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Mrs Gwen Lyons was 
presented with the 
Community Award at 
the Annual Civic 
Reception.  
 

Gwen was given the 
award for the fantastic 
amount of voluntary 
work that she had 
undertaken for the 
community over many 
years, supporting many 
voluntary groups, in 
the city, in particular 
the Evergreens and the 
elderly, the annual 
Over 50’s Eisteddfod, 
and also holding the 
role of treasurer to St 
Davids and District 
Churches Together.  

Gwen Lyons receives 
Community Award 

City Council supports  
UK City of Culture bid 
 

The City Council is supporting the bid to make St Davids 
UK City of Culture in 2021 
 

The bidding process could start early next month provided a 
sufficient number of potential stakeholders combine together 
to put forward the application, which will be decided on by 
the UK Department for Culture, Media and Sport in early 
December.   
 

If the bid were to be successful St Davids would be only the 
third city to be granted the title, following on from Derry in 
Northern Ireland and the current holder, Hull. 
 
To be viable, the rules make it clear that. because of the size 
of St Davids, the bid would necessarily have to encompass a 
wider geographical area than just the immediate city, 
probably spreading as far as Fishguard and Goodwick and 
also to Haverfordwest, in order for their to be sufficient 
linked resources to maintain a year round programme of 
events. 
 

But, if successful. the organisers could almost certainly be 
confident of receiving substantial public funding and 
corporate sponsorship, which in turn could create lasting 
economic benefits for the area, not least from investment in 
much needed infrastructure projects. 

Blessing of the Co-responder Response Vehicle 

The new St Davids Co-responder Response Vehicle has arrived in the City and was blessed at the Cathedral recently. 
Seen in our photograph are Cathedral clergy, the Dean and Canon Dorrien, Mid and West Wales Fire Brigade 
Chaplain, the Revd Illtyd Protheroe, the Mayor and members of St Davids City Council, the Chairmen of Solva and 
Llanrhian Community Councils, the St Davids Co-responder Fire and Rescue Crew, Area Manager, Mr Ewan Cray and 
County Councillor Wynne Evans. The new Response Vehicle has been made possible because of the generous support of 
many individuals and organisations in St Davids.                                                                              Photograph by Tracey Foster 
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Letter from the Mayor, Cllr Chris Taylor 
As I write this letter we are looking forward to our annual St David’s Day 
festivities when we will commemorate the life of our patron saint and the 
original foundation of this community, Ty Ddewi, which still proudly carries 
his name, In these celebrations we will be keeping true to our traditions and 
our sense of history as a community 
 
But, looking to the future, and beyond March, this city council will be nearing the 
completion of what has been a long five year term in office. It will be very much 
a time for new beginnings, as during the first week in May all local councils 
throughout Wales will be facing elections, elections which are designed to bring a 
new generation of people into local government, and to give an opportunity for 
new faces and new ideas to reinvigorate our democracy. 

 
It will also be an opportunity for those existing members who seek re-election to defend their records and 
achievements while in office, and to seek a renewed mandate from the electorate for another five year term. 
 
Personally I still believe very strongly in this concept of democracy, and one must hope that there will be 
plenty of enthusiastic new volunteers who will come forward to ensure that this most important democratic 
ideal is kept alive in our city. While I have been mayor it has been my privilege to visit quite a large 
number of other, and often much larger, communities in our county, and, while it would be invidious to 
mention any one of these in particular, I have been quite shocked to realise how many co-opted councillors 
there are in Pembrokeshire, 
 
I feel very strongly that we must never allow this to happen in St Davids, and therefore I hope that there 
will be lots of candidates putting themselves forward to serve our council and our community. Local 
government at all levels faces huge threats at many levels at the moment, not least financial, and also 
apathy and a large degree of un-interest, but at the end of the day, even in this age of social media, it is, in 
my opinion, still one of the most important conduits for good governance and community cohesion. 
  
So do please find out about the elections, and, if you feel inspired, stand for election yourself - you could 
find it very worthwhile - but whatever else you do, do not forget to vote on the day, Thursday 4th May, and 
make sure that St Davids continues to maintain one of our most important traditions, that of having one of 
the highest turn outs for elections in Pembrokeshire. 
 
Meanwhile I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the community of thanking all those 
councillors who have served on the City Council for the past five years, and in particular to thank them for 
all the support that they have given me personally over the past year. It has been a great privilege once 
more to be mayor of St Davids, a city of which I think we should all be immensely proud. 

** EISTEDDFOD TYDDEWI ** 
 

Eisteddfod Tyddewi 2017                                        St Davids Eisteddfod 2017 
Thema “Arfordir”                                                                                  Theme “Coastline” 
 

Dydd Mawrth, Chwefror 28, 2017                                                                      Tuesday, February 28, 2017 
Neuadd y Ddinas, Tyddewi                                                                                             City Hall, St Davids 
(Edrychwn ymlaen i’ch gweld chi i gyd)                                                  (We look forward to seeing you all) 
Cofiwch gystadlu yn y cystadlaethau                                                     Remember to try the homework 
gwaith cartref a llwyfan                                                                                          and stage competitions. 
Dewch i fwynhau’r hwyl !                                                                                  Come and enjoy the fun !  
Mae rhai copïau o Raglen yr Eisteddfod                                              Copies of The Eisteddfod Programme 
ar gael o hyd gan y Cydlynydd:                                                        are still available from the Co-ordinator: 
 

Mrs Glenys James, 
15 Maes yr Hedydd, Tyddewi / St Davids SA62 6QW 

Tel: (01437) 720447 
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Celebrating 200 years of Christian 
worship at Tabernacle Chapel 
 

Two hundred years ago in 1817 Tabernacle 
Calvinistic Methodist Chapel in Goat Street was 
registered as a place of worship. Since then 
services have been held here throughout the years. 
The first chapel was demolished in the 1870s and 
the present building opened on the same site on 1st 
May 1877. 
 
You are asked to join us in celebrating this 
anniversary on Sunday, 20th April. During the 
afternoon there will be a bilingual service in the 
chapel at 2.30 pm, followed by a tea in the vestry 
and a singing festival at 6.00 pm. 
 
A historical exhibition will be held in the vestry 
highlighting the history of Tabernacle and the story 
of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists in the City and 
district since about 1737. 
 
Why not come and enjoy the celebrations in our 
lovely listed historical chapel, and give thanks to 
God for the witness of many generations in Jesus’ 
name over the last two hundred years. Remember 
to jot the date in your diary. 
 

Tabernacle Chapel to  
celebrate 200th Anniversary  

The deadline for our next issue will 
be Monday 5th June 2017! 
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Menevia WI      
Menevia has started the year with a packed 2017 
resolutions meeting in January, where we discussed 
and decided on those going forward to our National 
AGM in June.  We ended the meeting playing a 
hilarious game of that wonderful television institution 
Blankety Blank. 
 
Our December meeting was also our Christmas Dinner, 
which was held again this year, at Crug Glas County 
House.  We give thanks to Perkin and Janet Evans and 
their staff for another wonderful meal. In November 
we held our AGM.  This was followed by lots of 
wonderful food brought in by the committee and a little 
drink. 
 
Paul Edey was our speaker in October.  This was his 
third talk – this one bringing us up to date – all about 
his work in the toy industry.  He has had a very varied 
business life and has travelled all over the world. 
 
Treginnis was the topic of Dan Jones’s talk to us in 
September, entitled Muck and Magic. He took us 
through a typical working week that all the children 
who come and stay work through. The children come 
scared of animals but leave knowing it all, and they 
have loved every minute of their days. 
 
Menevia members are, as always, busy with other 
aspects of life in St Davids.  They bake fantastic cakes 
and buns for the Memory Café each month, keep the 
flower troughs looking good on the Cross Square.  
Many members look after the flowers in the Cathedral.  
We are a busy group of ladies, who love their crafting, 
walking and visiting beautiful gardens and enjoying tea 
and cake. 
 
Menevia WI meets on the second Thursday of each 
month in the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm. We always 
welcome new members with open arms. Please contact 
our Secretary Julie Kirby on 01437 729 375 if you are 
interested. 

Our Craft Group were once again involved with the 
Christmas Tree Festival, this year coming third.  

Eglwysi Ynghyd Tyddewi 
A’r Cylch 

St Davids and District  
Churches Together 

 
For the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Churches Together held an ecumenical service at 
Capel Uchaf, Solva on Sunday 15th January. The 
guest speaker was the Revd Geoffrey Eynon of 
Wolfscastle using material prepared for 
worldwide use by the churches of Germany, and 
was entitled ‘Crossing Barriers’ based on 2 
Corinthians 5: 14-20.   
 
During the following week Biblical Reflections 
were held in various venues, led by different 
people. On the following Saturday a Cawl and 
Crumble was held in the City Hall. The delicious 
cawl was again generously provided by the 
Farmers Arms and The Bishops, and the crumbles 
by friends.   
 
Churches Together are very grateful to everyone 
for all the help and support they receive. The next 
business meeting will be on Thursday 16th March  
at 7.15 pm in Seion Vestry.  
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Official opening date for new Lifeboat Station 

BWS Y BOBOL - ST DAVIDS COMMUNITY BUS 

 Drivers and companions are required every  
Monday and Thursday from 1-5pm 

 For further detail please contact Lynette Boorman  
01437 729 346 or 07531 310 056 

Financial support from the City Council is available for training  

The official opening of the new station and naming of the Tamar class lifeboat Norah Wortley is 
being arranged for Tuesday 14th March at 11.00 am.  Everyone will be welcome to come down to St 
Justinians to see the ceremony which will be followed by a launch of the lifeboat.  However, only 
invited guests will be able to go into the station for the ceremony. 
 
Since moving into the new station in October the RNLI volunteers have been busy training at the new station and 
getting used to the launch and recovery systems.  So far we have launched six times for rescues from the new 
slipway – five times with the all-weather lifeboat and once with the inshore boat. 
 
There is still some minor work being undertaken at the station such as alterations to the electrical systems and 
putting up the service boards which have come across from the old station and record rescues since the station was 
founded in 1869.  Information panels telling visitors about the history of the station, the work of the RNLI and the 
boats and equipment should be in place by Easter and the souvenir sales area should also be fitted out by then. 
 
The RNLI have been introducing new roles at lifeboat stations and we are now actively looking for people who 
might be able to help at the boathouse with looking after the shop and welcoming visitors.  This can include 
activities like restocking shelves, manning the till and talking to visitors about the work of the RNLI. Any training 
and guidance required will be provided.  Anyone interested should contact Julie Sanby on 07795 306994 or 
julie_sanby@rnli.org.uk or speak to the Coxswain at the station on 01437 720 215. 
 
We have already had a small number of groups visit the station and, after the official opening, we hope to see many 
more people looking around our new facility.  If you have a party which you would like to bring down to the station, 
please phone the boathouse on 01437 720 215 or email st-davids@rnli.org.uk 

mailto:julie_sanby@rnli.org.uk
mailto:st-davids@rnli.org.uk
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By P.B.S Davies 
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Citizens Advice Bureau 
The Citizens Advice Bureau will be running a monthly outreach in St Davids Memorial Hall on the 
first Tuesday of each month, from 10am to 1pm. All welcome, no appointments necessary.  

The Club has celebrated another successful fund raising year. At the Annual General meeting on February 
2nd, members were told that 2016 had been even better than last year, with over £16,000 raised for local 
charities bringing the total over the last 20 years to £160,000. Retiring Chairman Eirian Harries thanked all 
the members for their great efforts and was congratulated by everyone present for a great year in the chair. 
 
New Chairman, Geraint Richards had the very pleasant duty of presenting a cheque of £1,040 to Friends of 
Treginnis (pictured above being received by Mary Edey and Helen Wiliamson), and a cheque for £2,525 to 
Pembrokeshire Friends of Prostate Cancer Cymru (pictured below being received by Brian Harries and 
Julia Powdrill). 
 
Prostrate Cymru have nominated the Club for one of their Fundraiser of the Year Awards to be presented at 
a prestigious Ambassadors Lunch in Cardiff in March.  
 
However the largest donation of 2016 was £7,200 presented to Withybush Hospital CDU for special chairs 
used during Chemotherapy treatments. 
 
The Club’s fundraising efforts continue this year starting with the New Year’s Day Swim when more than 
150 people took to the water on Whitesands after the Mayor gave the countdown to start (please see back 
page).  
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Volunteers ensure extra hours at St Davids Library 
 

Following a successful trial, St Davids Library is set to open 
permanently on Saturday mornings – thanks to its dedicated 
team of volunteers. Based in the City Hall, the library will 
remain open on Saturdays between 10.00 am and 12.00 
noon, in addition to its regular hours on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays which are run by library staff.   
 
Cllr Elwyn Morse, Cabinet Member for Culture, Sport and 
Leisure, said he was delighted with the arrangements. “The 
six-month trial was very popular with the local community, and 
so we are delighted to confirm that Saturday openings are 
here to stay,” he said.  
 

“We are very grateful to the volunteers and it is because of their enthusiasm and 
commitment that we can continue to provide this service. “The County Council is also very 
appreciative of the support from St Davids City Council in enabling us to provide this 
important community resource.” 
 
He said weekend hours are especially useful for people who are unable to visit the library 
during the week, including schoolchildren, students and those in full-time work. “I would also 
like to encourage local people and visitors to continue to make the most of the library,” he 
added.  
 
St Davids Library – which is the smallest library in 
Pembrokeshire - provides a selection of fiction and 
non-fiction books, DVDs, large-print and audio 
books, and IT services.    
 
Cultural Services are recruiting more volunteers to 
fulfil the role of opening the library on Saturday 
mornings. If this role may be of interest to you, 
please contact the Operations Manager North, 
George Edwards on (01437) 776126 or e-mail 
george.edwards@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 
 

St Davids Library  
opening hours 

Tuesday and Thursday 10am-5pm   
(closed for lunch 1-2pm)  

Saturday 10am-12pm 
 
 

Tel: 01437 721 170 

E-Mail: stdavids@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Looking forward to new season at Porthclais Harbour  
Porthclais  Harbour boatmen are looking forward to the new season. We will continue with 
our activities as in previous years :- 

Blessing of the boats service ;- this year we hope to hold this in early July 

Crab catching days :- will be run in conjunction with PCNP (dates to be published) 

Children’s fun day :- will again be held in August where local and visiting children 
enjoy many activities free of Charge (this is done with the help of TYF and Siop y Bobl) 

Fishing competition ;- will be held in September 

Porthclais fun charity raising function :- will be held in July, we have over the past 
2 years raised over £5000 for local and national charities. 

Children with special educational needs :- we are looking at working with Porthclais 
activity users to put on a sampling activity day for these students, in conjunction with 
Disability Sport Wales, where the young people will be able to sample activities such as 
fishing from boats, canoeing and many other activities. 
We continue to make Porthclais a safe place where people can enjoy many activities  
Dates for the events will be published in the near future 
We are very grateful for the help of those local people and businesses that support us 

in these goals 

mailto:george.edwards@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
mailto:shaun.raymond@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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Golden Wedding  
Anniversary 

Please contact the Clerk if you know of any  
couple that may be celebrating their  

Golden Wedding Anniversary.  
 

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk         01437 721 137 

Michael and Sheila Bohlen celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary recently and the 
Mayor, Cllr Christopher Taylor, presented them 
with a bouquet of flowers on behalf of the City 
Council. Michael and Sheila are moving to Roch 
after having run Yr Gorlan Guest House for many 
years.  

 Merched Y Wawr -  
Cangen Bro Ddewi 
 
Cawsom gyfarfod hwylus Nos 
Fercher 14eg Rhagfyr yn Festri 
Seion. Wrth inni drafod unrhyw 
destunau ar yr agenda bu'r 
siaradwraig gwadd yn brysur iawn yn paratoi 
blodau niferus a gwyrddni cyn dechrau ei 
hanerchiad.'Roedd Llinos Twigg ddigon caredig i 
deithio'r holl ffordd o Aberteifi gyda'r nos i ddangos 
i'r aelodau sut i greu addurniadau blodeuol 
unigryw ar gyfer y Nadolig.Llwyddodd i ffurfio 
darluniau hyfryd gyda'i phlanhigion mewn modd 
mor syml a ddiffwdan megis arlunydd cain yn 
defnyddio lliwiau'r enfys.Tra oeddem yn mwynhau 
disied a mins peis arbennig Catherin Davies bu 
sawl aelod ddigon ffodus i ennill, ar y raffl, yr 
addurniadau delfrydol a grewyd gan Llinos. Diolch 
o galon i bawb am eu cyfraniad a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda yn 2017 
 
Daeth nifer o'r aelodau i gyfarfod Ionawr 11eg yn 
Festri Seion.Trafodwyd sawl eitem ar yr agenda 
cyn i'r llywydd groesawu'r siaradwr gwâdd, Mr 
Llewellyn Williams o Dremarchog.Bu'n sôn yn 
frwdfrydig am ei blentyndod yn y pentref ymysg y 
cymeriadau difyr a doniol mewn iaith rhugl a 
graenus. Anodd credu nad oedd ganddo air o 
Gymraeg nes iddo fynychu ysgol gynradd y 
pentref. Rhanodd ei wybodaeth am fywyd gwerin 
gwlad yr adeg hynny yn enwedig sut i falu blawd a 
pobi bara. Cawsom wledd o storiau ganddo yn 
ogystal â gwledd o fara hyfryd iawn i'w rannu tra'n 
mwynhau disied o de neu goffi. Diolch o galon 
iddo am ei anerchiad a'i dorth blasus. Catherin 
Davies fu'n ddigon ffodus i ennill y raffl y tro hwn. 
 
Fel cyfraniad tuag at ddathliadau 'Dathlu'r Aur', sef 
hanner canmlwyddiant sefydlu'r mudiad 
cenedlaethol,mae'r gangen leol wedi tyfu Cennin 
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The Christmas celebrations started as usual with the switching on of the lights 
on the Christmas tree at Cross Square, and with the arrival of Father Christmas 
at the City Hall to present gifts to the children. Once again the annual 
Christmas Tree competition was well supported with the first prize being 
awarded for the tree from Ysgol Bro Dewi and the second to Cyclch Feithrin 
Croesgoch. Father Christmas himself is seen here in his grotto with  Libby and 
Toby Bland, and Becky Deeley, Lawrence Bartlett and Theo. The annual 
Christmas lunch for our Senior Citizens once again took place at the City Hall, 
with entertainment being provided by the St Davids Hand Bell Ringers, the 
Cathedral Choral Scholars directed by Simon Pearce, and the children of 
Ysgol Bro Dewi who once again performed their nativity play (pictured 
below). This also involved a procession round the hall by the ‘Three Wise 
Men’. As in previous years the meal, including all the traditional Christmas 
trimmings was cooked by Nan George, Paul Evans and volunteers and served 
to the guests by the City Councillors assisted by our local Police Community 
Support Officers. 
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Winners of the Christmas Lights Competition 
were: Business Category: First - Etcetera,  
Second –Window on Wales  
Third - Care in the Community. 
 
Residential Category: First - Norma and Mel 
Davies, Second - Jodie Lewis and Mark Morris, 
Third - Sharon and Nick Price.  
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Dydd Gwyl Dewi  2017 - Rhaglen  

St David’s Day Celebrations 2017  
Monday 20

th
 February 

Launch of Window Decoration Competition 

Friday 24
th

 February            

Judging of Window Decoration Competition 

11.00 am -  4.00pm         Treasure Hunt - Find the Little Things                           Cathedral 

Saturday 25
th

 February 

 8.30 am                           Ras Dewi Sant Coastal Marathon                                   Rugby Club 

10.00 am  -   4.00 pm      Historical Society Exhibition - Worship in St Davids   Memorial  Hall 

12.00 noon -  1.00 pm     Cawl  Competition                                                             City Hall                                                                                                                                            

                      7.30 pm     Twmpath gan Dawnswr Glan Cleddau                           Neuadd y Dref 

Sunday 26
th

 February 

10.00 am   -   4.00 pm        Historical Society Exhibition                                          Memorial Hall     

10.30 am                             St Davids Mini Rugby Challenge                                   Rugby Club 

11.15 am                             Choral Eucharist                                                             Cathedral 

                       12.30pm       Vintage Motor Bike Ride                                                Oriel y Parc  

                       2.30 pm        Cymanfa Ganu                                                                Capel Seion 

                       4.00 pm        Teparti                                                                              Neuadd y Dref 

                       6.00 pm       Choral Evensong and Stations of St David                    Cathedral 

Monday 27
th

 February 

10.00 am   -   4.00 pm        Historical Society Exhibition                                          Memorial Hall     

Tuesday 28
th

 February 

11.00 am    -   4.00pm         Eisteddfod Gadeiriol                                                      Neuadd y Dref 

                        7.00 pm        Choral Eucharist                                                            Cathedral 
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Dydd Gwyl Dewi 1
st
 March 

 8.15 am                             Sending of message to Senedd in Cardiff                   Cross Square 

 9.00 am   -    4.00 pm       St David’s Day Market                                                 Cross Square 

 9.30 am                             St Davids Ringers ring before schools service            Porth y Twr 

10.00 am                            Schools service                                                               Cathedral 

10.00 am    -    4.00 pm     Croeso Cymraeg a Lluniaeth Ysgafn                           Neuadd y Dref 

10.00 am    -    4.00pm       Historical Society Exhibition                                       Memorial Hall 

11.15 am                             Pilgrims Walk from St Non’s to Oriel y Parc            St Non’s Chapel 

11.45 am    -  11.55 am      St Davids Ringers ring to welcome Bishop                 Porth y Twr   

12.00 noon                          Illumination of St David’s Day stone                          Oriel y Parc  

                                             Procession to Cross Square                                         Oriel y Parc   

 

                       12. 10 pm     Bishop’s Blessing of City and National Anthem 

                                            with Ysgol Dewi Sant Brass                                          Cross Square 

 

                       12.30 pm      Prayers at Shrine of St David                                       Cathedral 

 

                          1.00 pm     Peal attempt by visiting ringers                                    Porth y Twr 

 

                          2.00 pm     Announcement winners of Window Competition       City Hall 

 

                          6.00 pm     Choral Eucharist                                                            Cathedral 
 

Thursday 2nd March    
 

10.00 am    -    4.00pm        Historical Society Exhibition                                        Memorial Hall 

    

Saturday 4th March        
 

 9.00 am   -    4.00 pm       St Davids Market                                                              Cross Square 

10.00 am    -   4.00 pm      Retreat Day - Christian Tradition                                  Ty’r Pererin     

 

11.00 am                             Dragons’ Parade                                                              Oriel Y Parc   

 

                       7.30 pm        Mayor’s Charity Ball                                                       City Hall   
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Pre-planning goes ahead for Glasfryn Road project 
 
The projected completion date for the opening of the Glasfryn Road is the 7th 
March 2017. Expenditure on the work will total £1,010,000 of which the Welsh 
Government will meet £909,000 and the County Council £101,000. Council 
engineers confirm that the project will be completed by the contractor, D G Harris 
of Narberth, in budget and on time and to a very high standard of work.  
 
On Monday 16th January 2017 the St Davids Peninsula Community Land Trust and 

Premier Inn made a joint pre-planning application for the development of 87 units of housing and a 60 
bedroom hotel. The units of housing currently comprise 50 homes for rent for local people, 17 homes for 
affordable purchase (shared equity) for local people and 20 homes for sale on the open market.  
 
It is intended that the homes for sale on the open market will provide capital towards the long-held project 
of building a new swimming pool. The pool will be located on a separate site adjacent to the Fitness Centre 
and will be the subject of a separate, later planning application.   
 
At the pre-planning meeting a large degree of agreement was reached between the National Park and all 
the stakeholders involved in the project, which include the Pembrokeshire Housing Association, the 
Highways Authority, the St Davids Peninsula Community Land Trust and the hotel developers on behalf of 
Premier Inn.   
 
It is intended that the project including the hotel will incorporate a uniform design approach to the site 
development. The housing is intended to provide energy efficient, environmentally sustainable, open-plan 
‘homes’ designed around people’s needs and aspirations.  
 
Outline planning for the housing units and detailed planning for the hotel will be applied for in the next 
three months. It is intended that a process of public consultation on a broad scale will be undertaken 
relating to the hotel as well as the housing units.  It is intended that this process will also take place also 
within the next three months. 
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No bullying policy to be introduced at Ysgol Dewi Sant  
 

by Head Girl, Hannah Morris and Head boy, Sam Bramley  
 

Most people do not realise how big of a problem bullying is. Bullying is so common in our lives that we 
don’t even realise that it’s happening when it does.  We believe it to be something normal, when it’s not.   
If you saw bullying, what would you do to stop it? Would you stand by and let it happen, take part in it or 
try to stop it?  Not many students think about this, and that’s part of the problem. Schools have long been 
aware of their responsibility to promote the wellbeing of their students.  However, bullying remains a 
damaging obstruction to the happiness, wellbeing, achievement and life-chances of students. 
 
Chair of Governors David Lloyd has been developing an anti-bullying initiative entitled RESPECT. It is 
now time to introduce it in Ysgol Dewi Sant, making us the first school ever to be completely bully free. 
The bullying here is at a low level already. We are aware, however, that low levels of bullying do take 
place. We aim to stop that. Bullying destroys the lives of both the victim and the bully.  If somebody is so 
socially detached that they believe bullying and picking on others is okay then just imagine how they’re 
going to get on when they enter the real world This initiative is designed to establish a non-tolerance of 
bullying, which will create a new culture in our school. 
 
Restorative practices will be introduced through the pupils by providing a way of resolving broken 
relationships and restoring friendships. Becoming a restorative school has many benefits, including 
increased attendance, reduced exclusions and improved achievement. If you accept this challenge you will 
help to make this school completely bully free.  No student deserves to be bullied and after all, bullied 
students cannot learn. This practice is just as important as the academic achievements of the school.  Every 
student deserves to be educated and every student deserves to be happy.   
 
We can make this school a better place by agreeing to be part of the change we want to see.   
Ysgol Dewi Sant and the RESPECT project wish to thank the sponsors of this ground-breaking initiative.  

Their faith and generosity has made it possible: They are Russell Harris, Rhodri Price Lewis, Bill Preece, 
Peter Trier, Jerome Flynn, Bethan Price, Len Cotton, Ian Griffiths, Jeremy Barton, Matthew James, CK 

Supermarket and Anon. 

Raffle tickets still on sale 
 
Tickets for the Mayor’s Grand Raffle at just £1.00 are still 
available, and can be purchased from the Mayor at St Davids 
Bookshop. The raffle, which will be drawn at the Mayor’s 
Ball at the City Hall on Saturday 4th March, includes some 
splendid prizes, and the  proceeds will benefit the St Davids 
Co-responders, Music and PE at Ysgol Dewi Sant, and the St 
Davids Lesotho link. 

Rugby 
Congratulations are due 
to Sol, Year 10, who has 
been representing 
Pembrokeshire Schools 
U15s in the Dewar 
Shield Competition.  He 
played versus Rhondda 
and Cardiganshire 
schools before injury 
forced him to miss 
several matches, but he 
returned to feature in 
excellent wins against 
Cardiff and Pontypridd 
schools. Well done Sol. 
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Historical Society  
 

The past year was varied and interesting with a wide range of talks and visits.  We began in January with a talk 
from Sally Martyn on the history of Southwood Farm.  In February, we held our AGM followed with a talk by 
Tom Halliwell on early sound recordings, a number of which he had brought for us to listen to.  In March, Martin 
Roberts talked about a local man, Arthur James of Treleddyn, an engineer who worked with Brunel.  In March, we 
held our annual exhibition and the subject was the St Davids Lifeboats.  The exhibition was acclaimed by all who 
visited it, and we are grateful to Dai John who provided much help and support. 
 
In April, Claire Orr from the County archives in Haverfordwest spoke about using the archives and suggested that 
members might like to get involved in transferring records onto computer.  Several members subsequently took 
this up.  In May, we took a look at some very recent local history, and were delighted to learn more about the Seal 
Bay operation which resulted in a large consignment of drugs being seized , with smugglers being arrested in 
various parts of the country.  In June, we welcomed Elizabeth Rawlings and a colleague from the Llangwm 
Heritage Project and heard about the discovery of tombs and vestiges of buildings. We are pleased that this project 
is ongoing and that Flemings are alive and well in south Pembrokeshire.. 
 
Over the summer, members made three visits to different venues.  In May, we visited the exhibition of Constable, 
Turner and Sutherland paintings at Oriel y Parc with Rod Williams as our host. In June Simon Pearce demonstrated 
the three cathedral organs, and in July Canon Patrick Thomas led us on a visit to the Shrine of St David and the 
Armenian Genocide Memorial in the Cloister Garden. 
 
Our season started again in September with a talk from Bishop Wyn on the Vicars Choral of St Davids. As ever, 
his talk was erudite, informative and enjoyable. The annual session on Photographs of old St Davids was presented 
in October and Paul Edey again delighted us with a record of life in days gone by.  In November, Major James 
Davis from the 14th Signals Regiment at Brawdy spoke to us about History in the Making and the work of the 
regiment.  Originally Major Chris Fogarty had intended to give the talk and we are very grateful to Major Davis for 
stepping into the breech. 
 
The year ended with our Christmas Dinner at Crug Glas where Ian Hextall talked about volunteering with the 
National Trust. We enjoyed a talk last month by our old friend Martin Roberts on The  Unbuilt Harbours, Railways 
and Airport of North Pembrokeshire (see page 18) The implications of the plans would have been far-reaching and. 
in at least one case,  catastrophic for those of us who live on the peninsula.  
 
Looking back, we have enjoyed a wide variety of experiences.  Are you aware that summaries of the talks are now 
being put onto the website, thanks to Sally, and that you can catch up on a talk you have missed or re-visit 
something you have particularly enjoyed by clicking on our website?  We look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at our St Davids Day exhibition, Worship in St Davids, from 25th February to 2nd March, which will be 
formally opened by Bishop Wyn.  

Volunteers Needed for Young Musicians Festival 

We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to help with the organising of a Young Musicians Festival to be held in St. 
Davids this Summer. The event is being established by local charity, The St Davids Community Trust, which currently runs the 
Community Orchard Project and the Stitchy Witches sewing club. The event is too large to be managed by just one person, so 
we are asking for help from the community, to make the event a success for this year and hopefully, for many years to come.  

The Festival is being set up as a fund-raising initiative, in response to the drastic cut in funding suffered by the schools music 
service, resulting in parents now having to pay for the music lessons their children receive. This may prove difficult for lower 
income families with a number of children receiving lessons.  The St Davids peninsula. has a huge number of tremendously 
talented young musicians and we believe that the continuation of their musical education should not be dependent on income.  

The objectives of the Young Musicians Festival will be to raise money for the continuation of musical provision in the area. We 
also intend that the festival will provide performance opportunities at a range of locations around the City, and provide a number 
of workshops, across a range of musical styles, giving children the opportunity to listen to, learn from and play alongside 
professional musicians.  

We are looking for volunteers to help with the planning and organising of the event, and also to help with publicity and 
administration. We particularly wish to hear from young musicians themselves, so they can bring forward their ideas. We would 
also like to hear from any professional musicians who would be willing to lead workshops, or assist with the performances.  

Please register your interest by emailing Melanie on maloney.melanie@gmail.com or ringing 01437 721848 so that we can 
arrange a meeting of all interested parties. Many thanks. 

mailto:maloney.melanie@gmail.com
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The new Bishop of St Davids, 
the Right Revd Joanna Penberthy 
was enthroned at the Cathedral 
on 11th February. Pictured below 
the Bishop is seen leading the 
prayers following the 
enthronement.  
 

After the Blessing of the City 
outside the West door, she was 
presented with a bouquet of 
flowers by Amelia Mathias on 
behalf of Ysgol Bro Dewi.   
 

The service was attended by the 
Lord Lieutenant, Sara Edwards 
and a large and representative  
congregation from the Diocese of 
St Davids and further afield. 

Wide variety of events at Cathedral Festival 
The next festival, the 39th will open on Friday 26th May with a week long programme of many 
and diverse events at venues including the cathedral, Tyr Pererin, St Aidan’s Church, Solva and 
Y Tabernacl in St Davids.  
 
The opening concert will feature the Children’s Festival Chorus and youngsters from local schools led 
this year by Val Whitlock in a rousing performance of The Journey accompanied by The Little City Swells. Other 
headline acts include BBC National Orchestra of Wales with Chloe Hanslip violin; former Royal Harpist, Claire 
Jones; award winning choir Tenebrae performing Path of Miracles, the celebrated John S Davies Singers; Welsh 
traditional folk band Fernhill; international concert organist Stephen Farr; the Cathedral Choir with the British 
Sinfonietta and you the audience invited to come and join in Gilbert and Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore.  
 
This year the Festival will extend to Saturday 15th July when Cȏr Dyfed will be joined by the Festival Chorus and 
The British Sinfonietta in Verdi’s Requiem.                                        Visit the website at www.stdavidsfestival.co.uk  

http://www.stdavidsfestival.co.uk
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The great Victorian engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel planned to build a railway 
to Ramsey Island by blocking Ramsey Sound. This remarkable story was related to 
members of the History Society by local historian Martin Roberts at their January 
meeting in a talk entitled Unbuilt harbours, railway and airport of North 
Pembrokeshire.  
Martin Roberts told the Ctty News  that this was the title of a talk that he presented to the St Davids Historical 
Society. It resulted in considerable discussion and debate. 
‘The unbuilt harbours referred to were from work conducted by Lewis Morris in the 1730 and 40’s. The growth of 
population and especially seaborne trade, required larger harbours for the increased size of the wooden sailing 
vessels. Detailed nautical maps were drawn and plans and improvements were suggested for Newport, Fishguard 
(lower town), Ramsey Sound and Solva. None were acted upon.’ 
‘By the 1840’s Britain was experiencing “Railway Mania” when the number or railway lines increased dramatically. 
The following report appeared in the Tenby and Pembroke Dock Chronicle  in September 1846 
Brunel’s Ramsey Dream  
Great hopes are entertained that the South Wales Railway will be extended to Ramsey Sound. Should a terminus be 
made there, it is the intention of Mr. Brunel to close the sound at the Bitches and erect a breakwater at the northern 
entrance wherein vessels of any burthen may ride securely in every kind of weather. 
‘Shortly afterwards he had plans drawn up and work started to establish a port at Abermawr which would have been 
linked to the South Wales Railway. This too was abandoned although you can still see some of the work even today 
‘There were several schemes to build a railway to St. Davids from the 1870 to the 1930’s. Different routes were 
proposed, some with the necessary Act of Parliament passed but ultimately none were started. 
‘In 1944 the County Council were tasked with planning a Transoceanic Airfield on the St. Davids peninsula. R.A.F. 
St. Davids was in operation and in size totalled 550 acres. The new proposed airfield would have been 5,500 acres 
and would have been bigger than Heathrow today! The main runway would have started just inland from 
Whitesands and everything for a distance of nearly four miles inland would have been part of the airfield.  
‘The main road to Fishguard, together with Caerfarchell, Tretio, Rhodiad, Llanhowel, Fachelich, Whitchurch as 
well as and fifty one farms and homes, which would have disappeared under the runways, hangers, fuel and supply 
dumps and the living and administration quarters  necessary to operate such a massive airport.    
‘Thankfully none of the above were built. But one is left with the question What if?!’   

I would be pleased to receive any further information on the above topics. You can contact me on 01348 837 805 or 

by emailing me at jamesroberts456@btinternet.com Martin Roberts. 

Remembering Vivian Martin 
Centenary celebration 
 
On Tuesday 13th December 2016 
there was a small gathering of 
family and friends at  Porth y 
Twr, the bell tower in St Davids  
to mark the centenary of William 
Henry Vivian Martin. 
 
Vivian was the third Captain of the 
Bell Tower and held the post for 
over 50 years so the family thought 
this was a fitting location  
to mark the centenary. Verses were 
read, songs were sung and stories 
told during the evening after which 
three bells were tolled in memory 
of Vivian. All the great 
grandchildren present were given a 
tour of the bell tower which they 
all enjoyed. A donation was 
presented by Vivian’s son Trevor 
Martin to the current Bell Tower 
Captain, Mr John Davies towards their annual fish and chip supper. The family would like to thank Mr John Davies, 
Cymdeithas Porth y Twr, and everyone who came to the bell tower to celebrate the occasion. Diolch yn fawr iawn. 

 

Brunel’s plan for a railway to Ramsey 

mailto:jamesroberts456@btinternet.com
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Appeal for memorial benches 
 

St Davids City Council receives many requests from members of the public who would like to place memorial 
plaques on the benches in St Davids. Sadly, the Council is unable to meet all of these requests. However, the Council 
would  be pleased to receive donations of new memorial benches for the playing fields in St Davids.  If you would 
like to donate a bench to the City in memory of a loved one, please contact the Clerk on 0147 721 137 or 
clerk@stdavids.gov.uk  

News from ‘Torth y Tir’  
 

2016 was quite a year for us on a number of fronts. The summer brought 
our first proper season at local events with our mobile wood-fired pizza 
stall. We enjoyed being out at events including the Porthclais fundraiser, 
the Really Wild Food Festival and Unearthed in a Field music festival. 
Coupled with this, we have been delivering our field to loaf workshops 
with schools and community groups, including schools visiting Treginnis 
farm, Haverfordwest youth club and a number of schools at the Eco 
Schools Day in Pembrokeshire College.  
 
We grew one acre of wheat by hand at Caerhys farm, with the help of 
volunteers. Some of our wheat, namely the now rare ‘Hen Gymro’ (Old 
Welsh Man) is being featured in an exhibition about heritage gains in 
Cardiff Museum’s Artes Mundi exhibition.   
 
In the latter part of last year, we launched a crowd-funding campaign, through which over one hundred 
people contributed to total of £6,000 which was match-funded to make a total of £12,000. In mid-October 
we also planted four acres of heritage wheat at Dr Beynon’s Bug Farm, and the crop currently looks 
healthy with a number of different heritage varieties taking root, including Welsh, French and Lithuanian 
and also some perennial rye, the first of its kind to be developed.  
 
The resources raised in the autumn will support the purchase of grain processing and storage equipment in 
readiness for harvest, as well as the costs of land and barn rent, and contracting costs (We are looking for 
barn space if you can help us?). The rest will be invested in a wood-fired bakery, for which we will need to 
raise more funds and very much hope to start baking at the end of this year or early next, and to start using 
our own flour! 
 
Our group of directors have been working hard towards our goal, and we are very grateful for their 
support, as well as for the contributions from all the people who made our crowd-fund a success. We are 
now incorporated as a Community Benefit Society, owned and run for the benefit of our local area.  
 
If you are interested in our work and would like to get involved 
in any way, don’t hesitate to contact us or you can read more 
about us at our new website. And of course, do contact us if 
you would like us to deliver educational events or come to your 
event with our artisan pizzas. We are looking for a school or 
community group to work with on a grow your own loaf 
project over a year, too.  
 

www.torthytir.co.uk  
Rupert@torthytir.co.uk  

Tel: 07955 387 614  

St Davids Peninsula Carnival  
If St Davids Carnival is to continue, new committee members are needed. 

Anybody interested should contact the former carnival committee on 
facebook or email Cllr Emma Evans - emsy_mands@hotmail.com 

http://www.torthytir.co.uk
mailto:Rupert@torthytir.co.uk
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Pictured left are some of 
the Children of Ysgol Bro 
Dewi with the donated 
boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child Charity. 
The school collected 
approximately one 
hundred boxes for the 
charity. 
Pictured below are the 
children with their bikes 
and scooters 
decorated  for ‘Bling their 
Wheels’ day in December. 
This was organised by the 
Bike It Crew as part of the 
‘Be Bright, Be Seen, Be 
Active programme. 

News from Ysgol Bro Dewi   

St Davids Playgroup  
Tuesdays 9:30am-11:30am 
Thursday 9:30am-11.30am 
At Scout Hut St Davids  

Improvements commence at Drop in Centre 
 

The City Council has just completed agreements with contractors for much 
needed improvements to the youth drop in centre at the City Hall, and the work 
should be completed in the next couple of months. 
 
The revamping of the centre will involve the creation of a much larger and 
brighter central space by the removal of some of the existing partition walls, 
removal of some of the former toilets and the updating of the rest of the 
facilities, including the kitchen area. New external doors and a new floor will 
complete the project 
 
‘The council is very keen to provide better and increased facilities for the 
younger members of our city, and this expenditure should go a long way to 
achieving this objective’ said the mayor, Cllr Chris Taylor.’ 
 
‘The project is the latest in a series of measures recently taken by the council to 
upgrade the City Hall. 
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News from Ysgol Dewi Sant  

 The students of Ysgol Dewi Sant did a fantastic job of organising, directing and producing the latest 
school performance of Grease. Hannah, Sam and Scott in particular were instrumental in its success.   

Three Ysgol Dewi Sant students, Sarah, Ewan and 
Tommy were selected to travel to South Korea in 
October as part of a BBC Wales Documentary 
comparing the Education Systems of the UK and South 
Korea and they are seen her with their hosts. 
Congratulations to Sian, Year 13, on winning the Radio 

Pembrokeshire Young Achiever Award for Outstanding 
Progress in the 6th Form, pictured below.  

Well done to Megan & Hannah on their performances 
at Fishguard Rotary Young Musicians Competition 
recently. 
 
Ysgol Dewi Sant Year 9 are Pembrokeshire School 
Netball Champions!  
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We’re delighted to announce a couple of new faces at the Surgery from this month to add to the team. 
Advanced Nurse Practitioner – Liz Carter.  Liz will be working closely with the GPs, using her 

advanced skills and experience to diagnose, treat and prescribe a very broad range of problems.  
On Mondays and Wednesdays Liz will be holding Surgeries alongside a GP, doing home visits, 
dealing with referrals and processing test results. Liz is an important new addition to our team, 
supporting the GPs and increasing our capacity. 

Practice Pharmacist – Beth Phillips.  Beth’s post is being shared across a number of practices in 
North Pembrokeshire (known as the Cluster) and she will be with us in St Davids on Mondays.  
Beth will be holding a Surgery to see patients about their medication and she will be taking 
responsibility for some of the prescribing and monitoring in certain clinical areas.  Like Liz, 
Beth is an Independent Prescriber so it won’t necessarily need to be a GP if you need a 
prescription .   

Did you know....  you can now order  your  repeat medication and book some GP and Nurse 
Practitioner  appointments online 24/7.  It’s secure and easy – just ask at reception for a 
registration form or download one from our website at 
www.stdavids.gpsurgery.net  

 
And did you also know.... we can now send texts to patients to remind 
them of appointments with a GP or our Nurse Practitioner. Please make 
sure we have the correct mobile number for you.  If we already have a 
mobile phone number for you but you’d rather not have text reminders, let 
us know and you can opt-out. 
 
Patient Satisfaction Questionnaire – previously we have run 
questionnaires to get feedback on your views about the service provided by 
the GPs and Practice Nurses.  Last month it was the turn of our Reception 
Team. Our receptionists are central to the smooth-running of the practice, 
often having to balance the demands of the patients with those of the 
doctors and nurses. The chart below shows the overall level of satisfaction 
with the service in Reception which was found in the survey. 
Patient satisfaction with Reception team – 98% rated as ‘Excellent’ or ‘Good’! 
 
Thank you to all those patients who completed a questionnaire and thank you particularly for all the 
lovely comments and support.  At a time when we are facing increasing challenges across the NHS – 
and St Davids Surgery is no exception - it’s good to know the service is appreciated. 

New faces at St Davids Surgery 

Shalom House shop celebrates its first year 
 

Shalom House charity shop on West Street 
Fishguard celebrated its first year in business on the 
23rd January 2017. 
Shop manager Fran said the success of the shop has 
been down to the fantastic and hard working team at 
Shalom House and its dedicated team of volunteers 
as well as the over whelming donations of items 
each week from people from all over the 
county. The shop really has exceeded everyone's 
expectations. 
Items can be dropped off at the shop itself Monday - 
Thursday - Friday 10am-4pm and Saturday 10am - 
1pm or delivered to Shalom House. We would 
welcome anyone wishing to volunteer at the shop. 
For more information  
please call Fran on 07496 083 288.  

http://www.stdavids.gpsurgery.net
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Local Pembrokeshire Tourism Award Winners 

Pictured are the local Pembrokeshire Tourism 
Award winners.  
 
The Outstanding Contribution to Tourism Award, 
was won by Andy Middleton (TYF). 
 
Best non-serviced accommodation 3 units or less, 
St Davids Country Cottages, Emma and Mark 
Evans. 
 
Best serviced accommodation 12+ rooms, Twr Y 
Felin Hotel, Emma Bowen and Samantha Wilson 
 
Exciting new business or owner, Dr Beynon's 
Bug Farm, Andy Holcroft and Sarah Beynon. 
 
Best Event, Really Wild Festival 2016, Ian 
Griffiths and Julia Horton Powdrill. 
 
Photographs - Castle Photography  
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Compiled and edited by Jessica Foster and Chris Taylor. Published by St Davids City Council and printed by Right Price 
Print. Our thanks to all our contributors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail articles to clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 

Visitors to St Davids who wish to learn more about the area’s legendary past now have the chance to see 
one of the Mabinogion’s most infamous beasts immortalised in a sculpture carved from Preseli bluestone. 
 
A statue of the formidable boar known as Twrch Trwyth was recently donated to the Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park Authority by Tony Scourfield-Lewis and now sits proudly at the foot of the Tower outside 
Oriel y Parc Gallery and Visitor Centre.  
 
Pictured at the unveiling of the Twrch Trwyth sculpture are National Park Authority Chairman Cllr Mike 
James, Sculptor Darren Yeadon and Tony Scourfield-Lewis. 

Twrch Trwyth bluestone sculpture       
unveiled at Oriel y Parc 

Record turn out for New Year’s Day swim 


