of a truly amazing country and
of it’s kind and gentle people.

Transition Day for Year 6 pupils
Ysgol Dewi Sant welcomed 80 year 6 pupils to the first of it’s
Transition Days on Wednesday 29th November. This was a
Humanities Day Run in conjunction with an exciting 3-16 All
Wales Forum Project where primary and secondary staff are
collaborating on an innovative plan to deliver humanities to
both year groups focusing on the Donaldson themes and
purposes in preparation for the new curriculum.
Year 6 and 7 pupils joined together to be taught Geography,
History, Religious Studies and Teamwork/problem solving
skills. Feedback from the year 6 Pupils strongly suggested that
they had found the day very enjoyable and helpful in
preparing them for the transition to Year 7 in September.
Mr.Haynes’s geography lesson proved to be the most popular
activity. We look forward to welcoming years 5 and 6 pupils
to our next Transition Day which will be a PE|Health themed
day at Ysgol Dewi Sant.

Thank you Friends
Ysgol Dewi Sant would like to take this opportunity to thank the Friends of Ysgol Dewi Sant for
kindly donating a beautiful Fish Tank for our Learning Centre. It has been very beneficial for
students requiring some quiet time and provides some wonderful sensory enjoyment to all who
visit the Learning Centre.

Record Turn Out at YDS Open Evening
In spite of being uniquely hosted at our temporary Milward Site, Ysgol Dewi Sant
welcomed a record number of prospective pupils and parents to it’s annual Open Evening
on Thursday 19th October. Guests were greeted by the Interim Governing Body and
Andrew Nicholas PCC with the plans for the New 3-16 Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi. They were
then addressed by Head girl and boy Megan Rees and Oliver Jones who spoke so
eloquently about their experiences and uniqueness of their educational journeys. They
were followed by Year 7 pupils, Samuel, Ffion, William and Daisy who spoke equally well
recounting their first term in their new school. Past pupils, Olympian Jasmine Joyce,
International footballer Jo Price and Assistant Headteacher Anthony Jones also spoke about
how Ysgol Dewi Sant has helped to prepare them for their career paths/adult life.
Following a brief welcome by Headteacher David Haynes, David Lloyd, Chair of
Governors and Assistant Head Rachael Thomas, Ffion performed a Harp solo and Seren,
Year 8 sang beautifully.
The visitors then visited all of the different subject areas and participated in a range of
exciting activities with teachers and Year 7 and Year 13 students. We look forward to
welcoming all prospective new pupils in our new school back in St.Davids in September
2018.

Summer Exam Success
GCSE Outcomes
After three years of significant increases at GCSE the school is
delighted to report that there have been further gains with record
breaking data.
· In L2 inclusive there was a 7.5% increase to 69.4%
· In English, there was a further 4.0% increase to 81% (A* - C).
· In Maths, there was a 3.9% increase to 75.3% (A* - C).
· Science achieved its highest GCSE only result with 83.5% (A* - C)
· 100% of students achieved the L1 (A* - G).
· 17% of all entries achieved grades A*-A.
· 80% of the Free School Meal’s cohort achieved the L2
(including Maths and English).
A-Level Outcomes
· All Year 13 students were offered their first choice
place at university.
· 46% of all entries were at A*-A Grade - Amazing!

2017 Attendance v Attainment at Ysgol Dewi Sant

YDS—SIMPLY THE BEST
It is no surprise that underpinning Ysgol Dewi Sant’s best GCSE and A level results ever in 2017
was its’ best attendance ever at 95.7%. This was the best attendance out of all of the secondary
schools in Pembrokeshire. The Pembrokeshire average was 93.8% and Wales was 94.1%. This is
truly remarkable and is a reflection of how seriously our pupils, parents/carers and staff consider good attendance to be. The best attendance out of all of the year groups was in year 10
with 96.1% with year 11 being narrowly placed second with 96%. The graph above shows that
it is no coincidence that the best outcomes are achieved by the best attenders. We acknowledge
that illness can not be avoided, however, medical appointments, wherever possible should be
made outside of the school day or at the end of the day where they have least impact on learning. Thank you for your support in ensuring that your child attends school for every second,
minute and hour of the school day whenever possible. We have included some statistics which
highlight the impact of attendance on your childs learning.
Simple steps can help your child to be organised so that mornings are not stressful.
Here are some tips:
 Parents/carers can help by assisting with packing schoolbags the night before and check class
charts and planners to check equipment needed and to keep an eye on progress.
 Tired children aren’t punctual and find it more difficult to concentrate and learn, so ensure
that your child has a sensible bed time.
 Pupils can become unsettled if they arrive at school late and it can impact on the rest of their
day. Getting pupils up in the mornings and getting them to school on time can help to avoid
this so that they arrive in school with their friends.
 Make sure that there is enough time for breakfast so that they have brain food for the day.
 Have a noticeboard or calendar at home with your son/daughters timetable, and a list of
school activities and visits so that they can be prepared.

Days off school add up to lost learning/wellbeing
190 DAYS IN A SCHOOL YEAR
175 NON SCHOOL DAYS OFF TO SPEND ON FAMILY TIME, VISITS, HOLIDAYS,
SHOPPING, CONCERTS AND OTHER APPOINTMENTS
190 SCHOOL
DAYS IN EACH
YEAR FOR
YOUR CHILDS
EDUCATION

10 DAYS
ABSENCE
=
180 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

19 DAYS
ABSENCE
=
171 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

29 DAYS
ABSENCE/ A
TERM MISSED
=
161 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

38 DAYS
ABSENCE
=
152 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

47 DAYS OF
ABSENCE
=
143 DAYS OF
EDUCATION

100%

95%

90%

85%

80%

75%

GOOD

Best Chance of success: gets your
child off to a flying start

WORRYING

Less chance of success.
Makes it harder to make progress

SERIOUS CONCERN
Not fair on your child
Court action!

Every Minute Counts! Why is punctuality so important?
Good school attendance includes being there on time. Punctuality is a life skill. The habit of punctuality
will help your child throughout their education, into adult life and the work place. If pupils arrive late
to school every day their learning begins to suffer. It also impacts on the learning of their peers every
time they arrive in class late. This graph shows how being late to school every day over a school year
adds up to lost learning time.

Did you know……you can follow YDS on Twitter where alerts
will be posted at relevant times. Find us at @ydsstdavids

Charity Committee Fundraising
Ysgol Dewi Sant’s Charity Committee have
been very successful raising money for
several different causes recently:
Diwrnod Shwmae - £197.61
Jeans for Genes - £412.50
Children in Need - £679.14
Christmas Jumper Day - £114.27

Advantage Monsieur Evans!
Year 10 student Mathieu
achieved outstanding success
in August by winning both the
under 16 and Under 18
Haverfordwest County Boys
titles. This was Mathieu's first
year competing in the
Pembrokeshire tournament
having recently moved back to
Pembrokeshire from France.
Matt is also playing soccer for
Clarbeston Road and he plays
rugby for his school. We look
forward to reporting more
successes in the future.

Trampolining
Congratulations to Y7 Laura
winning Gold in U13 Welsh
Trampoline
event with
her team
from
Sauterelle
Trampoline
Club at
Sophia
Gardens.

Dancing Queen
Congratulations to Year 9 student Anwen on
gaining 5 medals in her dance competition
in Swansea last weekend & her team gaining
1st place.

Golfing Girl
Maisie, Year 7 who is a member of Milford
Haven Golf Club, recently won a winter league
competition on 18 holes. She regularly attends
training sessions in Llanelli and Newport and
was first selected to play in competitive
competitions for Pembrokeshire and
Carmarthenshire County Ladies Golf
Association section in May 2017. Keep up the
good work Maisie!

Scarlets selection for Sol
Sol, Year 11 has had a very
successful year so far, playing
regional representative rugby
gaining selection for the Scarlets
Academy. We’re very proud, well
done Sol.

Gymnastics success
for Anthony
Ysgol Dewi Sant are
extremely proud of
Year 10 student,
Anthony on becoming
a British Champion for
Disability Gymnastics.

Rugby Trip
The second weekend of November was a memorable one for the two thirds of our year 7
pupils who journeyed up to Cardiff. We left early in Saturday morning, stopped off at our
Vale Hotel to chat with Rhys Priestland, Jamie Roberts and Neil Jenkins, and then managed
to negotiate the tight security and enter the Principality Stadium . We watched Wales v
Georgia and then ate in VivaBrazil, before taking the coach back to the Vale Hotel to see
Warren and Shaun for a tactical discussion. The following morning we tried to put this
into practice as the boys played Clwb Rugby Caerdydd on a sunny morning at Pontcanna
Fields. The journey back to the peninsula went smoothly and the last pupil was dropped
off by 4.30pm. Thanks to Nina Bishop Colvill, the Saints U.12 coach, her husband Tom
and Rob Kimberley for accompanying us and for dealing with the late night shenanigans.

Netball
Ysgol Dewi Sant
continues to be a
hotbed of netball
talent with 8 pupils
from KS3 and five
pupils from KS4 being
selected to represent
the county. Missing
from the picture of
Year 7, 8 and 9 is
Rhiannon. Pictured
from left to right:
Polly, Robyn, Gracie,
Mali, Rhian, Evie and
Jessica.

Our Year 10
Netball Team
carried on their
successful journey,
retaining their
Pembrokeshire title
which they won
last year in Year 9.
The tournament
was excellently
hosted by Tasker
Milward PE
Department at the
Dome. Nine
Pembrokeshire
schools attended
and every school
played each other as two courts were available. Ysgol Dewi Sant was the only team to win all of
their matches, opening with a convincing win over Bro Gwaun and culminating with a win
over Castle school. There was a high standard of netball in show with so many girls playing
both club and school netball. The team have been assisted in their coaching sessions by ex-pupil
Jana Neumann. Many of the girls are touring with the School to South Africa at the end of the
summer term.

Poster credit - Harry Thomas Year 13

Dates for your calendar: 2017/2018


End of Autumn Term - Friday, 22nd December



Beginning of Spring Term - Monday, 8th January



January GCSE Exams - Tuesday, 9th January



Y9 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday, 10th January



Y9 Options at 14+ Day (8am-6pm) - Wednesday, 17th January



Y5&6 PE Transition Day at YDS - Thursday, 18th January



Y8 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday, 24th January



School Production - Wizard of Oz - 25th, 26th & 27th January



Y11 Pre Public Exams - 5th February - 9th February



Y6&7 Humanities Transition Day - Wednesday, 14th February



Y11 Options at 16+ Day (8am-6pm) - Thursday, 15th February



Half Term - Monday 20th - Friday 24th February



Y10 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday, 28th February



Y11 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday, 7th March



Awards Evening - Wednesday, 28th March



Y7-Y11 Interim Reports to Parents - Wednesday, 28th March



Easter Holidays - Thursday, 30th March - Monday, 16th April



Beginning of Summer Term- Tuesday, 17th April

